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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING.

The Twenty-first Annual Meeting-of the Bostonian Society

was held in the Council Chamber of the Old State House,

Boston, on Tuesday, January 14, 1902, at 3 P. M., in accord-

ance with a notice mailed to every member.

President Curtis Guild was in the chair, and the records

of the last annual and monthly meetings were read by the

Clerk, and approved.

The President, Mr. Curtis Guild, Senior, delivered his an-

nual address as follows :
—

PRESIDENT GUILD'S ADDRESS.

Fellow Members of the Bostojiian Society

:

The history of Old Boston is so interesting that we, who,

to any extent, endeavor to carry out the objects of the Bos-

tonian Society— "to promote its study and preserve its

antiquities "— find ourselves amply rewarded in the curious

facts of its earlier days. We may go back to the time of

William Blackstone and his little house located at what is

now the corner of Charles and Beacon Streets, and trace

from year to year the growth of the quaint old town till it

reaches the magnitude of a metropolis, noting from decade

to decade the names of those who by their enterprise have

contributed to build up and increase its prosperity. Great

have been the changes and great the advances since the

seventeenth century.



OLD INNS OF BOSTON.

The old inns or taverns of Boston gave perhaps an insight

to some of the customs of the day in which they flourished.

Cole's Inn was, I think, the oldest tavern ; it was a famous

hostelry as early as 1636, when it is chronicled that Governor

Vane received Miantonoraoh, the Indian chief, there. This

hotel was located midway between Faneuil Hall and State

Street.

The old Ship Tavern was another, and stood on the corner

of North and Clark Streets. Thomas Hutchinson, the father

of Governor Hutchinson, was the landlord. The Red Lion

Inn was an excellent hotel at the North End about 1640.

The history of the Green Dragon Tavern, on Green Dragon

Lane, and which was occupied from 1695 to 1743 as a hos-

telry, has often been told. Here the Free and Accepted

Masons of the Lodge of St. Andrew held their meetings in

1756. Early in the eighteenth century, about 171 5, it was

one of the most popular inns of the time.

Then there was the Blue Anchor, which in 1664 was kept

by one Robert Turner. The General Court used to dine

there, and it is chronicled in a sketch of the tavern that at

an election dinner, at which two hundred and four guests sat

down, there were consumed 72 bottles of Madeira wine, 17

of port, 10 of claret, 18 of porter, 50 large bowls of punch,

besides 36 of other mixtures. Whether all the guests were

able to reach their homes unaided is not chronicled.

Over a century and a half ago the " Bunch of Grapes "

Tavern, on King, now State Street, and the corner of what
is now Kilby Street, was a favorite inn. Here, in 1733, was

established the first warranted Lodge of Masons in North
America, and one of the bunches which indicated its name
is still preserved in the new and beautiful Temple on the

corner of Boylston and Tremont Streets. Probably no

Boston tavern was better known or more popular with all

classes, in its day, than this. In 1775 and later, its land-

lord was Capt. John Marston, who was a "Son of Liberty."

His portrait is in our collection, in one of the rooms
above.



SUN TAVERN AND THE COFFEE HOUSES.

There was also the Sun Tavern in Batterymarch Street
;

the last Sun Tavern, which is within my own memory, was

kept by one William P. Capewell, an Englishman. It was a

great resort of officers of the Cunard steamships when in

port. The first Sun Tavern used to bear a sign of " Here

you may find the best liquors under the Sun." The old

Washington Coffee House, which stood on Washington near

Milk Street, is within the memory of many of the present

generation. It was a temperance house, and here two vocal-

ists. Covert and Dodge, lodged when the latter announced

that he would sing at a concert " the popular song of ' I

Dreamt I Dwelt in Marble Halls,' now being sung with great

effect by the Seguin troupe in London." Those who remem-

ber the comic vocalist can imagine what a travesty this effort

was.

The Exchange Coffee House was another inn which, it will

be recollected, was located on Exchange Street, while the

Bite Tavern in Dock Square was noted as being a most excel-

lent place for a good dinner. Its proximity to the Faneuil

Hall Market and the skill of its proprietor in selecting viands

made it the favorite gathering place of many merchants in

the vicinity who dined down town. I observe that the

ancient resort now sports a sign spelled Bight, instead of

Bite, its original name,— a transformation as affected as that

which now styles the former Foster Place, leading out of

Tremont Street, Van Rensselaer Place, to please some one,

perchance, who thinks the latter name more aristocratic.

The Cromwell's Head was a hotel near King's Chapel in

1762, and the British Coffee House was on King Street
;

there, in 1750, the first theatrical performance in Boston was

given by British officers who were then stationed here.

On Boston Neck, about this time, stood the George Tavern

with a large garden and pleasure grounds surrounding it.

The General Court at one time met there, and not far away

the American army threw up entrenchments which prevented

the British from leaving Boston in that direction. This

hotel at that time was visited daily by Gen. Washington, to
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consult with his officers and others. The building was burned

down on the day of the evacuation of the city by the British

soldiers. The old Hancock Inn, in Corn Court, at the rear

of stores opposite Faneuil Hall, and not far from the Bite

Tavern, is said to have been the residence of Lafayette when

in Boston.

VANDALISM.

One cannot but deplore the vandalism that permitted the

destruction of the picturesque Hancock House on Beacon

Street, one of the most beautiful specimens of Colonial archi-

tecture of its time. The old wooden building recently

removed from the corner of Common and Tremont Streets

was said to be the place where assembled some of the

" Mohawks " who threw the tea overboard. At the curve or

junction of these two streets stood the house of the daughters

of Mather Byles, which I well remember seeing removed, to

make way for what was then called the Tremont Road.

The high fence next the mansion was torn down, and there

lay the beautiful garden, stretching down from Tremont to

what is now called Warrenton Street, rich in rose and lilac

bushes and other plants. It seemed almost like sacrilege to

disturb it, and it was well that the sisters had passed away

before the road was laid out, and their ancestral mansion

removed. The old Head estate, where the Masonic Temple
now stands, a block or two south of what was once the

"Washington Gardens," opposite the Common, was another

attractive spot. A view of this estate is in our collection.

PEMBERTON HILL.

Gardiner Greene's estate on Pemberton Hill, which was in

its time a prominent elevation, near what is now Bowdoin

Street, Ashburton Place, and Somerset Street, commanded
a beautiful view of Boston Harbor ; I well recollect being

taken there when quite a lad, after the workmen had begun

to lower it, that I might have a view of the prospect, and

to see a fire which threatened to destroy the menagerie of

Macomber, Welch & Co., then exhibiting in Union Street.

In 1650, this fine property was called Cotton Hill ; it then

belonged to the Rev. John Cotton ; later, the mint-master



John Hull, who coined the pine-tree shillings, lived there,

and after Judge Sewall married his daughter, with her tradi-

tional dowry, he often walked there. It is related, that in

1699, Judge Sewall invited Lady Bellomont to look at the

town at sunset from this spot, and " as they came down again

through the gate the old Puritan gallantly begged her to let

him call it Bellomont gate, for the future, to which the lady

graciously assented." If we are to carry out the policy of

changing the names of our streets, to which I have alluded,

the entrance to Pemberton Square might very properly be

called " Bellomont Gate."

GROWTH OF BOSTON.

A gentleman once riding out over the Neck with my father,

in 1837 or thereabouts, pointed laughingly to some heaps of

mud on either side, labelled Canton Street, Concord and

Rutland Streets, and wondered if squatters would utilize

those ridges because they were called streets. The utiliza-

tion has been most complete and thorough since then, and

they are now covered with substantial buildings.

In those days, where Arlington Street now overlooks the

Public Garden, there was then a low, miry bank, from the

further side of which I well remember going in to bathe with

my schoolfellows, when a lad. After passing the Beacon

Street end of that street we walked on a plank toll-bridge for

more than a mile. The whole space is now filled in, is solid

territor}/^, and covered with splendid buildings.

THE PUBLIC GARDEN.

The Public Garden not many years ago was Boston's

public dumping ground for ashes. The first attempt to use

this territory for any purpose suggested by its name was the

erection in the early thirties, near the centre of the grounds,

of a " Conservatory," a small domed structure, mainly of

glass, in which flowers were cultivated for sale ; attached to

this was an "aviary," with a few bright-plumaged parrots,

and one or two forlorn flamingoes ; near the same spot was
a bear-pit, where two or three bears climbed a pole to catch

cake and crackers tossed to them by the children ; the sur-
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Foundings were anything but tliose of a "garden," The
enterprise proved a failure and the buildings were removed,

as will be remembered by elderly Bostonians. " Unter den

Linden'' in Berlin, of which I had so often read as one of

the most beautiful avenues in Europe, grievously disap-

pointed me, for it was far inferior to Commonwealth Avenue,

both in gardens and residences on either side.

Boston has always been noted for its delightful suburbs,

and communication with them has been greatly facilitated

recently by the new elevated railroad system. Sixty years

ago long omnibuses, drawn by four horses, ran out from the

city to the Cambridge colleges, and also to the Norfolk House
in Roxbury,— fare I2i cents. A boy sat on a little seat at

the rear end of the omnibus and rang a bell when a passenger

wished to dismount, or when he sighted one who desired

to ride. It was the ambition of many of us schoolboys to

be an omnibus boy, that we might ride all day free of

expense.

Later on, a line called the Dock Square and Canton Street

coaches, half the length of the lumbering vehicles which pre-

ceded them, carried passengers between those points for six

cents.

HORSE RAILROADS.

This line was followed by the system of street railroads,

with their cars drawn by horses, which in time was succeeded

by the electric system.

Two important events in the history of the street railway

transportation of the city have occurred during the past

year— the passing of the only remaining horse-car route in

the city and the opening of the elevated railway.

One of the earliest experiments in cheap transportation in

Boston was furnished by the omnibus lines, to which I have

alluded, and most of us remember Hathorne's red coaches,

which were still making their ponderous way "over the

Roxbury Neck," in the seventies and early eighties. When
the sleighing was good, Washington Street from Dover

Street to the Roxbury line was a favorite speedway for

lovers of fast horses, and the open sleighs put on this route

by omnibus owners carried throngs to see the sport.



II

The Metropolitan Railroad began to run their horse-cars

through the streets in 1856, and for more than thirty years

these cars furnished the means for popular transportation.

Very soon after the consolidation of the various car lines

of the city in 1888, the trolley car made its appearance, and

was hailed as "the Broomstick Train" by the "Autocrat of

the Breakfast Table." The "broomstick," of course, is the

long rod from the roof of the car making connection with

the overhead wire.

The superiority of the trolley in economy, power and speed

sealed the fate of the horse-cars, and they were gradually

replaced by the electrics, until the last of the race disap-

peared from the streets during the past year, as stated.

In fifty years we have seen the omnibus epoch succeeded

by the horse-car epoch, and the electric car epoch replace

that of the horse-car. Before half of the present century

shall have passed, and the city have been honey-combed by

subways, may not the art of aerostation have been perfected ?

THE SUBWAY.

The Boston Subway in the past three years has marked

another step in the progress of municipal transportation, and

during the year just closed a new factor has been added by

the opening of the elevated railway.

There has been a saving of expense in street travel, which

has been commensurate with the saving of time ; for the fare

to Roxbury by omnibus was 12^ cents in the old days, while

to-day one may ride from Medford to Newton for five cents.

The days of the red coaches and the early days of the

horse-cars were the days when the Paddock elms, a sturdy

line of noble trees, stood in front of the Granary Burial

Ground. How grateful was the shade of their drooping

branches to the weary shopper waiting for her car,— for that

was then the starting point for most of the suburban lines.

These fine old trees were sacrificed to make more room
for the waiting passengers ; but alas, how needless was the

sacrifice ! for in time the tracks themselves were removed
and the cars taken to the new Subway, and now we bemoan
in vain the loss of the magnificent elms.
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OLD LANDMARKS.

One more landmark has been demolished. Horticultural

Hall, which took the place of Kimball's Museum, with its

tall and heavy pillars— later occupied by " Gleason's Pic-

torial," the earliest Boston illustrated paper— has followed

the fate of its predecessor, so long a familiar feature of that

neighborhood, and Tremont Street will know it no more, for

the new building of that admirable Society has been erected,

as we know, among what we might call a colony of halls on

Massachusetts Avenue.

The old Tremont Street site will soon be occupied by a

huge building appropriately named the Paddock, for the man
who planted the elms which for a century waved their grace-

ful branches on the opposite side of the street.

With Boston's increase in business and importance its

ancient landmarks have nearly all been swept away, and the

streets of old times renamed. Bedford Street was Pond

Street ; Court Street was Queen Street, and Boylston Street

Frog Lane ; Doane Street was Lobster Alley, and Broad

Street Flounder Lane ; Bromfield Street was called Raw-

son's Lane, from Edward Rawson, who dwelt there ; it was

afterwards styled Bromfield's Lane.

A prominent ancient landmark which has been allowed to

remain is the " Old Corner Book Store," at the corner of

Washington and School Streets ; opposite this, in the early

days of the town, dwelt the Governor, the elder of the

church, and the captain of the artillery company. The old

corner, in primeval Boston days, extended to the present

City Hall Square on School Street, and quite a distance

northerly on Washington Street, and was owned, about 1634,

by Mr. William Hutchinson, husband of the famous Anne
Hutchinson.

The property was bought by Mr. John Everett in 1637,

who sold a portion of it in 1640 to Henry Shrimpton, and in

1707 it passed into the possession of Thomas Crease, an

apothecary. In October, 171 1, the old building and many
others in the vicinity were burned down, and the present

structure was erected about the year 1712. In 1789 it was
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occupied by Herman Brimmer, merchant, and John Jackson,

broker, and was then known as 'j6 Cornhill. In 1817 the

front part was used as an apothecary shop, kept by Dr. Sam-
uel Clarke, father of the late Rev. James Freeman Clarke,

who dwelt in the upper part of the building until 1828, when
he was succeeded by the booksellers who have added so much
to the note of the building.

Isaac R. Butts had his printing ofifice in the upper part of

the building. Carter & Hendee once occupied the store
;

then Allen & Ticknor, succeeded by W. D. Ticknor & Co.,

and next by Ticknor & Fields (James T. Fields having

become a partner), and somewhat later by Fields, Osgood

& Co. ; their successors afterwards removed to a new store

fitted up for them on Tremont Street. E. P. Button & Co.

became the next tenants. They were succeeded in Sep-

tember, 1869, by Alexander Williams & Co., who held con-

trol till 1883, when Mr. Williams sold out to his associates,

and the firm became Cupples, Upham & Co. In April, 1887,

Mr. Cupples disposed of his interest to Messrs. Damrell &
Upham. Mr. Damrell died in 1896, and his interest was pur-

chased by Mr. Henry M. Upham. Such are the prominent

facts concerning the old Brimmer mansion, now known as

the " Old Corner Book Store."

While speaking of this locality, it may be mentioned that

the only place where acting copies of plays could be pur-

chased was, for many years, at Callender's book store on

School Street, next above the " Old Corner
;

" and that the

china and crockery store on the opposite corner, now occu-

pied by the Richard Briggs Co., formerly by Sumner & Co.,

had its foundation over one hundred years ago.

Many whose recollections extend over a half century will

remember the cry of the Boston newsboys :
" Here's the

Mail, Times and Bee, Uncle Sam and Satirist.'' Every one

of these papers except the Times has passed away. The
most noted of them was the Times, owned by George Rob-

erts, who was by no means a literary man, but who employed

Charles C. Hazewell, a very able writer and editor, in that

capacity. Hazewell said that Roberts used sometimes to

put rather curious questions to him ; as, for instance, " Was
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the Stamp Act before or after the American Revolution ?

"

"I did not know," said Hazewell, "but that the next ques-

tion might be whether the birth of Christ was before or after

the Christian era." Hazewell afterwards became editor of

the Boston Traveller, and his " Review of the Week " was

for a long time a notable feature in that paper.

THE BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

Coming back to the immediate affairs of our Society, it

is gratifying to know that our membership has increased

during the past year. On January i, 1901, the number of

members was as follows : Honorary, 2 ; life, 426 ; annual,

477 ; a total of 905. On the first of January, 1902, the num-

ber has increased to: Honorary, 2; life, 479 ; annual, 510;

a total of 991, an increase of 86.

Eight meetings have been held, at seven of which papers

have been read, and one at which the annual Address is

given. The financial condition of the Society is good, and

the sum of ^2,200 has been added to the invested fund by

the payment of life membership fees. The lease of the

rooms has been renewed by the city for a term of ten years

from December 14, 1901, at the same rental that has been

paid in the past ; so that when all the facts thus presented

are taken into consideration, we may safely feel that the

Society is in excellent condition, and well prepared to carry

out its objects of promoting the study of the history of Bos-

ton and preserving its antiquities,

I cannot conclude without expressing the hearty thanks

that are due the Directors and other officers of the Society

for the faithful and efficient manner in which their work has

been performed ; and these words are no empty compliment,

as many of you will bear witness. It is this heartiness and

zeal that has been put into the work, which has brought our

Society to its present flourishing condition, and placed it in

so prominent a position as a Boston institution.
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS.

The Rev. Joshua P. Bodfish, in behalf of the Directors,

presented their Annual Report :
—

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the

Bostonian Society

:

At the close of the year 1901 there were in the Society,

Honorary Members .... 2

Life Members ..... 479

Annual Members . . . . . 510

Total 991

Showing an increase of 53 Life Members and 33 Annual

Members, making a total increase of %6 Members during the

year.

Many are however taken from us during the year, and it is

necessary to seek and bring in the names of suitable persons

to fill up our ranks, and so increase the efficiency of our

Society in its useful work.

VISITORS.

The number of visitors to this building in 190 1 who regis-

tered their names, was,

From Boston ...... 2,883

" elsewhere in the United States . 11,162

" Foreign countries . . . 572

Total 14,617

This, however, does not fully represent the number of

visitors. It is estimated that only about one-sixth of them
register their names ; therefore 90,000 would be a conserva-

tive estimate.

By the patriotic action of Mayor Hart and the City Gov-

ernment, our lease of the rooms now occupied by the Society

has been renewed on December 14, 1901, at the same rental

and terms as heretofore, for ten years.
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MONTHLY MEETINGS.

The following papers were read before the Society in

190 1 :

—

February 12: "Peter Faneuil and His Gift," by Abram
English Brown.

March 12: "The Twenty-one Hills of Boston," by Arthur

W. Brayley.

April 9: "Portions of the Contemporaneous Diary of a

Boston Physician, Describing Four Important Local Events

in April, 185 1, of which the present month marks the semi-

centennial," by the Clerk.

May 14: "Cotton Mather and His Times," by the Rev.

James Salloway.

October 8 :
" Old Taverns," by George Leslie Nichols.

November 12: "Governor Jonathan Belcher and His

Maternal Ancestry," by Charles S. Ensign, LL. B.

December 10: "The First One Hundred Years of the

Church of England in Massachusetts," by the Rev. Daniel

Dulaney Addison, D. D.

The large attendance at the monthly meetings has been

very gratifying.

The presence of so many of our lady members and friends

augurs well for the future usefulness of our Society.

NECROLOGY, I9OI.

The following members have died during the past year :

—

Charles Allen Browne, born in Salem, June 6, 1812, died in

Boston, March i, 1893.

John Gardner White, born in Boston, February 23, 1833,

died in Cambridge, September 7, 1896.

Henry Lyon, born in Needham, December 16, 18 16, died

in Boston, May 13, 1900.

Daniel Curtis Holder, born in Boston, January 2, 1833,

died February 23.

Samuel Stillman Blanchard, born in Cambridge, June 23,

1835, died in Boston, March 16.
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George Hayward, born in Boston, December ii, 1819, died

in Boston, March 30.

Henry Andrew Thomas, born in Weymouth, July 29, 1856,

died in Waverly, April 4.

Jonathan French, born in Boston, October i, 1803, died in

Boston, May 12.

Joel Goldthwait, born in Marblehead, April 5, 183 1, died

in Boston, May 29.

John Henry Daniels, born in Gloucester, March 14, 1828,

died in Newton, June 8.

John Sweetser, born in Newburyport, January 15, 1824,

died in Boston, June 9.

Edward William Hooper, born in Boston, December 14,

1839, died in Waverly, June 25.

George Washington Armstrong, born in Boston, August

II, 1836, died in Centre Harbor, N. H., June 30.

George Brooks Bigelow, born in Boston, April 25, 1836,

died in Brookline, July 7,

Henry Whitman, born in Annapolis, N. H., August 5,

1839, died in Beverly, July 21.

William Henry Slocum, born in Boston, January i, 1818,

died in Boston, August 19.

Mrs. Susan Cornelia Warren, born in Blandford, March 3,

1825, died in Waltham, September i.

Edward Ingersoll Browne, born in Boston, February 11,

1833, died in Hyde Park, September 15.

Miss Susan Jackson White, born in Boston, April 12, 18 17,

died in Belmont, September 18.

Alfred Henry Hersey, born in Boston, April 18, 1841, died

in Hingham, October 11.

Edward Lawrence, born in Charlestown, May 23, 1848,

died in Wellesley, October 28.

Stephen Greene, born in Scituate, R. I,, September 27,

185 1, died in Newton, November 7.

Samuel Thomas Snow, born in Cohasset, July 18, 1824,

died in Boston, November 11,
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Mrs. Alice de Vermandois Clarke, born in Boston, March

17, 1850, died in Boston, November 16.

George Phinehas Upham, born in Boston, January r, 1826,

died in Boston, November 20.

Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth Slocum, born in Boston, June 29,

1825, died in Boston, November 26.

Mrs. Eliza Gore Weld, born in Boston, August 15, 181 3,

died in Boston, December 4.

James Woodward Allen, born in Boston, March 8, 1824,

died in Boston, December 15.

Henry Woods, born in Barre, October 3, 1820, died in

Boston, December 31.

Messrs. Browne, White, Lyon, Blanchard, Hayward, French,

Armstrong, Bigelow, Slocum, Browne, Upham and Allen,

Mrs. Warren, Mrs. Slocum, Mrs. Clarke and Miss White
were life members.

Messrs. Holder, Thomas, Goldthwait, Daniels, Sweetser,

Hooper, Whitman, Hersey, Lawrence, Greene and Snow and

Mrs. Weld were annual members.

We note with gratitude the generous bequest of ^1,000

from one of our deceased life members, the eminent lawyer,

Mr. Edward L Browne.

We are thankful to report that our losses in membership

by death have been less than in previous years. We do not

forget, however, or cease to mourn the great loss to our

country of our beloved President, William McKinley, struck

down by the murderous hand of an Anarchist. The political

world has also lost ex-President Benjamin Harrison and

William M. Evarts, ex-Secretary of State. Germany mourns
the loss of her ex-Chancellor, Prince von Hohenlohe, Italy

her ex-premier, Francesco Crispi, China her great statesman,

Li-Hung Chang, and England her illustrious Queen Victoria.

They have gone to their reward, and their works do follow

them.
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When we recall the first meetings of our Society in 1879,

when we met, few in numbers, in a small room in Pemberton

Square, and commenced the work of collecting books, manu-

scripts and pictures relating to the history of Boston ;
when

we were thankful for the modest gift of a picture, pamphlet

or book suitable for our purpose, and then look through our

present rooms filled with valuable relics and mementoes of

Boston's history, we rejoice that the conviction of those

earnest organizers of our Society, that there was a field, a

place, a work for this Society to do that had not yet been

occupied, has proven true. Our library and collections are

already the "Mecca" of students of Boston's history. Here,

for instance, they find a complete set of Boston directories,

often giving a clew to the solution of some question nowhere

else to be found:— a complete set of Notes and Queries,

from the Transcript, a mine of historical and genealogical in-

formation, the oldest Guide Books, Biographies of eminent

Bostonians, Histories of Boston's Churches, Year Books,

Records of Vital Statistics, Suffolk Deeds, Records of Bury-

ing Grounds ; all illustrating Boston's history. Besides

these there are many valuable works of general historical

interest, as the Massachusetts Record of Soldiers and Sailors

in the Revolutionary War, where we can trace with interest

and pride the names of our ancestors who fought for our

liberties, also the official Record of Union and Confederate

Armies and Navies in the War of the Rebellion, a very valuable

work. These, with the unique Colburn collection of Portraits

and Autographs, and other rare historical works too numer-

ous to mention, form a treasure house of information, which

is becoming daily more and more attractive to students

of Boston's history. Add to this the character of the

building in which these valuable relics of the past are

placed, and we realize what a good work has been done by

our Society, with the help of the enlightened and patriotic

action of the City Government. We understand why Bos-

tonians point with pride to the Old State House, and the

unique collections of the Bostonian Society, and that visitors

from afar take such pains to see it. What an irreparable

loss, had the irreverent, unpatriotic and utilitarian ideas pre-
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vailed, that threatened at one time to destroy this ancient

building, so rich in priceless memories of a glorious past.

Thanks to the wise action of Boston's Mayors and en-

lightened City Government, such a disgrace to the city has

so far been prevented. We trust that the increasing value

of our Society's work, and the acknowledged educational

value of our library and museum of antiquities, which are

freely open to all, will ensure for all time the permanence of

the Bostonian Society,

Respectfully submitted,

Joshua P. Bodfish,

For the Directors.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ROOMS.

Recent additions to the collections of the Bostonian Society

indicate a continued interest in its aims and purposes, the

study of the history of Boston, and the preservation of its

antiquities.

Owners of valuable and interesting relics have placed them

in our collections, where they can be seen by the great num-

ber of visitors to our rooms, as material evidences of former

residents, many of whose names and deeds are written in

history. By such co5peration will the influence and useful-

ness of our Society increase from year to year, maintaining

its position in the community ; and by such assistance will

the ancient and historic building, in which we have our

home, be preserved to be seen and visited by coming genera-

tions. With these objects in view, the committee ask the

aid of the men and women of Boston and vicinity who con-

stitute the membership of the Society.

The following gifts and loans, made to the collections

during the past year, should have special mention :
—

The children of the late Mrs. Samuel Downer, of Dor-

chester, have, in accordance with her expressed wish, given

to the Society, oil portraits, by Alexander, of her grand

parents, Major and Mrs. Thomas Melville, of Boston ; also a
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cocked hat and a pair of knee breeches worn by the major in

his later years. Of Thomas Melville's career, so familiar to

students of the Revolutionary history of Boston, it suffices

to say that he was one of the Boston Tea Party, in 1773 ; a

fireward of Boston from 1779 to 1825, and United States

naval officer at Boston from 1786 to 1789, and from 181 1 to

1829. He was the last citizen of Boston to wear a cocked

hat, and was immortalized by Oliver Wendell Holmes in his

poem entitled "The Last Leaf," of which one verse reads :
—

I know it is a sin

For me to sit and grin

At him here

;

But the old three-cornered hat
^

And the breeches, and all that.

Are so queer

!

We have received as a loan from Robert M. Read, M. D.,

of Boston, an oil portrait, by Lawson, of that eminent citizen

Daniel Webster. It was painted from a study of Mr. Web-
ster, made at Marshfield, by the artist, and represents him

in his prime, before age had silvered his hair or dimmed his

eye.

The Society has received as a gift from Miss Ann E.

Newell, of Boston, a secretary formerly owned by John

Hancock, patriot. Governor, and President of the Conti-

nental Congress. Perhaps on it he wrote love epistles to

his "Dorothy Q.," papers of state, or letters to his agents in

London, bidding them to send to his mansion house in Bos-

ton, New England, all that the markets afforded.

We have received a gift from Charles F. Sleeper, of

Hyannis, Mass., of a rare treasure. It is a letter written

August 10, 1775, by Rev. Thomas Barnard, Jr., of Salem,

to a friencl resident in England, and gives with minute detail

an account of the then recent battle of Bunker Hill, the

political relations of the Colonies and the mother country,

and the state of the college at Cambridge. The letter has

been treated by the Emery Preserving process, and bound in

an attractive and durable manner.

The sum of $134.74 has been expended by the committee

for the care and maintenance of the rooms, and a revenue of
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^163.64 has been derived from the sale of the various publi-

cations and souvenirs.

A new edition of the Catalogue of the collections is now in

press and will be issued about February ist.

For the Committee,

Charles F. Read,

Clerk.

December JI, IgoI.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY.

The past year has been a successful one for the Library of

the Bostonian Society, the average yearly increase of books

and pamphlets having been well sustained, and the Library

having been in constant use by students of Boston history.

The report of the committee last year expressed the hope

that certain desirable publications might be added to our

collection of historical books. They are able to announce

that two of the works are now to be found on the shelves.

Mrs. John E. Hudson has, through the good offices of the

New England Historic Genealogical Society, given us "The
Records of Massachusetts Bay, 1 628-1686," six volumes, and

there have been purchased of the publishers, the first seven

volumes of the New England Magazine, a limited number of

these volumes having come into their possession.

The committee again express the hope that the various

publications of the Massachusetts Historical Society, of

which we now have but an incomplete set, may be added to

the Library.

The more important additions besides those mentioned

above are " The Letters and Official Papers of Edward Ran-

dolph," five volumes, and " Antinomianism in the Colony of

Massachusetts Bay, from 1636 to 1638," one volume, — both

publications of the Prince Society, and both from a member
of our committee, Albert A. Folsom ;

" The Life of Phillips

Brooks," two volumes, from Benjamin C. Clark; "Three
Episodes of Massachusetts History," two volumes ;

" Massa-
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chusetts, Her Historians and Her Histories," one volume;"

"Charles Francis Adams," 1807-1886, one volume, from the

author, Charles Francis Adams ;
" History of the Ancient

and Honorable Artillery Company," fourth and last volume,

from the A. and H. A. Co.; "Massachusetts Soldiers and

Sailors of the Revolutionary War," volume viii, from the

Secretary of State of Massachusetts; "The Boston Gazette

and Country Journal," the entire issue for 1756, bound in

one volume, from Jacob H. Hecht; "Records of the Court

of Assistants, Massachusetts Bay," volume i, from John

Noble, and "The Official Records of the Union and Confed-

erate Navies in the War of the Rebellion," the first twelve

volumes, from Albert A. Folsom.

A catalogue of the Colburn Collection of Portraits and

Autographs has been published during the past year and

distributed to many historical and educational institutions

throughout the country. This catalogue cannot fail to in-

crease the value of this fine collection, of which the Boston-

ian Society is the fortunate possessor.

For the Committee,

Charles F. Read,

December JI, igoi

.

Clerk.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICA-
TIONS.

The Committee on Publications have selected Paul Re-

vere's engraving, entitled "A View of Part of the Town of

Boston in New England and British Ships of War landing

their Troops, 1768," for reproduction as a frontispiece for

this issue of the Annual Proceedings, in continuation of the

plan adopted a year ago.

The original hand-colored engraving, from which the illus-

tration is made, is in the collection of the Society, having

been loaned by Mr. Thomas J. Homer.
It is in the original frame, and still has pasted on the back,

in strips, cuttings from the " Boston Gazette and Country
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Journal," for November 12, 1770, the year, probably, in

which the engraving was framed and sold.

The dedication of the engraving is as follows :
" To the

Earl of Hillsborough, His Majest® Sec^ of State for America

This View of the only well Plan'd Expedition formed for

supporting y^ dignity of Britain & chastizing y^ insolence of

America is humy inscrib'd
"

The explanation at the bottom of the engraving is as fol-

lows (names of vessels) :
" ' Bravo, ^ Senegal, ^ Martin, ^ Glas-

gow, 5 Mermaid, ^ Romney, 7 Launceston, ^ Bonetta. On
fryday Sep"' 30^'', 1768, the Ships of War, armed Schooners,

Transports, &c.. Came up the Harbour and Anchored round

the Town; their Cannon loaded, a Spring on their Cables,

as for a regular Seige. At noon on Saturday, October the

i^' the fourteenth and twenty ninth Regiments a detachment

from the 59"^ Reg^ and a Train of Artillery, with two pieces

of Cannon, landed on the Long Wharf ; there formed and

Marched with insolent Parade, Drums beating. Fifes playing

and Colours flying, up King Street, each Soldier having re-

ceived 16 rounds of Powder and Ball."

The imprint is : ''Engraved, Printed & Sold by Paul Re-

vere, Boston."

The original plate from which the engraving was printed,

is in the office of the Secretary of State of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

In 1775 the reverse surface of this plate was utilized for

engraving some of the paper money issued at that time.

For the Committee,

Charles Y . Read,

December JI, ig02. Clerk.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER.

The Treasurer submitted his Annual Report, duly certified

by the Finance Committee, which will be found on a sub-

sequent page.
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

Mr. Francis H. Manning, Chairman of the Committee to

nominate Officers of the Society for 1902, made the follow-

ing report :
—

J^or Clerk and Treasurer.

Charles F. Read.

For Directors.

Curtis Guild,

Joshua P. Bodfish,

Benjamin C. Clark,

James F. Hunnewell,

Levi L. Willcutt,

David H. Coolidge,

Albert A. Folsom,

William H. Lincoln,

William T. R. Marvin.

[Signed] Francis H. Manning, Chairman.

Francis H. Brown.

RuFus G. F. Candage.

Robert B. Williams.

Charles H. Taylor, Jr.

The Report was accepted, and it was voted to proceed to

ballot. The result, as ascertained by the tellers, Messrs.

Clark and Hunnewell, showed that the candidates were

unanimously elected.

It was voted that the President's address and the various

reports be printed in the Annual Proceedings.

Adjourned.
Charles F. Read,

Clerk.
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THE DIARY OF WILLIAM READ, A BOSTON
PHYSICIAN, APRIL, 1851.

[Read before the Bostonian Society, April, 1901.]

I. THE RENDITION OF THOMAS SIMS.

II, THE GREAT STORM.

III. THE RECEPTION TO DANIEL WEBSTER,

IV, THE ELECTION OF CHARLES SUMNER AS SENATOR.

There is probably no more interesting way to study history

than by the aid of a contemporaneous diary, and doubly inter-

esting is it when we study events which have occurred dur-

ing the lives of living persons, for many within the sound of

my voice were living at the time of the stirring scenes of

April, 185 1, of which the present month marks the semi-

centennial, and some may have witnessed them.

To the reading of portions of such a diary, I invite your

attention, hoping that it may be instructive to recall four

events, which made the month of April, 185 i, memorable in

the annals of Boston.

The return of Thomas Sims to bondage was an occasion

which stirred Boston to its utmost depths. A slave restored

to his master by the mandate of the nation's law, executed

by its representative, Isaac O. Barnes, then U. S. Marshal
;

the Court House surrounded by chains ; the slave conducted

through the crowded streets by the police of the city, led by

Mayor Bigelow and City Marshal Tukey ; all these scenes

combined to make a spectacle which was never forgotten

by those who witnessed it.

The choice of a U. S. Senator, always an event of impor-

tance, was rendered intensely exciting in 185 1 by the cir-

cumstances attending the election of Charles Sumner to that

office. The result was decided by one vote, as mentioned in

the Diary, and so strenuous was the contest that the most

bitter feelings were engendered in many who afterwards be-

came Sumner's most earnest supporters. His subsequent

career, however, more than justified the hopes of his friends

and supporters.
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The great reception given to Daniel Webster by his fellow

citizens, regardless of party, was a remarkable tribute of

veneration and respect to that eminent statesman in the clos-

ing years of his life.

The convulsion of nature, commonly known as the Great

Storm of April, 1851, was not equalled until almost iifty

years later, when the coast of New England was again swept

by the Great Storm of November, 1898.

The foregoing remarks give a brief summary of the events

recorded in Dr. Read's Diary, passages from which will now

be read,

April 4, 185 1. To-day there has been much excitement

about the court house, concerning another fugitive slave, who

was arrested last night and brought before the court on the

claim of his master. The efficient police force however, pre-

vented any outbreak. Weather warm and mild. Honey-

suckle in Franklin Place leaved out ; elm trees beginning to

show their blossoms. The country begins to look like spring.

The grass has started, and the face of all nature looks gay, as

if it were just about to break forth with the smile of spring.

10. Fast Day. Beautiful ; warm and bright. Wind soft

and warm but rather high.

12. Exceedingly cold this morning. About 11, a snow

squall;— enough to fill the air somewhat, but not enough

to leave any trace on the ground. This morning the slave,

Thomas Sims, who was arrested on the 4th, was carried on

board the brig " Acorn," which sailed for Savannah. Thus

has ended one of the most exciting scenes it has been the

lot of Boston to witness for many years. God help him in

his bondage.

16. On Monday evening last, a storm began which will

be long remembered in Boston as the Great Storm of April,

18^1. The tide, driven by the northeast wind, invaded the

city. India Street in its whole length, Milk Street as far as

Congress Street, Sea Street, Commercial Street, State Street

as far as Broad Street, India Wharf, Long Wharf and Dock

Square were covered with water, the waves making a clean

breach over them. On Central and Long Wharves and in
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India Street, the depth of the water was more than three

feet. On India and Commercial Streets, the roll of the

waves was unbroken until they dashed against the stores,

filling cellars and flooding the stores in some cases to more

than two feet deep. The tenants of the cellars on Broad

and Ann Streets were driven from their dens, like so many-

rats, into the regions above ground, while tables, chairs, bed-

steads and other articles of furniture floated at random. In

the cellars of the Custom House Stores on Long Wharf,

boats were introduced and used in picking up the floating

articles. I saw a large jolly-boat, in which were eight men,

moved and poled around the head of Central Wharf, and a

stage which passed in front of the Custom House went over

the hubs in the water.

The water passed from State Street to Broad Street, and

at the corner was about six inches in depth and running with

great speed. At the North End, nearly every wharf was

submerged. The East Boston ferry slip was inaccessible,

and passengers were obliged to get off the boats as best they

could.

The Eastern Railroad Depot was about two feet under

water. In short, the whole water front of the city was sub-

merged to various depths, the greatest being more than four

feet. East Boston suffered much. All the works of the

railroad were under water, and in the engine house it was

two feet deep. A church on the corner of Paris and De-

catur Streets was blown down. At Charlestown, all the

wharves were under water, and the sea made a complete

breach over Chelsea and Charlestown bridges. The steeple

of a church in Charlestown was blown down, killing a milk-

man and his horse as they were passing at the time. Many
ships were much injured, and two or three sunk on the flats.

Between South Boston and Boston, the bridge of the Old

Colony Railroad nearly floated away, and four locomotives

were run on it to keep it in place.

Comparatively little can as yet ascertained of the full ex-

tent of the storm, but it gave a good comparative view of

the power of the sea in its might, and the insignificance of

man in his attempt to resist its advance. In the streets
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the loose lumber and casks sailing about in every direction

caused much sport for the spectators, and on the railroad

tracks of the Worcester Road where it crosses beneath Wash-

ington Street, there ran a mighty stream, deep and strong,

stopping the cars the other side of the Tremont Street

bridge, and bringing with it multitudes of fish, one of which,

captured when the water had receded, I saw. It was of the

kind known as lump fish, and was about nine inches long.

It is comparatively a rare fish, and seldom caught except in

deep waters.

Much of the railroad track on the Eastern and Old Colony

Railroads and some on the Boston & Maine has been washed

away.

17. More and more news, sad and disastrous. Ships

ashore on the coast, buildings blown down and bridges car-

ried away, railroads impassable, and human life sacrificed to

the fury of the elements. The iron lighthouse on Minot's

Ledge, about a mile off the Glades at Nantasket, has fallen

before the fury of the storm, and the two assistant keepers

drowned or crushed among the fragments. Mr. Bennett,

the head keeper, came up to the city on Monday, by request

of the Collector, Mr. Greeley, to procure a boat and appara-

tus. When he returned the sea was so high, that it was im-

possible for him to go off to the light. He awaited anxiously

day by day the result. Yesterday at about half-past three

in the afternoon the light was seen standing; but last night

the light was not seen, and this morning about half-past four,

fragments came ashore which were identified beyond a doubt

as portions of the wooden parts of the structure. Among
other things were some of the clothing of Mr. Bennett and

the others. The amount of injury done by this accident so

heart-rending, when reckoned in dollars, amounts to many
thousands. But the loss of the young men, Joseph Wilson,

aged about twenty years, and Joseph Antonio, a Portuguese,

aged about twenty-five, is beyond reparation.

The storm extended along the whole coast, and the papers

from all sections inland, throughout the Southern and West-

ern portions of New England, are filled with details of the

storm. The weather to-day has been of all sorts except fair.
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It has hailed, rained and snowed. The wind still hangs in

the northeast.

i8. Weather the same. In the morning it snowed for an

hour or so. The papers still teem with the news of the rav-

ages of the storm. All doubts are at length at rest as to the

Minot's Ledge light. This morning the rock was seen at

low water, bare and naked as it was before the erection of

the lighthouse. Mr. Bennett informed the editor of the

EveningJournal that until ten o'clock on the night of Wed-
nesday, the light was seen, and the bell attached to the

building heard tolling loudly ; the two brave young men
were faithful to the last. At about that time a sea came
along, which reached an altitude of sixty feet, and broke over

the house where Mr. Bennett lived. It is supposed that this

immense wave struck the upper works of the light, and lifted

the whole structure bodily from its fastenings and cast it

into the sea, where it must soon have been shattered and de-

stroyed by the pounding of the waves. How awful must

have been the fate of its two keepers, thus to be hurled into

eternity as it were in a moment. How weak and insignifi-

cant is man when he arrays himself in opposition to the ele-

ments. All along the shore of our bay, the scene during the

storm has been, and indeed now is— for as the wind still

blows from the same quarter, the sea continues to run with

more than ordinary violence— awfully grand and sublime.

As far as the eye can extend seaward, the surface of the

ocean is boiling and foaming as if old Neptune, frothing with

rage was surging towards the land, furious to devour it.

The sullen roar of the waves almost stuns the beholder,

while charmed with its grandeur, he lingers on the shore.

Now it comes, heaving and swaying, green and dark, im-

pelled by an irresistible force, rolled in from far beyond the

view of gazers, until meeting the barriers of the shore, it

vainly attempts to envelope them. See it mount the rocks,

shattered and cragged ; their rugged front, furrowed and

roughened by the contest, throws back a stern defiance to

the waves. They still approach ; they meet ; far up the

crags the waters mount ; but still the beetling rock holds on.

Back from its side, the hissing waters glide, defeated, beaten,
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treat. As far as the eye can reach, old Neptune is in arms

and foaming for the charge : and Boreas, too, has buckled

on his armor, and from his caverns, called his legions of the

North.

19. To-day the wind hauled to the north, and after a

strong and desperate struggle, the sun conquered and came

out just long enough to make us more deeply lament his

concealment again by the fog, which a change of the wind to

the east about 4 P. M. brought up. The papers to-night re-

port that the rock upon which the lighthouse stood, was seen

to-day, and the iron pins, upon which the lantern was built,

were seen, still fixed in the rock, broken off at heights rang-

ing from three to six feet, and inclined considerably to the

westward. The centre pile was upright and broken about

six feet from the rock. The inference from this is that the

force of the wave gradually forced the lighthouse from its

perpendicular, until it at last yielded to a sea of extraordi-

nary force and fell. It was no doubt immediately broken

into fragments and washed into deep water. How horrible

must have been the condition of the two young men as they

felt themselves thus gradually sinking into eternity. Yet

faithful to the last, they warned others of their danger, until

engulfed in the waves, all was darkness and silence, save the

ceaseless roar of the sea, playing in frantic fury over the spot,

as if howling in demoniacal gladness at the havoc it had

caused.

The papers are yet full of the ravages of the storm, whose

details fill so many columns, and collected from such distant

sources, that it is impossible to give them all here. From the

extremity of Maine to the southern limit of New England

arises one universal requiem of woe. Inland, as well as on

the seaboard, the sound of lamentation is heard ; the future

historian will speak of the events of the past week as the

Great Storm of 185 1, God in His mercy grant that we may
be spared another such visitation.

It seems to me proper to read a description in poetry of

that which has just been read to you in prose.
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THE LIGHTHOUSE OF MINOT'S LEDGE.

(S. C. I. Briggs in Chamber's Magazine.)

Three leagues from the shore in Boston Bay,

On a rocky, ragged ledge

There rises, grim and gaunt and gray,

The Lighthouse of Minot's Ledge
;

And the great Atlantic's rolling tide

Breaks over it, foaming high,

As it sends a warning far and wide

O'er sand and sea and sky.

Ere that tower was raised, in the olden days.

Another lighthouse stood.

Propped on the rock upon iron stays

;

And the keepers deemed it good.

Both wanderers they from a distant strand.

Far over the alien seas
;

A fair-haired son of the Fatherland

And a dark-eyed Portuguese.

But there came a day when a storm befell

That baffled human guile.

And all day long the powers of hell

Beat on that doomed pile.

And all day long the folk on the beach

Gazed on the awful sight,

And moaned that no mortal help could reach.

And shuddered to think of night.

Night fell ; and the storm raged on apace,

But the lamp was lighted true

;

And the winds and the waters ran their race,

As the tide rolled thundering through.

Ah ! the shocks were hard and the strain was long.

And the swaying stanchions broke
;

But the lamp shone on, now dim, now strong.

For the foam rose up like smoke.

Then the great weird fog bell, struck by the sea,

Rang out its own death knell,

And tolled for the souls that escaped and were free,

When their faithless dwelling fell

;

Then the lamp went out in that awful rout.

And the bell tolled on through the night

;

One corpse was washed on the shore at morn.

One never came to light.
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Their alien names are forgotten quite

By an English-speaking race,

But the fame of their gallant watch that night

Still clings to their ancient place

;

And they talk in the great strong tower on the strand,

When the storm-wind rides on the seas.

Of that fair-haired boy of the Fatherland

And the dark-eyed Portuguese.

20. Snowed and rained all the morning. Not much wind.

Streets filled with slush and upon the whole exceedingly dis-

agreeable.

22. To-day for the first time in ten days the sun has shone,

warm and bright. Agreeably to an announcement in the

papers, a vast concourse filled Bowdoin Square eagerly await-

ing the appearance of Hon. Daniel Webster, who at the time

was sojourning at the Revere House. The crowd assembled

in such numbers, was the subject of much congratulation, on

account of the recent action of the Mayor and Aldermen who
had refused the use of Faneuil Hall to a large and most re-

spectable body of petitioners of all parties, who were desir-

ous of meeting Mr. Webster to assure him of their respect

and hear him speak upon the great and absorbing topics of

the day.

This unaccountable refusal was defended on the part of

the Mayor and Aldermen, on the ground of having just

passed safely through a very exciting period, during the tim.e

while the slave Thomas Sims was held in custody, and until

the decision to restore him to his master was finally given
;

and also because of having just refused the hall to certain

parties, mostly abolitionists of the extreme faction, who
wished to meet and discuss the constitutionality of the fugi-

tive slave law so called ; in view of this course already pur-

sued, consistency required that they should also deny the use

of the hall to the other side— that is, those, who believing

in the propriety and constitutionality of that law, wished to

give a mark of their regard and esteem to one, who, on all

sides and by all sober and truly patriotic men, is esteemed

to have done more than any other to prevent disunion and

ruin among the States. Petty malice and small men.
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When the refusal of the hall was made public, a burst of

indignation arose universally. Even those who hold that Mr.

Webster had done more than any other man to rivet the

fetters of the slave, cried out " Shame ! Let him be heard

and clear himself if he can," and epithets, anything but flat-

tering and complimentary, were freely and vehemently ap-

plied to the unfortunate men who had refused the use of the

hall.

At this juncture the Common Council, numbering forty-

eight (the Board of Mayor and Aldermen numbering nine),

unanimously resolved that they viewed with regret the vote of

the other body of the city government, and after a very warm
eulogium upon Mr. Webster, voted that he be requested to

meet a committee of that body, with such of the Mayor and

Aldermen as might join, upon a date convenient to him, to

receive their congratulations upon the present condition of

affairs, so grateful to every true lover of his country, and also

their acknowledgments for the conspicuous part he himself

had performed in the alarming crisis, just passed so happily

and safely. This brought the other board to their senses,

and at a meeting for the purpose, they rescinded their former

vote, and after stating that they yielded to no other body in

their respect and veneration for Mr. Webster, invited him to

address them and such of the citizens as might wish to hear

him, in Faneuil Hall on a date agreeable to him. This was
doing what was right. But time pressed, and agreeably to

the notice in the papers, an immense concourse filled Bow-
doin Square, and every window from which the orator could

be seen.

At eleven o'clock Mr. Webster appeared, and was received

with the most enthusiastic cheering. At length silence was
restored, and Mr. Webster, in a voice broken with emotion,

acknowledged in most heartfelt terms, his gratification at

their kind and sympathizing reception of him. His speech
was frequently interrupted by cheering, and though not long,

was one which went home to his audience, every one of them.

On his retiring, he was cheered with three times three, and
the audience quietly dispersed. This spontaneous gathering

of such a concourse must have convinced him and all others.



35

that whatever may be the feelings of a few partisans, led

away by fanaticism and blind devotion to an idea, the mass of

the people are in heart and feeling with him, and uphold him.

God bless him and spare him long to advise and counsel us.

The following is Mr. Webster's speech :
—

Fellow-Citizens of Boston : You rather take me by surprise

this morning— but it is a very agreeable surprise. I am as much

pleased to see your cheerful and satisfied faces as I am to see again

the face of that luminary which shines out from the heavens above

us ; and if, gentlemen, you are half as glad to see me as I am to

meet you, there is at this moment a great quantity of happiness and

good feeling in Bowdoin Square.

Gentlemen, a long and violent convulsion of the elements has

passed away, and the heavens and the skies smile upon us. There

is often an analogy between occurrences in the natural world and

occurrences in the moral and political world, and sometimes political

agitations pass away bringing after them sunshine, joy and gladness.

May it be so now. I greet you as citizens of Boston, I welcome

you, I offer you my heart and hand with the deepest gratitude for

what you and your fathers have done for me, from the days of my
early manhood, when I came from the North to throw myself among

you, to partake of your fortunes, for good or for evil, to the end of

my life.

1 am not vain enough to suppose, fellow-citizens, that I have done

any essential service to my country in my day and generation. If I

have so done, however little or however much it may be, I owe it

mainly to the constant, the warm, the unwavering friendship and

support of the people of Boston. I am bound the way of all the

earth. I shall ere long follow your fathers and my fathers to my
last home. But while I live and breathe, while I have the power

of language or of thought, while my heart beats or my tongue

moves, I shall feel and I shall speak of Boston as the cherished

object of my public, political, I may say, friendly regard.

Gentlemen, you do not expect to hear from me to-day ^any dis-

course. I come to see you and you come to see me. It is not an

occasion for the discussion of any political topics. You do not

expect me to detain you from your affairs when I rehearse any

opinions of my own, or state the grounds of those opinions. But

let me congratulate you, and let me ask you to congratulate me, that

the events of the last year or two have placed us under better

auspices. We see clearer, we breathe freer, we feel a new assur-
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ance that our political institutions, the rich blessings and inherit-

ance which we derive from our fathers, will endure, be perpetual,

be immortal, if any institution of man on earth, can be immortal

!

Yes, fellow citizens, the youngest of your children, the youngest

of your grandchildren, will grow up to manhood, in the proud feel-

ing that they are born to an inheritance of imperishable liberty in

these United States of North America, and in this ancient and

beloved,— I say beloved, and to be always venerated under all

circumstances— beloved and venerated Commonwealth of Massa-

chusetts.

Why, fellow citizens, we need not be vain, we need not be too

much self satisfied, but after all, who is there among you at this

moment that would exchange his political and social condition for

that which befalls the inhabitant or the resident of any other

country under the wide scope of the canopy which is over us ?

Where would you go with satisfaction ? You would stay under the

institutions of your country with satisfaction
;
you would enjoy that

political power which is so universally disseminated on popular

principles, with satisfaction and gratification. For here every

citizen feels he is a man. If he is one of the governed he is also

one of the governors, and he has a voice in every transaction of

public policy and national concern. Let others say what they will

;

let others commend what they please ; let them like either a more

royal, a more despotic, or a more democratic form of goverment,—
for myself, and I believe I may speak for you, we are satisfied with

our condition as people of the United States and citizens of Massa-

chusetts— living under a free, popular and glorious representative

government, which makes us known favorably all over the world.

Gentlemen, let us despair of nothing in behalf of our country;

we see it growing in prosperity. We shall see that the returning

sense of the community, the great principle of love of liberty—
and we might add, and I would add, with all the emphasis that I

can pour out of my heart— the love of Union, will keep us together.

If I had ten thousand voices, if I could speak so as to be heard on

the shores of the Pacific, if I could gather around me the whole of

this vast nation, I would say fellow citizens, union, union, UNION",

now and forever !

What are all these petty distinctions ; what are all these cavils,

and questions, and sectional quarrels. They are not the dust in

the balance. They are not fit to inhabit the heart of a true Ameri-

can, for the heart of a true American embraces his whole country,

and if it is not big enough for that he had better tear it out and

throw it from his bosom.
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I have said, gentleman, that the little I have done, if I have done

anything for good, is mainly attributable to the support which you

and your brothers and your fathers have given me here in the city

of Boston. I am not ungrateful for it ; as I have found you in

times past I find you now, and I am sure I shall continue to find

you ; and let me say to j'ou, let me entreat you this day to deliver

it to your children what I say— that as Boston found me thirty

years ago she finds me to-day, without variation or the shadow of

change— and I shall go to my grave full of the deep gratitude

which I cherish for her and her support of me in my political course

thus far through life.

Gentlemen, I bid you an affectionate adieu. By the blessing of

God I shall see you again, under circumstances, it may be, that will

enable me to express somewhat at large my opinions upon the

present state of things in this country. All this, gentlemen, is in the

hands of that Providence which is over us. To Him I commend
myself, I commend you, and I commend all the great interests of

our own dearly beloved country. Gentlemen, farewell.

Loud cheers for Mr. Webster, the Constitution and the

Union, followed the conclusion of Mr. Webster's remarks,

while from the windows above and around him, bouquets in

great profusion fell upon him from the hands of the fair forms

who occupied them. This mark of approval on the part of

his fair hearers drew from Mr. Webster the remark, which is

far more true than poetic— "The Ladies, God bless them,

they are all for Union."

After the speech, Mr. Webster retired to the public draw-

ing room of the hotel and a large number of the citizens

crowded around him and expressed their satisfaction at again

seeing him and hearing him speak. Many who were not of

the same political faith, shook him by the hand, and testified

to the great services he had rendered the country. In the

course of the day, he appeared in State Street, when the same

reception followed him ; crowds attending him.

23. The die is cast. This afternoon the news was authen-

ticated that Charles Sumner was elected United States

Senator from Massachusetts for six years from last month.

This election has been accomplished by one of the most

barefaced and unblushing sacrifices of principle ever made by

any party. In the course of the twenty ballots, no efforts



38

were spared to consummate the object of the trade. Men of

the Whig party were approached with offers of money to in-

duce their vote for Sumner, and offices in the gift of the

Executive were freely bestowed upon those whose votes were

thought to be venal. On one or two of the ballotings more

votes were cast than there were names to be checked by the

clerk, and upon one occasion a member was detected putting

in two votes, so nicely fitted to each other and the corners

folded, that it almost escaped the vigilance of the committee.

Upon the twentieth ballot he had 193 votes, just enough to

elect him. So Mr. Charles Sumner is Senator in the United

States Senate for six years. If he has any sensibility, and is

3- man of honorable feelings, the price at which he has pur-

chased his seat must sting him to the quick. But as the

Frenchman said, "We shall see what we shall see."

This evening the Freesoilers held a grand pow-wow at

their headquarters in the Commonwealth office, at the corner

of Washington and State Streets, in "Jip's Pagoda," so

called. The three upper stories were illuminated, flags were

suspended across the street, and 100 rockets were let off from

the top of the building. Speeches were delivered from the

balcony at the eastern end of the Old State House, and a

most splendid supper was given. Thus ended one of the

most hardly-contested elections that has ever been held in

this State. In addition to the length of the struggle, a cer-

tain degree of detected fraudulent voting and bribery, openly

talked about in the newspapers, and called up by one of the

members of the House itself, will render this transaction to

the end of time a standing disgrace to the Legislature of

Massachusetts and a monument of political infamy too great

to be soon forgotten,

I would say briefly, in conclusion, that the diarist lived

many years after writing the lines to which you have listened.

He lived to glory in the formation of the Republican party,

and in the great work it accomplished in the abolition of

slavery in this country, and also to glory in the life work of

Charles Sumner as one of the chief exponents of that party.
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€ommonrocalt[) of ittassacliusctts.

^e it Ennton that whereas Thomas C. Amory, Curtis Guild,

John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke, Samuel M. Quincy, Wil-

liam S. Appleton, Thomas Minns, Henry F. Jenks, John

T. Hassam, and Dudley R. Child, have associated themselves

with the intention of forming a corporation under the name of

Cl^e l3ojstontan ^ociet^,

for the purpose of promoting the study of the history of Boston, and

the preservation of its antiquities, and have complied with the pro-

visions of the Statutes of this Commonwealth in such case made

and provided, as appears from the certificate of the President,

Treasurer and Directors of said corporation, duly approved by the

Commissioner of Corporations and recorded in this office

;

ililoto, Cbcrcfore, ^, Henry B. Peirce, Secretary of the Common-

wealth of Massachusetts, Bo (jercbp certifp that said Thomas C.

Amory, Curtis Guild, John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke,

Samuel M. Quincy, William S. Appleton, Thomas Minns,

Henry F. Jenks, John T. Hassam and Dudley R. Child,

their associates and successors, are legally organized and estab-

lished as and are hereby made an existing corporation under the

name of

with the powers, rights and privileges and subject to the limitations,

duties and restrictions, which by law, appertain thereto.

61SEitnC£i£( my official signature hereunto

subscribed and the seal of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts hereunto affixed, this second

day of December, in the year of our Lord one

thousand eight hundred and eighty one.

[Signed]

HENRY B. PEIRCE,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.



BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF BOSTON
AND THE PRESERVATION OF ITS ANTIQUITIES.

BY-LAWS.

I.

objects-

It shall be the duty of members, so far as may be in their power, to

carry out the objects of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or pur-

chase, books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other suitable means

as may from time to time seem expedient.

11.

MEMBERS.

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, either

resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall, after having been proposed and

accepted as candidates at any regular monthly meeting by the Directors,

be elected by the votes of a majority of the members present and voting.

III.

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.

Honorary and Corresponding members shall be nominated by the

Directors, and shall be elected by ballot by two-thirds of the members

present and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society,

but shall not be entitled to vote.

IV.

ADMISSION FEE AND ASSESSMENTS.

Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his or her admission,

and five dollars each first day of January afterwards, into the treasury of

the Society for its general purposes
;
provided, however, that no person

joining the Society on or after the first day of October in any year shall be

required to pay an additional assessment for the year commencing on the

first day of January following.

If any member shall neglect to pay his or her admission fee or annual

assessment, for three months after the same is due, he or she shall be

liable to forfeit his or her membership at any time when the Directors shall

so order.
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The payment of the sum of thirty dollars in any one year by any member
of the Society shall constitute him or her a life member of the Society ; life

members shall be free from assessments, and entitled to all the rights and

privileges of annual members. The money received for such life member-

ship shall constitute a fund, of which not more than twenty per cent.,

together with the annual income, shall be spent in any one year.

V.

CERTIFICATES.

Certificates signed by the President, and the Clerk, shall be issued to

all persons who have become life members of the Society.

VI.

MEETINGS.

The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on the second Tuesday
in January, and regular meetings shall be held on the second Tuesday of

every month, excepting June, July, August and September, at such time

and place as the Directors shall appoint. Special meetings shall be called

by the Clerk, under the instruction of the Directors.

At all meetings ten members shall be a quorum for business. All Com-
mittees shall be appointed by the Chair, unless otherwise ordered.

VII.

OFFICERS.

The officers of the Society shall be nine Directors, a President, a Clerk,

and a Treasurer. The Directors, Clerk and Treasurer, shall be chosen by
ballot at the annual meeting in January, and shall hold office for one year,

and until others are duly chosen and qualified in their stead.

The President shall be chosen by the Board of Directors, from their

number, at their first meeting after election, or at any adjournment thereof.

The offices of Clerk and Treasurer may be held by the same person.

VIII.

VACANCIES.

Any vacancies in the Board of Directors, or the office of Clerk or

Treasurer, may be filled for the remainder of the term at any regular

meeting of the Society, by the vote of two-thirds of the members present

and voting.

In the absence of the Clerk at any meeting of the Society, a Clerk

pro tempore shall be chosen.

IX.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

At the monthly meeting in December, a Nominating Committee of five

persons shall be appointed, who shall report at the annual meeting a list of

candidates for the places to be filled.
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X.

PRESIDING OFFICER.

The President, or in his absence one of the Directors, shall preside at

all meetings of the Society. In the absence of all these officers, a Presi-

dent /r^? tempore shall be chosen.

XI.

DUTIES OF THE CLERK.

The Clerk shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties.

He shall notify all meetings of the Society. He shall keep an exact

record of all the proceedings of the meetings of the Society and of its

Directors.

He shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, and place
"

on file all letters received.

He shall enter the names of members systematically in books kept for

the purpose, and issue certificates of life membership.

The Clerk shall have such charge of all property in the possession of the

Society as may from time to time be delegated to him by the Board of

Directors.

He shall acknowledge each loan or gift that may be made to and

accepted in behalf of the Society.

XII.

DUTIES OF THE TREASURER.

The Treasurer shall collect all moneys due to the Society, and pay all

bills against the Society, when approved by the Board of Directors.

He shall keep a full account of the receipts and expenditures in a book
belonging to the Society, which shall always be open to the inspection of

the Directors ; and at the annual meeting in January he shall make a

written report of all his doings for the year preceding.

The Treasurer shall give bond in the sum of one hundred dollars, with

one surety, for the faithful discharge of his duties.

XIII.

DUTIES AND POWERS OF DIRECTORS.

The Directors shall superintend and conduct the prudential and execu-

tive business of the Society ; shall authorize all expenditures of money

;

fix all salaries
;
provide a common seal ; receive and act upon all resigna-

tions and forfeitures of membership, and see that the By-Laws are duly

complied with.

The Directors shall have full power to comply with the terms of the

lease of the rooms in the Old State House, made with the City of Boston,

and to make all necessary rules and regulations required in the premises.
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They shall annually, in the month of April, make a careful comparison

of the articles in the possession of the Society with the list to be returned

to the City of Boston under the terms of the lease, and certify to its

correctness.

They shall make a report of their doings at the annual meeting of the

Society.

The Directors may, from time to time, appoint such sub-committees as

they deem expedient.

In case of any vacancy in the office of Clerk or Treasurer, they shall

have power to choose a Clerk or Treasurer pro tempore till the next

meeting of the Society.

XIV.

MEETINGS OF THE DIRECTORS.

Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the day previous to

the regular meetings of the Society, at an hour to be fixed by the President.

Special meetings of the Directors shall be held in such manner as they may
appoint ; and a majority shall constitute a quorum for business.

XV.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint two

Directors, who, with the President, shall constitute the Committee of

Finance, to examine, from time to time, the books and accounts of the

Treasurer ; to audit his accounts at the close of the year, and to report

upon the expediency of proposed expenditures of money.

XVI.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint five

standing committees, as follows :
—

Committee on the Rooms.

A committee of seven members, to be called the Committee on the

Rooms, of which the President and Clerk of the Society shall be members

ex-officiis, who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Rooms

(except books, manuscripts, and other objects appropriate to the Library,

offered as gifts or loans) ; the hanging of pictures, and the general arrange-

ment of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Papers.

A committee of three members, to be called the Committee on Papers,

who shall have charge of the subject of papers to be read, or other exercises

of a like nature, at the monthly meetings of the Society.
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Committee on Membership.

A committee of five or more members, to be called the Committee on

Membership, whose duty it shall be to give information in relation to the

purposes of the Society, and increase its membership.

Committee on the Library.

A committee of five members, to be called the Committee on the Library,

who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Library, including the

acceptance or rejection of all books, manuscripts, and other objects appro-

priate to the Library, offered as gifts or loans, and the general arrangement

of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Publications.

A committee of four members to be called the Committee on Publica-

tions, who shall have charge of all the publications of the Society.

These five committees shall perform the duties above set forth, under

the general supervision of the Directors.

Vacancies which may occur in any of these committees during their

term of service shall be filled by the President.

XVIL

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS.

Amendments to the By-laws may be made, at any annual meeting, by

vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting. They may also

be made by the like vote at any regular meeting, provided notice of the

same be contained in a call for such meeting issued by the Clerk, and sent

to every member.
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL MEETING.

In consequence of alterations in the basement of the Old

State House, ordered by the Boston Transit Commission, to

facilitate the approaches to the station of the Subway where

it passes under the building, the Twenty-second Annual Meet-

ing of the Bostonian Society was held in the Blue Room,

Tremont Temple, Boston, on Tuesday, January 13, 1903, at 3

P, M., in accordance with a notice mailed to every member.

President Curtis Guild, Sr., was in the chair, and the rec-

ords of the last annual and monthly meetings were read by

the Clerk, and approved.

President Guild then delivered his annual address as fol-

lows :

—

PRESIDENT GUILD'S ADDRESS.

Fellow Members of the Bostonian Society :

For the first time since the rooms of the Old State House

were leased to this Society we find ourselves obliged to hold

our annual meeting in another building.

The building of a subway for electric cars directly under

the historic structure, and the alterations necessary for the

construction of a station under our basement, have made it

necessary to close our rooms temporarily, but we hope to

reopen them to the public before long and to resume our

regular meetings in the home of the Society.



It is significant of the approving spirit in which the objects

of our Society are regarded by the citizens of Boston that

no one has been heard to propose that the Old State House

be taken down and replaced by a subway entrance like those

stone ice-houses in miniature that we see on Boston Common.

The objects of the Bostonian Society are to promote the

study of the history of Boston and preserve its antiquities.

In carrying out the first of these we have been fortunate from

the beginning in having a series of lectures and papers read

before us giving many important facts that had not been pre-

viously brought to public attention.

boston's antiquities.

The preservation of Boston's antiquities, especially if they

chance to be buildings, becomes a matter of more difficulty as

our city advances in size and importance. The loss of the

old Hancock House on Beacon Hill has been a cause of

unceasing sorrow to Bostonians, and now it seems we are in

danger of losing Park Street Church, erected in 1810, of

which the stately spire has so long been an ornament and

landmark in our city. It would be well if memorial tablets

like that near the site of the Boston Massacre could be erected

to indicate where structures well known in Boston's past his-

tory once stood. There are many that might thus be indi-

cated. The old Lamb Tavern site, now covered by the

Adams House, would gain by having " Site of Lamb Tavern
"

added to its sign. The first stage line between Boston and

Providence put up at that Tavern. The Boston Tavern,

which now occupies a site adjoining what is left of the old

Province House, might have retained the name of the latter

to advantage, and I presume there are others that could also

have profitably followed such a custom.

king's chapel.

The present King's Chapel is an historic old church, and

the first organ ever heard in Boston pealed forth its music

within the walls of its predecessor. The corner-stone of this

edifice was laid by Gov. Shirley, August 11, 1749 ;
it replaced

one of wood erected in 1688-89, on a corner of land appro-
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priated from the ancient burial ground on Tremont street,

after efforts to buy a portion of "Cotton Hill," as Pemberton

Square was once called, had failed. It was originally intended

that its tower should be surmounted by a steeple, but lack of

funds prevented. The previous one had a lofty mast upon its

tower, on the top of which was a weather-cock, and half way

up a large gilt crown.

The first organ was a bequest to the parish from Thomas
Brattle, who died in 17 13. It had been his intention to give

his "pair of organs" to Brattle Square Church, but the uni-

versal prejudice against the use of such an instrument for

public worship led them to reject the gift. In his will appears

the following :

—

" I give, dedicate, and Devote my Organ to the praise and glory

of God in the sd Church [in Brattle Square], if they shall accept

thereof, and within a year after my decease procure a Sober person

that can play skilfully thereon with a loud noise. Otherwise to ye

Church of England in this towne on y^ same term and conditions
;

and on their Non-acceptance or discontinuance as before I give the

same to my nephew William Brattle."

But Brattle Square Church, " with all possible respect to

the memory of" their "deceased Friend and Benefactor," as

their records say

—

" Voted That they did not think it proper to use the same in the

publick worship of God."

The officers of King's Chapel invited Mr. Edward Enstone

of London to come to Boston, and officiate as organist, and

he began to serve the Parish about Christmas, 1714.

Tradition says that after it had been given to King's Chapel

the cases which contained it were allowed to remain undis-

turbed in the porch for some months. When the new build-

ing was in process of construction this organ was sold to St.

Paul's Church, Newburyport, and after about eighty years of

service there it was purchased by St. John's Church in Ports-

mouth, N. H., where, with its new case and its "wind-chest

in very good order," it may last another century. It was
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replaced in 1756 by a superior instrument brought from Eng-

land, which tradition tells us was selected by Handel.

It is a noteworthy fact that the first public performance of

the Handel and Haydn Society was given in this church on

Christmas night, 18 15, when selections from the oratorios of

the Messiah, the Creation, and the Last Judgment were per-

formed before a large audience.

The present King's Chapel was a long time in building,

and was not finally completed till after the close of the

Revolution. During the Revolutionary War the very name
of " King " was so detested by the Americans who were

struggling for independence, that the names of buildings and

streets suggestive of royalty were changed. In France a

similar change followed the establishment of the Republic :

Rue Royale becoming Rue Nationale, and the Royal Opera

was called the National Opera. So in Boston, King Street

was renamed State Street, and King's Chapel Stone Chapel

;

but the new name for the church was never popular, and the

earlier title survived the assaults of the radical republicans of

Revolutionary days.

King's Chapel was attended by the military and civil

officers of the English Colonial Government, for it was the

first church in Boston of the Church of England, most of the

others being of the Congregational denomination. In the

early part of the last century it became a Unitarian church.

There are many burial vaults beneath it, and in the adjoining

churchyard were deposited the remains of Governor Winthrop,

Governor Shirley, Lady Andros, and others of note in the

early history of Boston.

THE OLD SOUTH.

The Old South Church has for a long time been one of Bos-

ton's most prominent landmarks. In former times it was

surrounded by residences. Now that the buildings about the

church have been torn down to make room for a new struc-

ture to be erected, the first opportunity is offered for the

present generation to see the edifice as it appeared in its

earlier days. In a few months it will be surrounded and over-

shadowed by the lofty building which is now in process of
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jamin Franklin was baptized in this church : when the Brit-

ish troops occupied Boston, its floor was covered with tan and

used as a riding school, and a bar was kept in the organ gal-

lery. Milk Street, where, as it is generally accepted, Frank-

lin was born, and the others in the neighborhood — Summer
Street, Winter Street, and School Street — have no dwelling-

houses left. Winter Street was a favorite residence for mem-
bers of the medical profession forty years ago.

OLD BURIAL GROUNDS.

Adjoining Park Street Church is the Old Granary burial

ground, which is the next oldest in Boston after King's Chapel

and Copp's Hill. Here rest the remains of John Hancock,

whose bold signature leads off the list of the signers of the

Declaration of Independence ; also Governor Bellingham,

Governor Bowdoin, Robert Treat Paine, a signer of the Dec-

laration of Independence, and Peter Faneuil, who gave to

Boston the hall that bears his name. A small marble monu-

ment which the visitor can easily descry from one of the win-

dows of the Boston Athenaeum marks the resting place of a

noted Boston boy, Paul Revere. Granite boulders, which

can be seen from Tremont Street, with the names of James
Otis and Samuel Adams inscribed upon them, mark the tombs

of those notable patriots. It would be interesting to many
visitors to Boston, as well as to those who are studying her

history, if the old burial grounds could be left open during

certain hours of the day in the Summer season.

Old Governor Bellingham lived on Tremont Street, not far

from the corner now occupied by Houghton & Dntton. He
died in 1692.

THE HANCOCK TAVERN.

The old landmarks of Boston are fast disappearing, and the

names of many of the streets and courts have been changed.

One, mentioned a year ago, which yet lingers, is the Hancock
Tavern, located in Corn Court, near Faneuil Hall. It once

had a good view of Faneuil Hall, the intervening buildings

having been built since, on the former open space, which

was too valuable to remain unoccupied.
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Mr. Benj. F. Stevens, in an interesting address to the Com-

mercial Club of Boston in 1897, stated that the house was

first opened in 1634, and that in 1636 the Governor there

entertained a chief of the Narragansett Indians with twenty

of his tribe. In 1794 Talleyrand lived there, and afterwards

John Cheverus, who had fled from France to escape the hor-

rors of the French Revolution, resided there ; he subse-

quently became the first Roman Catholic Bishop of Boston
;

and in 1797 came Louis Philippe, afterwards king of France,

who during his sojourn in Boston gave lessons in French to

young ladies, to sustain himself.

OLD TAVERNS AND HOSTELRIES.

The memories of the old Boston taverns, although some

have been printed, are still interesting. The Lamb Tavern,

on that part of Washington Street once called Newbury

Street, I have mentioned ; it was the home of many country

Representatives to the General Court when that body was

in session ; after its destruction the Marlboro Hotel attracted

them. The Eastern Stage House on Ann Street was an

ancient structure where the stages from the Bangor, Hallo-

well and Portland routes put up. In my younger days I

recollect starting from Hallowell, Me., stopping at the Rock-

ingham House, Portsmouth, at the close of the first day's

journey, and arriving in Boston the next forenoon. The
charge at the hotels was then ^r.oo a day, — but only think

of the Eastern Stage House in comparison with Parker's or

the Touraine of to-day.

Many of the present generation remember Harvey Parker's

old place, having a down-stairs' entrance on Court Square,

with a bar-room above. It was from the first a noted resort

for merchants who dined down town. The price of a dinner

was fifty cents. You called for all you wanted, and as much
of it, and paid fifty cents on leaving—no meal checks then.

Taft's Hotel was in the rear of Joy's building on Washington

Street, a notable place for imbibing 1 1 o'clock and 4 o'clock

drinks, which were served by George Young, who was the

bar-keeper in those days and later founded Young's Hotel,
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which now occupies the original site of Taft's and much addi-

tional space, including Parker's old corner.

The Tremont House, long a prominent feature of Tremont

Street, was opened to the public in 1829. The first regular

boarder was June Stagg, an artist ; Olmstead, who married

Fanny Jones, a famous dancer at the Tremont Theatre, oppo-

site, presided at the bar.

The first Exchange Coffee House on Congress, near State

Street, was built in 1808, and destroyed by fire November 3,

18 18. The upper portion of the original structure was for

some time used as a lodge room by the Masonic fraternity.

It was for its period a "skyscraper" of six stories and a base-

ment ; its arched ball-room adorned with Corinthian pillars,

occupied the greater part of the third and fourth stories, and

a dome over one hundred feet in diameter, and an observatory

which crowned the building, made its interior one of the most
attractive resorts in the country ; and we are told that it was,

till its destruction, the most extensive and capacious hotel in

the United States, Its cost was half a million dollars. A
smaller building on a part of its site, erected about 1833,

preserved its name.

Were I to enumerate all the old landmarks in Boston, it

would be but repeating what has already been published.

The granite block of buildings on Beacon Street, just beyond

the corner of Charles, were the last houses on the Street sixty

years ago, the remainder of the thoroughfare being a cause-

way or mill-dam over what was then the " Back Bay," and the

territory has not yet lost its old name. This " mill-dam," later

styled with some pretension the " Western Avenue," was
originally designed to utilize the tidal water-power for manu-
facturing purposes. All of this property has since been filled

in, and much of it made into a Park, while stately residences

rise on both sides of Beacon Street and the Boulevard, which

extend for miles into the suburbs.

In 1793 the first block of brick houses was erected in Bos-

ton upon Franklin Street. Many of my hearers will remem-
ber this street, before the march of business invaded its quiet,

with its enclosure of green, containing a wooden monument
to Franklin, surmounted I believe by an urn, and the willow
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trees and shrubbery about it. The monument of granite in

the Granary burial ground bearing the name of Franklin,

does not, as many suppose, mark the grave of Benjamin

Franklin, but is in memory of members of the Franklin fam-

ily who are buried there. Near the foot of Franklin Street,

on the right, was the Cathedral of the Holy Cross ; the resi-

dence of its clergy, with a high brick wall enclosing its gar-

den, was just below, on the corner of Federal Street, nearly

opposite the Unitarian Church where Channing preached, and

where the debates on the adoption of the Federal Constitu-

tion were held—a circumstance which gave the name to

Federal Street.

BOSTON COMMON.

One of the chief attractions of Boston is the Common,
which in winter when I was a boy furnished splendid coast-

ing facilities. The long path extending from the foot of Joy
Street to a point below the Frog Pond was invested with

romantic interest by the Autocrat of the Breakfast Table. It

was formerly a grand coast in winter, down which the boys

glided on their sleds— a privilege not allowed them now-a-

days.

The great elm on the Common near the Pond was a promi-

nent feature, and I remember as a boy of eight years standing

upright in a cavity of its trunk. It was blown down Feb. 15,

1876. It was a notable tree, having served as a gallows tree

for reputed witches. Several attempts have been made to

utilize the Common for business purposes, but barring the

granite entrances and exits to the subway, which disfigure it,

no other building upon it has been permitted.

In 1775 the British troops who occupied Boston erected a

fort on what is now known as Flagstaff Hill ; the depression

and form of the trench about it remained until about 1840.

THEATRES.

The Boston Museum, soon to be demolished, was founded

by Moses Kimball in 1846. He was a successful caterer to

public amusement, and upon the stage of the Museum many
of the most distinguished actors and actresses have appeared.
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At the outset the Museum was styled "a deacon's theatre,"

because its announcements of performances were at first made

as " entertainments in the lecture room, which would open

at 3 P. M., so that opportunity could be afforded previously to

visitors to view the curiosities in the lower hall." This was

suggestive at least of the "Exhibition Rooms" of 1792, and

the "Moral" or " Humorous Lectures" of that period—the

names by which the friends of the drama called theatres and

theatrical entertainments, to evade the law of 1750, which

forbade them. It was in 1792 that the sheriff invaded an

" Exhibition Room " in Board Alley, now Hawley Street, and

interrupted a " Humorous Lecture," otherwise the " School

for Scandal," which, as a programme for the evening still

preserved shows, was the entertainment at the time.

The first " entertainment in the lecture room " of the first

Boston Museum building, then on the corner of Tremont and

Bromfield Streets, was one in which " Miss Adelaide Phillips,

the Child of Avon," appeared, and it was styled "The Four

Mowbrays," in which Miss Phillips impersonated the different

parts. Admission 25 cents, no secured seats. Here, and in

the building now standing farther north on the same street,

the fairy tales of our childhood—" Aladdin and His Wonder-

ful Lamp," "The Forty Thieves," "The Sleeping Beauty,"

and others, were famous and attractive spectacles. Its man-

ager for many years was Mr. R. M. Field, recently deceased,

and its most prominent performer William Warren, who began

his career at that establishment in 1847, and played there

successfully for thirty-six years, an acknowledged favorite

with his audiences. Mr. Warren completed his fiftieth year

on the stage Oct. 27, 1882. He died Sept. 21, 1888.

The Federal Street Theatre on Federal Street, at the foot

of Franklin, nearly opposite the Cathedral, but fronting on

Federal Street, was the first regular theatre in Boston.

Many of the famous actors of old times appeared here—Bar-

rett, Dickson, Edmund Kean, Finn, and John Howard Payne,

When theatricals languished for a time in the early forties,

this Theatre became the Odeon, and Lyceum lectures and

concerts were held there. It was once more a theatre in

1846, when Charles R. Thorne, a favorite Boston actor, held
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the lease of it. In 1852 it was finally sold and demolished^

and a business structure erected upon its site.

In the rear of the theatre was a passageway, leading from

Franklin to Milk Street, called Theatre Alley, noted chiefly

as being the residence of Grace Dunlap, who sold snuff, and

who in a little garden at the rear, about a dozen feet square,

provided liquid refreshments to the actors who dropped in

there after the performance :

" In Theatre Alley you could get

Grace Dunlap's fragrant snuff,

And if in favor with the dame,

Some much more potent stuff."

We had dramatic performances at the old Tremont Theatre

in those days instead of the variety shows of to-day—Mac-

beth, Julius Caesar, Romeo and Juliet, and Hamlet, with a

dance after them, and a farce to conclude. The auditorium

was a brilliant sight, the front row of the dress circle being

filled with ladies in full evening costume, diamond necklaces

and feathered headdresses. At the end of the third act was

an intermission of half an hour, when the large saloon at the

rear of the dress circle was visited for ice cream and other

refreshments.

And the casts of characters ! Think what could be done

with such a company as Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Smith, Mr. and

Mrs. John Gilbert, Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Ayling, George An-
drews, Mrs. W. H. Cramer, Mr. W. F, Johnson, S. D. John-

son, J. M. Field and W. H. Leman.

Signor Ostinelli led the orchestra at the Tremont Theatre

for several years, "Old Gear" played the double bass, Robert

Beatty the clarionet, Dorn the French horn, Bartlett the

trumpet.

In 1842 the Baptists converted it into a church, which was

burned in 1852, and again in 1879, but afterwards rebuilt.

A few years ago this last edifice was destroyed by fire and

was replaced by the Tremont Temple, in which we are holding

this meeting.

The National Theatre, on Traverse Street, was under the

management of Wm. Pelby, an experienced theatrical man,
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and it was largely patronized by residents of the North End.

He was, I think, the first manager of the old Tremont The-

atre. Being a theatrical manager of notable ability, well

known in Boston in his time, his portrait would not be out of

place upon the walls of our Society.

THE MILLER TABERNACLE.

After the Miller excitement the Miller Tabernacle on

Howard Street was leased for theatrical performances, receiv-

ing the name of Howard Athenaeum, and the first perform-

ance given was Oct. 15, 1845, when the " School for Scandal
"

was played. In February, 1846, the theatre was burned ; and^

immediately after, in the same year, the present building was

erected. Manager Rich made this theatre a success, discard-

ing all plays containing any improper allusions ; and he may
also be credited for raising the variety show to a performance

without any offensive features. Here, near half a century

ago, Mrs. Anna Cora Mowatt played Parthenia to Wyzeman
Marshall's Ingomar ; Wm. R. Blake, in " Old Heads and Young
Hearts," delighted his audiences ; Anna Thillon, a noted

beauty and opera singer, as " The Daughter of the Regiment,"

and in " Crown Diamonds," with Hudson to assist her, drew

crowded houses. It was the favorite place for the lighter

operas, and many a bright particular star from over the ocean

has shone upon its boards.

OTHER LANDMARKS.

Copp's Hill burial ground is one of Boston's landmarks

and antiquities. It began to be used in 1659. It will be

remembered that from this hill Clinton and Howe witnessed

the battle of Bunker Hill and directed the fire of the British

battery. Liverpool Wharf is that where the tea was thrown

overboard by men disguised as Indians, and not T Wharf as

many suppose. The latter was so called for its resemblance,

at the time it was constructed, to the letter T. The old Ma-

sonic Temple on Tremont Street, which is now occupied by

R. H. Stearns & Co., was built upon the site of part of the

Washington Gardens in 1830-2.
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HIGH BUILDINGS,

One of the most noticeable changes in the appearance of

the streets of Boston is due to the large number of high

buildings that have been constructed in the business part of

the city in recent years.

The industrial progress in the history of man has been

divided into the Stone Age, the Bronze Age, and the Iron

Age. In writing the history of our business structures we
can divide them into the three ages of Wood, Stone and

Brick, and Steel. The Age of Wood was of course in "good
Old Colony times." That of Stone and Brick was the Nine-

teenth Century, and the Age of Steel has just begun. Edi-

fices of granite, which were considered the finest business

structures in the city forty years ago, are now considered hope-

lessly old-fashioned, and are torn down to be replaced by

modern "skyscrapers."

The narrow streets of Boston are singularly unsuited for

the very high structures that would give them the appearance

of mountain canons, and it is fortunate that we have a build-

ing law to keep our buildings from reaching the extreme

heights seen in some American cities.

The erection of an eleven-story building where a four-story

building formerly stood, greatly increases the density of busi-

ness population in that spot, and adds to the difficulty of pro-

viding sidewalk and street room for these people and of giving

them rapid transit when they make the afternoon rush to

their homes in the suburbs. How great a matter street-car

transportation has become is shown by the fact that over

220,000,000 passengers were carried by the Boston Elevated

Railway in the year just closed.

There have been several causes for the popularity of the

great steel -framed ofifice buildings. A real estate man claims

that buildings have to be made higher to keep up with the

height of the city taxes, and the greater amount of space

available in a high structure would seem to promise an in-

creased return on the capital invested. The use of steel in

construction makes it possible to erect such buildings more
rapidly than in the "age of stone and brick," and gives assur-

'ance that they are to some degree fireproof.
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MODERN IMPROVEMENTS.

Aside from financial reasons there have been two potent

factors favoring the change in this direction, namely, the

rapid elevator and the telephone. Of course, without the

former the many-storied buildings could not exist, for nobody

would lease the upper stories ; certainly, not many men in

active business would take offices a hundred feet above the

ground, if that distance had to be descended every time they

sent or received a message.

With a telephone at his elbow the tenant of the eleventh

story, seated at his desk, can talk with clients in all parts of

the city, and even to those in other cities a thousand miles

away, and receive as prompt replies as the man on the ground

floor.

The use of the telephone has become so general that we
hardly realize how much it has increased in recent years, but

the reports of the telephone companies show that the number
of instruments in use has about doubled in the three years

since Jan. i, 1900.

The new Pacific Cable, when completed, will facilitate rapid

communication with the Orient, but even now a Boston mer-

chant can send a message from his office to Egypt, or South

Africa, and get a reply in less time than the merchant of sixty

years ago required for the reply to a message sent to Provi-

dence, R. I. What the Wireless Telegraph has in store for

us, we can better judge a year hence.

VISITORS TO THE OLD STATE HOUSE.

A few figures with regard to our Society may be inter-

esting.

The number of visitors to the Old State House who regis-

tered in 1902 was 13,408. Of these 2,367 were Bostonians
;

10,564 were from other parts of the United States, and 477
from foreign countries. This, it should be remembered, is

only the number that recorded their names on the Visitors'

Book. Many of those who visit the rooms do not register.

From what I have said to you it will be perceived that the

Bostonian Society is in a flourishing condition and its value



appreciated by the public. I cannot close these remarks with-

out thanking my associates on the Board of Directors, the

custodians, and, in fact, all the officials of the Society for

their faithful and efficient work ; and this is no empty com-

pliment, as you all know. May it continue, and enable us

still further to " Promote the study of the history of Boston

and preserve its antiquities."

REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS.

The Rev. Joshua P. Bodfish, who had been appointed on

behalf of the Directors to present their Annual Report,

being absent from the country, his report was read by the

Clerk:—

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the

Bostonian Society:

At the close of the year 1902 there were in the Society,

Honorary Members ..... 2

Life Members ...... 536

Annual Members ..... 532

Total 1,070

Showing an increase of 57 Life Members and 22 Annual
Members, making a total increase of 79 Members during the

year.

The Committee on Membership deserve the thanks of the

Society for their efficient labors.

The number of visitors to the rooms of the Society in 1902

who registered is as follows :

—

From Boston ..... 2,367
" elsewhere in the United States . 10,564
" foreign countries . , . 477

Total ...... 13,408

It is found that only about one-sixth of the visitors register

their names ; therefore So,ooo would be a conservative esti-
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mate of the number of visitors. The Society's Rooms have

now become recognized as one of the most instructive exhi-

bits of the history of Old Boston, and the interest in the

building and the collections which it contains, is evidently

constantly increasing.

MONTHLY MEETINGS.

The following papers were read before the Society in

1902 :

—

February 11 : Reading by the Clerk, of two Revolutionary

documents recently given to the Society.

March 11: "A Pilgrimage to Puritan Places," by Edwin
D. Mead.

Aprils: "The Reception of the News of the Battle of

Bunker Hill in England," by Rev. Carlton A. Staples.

May 13 : "Old Shipping Merchants of Boston," by William

P. Jones.

October 14: "^Daniel Webster," by Harvey N. Shepard.

November 11 : "The Life and Activities of Hon. John
Read, a distinguished lawyer and citizen of Boston, from 1722

to 1749," by George B. Reed.

December 9 : "Trip of the Independent Boston Fusiliers,

Capt. John Y. Champney commanding, to Washington in

1835," as described in a diary written by Orderly Sergeant

Noah Lincoln, Jr., by Capt. Albert A. Folsom.

The papers^read) were unusually interesting, and the large

attendance at the meetings show the great interest of the

public in the early history of Boston.

NECROLOGY,

Since the last report we have learned of the death of

twenty-eight of our members, one of whom died in 1901.

The list is as follows :

—

Charles Henry Hayden, born in Boston, July 6, 1826, died

in Cohasset, August 28, 1901.
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DIED IN 1902,

Charles Brooks Perkins, born in Boston, March 13, 1842,

died in Boston, January 4.

Nathaniel Willard Pierce, born in Newburyport, February

28, 1823, died in Boston, January 10.

John Ward Dean, born in Wiscasset, Me., March 13, 1815,

died in Medford, January 22.

Hamilton Kuhn, born in Philadelphia, Pa., June 8, 1866,

died in Nassau, Bahama Islands, January 27.

Warren Hapgood, born in Harvard, October 14, 1816, died

in Boston, January 30.

Mrs. Sibylla Bailey Crane, born in Boston, July 31, 185 1,

died in Boston, January 31.

Michael Shepard Bolles, born in Boston, May 31, 1844, died

in Boston, February i.

James Hutchins Danforth, born in Boston, July 7, 1817,

died in Boston, March 6.

Alden Speare, born in Chelsea, Vt., October 26, 1825, died

in Pasadena, Calif., March 22.

Joshua Blake, born in Boston, March 27, 1827, died in New-
ton, April 17.

Peter Mclntyre, born in Glasgow, Scot., August 25, 1818,

died in San Diego, Calif., April 18.

Mrs. Elizabeth Bellamy Bailey, born in Kittery, Me., Au-
gust 18, 1828, died in Boston, April 22.

John Homans, 2nd, born in Boston, March 15, 1857, died

in Boston, May 4.

Horatio Hollis Hunnewell, born in Watertown, July 27,

18 10, died in Wellesley, May 20.

Cornelius Frederick Cox, born in Devonshire, England,

December 21, 1824, died in Boston, June i.

William Storer Eaton, born in Boston, April 2, 18 17, died

in Boston, June i.

George Bigelow Chase, born in Boston, October i, 1835,

died in Dedham, June 2.

George Ernest Armstrong, born in Boston, September 27,

1857, died in Becket, June 10.

John Moorhead Clark, born in Boston, August 10, 1821,

died in Boston, June 22.
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Nathaniel Greenwood Snelling, born in Boston, January 21,

1823, died in Boston, July 24.

Miss Louise Harding Williams, born in West Roxbury,

June 30, 1869, died in Cohasset, August 8.

Joseph Beal Glover, born in Dorchester, March 15, 181 5,

died in Boston, August 12.

George Robert White Scott, born in Pittsburg, Pa., April

17, 1844, died in Berlin, Germany, September 13.

Edwin Whitney Gay, born in Boston, January 17, 1845,

died in Newton, September 24.

James Lane Gorham, born in Boston, January 11, 1810,

died in Boston, October 2.

Philip Prager, born in Posen, Germany, January 2, 1837,

died in Boston, October 13.

Mrs. Lucy Richmond Read, born in Boston, March 4, 18 17,

died in Boston, November 30.

Messrs. Pierce, Dean, Kuhn, Hapgood, Romans, Chase,

Gay and Prager, Mrs. Read and Miss Williams were life

members.

Messrs. Hayden, Perkins, Bolles, Danforth, Speare, Blake,

Mclntyre, Hunnewell, Cox, Eaton, Armstrong, Clark, Snell-

ing, Glover, Scott and Gorham, Mrs. Crane and Mrs. Bailey

were annual members.

Thus our fellow-members have been passing away, leaving

us to mourn their loss and to cherish a fond remembrance of

their friendship and their virtues.

During the year the Boston Memorial Association has

united with us to strengthen our hands and do the work of

preserving memorials of the early history of Boston, a work

common to the purposes of each Society.

When we return to our rooms after the restoration and

improvements now being made by the Boston Transit Com-
mission, we expect to be able to pursue the objects of our

Society with greater efficiency than ever before.

Respectfully submitted,

Joshua P. Bodfish,

For the Directors.

December ^I, ig02.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
THE ROOMS, 1902.

The collections of the Society are enhanced yearly by the

additions made to them, and it is gratifying to report that

the year 1902 is no exception to the rule.

Many interesting relics have been given and loaned to

the Society, of which the following are worthy of mention :

The Society has received as a gift from the estate of our

late member, Warren Hapgcod, by Benjamin C. Clark, a sil-

ver tankard and silver snuff-box made by Paul Revere for Gen.

Amasa Davis, a great-grandfather of Mr. Hapgood's wife.

Mr. John A. Duggan of Atlantic, Mass., has loaned an

interesting relic, the swing sign of the Hancock Tavern,

Corn Court. This ancient sign bears the portrait of Gov.

Hancock, and as the tavern is soon to be demolished by the

march of improvement, it finds an appropriate place in the

collections of the Society.

There has also been loaned to the Society by two mem-
bers, Mr. Thomas Cahill and his grandson, Mr. Thomas
Cahill Cummings, an oil portrait of George Washington, It

is a copy of the Stuart portrait, the name of the artist being

unknown.

Mention should be made of a picture given to the So-

ciety by Miss Helen Griggs. It is an allegorical painting

on glass, and is supposed to be contemporaneous. It is en-

titled "America," and represents a female figure seated at

the base of an obelisk, weeping for the defeat at Bunker

Hill. On the obelisk are inscribed the names of Warren
and Montgomery. There are passing before her, female

figures representing peace, prosperity and order, and in the

background are ships of commerce. The picture is strikingly

prophetic of the wonderful prosperity which has come to

this country through the years of its existence.

There has been expended $138.28 for the maintenance of

the rooms, and the Society has received the sum of $299.70

from the sale of publications and souvenirs.

The Society may well be proud of its collections, the

building in which they are displayed, and the community in

which the building is a precious relic.



More and more each year do the American people find

that all historical roads lead to Boston, and that their knowl-

edge of "the times which tried men's souls" is incomplete

until they have visited the Old State House, of which John

Adams said in his later years, " Here the child Independence

was born."

For the Committee,

Charles F. Read,

December ^l, ig02. Clerk.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
THE LIBRARY, 1902.

The additions to the Librar}'- of the Society, by gift and

purchase, during the year 1902, have been 119 volumes

and 150 pamphlets, and there has been expended, of an

appropriation of $100, the sum of ^87.03.

Two of our esteemed fellow members, Messrs. John J.

May and William B. Trask, have given to the Society, from

their libraries, a collection of books and pamphlets covering

a wide range of subjects, biographical, genealogical and

historical. The Society is indebted to these members for

their interest in its objects.

Among the books thus acquired are " The Story of the

Revolution," by Henry Cabot Lodge ;
" Letters on the

American Rebellion," by Samuel A. Goddard ; "Dictionary

of Phrase and Fable "
; "Great Disasters"; " Memoirs and

Letters of Charles Sumner," by Edward L. Pierce ; Lives of

Ralph Waldo Emerson, William Ellery Channing and Richard

Henry Dana, and memoirs of many eminent Bostonians.

Other noteworthy books received are :
" Biography of

James Russell Lowell," by Horace E. Scudder, from Benja-

min C. Clark ;
" Roger Wolcott," from the author, Rt. Rev.

William Lawrence, D.D. ;
" Massachusetts Soldiers and Sail-

ors of the Revolutionary War," volumes IX and X, from the

Secretary of State of Massachusetts ; "The Lawson History

of the America Cup," from Thomas W. Lawson ; "History

of the Civil War in America," by John S. C. Abbott, and

"History of Lynn, Mass.," from Arthur F. Clarke; the Boy-

den, Danforth and Everett genealogies ; and a collection of
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publications from the National Museum of Antiquities of

Stockholm, Sweden.

The Committee are glad to announce that copies of the

Boston Directory for 1806 and 18 10 have been added to

the Library during the past year, making the set owned by

the Society complete. The portion of the set from 1789

to 1845, inclusive, has been rebound in an attractive and

durable form, and the entire collection is of interest and

information to the visitors to the Library.

The Library grows rapidly, and the additional shelf-room

provided two years ago is now filled. Provision for further

increase must be made in the near future.

If the examples of the two members mentioned were to

be followed by others, the Library would soon be equipped

to do its share of the work of the Society in the community,

and offer to students of history a mine of wealth.

A detailed list of accessions will be found on a subsequent

page.

For the Committee,

Charles F. Read,

December ^l, ig02. Clerk.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER, 1902.

The Treasurer herewith presents his annual report for

1902,

The invested funds of the Society on December 31, 1901,

consisted of $27,000, taken at par, and an uninvested bal-

ance in the New England Trust Company of $2,855.40,

making a total of $29,855.40.

The Finance Committee purchased on January 21, from

the accumulated uninvested fund, a $2,000 Boston & Maine

R. R. bond at a cost of $2,540,

On April 24, the Society received from the estate of its

late member, Edward Ingersoll Browne, by Francis C. Welch
and Charles Thorndike, executors, the sum of $710. This

amount is 71 per cent, of the legacy of $1000 which Mr.

Browne left to the Society in his will.

On October i, three $1000 Cleveland, Ohio, bonds ma-

tured, and from the proceeds, and from the accumulated
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uninvested funds, there was purchased on October 14, a

Massachusetts $5,000 State bond at a cost of $5,483.40.

The Society voted, at its meeting on December 9, to re-

ceive, upon certain conditions, the funds of the Boston

Memorial Association. In accordance with this vote, there

was received on December 19, from the treasurer of that

Association, Dr. Francis H. Brown, the sum of $1,179.51,

which awaits investment.

The invested funds of the Society at the close of the

present year amount to $31,000, figured at par, and produce

an income of $1,290. There is also a balance in the New
England Trust Company of $1,427.93, making a total of

$32,427.93.

It is gratifying to find that the Society's funds have so

materially increased during the present year
;
yet our efforts

as members should not be relaxed in the endeavor to increase

its membership with desirable persons, the natural conse-

quence of which is to strengthen its financial condition.

Charles F. Read,

Treasurer.

December ^I, ig02.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
PUBLICATIONS.

Early in the year the Catalogue of the autographs in the

" Colburn collection,"— which have now been carefully ar-

ranged, appropriately classified, and mounted in twelve thick

quarto volumes with illustrative plates also given by Mr. Col-

burn— was completed and has been printed; it gives suffi-

cient information concerning them, in a condensed form, to

identify the writers and their relation to American history,

and more especially that of the Colonial period. It shows

something of the value of our treasures in this department,

which is worthy of careful study.

Until the present month the first in the series of pam-

phlets reporting the Proceedings of the Society was the

record of the Second Annual Meeting, held in January, 1883 ;

this has long been out of print, and the Committee have

therefore caused it to be reprinted, so that those members
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who desire to do so may now complete their sets — most of

the subsequent numbers being also still obtainable. No
account of the first Annual Meeting, which was held January

lO, 1882, was published at that time; and it was thought

desirable to print from the records a small edition of this

report also, to perfect our annals ; this is of special value,

for it supplies a list of our original members, who then num-

bered one hundred and eleven. The list of active and life

members to-day shows a ten-fold increase in our Society,

over and above the losses by deaths, removals, and other

causes. Certainly no better evidence could be given of the

interest the public feels in the Bostonian Society, and of

the cordial manner in which it has approved and sustained

its objects. These two Reports are now for sale at the

Society's rooms.

The entire edition of the previous Catalogue of our collec-

tions having been disposed of, and some necessary changes

having been made in the arrangement, etc., of the numerous

articles of an antiquarian character in our cabinets, which

have so much to interest the student of Boston's past history,

it was found desirable to publish a new edition. The sale of

these Catalogues has always returned to our treasury the

amount expended, and something more, and they have also

proved a valuable means of affording information to visitors

and members, as well as of bringing new gifts or loans to

our exhibits. During the last year the amount received from

sales of our publications, and from souvenirs, was about

^300.00.

The Committee have selected for reproduction as a front-

ispiece of this issue of the Annual Proceedings, Paul Re-

vere's famous hand-colored engraving of the Boston Massacre,

that important event in the Revolutionary history of Boston,

which occurred within a few steps of the Old State House,

the home of the Bostonian Society.

The Society is fortunate in the possession of an excellent

copy, which is even more interesting and valuable on account

of its historical associations. It is in the original frame, and

has, pasted on the back, the following memorandum :
—

"Given in 1825 to Josiah Quincy (1772-1864) by his aunt,
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Mrs. Storer, sister of Josiah Quincy, Jr., who defended Cap-

tain Preston." Signed Eliza Susan Quincy, 5 Park Street,

Boston, March 5, 1870. [The Centennial of the event].

Paul Revere's Massacre is, perhaps, the best known of

the early examples of American art, and is eagerly sought

for by many private collectors. A copy was sold in Boston

in 1901 for $800.00.

There has been a considerable call for duplicates of the

colored illustrations printed in previous years, which are

photographic reproductions, reduced of course to suitable

size for publishing in our Proceedings ; this demand is grati-

fying, as it shows that the plan proposed some three years

ago by your Committee has been appreciated by the public.

There has been a desire for accurate copies of these quaint

pictures, which are among the treasures of our collections,

and our reproductions have been selected with this in view.

Originals have long been unattainable.

For the Committee,

Charles F. Read,

Clerk.

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

Mr. Francis H. Manning, Chairman of the Committee to

nominate Officers of the Society for 1903, made the follow-

ing report :
—

For Clerk and Treasurer.

Charles F. Read.

For Directors.

Levi L. Willcutt,

David H. Coolidge,

Albert A. Folsom,

I William H. Lincoln,

Curtis Guild,

Joshua P. Bodfish,

Benjamin C. Clark,

James F. Hunnewell,
William T. R. Marvin

[Signed] Francis H. Manning, Chairman,

RuFus G. F. Candage,

Francis H. Brown,
Robert B. Williams,

Charles H. Taylor, Jr.

Committee.
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The Report was accepted, and it was voted to proceed to

ballot. The result, as ascertained by the tellers, Messrs.

Wra. Tracy Eustis and Frank A. Waterman, showed that the

candidates were unanimously elected.

It was voted that the President's address and the various

reports of the committees as submitted be printed in the

Annual Proceedings.

Adjourned.
Charles F, Read,

Clerk.
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THE LIFE AND ACTIVITIES OF HON. JOHN
READ OF BOSTON.

The following paper was read before the Society, Nov. ii,

1902, by George B. Reed :
—

The Honorable John Read, a distinguished lawyer and

citizen of Boston in provincial days, 1722-1749, "had as great

a genius," said President John Adams, "and became as emi-

nent as any man," and he prefaced his remark with this say-

ing of Mr. Read's :
" My knowledge of the law cost me seven

years' hard study in that great chair."

It is my purpose in this paper to speak of Mr. Read more

particularly as a lawyer and of his career as such, premising

that what I have to say must necessarily be fragmentary, for

but little relating to his activities has come down to us through

the hundred and fifty years since his death. He was a native

of Fairfield, Connecticut, born January 29th, 1679, the son of

William Read of that town and grandson of William Read,

an early settler of Stratford, afterwards of Norwalk ; both

were men of property and distinction ; his mother (Deborah)

was a daughter of Nathaniel Baldwin of Fairfield, "ancestor

of an eminent and highly honored family." In the year 1692

he entered Harvard College and also his 'teens, and graduated

in 1697, seventh in a class of fourteen. For the information

of College "boys," I would say that nothing has come down

to us of his college career save what appears in the following

paraphrase of the first verse of the Psalms, repeated extem-

pore by a sedate fellow-student on leaving a classmate's room

after " picking himself up " from the floor amid the wreck of

the chair in which, on entering, he was invited to sit :

*

" Blest is the man who hath not lent

To wicked Read his ear,

Nor spent his life as Collins hath,

Nor sat in Southmayd's chair."

* Anecdote of Rev. Hugh Adams in Farmer and Moore's Hist. Coll. of

N. H., Vol. 2.
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On leaving College Mr. Read turned his attention to the

ministry, the only field of activity, influence and usefulness

for educated men in those days ; and after some months'

preparation and at the age of eighteen years, entered upon

his labors in that calling, preaching first at Waterbury, Con-

necticut, then at East Hartford for a time, and about three

years at Stratford, when he began the study of the law, which

at that time, as a science, was in its infancy, so to speak, in

this country ; courts having been established (under the Pro-

vincial Charter) but a few years before, in 1692.

What led him to enter upon the study of the law is not

now known. It may have been owing to, or have grown out

of, the contentions which he and his friends and associates of

Stratford had with parties from Old Milford for lands includ-

ing the rich intervales on the Housatonic River in New Mil-

ford. It appears that, after he had obtained titles to these

lands given many years before by the Indians, which titles

had been received under a permit from the General Court

in 1670, with no restrictions or conditions, a patent was given

by the General Assembly in 1703, covering the same lands,

to parties from Old Milford who brought suits of ejectment.

Mr. Read acted as attorney for himself in defence ; and in a

petition to the General Assembly he says that, after gaining

his case in court fifteen times, he lost it on the sixteenth.

As this petition is interesting personally and historically,

and withal unique of its kind, I give it quite in full ; it was

addressed to the General Assembly sitting at New Haven in

1710:

May it please the Honorable Court : Misfortunes in my ad-

ventures have undone me utterly, for as I thought with a prudent

foresight I purchased about twenty thousand acres of lands in

Wiantinock [New Milford and vicinity], parcel of a purchase of thirty

nine, recorded in May last ; had spent much to settle and defend it

;

settled some inhabitants with me yr afterwards, tried ye title and

defended it against home pretenders. Sixteen times have I been to

Court about it, ever gaining till ye last Courts Assistants wherein I

finally lost ; and am utterly discouraged and broken — finding two

things, 1st that I am not able to maintain suits forever, and that

Indian titles are grown into utter contempt, which things make me
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weary of the world. Wherefore I pray, seeing I nor my father

have had not one foot of land by division or grant of town or

county, tho' spending all our days in it, that I may have liberty if I

can find a place in ye colony (whch I know not yet of) not granted

to nor purchased by any
;

y't by your allowance I may settle it

with some others of my friends, where in obscurity we may get a

poor living, and pray for your health and prosperity with great

content.

"This Indian deed to Mr. Read," says Mr. Orcutt in his

excellent History of New Milford, " had stood on the records,

sanctioned by a court decision, more than thirty years, when
the General Assembly gave the permit to the Old Milford

Company, and the deed was received upon the specific condi-

tions that the plantation should interfere with no other

titles."

It appears from records that Mr. Read was duly granted

lands in and about what is now New Fairfield, bordering on

the Province of New York, but, not choosing it as a place of

residence, he located within the bounds of the present town

of Reading, in that part of it then and now called Lonetown,

a very pleasant locality, where he erected a manor-house,

naming the estate " Manor of Lonetown." " Here," says the

late Lawyer Beers of Fairfield, in his Address on Mr. Read,

delivered before the Fairfield County (Conn.) Historical So-

ciety, " were his professional headquarters, his counting-

room as a large operator in real estate, and the point from

which he journeyed to the General Assembly when a mem-
ber ; and it was here that he wrote the following curious

document that quaintly emphasizes his saying that ' Indian

deeds had grown into utter contempt.'
"

Know all men by these crooked scrawls and seals yt we Chick-

ens^ alias Sam Mohawk, and Naseco do solemnly declare that we

are owners of ye tract of land called Lonetown, fenced around

between Danbury and Fairfield ; and John Read, Governor and

Commander-in-chief thereof and of ye Dominions thereupon de-

pending, desiring to please us have plied the foot and given us

three pounds in money, and promised us a house next autumn.

In consideration thereof we do hereby give and grant to him and

his heirs forever, the farm above mentioned and corn appurtaining
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and further of our free will, motion, and soverain pleasure make
ye land Manour ; Indowing ye land thereof, and creating said John
Read, Lord Justice and Soverain Pontiff of ye same to him and

his heirs forever. Witness our crooked marks and borrowed seals

this seventh day of May, 17 14.

In presence of Chickens, his X mark.

Liacus, his ? crook. alias

Sam Mohawk.
Martha Harney, her X mark.

Naseco, his ? mark.

The above mentioned personally appeared and acknowledged ye

above Instrument yr free act and cheerful deed, in Fairfield, ye 7th

day of May 17 14 before me
Nathan Gold, Dep. Gov.

his S seal.

This document, still preserved in the original, has some-

thing of the savor of trifling, but it really came before the

Deputy Governor and was legally binding.

Mr. Read was admitted to the bar October 6, 1708, at New
Haven, and we may infer from the following incident that he

at once exhibited much zeal in his clients' cause, for at the

next term of Court, May, 1709, he was admonished by the

Court and forbidden to plead until he should make an

acknowledgment, which he did October following, of not

intending any contempt. It is said his offence was, inti-

mating that the Court was partial in a matter. This was

too much for the staid and stately Governor and his Assist-

ants to stand, at least from so young a "practitioner."

May 22, 1712, he was appointed Queen's Attorney for the

Colony, and held the office several years. His name appears

often in the " Connecticut Colonial Records " in connection

with matters before the Courts and the General Assembly.

He was largely interested in the purchase and sale of real

estate and in procuring grants of lands from the Colonial

Government. He was one of the purchasers of the " Equi-

valent Lands," so called,— 105,793 acres given by Massachu-

setts to Connecticut in settlement of a boundary question,

and by the latter sold at auction in 17 16. Ten thousand
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acres of the lands included in his share were in one body,

located in what is now the township of Ware, in Hampshire

County, and were known as the " Manor of Peace," as being

a peace offering to Connecticut.

As the sale of these lands was a noted one in its day, and

the parties to it were leading citizens of Massachusetts and

Connecticut, most of them being residents of Boston, I will,

if the digression be permitted, give a short history of the

affair, together with the names of those forming the " syndi-

cate," as we should term it in our day, who made the purchase,

or rather for whom the purchase was made.

The settlement of the line of boundary between Connect-

icut and Massachusetts, in 1713, threw within the line of

Connecticut the towns of Enfield, Somers, Woodstock, and

Suffield, which had thus far been under the jurisdiction of

Massachusetts. By an agreement between the two colonies

these towns were allowed to remain under Massachusetts rule,

in consideration of which that colony granted a tract of land

to Connecticut. This land became known as the Equivalent

Lands, and embraced Belchertown, Pelham, and parts of

Prescott and Ware, and other localities. They were sold by

the Connecticut Commissioners, Matthew Allyn, Joseph Tal-

cott, Roger Wolcott and Aaron Cooke, at a vendue holden at

Hartford, April 24th and 25th, 1716, for 683 pounds, which

was the most that was offered, being less than one farthing

per acre, says Trumbull. William Pitkin bid them off for the

following-named persons, as appears from the deed on record

at Springfield, viz. :

Gurdon Saltonstall Esq of New London, Paul Dudley, Adding-

ton Davenport, Thomas Fitch and Anthony Stoddard of Boston

Esqrs, William Brattle of Cambridge clerk, Ebenezer Pemberton

of Boston clerk, William Dummer of Boston merchant for himself

and his brother Jeremiah Dummer Esq, Jonathan Belcher merchant,

John White gentleman both of Boston aforesaid, and William Clark

in Common street in Boston aforesaid merchant, John Wainwright

of the same town merchant for himself and Henry Newman Esq

and John Caswell merchants both of London, Samuel Appleton

and Addington Davenport Esqrs as feoffers in trust for Dame Mary
Saltonstall wife of the aforesaid Gurdon Saltonstall Esq, Nathan
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the same town Esq, John Stoddard of Northampton in the said

Province Esq for himself and Elisha Williams of Wethersfield in

said Colony Gentleman, and John Read of Lonetown in said Colony

Gentleman."

The lands were surveyed and laid out in several plats and

divided into sixteen shares.

In May, 17 19, Mr. Read was appointed by Connecticut

one of the commissioners on the boundary line between that

colony and New York ; and in March, 1720, was appointed

commissioner to consult with commissioners from the Prov-

inces of Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode Island,

as to the means for recovering the credit of the paper money
in circulation. The record of the appointment reads as fol-

lows :

*

IVhereas, It has been proposed that commissioners from this

Colony and from the Provinces of the Massachusetts Bay, New
Hampshire and Rhode Island, meet at Boston and consider in what

manner the credit of the bills of said governments may be best

recovered and supported, and prepare a report to be made thereon

to the Assemblies of the said governments,

Resolved, That Mr. John Read, as a commissioner from this

government, attend the said meeting, and endeavour, with them, to

prepare such a report, and lay it before the General Assembly of

this Colony in May next.

His report,! proposing how to mend the value of the

paper money that Connecticut has put in circulation, is an

interesting document, in which he states the "necessity" for

so doing, "the remedy," and "the present advantages" for

doing it. He says :

The paper money now abroad daily sinks in its value and

estimation, that already it don't serve as a just medium of trade,

but the merchants raise their goods, I believe, to what they think

it will sink to before they are paid, and so the husbandry (the stay

of the land) always come off the worst by it ; and its sinking faster

and faster will make it issue in evils unforeseen. Perhaps it may

be [ordered redeemed] by Act of Parliament, or by other orders

* Connecticut Colonial Records.

t Connecticut Archives, Finance and Currency, Vol. 2, Doc. 154.
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from England ; and if the order comes it may bring other incon-

veniences with it, and doubtless it is best to give our fathers at

home no occasion to reform any real evils among us, lest we be

grieved at the measures taken with us. At the best, in the course

it is now in, it will soon come to be no medium of trade, nor at all

serve the purposes proposed ; and we shall be obliged to give

silver money for the payment of those old broken rags wherever

they are found— for money it will not be, and money we must have

and be just.

In 1722 Mr. Read came to Boston to live, residing at first on

Hanover Street where now stands the American House, and

later removing to a mansion on Queen Street, now Court

Street, the site of the present " Minot Building," opposite

the old Court House.

It is evident that his reputation as a man of high charac-

ter, and his fame as a lawyer, had preceded him, for he at

once entered upon a large law practice, and the following

year (1723) was elected by the Legislature Attorney General

of the Province.

Before proceeding further to note in detail his career here

in Boston, I would give a general outline of his character,

ability, and influence as a lawyer, as portrayed by Mr. Knapp
in his " Biographical Sketches of Eminent Lawyers, States-

men, and Men of Letters," published in 1821 :
—

At the commencement of the last century, John Read, a man of

genius and profound acquirements, began his career as a lawyer.

To sterling integrity, extensive views and decision of character, he

added industry He reduced the jarring and contradictory

forms of practice to a system ; taught courts the advantages of

precedents, and practitioners the value of knowledge. All that

has come down to us from him shows acumen, research, and vigor

of understanding He was distinguished for genius, beloved

by the votaries of literature, reverenced by the contemporary

patriots of his country, the pride of the bar, the light of the law,

and chief among the wise, the witty and the eloquent— one who
lived long and did much, but yet of whom so little is matter of

historical record that a single page would contain all that is writ-

ten of him. It is painful to think that a man so proudly pre-

eminent among his peers should now be so buried in obscurity.
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Tradition, it is true, is stored with anecdotes of him, but we look

in vain for written memorials To prove that he was a pro-

found lawyer, not trammeled by the mere letter of the law, nor

confused by its prolixity, it is only necessary to look at his legal

labors which are now extant. He from his own high responsi-

bility reduced the quaint, redundant and obscure phraseology of

the English deeds of conveyance to their present short, clear and

simple forms now in common use among us. Forms seemingly

prolix have generally their use, and most lawyers are attached to

them from habit, and from a belief that it is better to be tautological

than obscure from too much brevity. His influence and authority

must have been great as a lawyer to have brought these retrenched

forms into general use. The declarations which he made and

used in civil actions have many of them come down to us as prece-

dents, and are amongst the finest specimens of special pleading

which can be found. Story has preserved some of his forms, and

Parsons used to say that many other lawyers had assumed his

works as a special pleader as their own, and that the honors due

him had, by carelessness or accident, been given to others who
had only copied his forms His method of managing causes,

his terse arguments, his cutting irony, his witticisms, and his good

nature, too, were well known to that generation of lawyers to which

Gridley, Trowbridge and Pynchon belonged ; and facts illustrating

his powers and disposition were familiar to the next— to Lowell,

Parsons, and those just gone. Everything said of him went to

show his genius, his learning, sagacity, eccentricity, integrity and

benevolence.

I have said that Mr. Read was elected in 1723 by the

Legislature Attorney General ; he was also chosen in 1724,

but the Governor negatived the vote, not that he objected to

Mr. Read, but he claimed the authority to appoint, and this

difference of opinion, and contention between the House of

Representatives and the Governor and Council over the office

continued unabated and unsettled for many years, even down

to the adoption of our State Constitution. It was about the

only office connected with the Courts in which there was any

question as to where the authority to choose really rested.

This matter has of late years been thoroughly looked up and

written up by one fully competent to do so,* and the record

*Mr. Abner C. Goodell.



Z7

is very interesting historically, but I will not enter upon it
;

sufficient for my narrative here to say, that amid all the dis-

sensions between the two branches of the Legislature Mr.

Read was chosen and consented to for the office in 1725,

1726, and 1727. His election not being consented to in 1724
enabled him to defend, or to take some part in the defence of

a Boston bookseller in a suit for libel brought against him by

the Government, which attracted much attention at the time.

On his client's appeal to the Superior Court for arrest of

judgment Mr. Read made an able argument which has been

preserved. A full account of this trial has been written by

one of our leading local historical writers,* from which I

extract the following graphic description of the sittings of the

Court in those days :

—

On the 3d of the month (November) Anno Domini 1724, in the

Council Chamber of the Old State House, familiar to all Bostonians,

the Superior Court of Judicature and Assize opened its session.

The Judges, the Jury, and the Attorneys were all in their places.

A slight draft on the imagination will furnish a vivid picture of this

Court room as it appeared on that crispy autumnal morning. A
few fagots of hickory were blazing on the ample hearth. The arms

of the House of Hanover and portraits of the royal family of Eng-

land were looking down from the walls of the spacious room, to

give dignity and authority to the proceedings of the highest legal

tribunal in the Province of the Massachusetts Bay. At one side,

on a dais slightly raised, sat the Chief-Justice, and on either side

the Associate Justices all in their official robes, bands, and wigs. . .

Around a spacious table, near the centre of the room were the

attorneys in their citizens' dress. Among them was Robert Auch-
muty acting in place of the Attorney General by appointment of the

Council, and not far removed was the distinguished John Read,

already the corypheus of the Boston Bar, and near him his client.

In their proper place sat the impanelled jury. Besides these, there

were present in an unofficial way, we may believe, the ministers both

of the Church of England and of the Dissenters and other gentle-

men drawn thither by their interest in this trial. The chief interest

centred in the arguments of the learned, able and distinguished

counsel on both sides. After the usual formalities, the administra-

* Rev. Edmund F. Slafter, D. D.
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tion of the oath to the jurors, the reading of the indictment, the

trial was opened.

The argument of Mr. Read in arrest of judgment in this

case, was written out in his own hand and signed by him, and

is still preserved in the files of the Supreme Judicial Court of

the Commonwealth.

In 1727 Mr. Read appeared again in quite a celebrated

case, this time before the Legislature, in behalf of the Min-

isters of the Church of England in Boston, claiming the right

to be members of the Board of Overseers of Harvard Col-

lege by force of the term " teaching elders " in the first

charter of the College granted in 1642, the Board of Over-

seers denying their right by force of these terms. The reply

of the Ministers to the answer of the Overseers, says Presi-

dent Quincy in his History of the College, "was prepared

and signed by their counsel, John Read, one of the most

eminent lawyers of that period in New England ; " and their

right to a seat in the Board was maintained on various

grounds, one of these being that

They have been duly ordained, instituted and inducted into their

respective churches, and are in fact proper teaching elders of these

churches, as we have alleged, and are ready to prove, and this has

not been denied by the answer aforesaid, and therefore they are by

the Act [of 1642] made Overseers, and have a right to sit as such.

Upon the whole, we account the College a common interest, and

beg leave, with the answers, to call it our College, and the said Act

our depositum. They will have nevertheless benefit of it, and we

shall all have the more charity, and the better title to a blessing on

it, which is and shall be the constant prayer of your Honors' most

humble Orators.

(Signed) John Read '^ Qiier.

An incident took place in Boston in the following year

(1728) that led to a contest in the settlement of an estate

surpassing in many respects even those of our own day ;

it extended over several years of time. At its crisis Mr.

Read appeared as counsel for the heirs-at-law, and his pre-
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sentation of the matter to the Governor and Council put an

end to the case, so far at least, we may believe, as the courts

in this country were concerned. The case is clearly stated,

and sufficiently full for our understanding of the matter, in

the answer of Mr. Read to the appeal, which I quote in full,

avoiding the abbreviated form of words in general use at that

day, and the inserting of the real names of the parties :
—

Province of the

Massachusetts Bay SS.

7'o his Excellency Jonathan Belcher Esq^. Captain General and Gov-

erfior in Chief, and the Honorable Council.

Andrew Sewall of Boston Esq', for himself and others the next

friends of Howaid Phelps late of Boston deceased,

Humbly Showeth,

That Gordon Phelps of Boston Esqy Administrator of the es-

tate of the said Howard Phelps deceased has taken the personal

estate of the said Howard and converted the same to his own use,

and after waiting some years for his account thereof, the honorable

Judge of Probate impowered the said Andrew Sewall to sue for the

penalty of his administration bond, and by the Judgment of the

Superior Court in Boston in February last [1733] he recovered

Judgment against him for the amount thereof and costs.

That your petitioners on the twenty fourth of April last peti-

tioned the said judge of Probate for the money to be paid to and

amongst them, and instead of that, his Honor made a decree that

he would pay the said sum to them in equal parts, they giving bond

to refund upon proper occasion, and the said Gordon Phelps ap-

pealed to Your Excellency and this honorable Board from that

decree, and his appeal was allowed accordingly.

Now may it please your Excellency the said Andrew Sevvall hum-

bly conceives that there was no colour for the said appeal by law,

and the reason truly is that there is no colour for the decree. The
Judge of Probate is impowered to make decrees for the division of

the intestate's estate and take bonds of the Administrator that he

shah perform his decrees, but when the Judge of Probate cannot

come at the knowledge of the estate of the deceased nor make any

order upon him to pay any of it out, but is forced to sue the Admin-

istration bond against the Administrator and recovers the money
into his own hands 'tis for the use of the next of kin, and he is to
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pay it directly to and among them, and it is demandable of him by

action of the Common Law as so much money received for the

use of the next of kin, and their receipts discharge him and tliere

is no use nor room for a decree touching it, as your petitioners hum-

bly conceive. Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that the said

appeal may be discharged and the Judge of Probate suffered to pay

the parties the money recovered by judgment of the Superior Court

aforesaid, and your petitioners as in duty bound &c.

Jn? Read ^ Quer,

In Council May 4, 1733 Read and Or-

dered that the Petitioners forthwith serve

Gordon Phelps Esqr. with a copy of the

Petition, and that he give in his answer

thereto as soon as may be.

J. Belcher.

It is evident from what follows that the order of the Gov-

ernor and Council was complied with, and the case decided

against Gordon Phelps, and the prayer of the petitioners

granted, for the case was carried by Phelps on appeal to the

Privy Council in England on the plea that the English law of

primogeniture was in force in Massachusetts, by which he

claimed the property, and the Council there confirmed the

decision here of the Governor and Council.

Mr. Read was employed by Connecticut in her controversy

with New York and also with Rhode Island as to boundary

lines, and by Massachusetts in her controversy as to the same

with New Hampshire and Rhode Island. He was also Attor-

ney for the Town of Boston in many important cases,— one

of which (an ejectment case) relating to land in Dock Square

and vicinity leased to parties by the Town was in the Courts

for several years (1733-1739), and after many trials, retrials

and trials anew, was finally decided in favor of the Town, and

on appeal to the King in Council the decision of the Superior

Court^here was sustained.

Mr. Read had a great knov^rledge of the science of special

pleading.* Judge Trowbridge, in speaking of this, related

the following anecdote to a gentleman of the bar, then living.

The facts show sagacity and acuteness, then the great requis-

* From " Knapp's Biographical Sketches."
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ites for distinction, and which at all times have their weight

in making up a lawyer's character :

A merchant of Salem, or Boston, who had a ship and cargo

seized by the King's custom-house officer for a breach of the Acts

of Trade, applied to Mr. Read for advice. He told him to replevy

the ship and cargo, and a writ of replevin was made out in the form

prescribed by the old Province law, commanding the sheriff to

replevy the same, and deliver them to the plaintiff upon his giving

bond to answer the cost and damages at the next Court of Com-

mon Pleas and respond to the judgment finally given thereon, and

summon the seizing officer to appear and show cause why he had

taken away and impounded the ship and cargo. And as the abat-

ing of writs seemed at that time to be a great part of the practice,

Mr. Read intentionally had given the defendant in replevin no

addition, or else a wrong one. On the day of the sitting of the

court, his client came to him in great agitation, and told him the

counsel for the defendant had found a flaw in the writ and intended

to have it abated. Mr. Read endeavored to calm his client's appre-

hensions, without letting him into the secret of his intentions, and

told him to enter the action. Upon the sitting of the court the

counsel for the defendant whispered across the table to Mr. Read,

informing him of the mistake made in the writ, and that he in-

tended to have it abated. Mr, Read, having examined the writ

and finding it erroneous, desired defendant's counsel to let him

mend it, but he refused. Mr. Read then told him if he would take

advantage of his mistake he could not help it, but he must plead

it; and thereupon a plea of abatement was made, in writing— for

some time such pleas were made ore tejius (word of mouth) — that

the writ might abate and for costs— without requesting a return of

the ship and cargo, and judgment was made up accordingly. Then

Mr. Read told his client to let execution be taken out against him,

and when the officer came to serve it to pay the sum, and not

before. At the next term suit was brought on the bond, and Mr.

Read prayed oyer of the bond and condition, and pleaded in bar

that he had fully complied and performed its conditions by enter-

ing and prosecuting the suit to final judgment, and by paying the

execution, in proof of which he produced the sheriff's return on

the same. The merchant having sent his ship to sea upon her

restoration to him by the writ of replevin, there was an end to the

cause.
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Mr. Read "was, withal, eccentric, and among other in-

stances of it he used to travel incognito into the other colo-

nies, and occasionally would volunteer in the defence of

actions, and always astonished both courts and juries by his

profound learning, his captivating eloquence and his sparkling

wit, which produced a more striking effect from the little

indication which his garb or external appearance gave of

what they ought to expect."*

There is a well-authenticated story of his eccentricity of

character, told by Mr. Knapp, which I will quote :

The intercourse between the South and the North was nothing, in

a commercial or social point of view, then to what it now is. Mr.

Read, one autumn, made up his mind to spend the winter at the

South, and planned the journey after his own manner. Dressing

himself in the plainest garb which could be considered decent, he

cut his staff, slung his pack, and commenced his peregrinations. . . .

As he went on his journey he excited astonishment wherever he

came and among all classes he met. With the breeder of horses he

was a veterinary surgeon ; with farmers, an experienced agricul-

turist ; with mechanics, a master of all trades ; every one with

whom he conversed thought he belonged to his own art, trade or

calling. In some part of his journey he entered a village in which

a court was sitting, and a cause was soon to come on which made a

great excitement among the populace. The plaintiff was poor; his

title, though just, involved in much intricacy— the defendant was

rich, and had able counsel. Mr. Read collected the facts, and

having full confidence in the cause, offered his services to the plain-

tiff as counsel, and notwithstanding his appearance scandalized the

profession, yet the plaintiff had sagacity to discover his merit from

a short conversation with him. On the day of the trial the counsel

and client entered the court. His vulgar garb was soon forgotten

in his first address to the court, stating what induced him to engage

in the cause before them— a love of justice, and to show that

honesty should be fearless ! In a few minutes he both astonished

and captivated them. The cause went on, and he displayed such

learning and ability, such knowledge even of the statute law of the

Province in which he then was, that every one present was filled

with admiration and respect for the man. The case was won, and

he instantly left the place for new adventures.

* Washburn's Judicial History.
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In Mr. Abraham Holmes's Address, delivered before the

Members of the Bar of the County of Bristol, in 1834, ap-

pears the following relating to Mr. Read :

John Read was a man of profound abilities, and of very extensive

acquirements but with all was rather eccentric. Tradition

has handed down an anecdote which, for the sake of illustrating his

amazing resources of mind, I will recite :
" He was in the ministry

before turning his attention to legal studies, and in one of his

eccentric excursions he called on an intimate friend, a clergyman,

whose name was Walker, in the afternoon of a Saturday. Walker

was rejoiced again to see his old friend Read, and invited him to

spend the Sabbath with him, to which Mr. Read willingly agreed.

In the evening Walker told him that he must preach for him the

next day. Mr. Read declined. Mr. Walker insisted. After some

further conversation, Mr. Read found that he must either preach or

disoblige and offend his old friend ; he chose the former, and con-

sented to preach. The next day, after the first prayer, and singing,

Mr. Read rose and opening the Bible, read his text :
' And the

Lord said unto Satan, whence comest thou.'' and Satan said unto

the Lord, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up

and down therein,' and looking around on the congregation, said:

' Without any formal introduction to this discourse from these

words, I shall raise the doctrinal proposition, viz. : the devil is a

Walker.'

Mr. Walker was electrified ; his eyes expanded to an unusual

extent ; the old people sat aghast, the young people could not con-

ceal their giggling. Mr. Read's countenance remained unchanged,

and an unusual solemnity spread over his face. He proceeded to

show what the devil's object was in v/alking up and down in the

earth, 2'his, he said, was to draw men from the path of virtue,

piety and religion. He then went on to show the infinite variety

of means the devil made use of in tempting mankind to sin and

iniquity, all which he particularly specified ; and when some means

failed, he resorted to others more suited to the particular bent of

the person's mind : ail which he very fully illustrated. He then

went on to state the means which we ought in all cases to resort to

in order to defeat these attempts of the devil ; and closed the

whole with some pressing practical reflections,

Mr. Read found time in the midst of his legal labors to

write a Latin Grammar which was published in 1736. It is a
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small i6mo book of 34 pages, with an appendix of 20 pages

of anomalous words. In the introduction he says :

Grammar is the knowledge of the nature of human speech, and

teaches us the nature of words, their syntax, or construction into

sentences, and prosodia, or the composing of sentences into verse.

A word is a part of speech, expressing a single thought, and is

either written or pronounced. In writing we use so many letters

as to signify and distinguish every posture, touch and action of the

organs of speech, whereby the words of a language are spoken,

and the sound of every syllable formed. The Latins have two and

twenty, to which we give the same names and sounds as to those

of our mother tongue.

He ends the book as follows :

Now, therefore, let the tutor distinctly read every chapter [of the

Vulgate Latin translation of the Bible] into English, explaining the

nature and difference of the syntax and translations, as need re-

quires ; and then the pupil, by comparing the English and Latin

translations by himself, shall easily attain the Latin tongue, and at

the same time furnish his mind with the fundamental principles of

all human knowledge, establish his heart with true wisdom and

conduct of life, and finally grow up in favor with God and man.

Amen.

Besides his legal business, Mr. Read was engaged in the

purchase and sale of real estate and in other business enter-

prises. In 1737 he purchased at auction, of the town of

Boston, a township of 23,040 acres in this State, now known
as Charlemont, then called Boston Plantation No. i, and a

few months afterwards sold all of it except 1,760 acres. In

1738 he deeded to his son William his house and lot on Han-

over Street, and the 1,760 acres of land in Charlemont, and

his share, interest, and estate in a township at Piscataqua

River— " in consideration of my natural love and affection

for my loving son, William Read, of Boston, gentleman, and

for his advancement in the world ; " and the same year

bought the large mansion house and lot on Queen Street,

now Court Street, before referred to, where he resided until

his death. He this year (1738) served as a member of the

House of Representatives, and "was the first lawyer who
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was ever chosen a member of the General Court."* From

the Journal of the House that year, it appears that he was a

member of most of the important committees, and made

many of the committee reports.

In 1739 (October 15th) Mr. Read presented a petition to

the General Court of Connecticut, praying their aid in ob-

taining a Patent from the Crown for the coinage of copper

money from the metal produced from the native ores of that

Colony, the profits of the coinage to be secured to him, he

defraying all expenses incident to the attempt, whether suc-

cessful or otherwise. This petition (a lengthy one), and a

letter from Mr. Read referring thereto, are preserved in the

Collections of the "Connecticut Historical Society."

December 20th of the same year (1739) he sent the follow-

ing memorial to the General Court of Massachusetts, "for a

paper currency to introduce money "f (specie), addressed as

follows

:

To His ExcellencyJonathan Belcher, Esq., Capt. Gen''I and Governor

in Chief, the Honorable Council, and Representatives, in General

Court Assembled

:

20th December 1739.

The memorial of John Read, of Boston, gent.: Whereas Province

bills were formerly introduced into trade here upon a par with

money, and served some time as though so much money had been

brought in among us. But, as the bills increased, the money we

had gradually left us, and the falling and uncertain discount put

upon bills effectually barred the return of money into our trade

again. And yet money, by divine appointment the standard to

measure the value of all things, still doth that ofBce for us ; for

the merchant always sells for so much as will produce him the same

sterling he gives, with reasonable advance to answer the depreciating

of our bills, when to be paid him, the chance of markets when he

shall come to them, and his reasonable profit upon the whole.

Now, therefore, since our bills are decreased and determined to

be all speedily called in, it is time to contrive some means to intro-

duce money again : and the only way to do that quietly is to fix

* Washburn's Judicial History of Massachusetts.

1 Massachusetts Archives, " Pecu," Vol. 3, pp. 113, 114.
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some bills and money upon a par again, that as the bills sink the

money may gradually return again, as it gradually departed from us.

To this end, I propose that a sufficient number of you and mer-

chants put in bank 30,000 ozs. of sterling money at 29 shillings an

ounce, the present rate of money in all our trade; add four times

so much more in their bills payable, at four equal yearly payments

in money, all making a bank of ^217,500. Let out this money and

bills in the same proportion annually at five per cent, interest paid

in money, so far as it goes to supply the place of the bills paid off

and sunk. After these bills are paid off, make new ones payable in

three years, then more payable in two years, then more payable in

one year, and at the end of ten years seven tenths of this bank will

be turned into money, and so money may be certainly and very

gradually recovered and brought back into all our trade again

Therefore I humbly propose to this honorable court, for so public a

benefit, to grant the use of the sums aforesaid in Province bills,

during the space above mentioned for the supply of this bank,

gratis ; in case His Majesty shall think fit to allow of it, and I can

find sufficient undertakers for it. If this honorable court will so far

favour and encourage it, I shall use my best endeavours, and have

just ground to hope I shall bring it to effect.

I am, may it please yr Excellency and this Honorable Court,

your most obedient humble servant,

Jn'. Read.

This memorial of Mr, Read's was read in the Council Dec.

27th, and sent to the House, and there received two readings

— Dec. 28th and March 19th— and was then returned to the

Council. His scheme was one of several presented by emi-

nent and wealthy men, to meet an exigency in the financial

affairs of the Province. A plan was finally adopted, and in

1742 the following order was passed in Council

:

Council Records, April 7, 1742.

John Read, Esq., having at the desire of this Board prepared the

form of a Notification or Advertisement to all Persons lately con-

cerned in either of the schemes for making a medium of Trade,

immediately to bring in the sums they are engaged for, and have

received, pursuant to the Act of Parliament made for that purpose.

The said Advertisement was read and approved of, and the Secre-

tary ordered to sign it in the name of the Governor and Council,

and publish it in the several newspapers.
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Mr. Read was a member of the Governor's Council in 1741

and 1742— the latter part of Governor Belcher's administra-

tion and the first part of Governor Shirley's. Governor

Belcher, at the commencement of his administration, had

persuaded his Council that upon the appointment of a new

Governor it was necessary to renew all civil commissions.

The same was proposed in Council by Shirley, and the pre-

cedent brought up, but "Mr. Read, being then a member of

the Council, brought such arguments against the practice

that a majority of the board refused to consent to it,"* ....
•' While he sat at that board he was their oracle, and was

eminently useful to the country."!. ..." As a legislator he

was conspicuous, but so unambitious a man could not have

been a regular leader. He was too independent and enlight-

ened for a lover of prerogative, and too honest for a leader

of faction ; he spoke with frankness, regardless of political

consequences. A great man who condescends to enter into

the politics of the day, and bear the heat and burden of it,

owes nothing to the public for his honors ; but the public

are much indebted to him for his exertions.":]:

Mr. Read was a communicant at " King's Chapel," and

one of the Wardens of the same for two years (1735-36).

He died February 7th, 1749, leaving a large estate to his

family.

Of his character, ability, standing and influence as a man
and a lawyer, distinguished writers and statesmen have

spoken.

Governor Hutchinson speaks of him, "as a very eminent

lawyer, and what is more, a person of great integrity and

firmness of mind."

President John Adams, in a letter to a friend, says, " that

he had as great a genius and became as eminent as any

man." .... And in his controversy with General William

Brattle in 1773, on the " Independence of the Judiciary,"

speaks of Mr. Read as " that great Gamaliel," and General

Brattle in the same controversy says, " Mr. Read was to every

* Gov. Hutchinson's History of Mass., Vol. 2, page 336.

t Elliott's Biographical Dictionary.

t Knapp's Biographical Sketches.
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lawyer as highly esteemed for reforming and correcting the

law and the pleadings as Justinian was at Rome."
Mr. Stearns in his legal work on " Real Actions " says, " In

the beginning of the i8th century, the administration of jus-

tice had been considerably improved and the proceedings

assumed a somewhat more correct form. This improvement

is chiefly ascribed to the efforts and influence of John Read,

who is represented as a man of uncommon talents, profound

learning, and in every point of view the first lawyer in Massa-

chusetts in the early part of the last century."

Mr. Elliott in his Biographical Dictionary says, " Mr. Read
was a gentleman of very brilliant talents, of sterling integ-

rity, a friend of the people, of the laws, and of government.

For his superior ability he was considered as one of the great-

est lawyers in this country. The succeeding generation

indulged a pride in quoting his legal opinions and sayings in

common conversation."

President Quincy speaks of him, "as one of the most emi-

nent lawyers of that period in New England."

And Governor Washburn says, " that he filled a wide sphere

in the affairs of the Province while he lived, and did much,

perhaps more, than any one man, in introducing system and

order into the practice of the Courts of Massachusetts."
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ADDITIONS TO THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARY, 1902.

Donors.

Allen, Mrs. Thomas J. .

American Historical Association .

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Co.

Baldwin, William H. .

Bolton, Charles K. . . .

Boston Athenaeum

Boston Museum of Fine Arts

Boston Public Library

Boston Transit Commission
Boyden, Merrill N. . . .

Brookline, Mass., Historical Society

Brookline, Mass., Town of .

Brown, Francis H. . , .

Buffalo, N. Y., Historical Society

Bunker Hill Monument Association

Cambridge, Mass., Public Library

Candage, Rufus G. F. .

Clark, Benjamin C. . . .

Clarke, Arthur F. ...
Club of Odd Volumes .

Collins, Hon. Patrick A., Mayor of Boston
Concord, Mass., Antiquarian Society

Congregational Association and Library
Cronan, John F. .

Dedham, Mass., Historical Society

Eldridge, Elisha D.

Ensign, Charles S.

Essex Institute

Folsom, Albert A.

Genealogical Quarterly

Hallett, Daniel B.

Hassam, John T,

Carriedforward

Vols. Pam-
phlets.

20

I

12

Zl 58
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Donors.
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Donors, Vols. Pam-
phlets.

Brought forward
Smithsonian Institution

Somerville, Mass., Historical Society .

Sowdon, Arthur J. C
Taylor, Charles H., Jr. . . .

Trask, William B. . . . .'

United States Commissioner of Education
Varnum, John M. ....
Weld, John D. . . .

* .'

Woburn, Mass., Public Library .

Wyman, Samuel T. . .

Yale University

109

I

I

I

2

I

I

I

141

Total 118 146
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TO THE SOCIETY'S COLLECTIONS, 1902.

DESCRIPTION.

Allen, Mrs. Thomas J.

Anonymous.

Bradford, William R.

Browne, Edward I.,

estate of.

Brown, Francis H.

Cahill, Thomas and
Thomas C. Cum-
mings.

Chandler, Parker C.

Cobb, Darius.

Collins, Hon. Patrick

A., Mayor of Boston.

Conroy, Mrs. Joanna.

Davis, William W.

Framed photograph of Thomas J. Allen, a director

of the Bostonian Society, 1886-1887.

Baton, carried in the Cochituate Water Celebra-
tion, October 25, 1848; Two oyster shells

dredged from Charles River, near Harvard
Bridge, in 1874, similar to those described by
early writers on New England.

Framed photograph of State St., looking east

from Exchange St., taken in 1850.

Cannon ball dug up on Bunker Hill, mounted as a
paper weight ; Two fire buckets formerly owned
by the father of the testator, marked " Charles

Browne, 1824;" Franklin medals of the testa-

tor and his brother, Francis P. Browne ; Com-
mission of the great-grandfather of the testator,

William Browne, as lieutenant, signed by the

major part of the Council of the Massachusetts
Bay in New England, 1780.

Two early issues of the Boston Transcript.

Framed oil portrait of George Washington, a copy
of Stuarfs portrait, artist unknown. (A loan.)

Framed oil portrait of Com. Isaac Hull, by Stuart.

(A loan.)

Half-tone reproduction of the oil painting by the

donor, entitled "The Boston Tea Party. 1770."

Original is in the armory of the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company.

Framed photograph of the donor.

Wood engraving of the Old State House, about

1842; Lithograph of the barque " Bostonian."

Framed oil painting of ship "Kate Howe" enter-

ing the port of Shanghai, China.
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DONOR. DESCRIPTION.

Duggan, John A.

Dunbar, Edward F.

Ellery, Harrison.

Folsom, Albert A.

Fowler, Mrs. Beatrice

G.

Gay, Frederick L.

Griggs, Miss Helen.

Hapgood, Warren, es-

tate of.

Romans, Mrs. Charles
D.

Homans, John, 2nd,
estate of.

James, William Grant

Jarvis, Mrs. M. E.

Johnson, Stanley E.

Jones, Mrs. William
Parker.

Lamson, Frederick.

Swing-sign of the Hancock Tavern, Boston. (A
loan.)

Brass name-plate of Hero Engine Company No. 6,

of Boston, organized in 1827.

Miscellaneous collection of theatre and concert
programmes.

Framed steel engraving of "The Evacuation of
Boston."

Framed indented sailing permit of the brig
"Fame," of New York, issued in 1827, and
signed by John Quincy Adams, President of
the United States.

Framed portraits of Rev. Charles Brockwell,
A. M., Rev. William Hooper, A. M., Rev.
Timothy Cutler, D. D., and Thomas Hollis,

reprints by the Pelham Club of copper-plate en-
gravings by Peter Pelham.

Framed contemporaneous oil painting on glass,

entitled "America," representing a female
figure at the base of a monument, weeping for

the defeat of Bunker Hill, and having shown to

her the coming of peace, order and prosperity.

Silver tankard and snuff-box made by Paul Revere
for Gen. Amasa Davis ; Silver medal awarded
at the Franklin School in 1832 to Julia Gamage
(later Mrs. Warren Hapgood) ; Small silver

shield ; Small silver medal.

Silk sash and pair of white kid gloves, worn at a
reception to Gen. Lafayette in Boston in 1825,
and both bear his portrait ; framed together.

Framed steel portrait of George Washington.

Framed photograph of the Custom House.

Framed oil portrait of John Bartlett, at one time
leader of the Boston Brigade Band, called
" The First Trumpeter of America."

Official programme of the Cochituate Water Cele-
bration, Boston, October 25, 1848; original

copy.

Two copies of a steel portrait of Rev. Otis A.
Skinner.

Two pieces of silver-plated table ware used in the

Tremont House.
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DONOR.

Lawrence, Amory A.

Libbie, Fred J.

Manning, Francis H.

May, John J.

Merrill, William E.

Mills, Benjamin F.

estate of.

Morse, L. Foster.

Parkman, Miss S. E.

Purchased.

Raymond, Charles.

Rust, Edwin.

Sharp, George H. L.

DESCRIPTION.

Invitation, and bill of fare for the Banquet given

by the City of Boston to Prince Henry of

Prussia, 1902.

Reproduction of water-color drawing by Christian

Remick, entitled " View of Boston Harbor,
Islands, and Men-of-War landing the 29th and
14th Regiments, October i, 1768."

Violin owned and used by Luigi Ostinelli, leader

of the orchestra at the Tremont Theatre about
1828.

Framed oil painting of Boylston Market, painted

about 1850; Photograph of the Custom House,
taken in 1902.

Photograph of an oil portrait of Denys De Berdt,

agent of Massachusetts and Delaware in the

pre-Revolutionary period ; the original formerly

hung in the Council Chamber, Old State House,
and is now in the State House ; Photograph of

an oil painting of Denys De Berdt and his

family, framed together.

Broadside describing the Boston Fire Depart-

ment, issued January i, 1849; original copy.

Regulations of the Roxbury Fire Association,

1789; Proclamation issued by Gen. William
Heath, 1778; original copy.

Four steel portraits, framed, of the following cler-

gymen : John Taylor, Isaac Barrow, Isaac

Watts, and Philip Doddridge,

"View of Park Square in 1837," reprinted from a

rare lithograph ; A Perspective View of part of

Boston Common in 1768, showing the encamp-
ment of British Troops, engraved from a rare

water-color drawing by Christian Remick ; Lith-

ograph of the Public Garden in 1866, from the

picture by Edwin Whitefield.

Three pewter buttons worn by British soldiers at

the Battle of Bunker Hill, dug up on Bunker Hill

in 1846.

Franklin School medal awarded to Alexander
Paul in 1835. (A loan.)

Record book of marriages by Rev. Daniel Sharp,

D. D., while pastor of the Charles Street Bap-
tist Church, from 18 12 to 1853. (A loan.)
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Shaw, Samuel S.

Shunian, Abraham.

Sibley, Mrs. John
Langdon, estate of.

Stone, Miss Ellen A.

Suter, Hales W.

Taylor, Charles H., Jr.

Wetherbee, Mrs. J.
Otis.

Willey, William L.

DESCRIPTION.

Miscellaneous collection of bills of Boston firms

made to Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw from 1815
to 1839.

Framed picture entitled " One Hundred Massa-
chusetts Notabilities," published by the Boston
Post, 1892.

Framed pen sketch of Boston, England ; Photo-
graph of the Back Bay, showing the towers of
the Clarendon Street Baptist and New Old South
Churches.

Daguerreotype of Andrew Cunningham, usher at

the Boylston School about 1821.

Log books of the ships "Mentor" and "Pearl"
and brig " Cleopatra's Barge," commanded by
Capt. John Suter.

Original drawing by McCutcheon of a comic news-
paper cartoon, published in the Chicago Rec-
ord-Herald, entitled " Prince Henry's Visit to

Boston, 1902."

Medallion head of Wendell Phillips.

Framed photograph of the boat-sleigh " Nightin-
gale."



OFFICERS

BOSTON IAN SOCIETY

SINCE ITS ORGANIZATION.

President.

CURTIS GUILD, 1881

S. Arthur Bent . .

*WlLLIAM C. BURRAGE
James M. Hubbard .

Clerks and Treasurers.']

1S90-1899

1886-1S90

I 884- I 88

5

*Daniel T. V. HuNTOON 1S85-1S86

*Samuel M. Quincy . . 1881-1884

Charles F. Read . . 1899

Directors.

*Thomas J. Allen
*Thomas C. Amory .

William S. Appleton
I 890- I 894

William H. Baldwin
S. Arthur Bent . .

Robert R. Bishop .

Joshua P. Bodfish .

*George O. Carpenter

Benjamin C. Clark .

David H. Coolidge .

*Jacob a. Dresser .

Albert A. Folsom .

Curtis Guild . . .

18S6-18S7

1884-1889

1 88 1 -1 887

1884-1886

1890

1882-1884

1885

18S8-1S96

1890

1895

1891-1894

1897

1881

John T. Hassam . . .

*Hamilton a. Hill . .

James F. Hunnewell .

John Lathrop . . .

*Abbott Lawrence . .

William H. Lincoln .

William T. R. Marvin
Thomas Minns . . .

*Edward G. Porter . .

*Samuel H. Russell . .

*Samuel E. Sawyer . .

*WiLLiAM W. Warren .

*William H. Whitmore
Levi L. Willcutt . .

1881-1890

18S3-1895

1894

1S87-1899

1 882-1 884

1899

1900

18S1-1885

1896-1900

1 882-1894

1889

1886-1890

I 883- I 886

* Deceased.

"f The offices of Clerk and Treasurer are held by one person.



OFFICERS FOR 1903.

President

CURTIS GUILD

Clerk a?td Treasurer

Charles F. Read

P. O. address, Old State House

Curtis Guild

Joshua P. Bodfish
Benjamin C. Clark
James F. Hunnewell

Directors

Levi L. Willcutt
David H. Coolidge

Albert A. Folsom
William H. Lincoln

William T. R. Marvin

Committee on Finance

Curtis Guild
|

Benjamin C. Clark
Levi L. Willcutt

Cojnmittee on the Rooms

Levi L. Willcutt
James F. Hunnewell
David H. Coolidge

Francis H. Manning
Charles H. Taylor, Jr.

The President and Clerk
ex-officiis

James L. Whitney
Francis H. Brown
Albert A. Folsom

Committee on the Library

William Howell Reed
Walter K. Watkins
The Clerk

Committee on Papers

William T. R. Marvin 1 Edwin D. Mead
Zachary T. Hollingsworth

I
The Clerk

Committee on Publications

Benjamin C. Clark I John W. Farwell
RuFus G. F. Candage

|

Edward B. Reynolds

The Clerk

Committee on Membership

Benjamin C, Clark
Albert A. Folsom

Joseph B. Moors

Frederick B. Carpenter
Wm. Tracy Eustis

The Clerk



HONORARY MEMBERS

Bent, Samuel Arthur

•Chamberlain, Mellen
I

Matthews, Nathan, Jr.

I

*0'Brien, Hugh
*Smith, Samuel Francis.

LIFE MEMBERS.

Abbot, Edward Stanley

Abbot, Edwin Hale

Abbot, Francis Ellingwood

Abbott, Marshall Kittredge

Adams, Charles Francis

Adams, Mrs. Isabella Hortense

Addicks, John Edward

Allan, Mrs. Anna
Allen, Miss Clara Ann
*Allen, Elbridge Gerry

Allen, Francis Richmond

*Allen, James Woodward
*Alley, John Robinson

*Ames, Mrs. Anna Caroline

Ames, Charles Gordon

*Ames, Frederick Lothrop

*Ames, Oliver

Ames, Mrs. Rebecca Caroline

Amory, Arthur

Amory, Francis Inman

Amory, Frederic

Andrews, Frank William

Andrews, John Adams
Angell, Henry Clay

Anthony, Silas Reed
Appleton, Mrs. Emily Warren
Appleton, Nathan

Appleton, William Sumner

Armstrong, George Washington

Atherton, Joseph Ballard

Atherton, Miss Lily Bell

Atkins, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth

Austin, James Walker

Ayer, James Bourne

Bacon, Mrs. Louisa Crowninshield

Badger, Arthur Campbell

Badger, Daniel Bradford

Badger, Erastus Beethoven

Bailey, Joseph Tilden

Baker, Miss Charlotte Alice

Baker, Mrs. Ellen Maria

Baker, Richard

Baldwin, William Henry
Ballister, Joseph Fennelly

Ballister, Miss Minetta Josephine

Bancroft, Cornelius Cheever

Barnes, Charles Benjamin, Jr.

Barrett, Edwin Shepard

Barron, Clarence Walker

Barry, John Lincoln

Barry, John Lincoln, Jr.

Bartlett, Francis

Beal, James Henry

Beal, William Fields

Beatty, Franklin Thomason
Beebe, James Arthur

Benson, George Wiggin

Bigelow, Albert Smith

Bigelow, George Brooks

Bigelow, Joseph Smith

Bigelow, William Sturgis

Black, George Nixon

Blake, Clarence John

Blake, Mrs. Frances Greenough

Deceased.
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Blake, Francis

* Blake, Mrs. Sara Putnam

*Blake, Stanton

Blake, William Payne

*Blanchard, Samuel Stillraan

Blaney, Dwight

Bodfish, Joshua Peter

Bowditch, Alfred

Bowditch, Ernest William

Bowditch, William IngersoU

Bradford, Martin Luther

Bradford, William Burroughs

*BradIee, Caleb Davis

Bradlee, Frederick Josiah

Bradlee, Frederick Wainwright

*Bradlee, Josiah Putnam
Bradley, Jerry Payson

Brayley, Arthur Wellington

Bremer, John Lewis

Bremer, Samuel Parker

Brewer, William Dade

Briggs, Lloyd Vernon

Brooks, John Henry

Brooks, Lawrence

Brooks, Peter Chardon

Brooks, Shepherd

Brown, Francis Henry

Brown, George Washington

Brown, John CofHn Jones
* Browne, Charles Allen

*Browne, Edward Ingersoll

*Browne, William Andrews

Burbank, Alonzo Norman
Burnham, John Appleton

Burr, Miss Annie Lane

Burrage, Albert Cameron

*Burrage, William Clarence

Cabot, Arthur Tracy

Candage, Mrs. Ella IMarie

Candage, Robert Brooks

Candage, Rufus George Frederick

Candler, John Wilson

*Carpenter, George Oliver

Carpenter, George Oliver

Carpenter, Mrs. iMaria Josephine

Carr, John

Carruth, Charles Theodore

Center, Joseph Hudson
Chandler, Cleveland Angler

*Chapin, Nahum
Chase, Caleb

*Chase, George Bigelow

Chase, Sidney

Chase, Stephen

*Chase, Theodore

Cheney, Mrs. Emmeline

Child, Dudley Richards

Church, Herbert Bleloch

Clapp, Mrs. Caroline Dennie

Clark, Charles Edward
Clark, John Spencer

Clark, Miss Nancy Joy

Clark, Nathan Freeman

*CIarke, Mrs. Alice de Vermandois

Clay, Thomas Hart

Clementson, Sidney

Cleveland, Mrs. Corinne Maud
*Codman, John, 2nd

Codman, Ogden, Jr.

Coffin, Frederick Seymour

*Colburn, Jeremiah

Collamore, Miss Helen

Converse, Elisha Slade

Coolidge, Algernon, Jr.

Coolidge, David Hill

Coolidge, Mrs. Helen Whittington

Coolidge, Joseph Randolph

Coolidge, Thomas Jefferson, Jr.

Corbett, Alexander, Jr.

Cory, Charles Barney

Getting, Charles Edward

Cotting, Charles Uriah

Crandon, Edwin Sanford

Crocker, George Glover

Crocker, Miss Sarah Haskell

*Crosby, Charles Augustus Wilkins

*Crowninshield, Benjamin William

Cummings, Charles Amos
Cummings, Thomas Cahill

Cunningham, Henry Winchester

*Curtis, Caleb Agry

Curtis, Charles Pelham

* Deceased.
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Curtis, Mrs. Eliza Fox
Curtis, Mrs. Harriot

Curtis, Henry Pelham

Curtiss, Frederick Haines

*Cutter, Abram Edmands
*Cutter, Benjamin French

Cutter, Watson Grant

Daniel], Moses Grant

Davenport, Orlando Henry
Davis, Arthur Edward
Davis, Ephraim Collins

Davis, George Henry

Davis, James Clarke

*Davis, Joseph Alba

Davis, Mrs. Mary Cheney

Davis, William Henry

*Day, William Francis

*Dean, Benjamin

*Dean, John Ward
*Dean, Luni Albertus

*Deblois, Stephen Grant

*Denny, Daniel

*Dewing, Benjamin Hill

Dexter, Morton

Dexter, William Sohier

*Dill, Thomas Bradford

Dillaway, William Edward Lowell

Dodd, George Davis

*Dorr, Francis Oliver

Dorr, George Bucknam
Draper, Eben Sumner
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"Se it l&noton that whereas Thomas C. Amory, Curtis Guild,

John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke, Samuel M. Quincy, Wil-

liam S. Appleton, Thomas Minns, Henry F. Jenks, John
T. Hassam, and Dudley R. Child, have associated themselves

with the intention of forming a corporation under the name of

Cl^e l3oj3tonian ^otittv^

for the purpose of promoting the study of the history of Boston, and

the preservation of its antiquities, and have complied with the pro-

visions of the Statutes of this Commonwealth in such case made
and provided, as appears from the certificate of the President,

Treasurer and Directors of said corporation, duly approved by the

Commissioner of Corporations and recorded in this office

;

JQoto, ST^crefore, 3f> Henry B. Peirce, Secretary of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, 5o l^crcbp ccrtifp that said Thomas C.

Amory, Curtis Guild, John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke,

Samuel M. Quincy, William S. Appleton, Thomas Minns,

Henry F. Jenks, John T. Hassam and Dudley R, Child,

their associates and successors, are legally organized and estab-

lished as and are hereby made an existing corporation under the

name of

with the powers, rights and privileges and subject to the limitations,

duties and restrictions, which by law, appertain thereto.

tililEttnC£t£i my official signature hereunto

subscribed and the seal of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts hereunto affixed, this second

day of December, in the year of our Lord one

thousand eight hundred and eighty one.

[Signed]

HENRY B. PEIRCE,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.



BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF BOSTON
AND THE PRESERVATION OF ITS ANTIQUITIES.

BY-LAWS.
I.

OBJECTS.

It shall be the duty of members, so far as may be in their power, to

carry out the objects of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or pur-

chase, books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other suitable means

as may from time to time seem expedient.

II.

MEMBERS.

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, either

resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall, after having been proposed and

accepted as candidates at any regular monthly meeting by the Directors,

be elected by the votes of a majority of the members present and voting.

III.

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.

Honorary and Corresponding members shall be nominated by the

Directors, and shall be elected by ballot by two-thirds of the members
present and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society,

but shall not be entitled to vote.

IV.

ADMISSION FEE AND ASSESSMENTS.

Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his or her admission,

and five dollars each first day of January afterwards, into the treasury of

the Society for its general purposes
;
provided, however, that no person

joining the Society on or after the first day of October in any year shall be

required to pay an additional assessment for the year commencing on the

first day of January following.

If any member shall neglect to pay his or her admission fee or annual

assessment, for three months after the same is due, he or she shall be

liable to forfeit his or her membership at any time when the Directors shall

so order.
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The payment of the sum of thirty dollars in any one year by any member

of the Society shall constitute him or her a life member of the Society ; life

members shall be free from assessments, and entitled to all the rights and

privileges of annual members. The money received for such life member-

ship shall constitute a fund, of which not more than twenty per cent.,

together with the annual income, shall be spent in any one year.

V.

CERTIFICATES.

Certificates signed by the President, and the Clerk, shall be issued to

all persons who have become life members of the Society.

VI.

MEETINGS.

The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on the second Tuesday

in January, and regular meetings shall be held on the second Tuesday of

every month, excepting June, July, August and September, at such time

and place as the Directors shall appoint. Special meetings shall be called

by the Clerk, under the instruction of the Directors.

At all meetings ten members shall be a quorum for business. All Com-

mittees shall be appointed by the Chair, unless otherwise ordered.

VII.

OFFICERS.

The officers of the Society shall be nine Directors, a President, a Clerk,

and a Treasurer. The Directors, Clerk and Treasurer, shall be chosen by

ballot at the annual meeting in January, and shall hold office for one year,

and until others are duly chosen and qualified in their stead.

The President shall be chosen by the Board of Directors, from their

number, at their first meeting after election, or at any adjournment thereof.

The offices of Clerk and Treasurer may be held by the same person.

VIII.

VACANCIES.

Any vacancies in the Board of Directors, or the office of Clerk or

Treasurer, may be filled for the remainder of the term at any regular

meeting of the Society, by the vote of two-thirds of the members present

and voting.

In the absence of the Clerk at any meeting of the Society, a Clerk

pro tempore shall be chosen.

IX.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

At the monthly meeting in December, a Nominating Committee of five

persons shall be appointed, who shall report at the annual meeting a list of

candidates for the places to be filled.



X.

PRESIDING OFFICER.

The President, or in his absence one of the Directors, shall preside at

all meetings of the Society. In the absence of all these officers, a Presi-

dent ^rt* tempore shall be chosen.

XL

DUTIES OF THE CLERK.

The Clerk shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties.

He shall notify all meetings of the Society. He shall keep an exact

record of all the proceedings of the meetings of the Society and of its

Directors.

He shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, and place

on file all letters received.

He shall enter the names of members systematically in books kept for

the purpose, and issue certificates of life membership.

The Clerk shall have such charge of all property in the possession of the

Society as may from time to time be delegated to him by the Board of

Directors.

He shall acknowledge each loan or gift that may be made to and

accepted in behalf of the Society.

xn.

DUTIES OF THE TREASURER.

The Treasurer shall collect all moneys due to the Society, and pay all

bills against the Society, when approved by the Board of Directors.

He shall keep a full account of the receipts and expenditures in a book

belonging to the Society, which shall always be open to the inspection of

the Directors ; and at the annual meeting in January he shall make a

written report of all his doings for the year preceding.

The Treasurer shall give bond in the sum of one hundred dollars, with

one surety, for the faithful discharge of his duties.

XIII.

DUTIES AND POWERS OF DIRECTORS.

The Directors shall superintend and conduct the prudential and execu-

tive business of the Society ; shall authorize all expenditures of money

;

fix all salaries
;
provide a common seal ; receive and act upon all resigna-

tions and forfeitures of membership, and see that the By-Laws are duly

complied with.

The Directors shall have full power to comply with the terms of the

lease of the rooms in the Old State House, made with the City of Boston,

and to make all necessary rules and regulations required in the premises.
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They shall annually, in the month of April, make a careful comparison

of the articles in the possession of the Society with the list to be returned

to the City of Boston under the terms of the lease, and certify to its

correctness.

They shall make a report of their doings at the annual meeting of the

Society.

The Directors may, from time to time, appoint such sub-committees as

they deem expedient.

In case of any vacancy in the office of Clerk or Treasurer, they shall

have power to choose a Clerk or Treasurer pro tempore till the next

meeting of the Society.

XIV.

MEETINGS OF THE DIRECTORS.

Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the day previous to

the regular meetings of the Society, at an hour to be fixed by the President.

Special meetings of the Directors shall be held in such manner as they may
appoint ; and a majority shall constitute a quorum for business.

XV.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint two

Directors, who, with the President, shall constitute the Committee of

Finance, to examine, from time to time, the books and accounts of the

Treasurer ; to audit his accounts at the close of the year, and to report

upon the expediency of proposed expenditures of money.

XVI.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint five

standing committees, as follows :
—

Committee on the Rooms.

A committee of seven members, to be called the Committee on the

Rooms, of which the President and Clerk of the Society shall be members

ex-officiis, who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Rooms
(except books, manuscripts, and other objects appropriate to the Library,

offered as gifts or loans) ; the hanging of pictures, and the general arrange-

ment of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Papers.

A committee of three members, to be called the Committee on Papers,

who shall have charge of the subject of papers to be read, or other exercises

of a like nature, at the monthly meetings of the Society.
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Committee on Membership.

A committee of five or more members, to be called the Committee on

Membership, whose duty it shall be to give information in relation to the

purposes of the Society, and increase its membership.

Committee on the Library.

A committee of five members, to be called the Committee on the Library,

who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Library, including the

acceptance or rejection of all books, manuscripts, and other objects appro-

priate to the Library, oifered as gifts or loans, and the general arrangement

of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Publications.

A committee of four members to be called the Committee on Publica-

tions, who shall have charge of all the publications of the Society.

These five committees shall perform the duties above set forth, under

the general supervision of the Directors.

Vacancies which may occur in any of these committees during their

term of service shall be filled by the President.

XVIL

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS.

Amendments to the By-laws may be made, at any annual meeting, by
vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting. They may also

be made by the like vote at any regular meeting, provided notice of the

same be contained in a call for such meeting issued by the Clerk, and sent

to every member.
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The Society should possess a set of the Province Laws of

Massachusetts as published by the Commonwealth, and would

gratefully acknowledge the gift of such a set.

These laws were enacted in the building which is the

home of the Society, and these volumes would be a valuable

addition to its Library.
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING.

The Twenty-third Annual Meeting of the Bostonian Society

was held in the Council Chamber of the Old State House,

Boston, on Tuesday, January 12, 1904, at 3 P. M., in accord-

ance with a notice mailed to every member.

President Curtis Guild, Sr., was in the chair, and the rec-

ords of the last annual and monthly meetings were read by

the Clerk, and approved.

President Guild then delivered his annual address as fol-

lows :
—

•

PRESIDENT GUILD'S ADDRESS.

Fellow Members of the Bostonian Society

:

"To promote the study of the history of Boston and pre-

serve its antiquities" is the object of our Society. It is well

that these facts should be presented here in this historic hall

of the Old State House, " the most interesting historical build-

ing of its period in the country."

OUR HISTORIC BUILDING.

Since its erection in 1713, it has served as a Town House,

Provincial Court House, State House, City Hall, Post Office,

and also as a meeting place for the Boston Free Masons.

We find the present building thus referred to in the Council

Records of nearly two hundred years ago :
*

* Council Records, 17 12 to 17 18, page 21.



At a Council held at the Council Chamber in Boston, upon

Monday, the 6th of April, 1713 :

Pursuant to a Resolve pass'd by the General Assembly at their

Session in March last, that the Treasu'r be directed to supply the

Treasurer of the Town of Boston with the sum of Four hundred

& fifty pounds in the public bills of credit to be applyed towards

the carrying on & finishing the Town House or edifice now in

building in Boston, as part of the Town's proportion of that charge,

he taking good & sufficient security for the repaying of the s'd

sum into the Treasury again on or before the twentyeth day of

February next

Advised & consented That a Warrant be made out to the

Treasurer to advance & supply to Mr Joseph Prout present Treas-

surer of the Town of Boston the aforesaid sum of Four hundred

& fifty pounds in Bills of publick credit for the use aforesaid

taking good & sufiicient security for the repayment of the same

again accordingly

It will be recollected that from the balcony on the State

Street front the Declaration of Independence was proclaimed,

and that in 1789, General Washington, from a platform on

the western end of the building, reviewed a procession in his

honor, on the occasion of his last visit to Boston.

As one of the chief duties of this Society has been the care

and preservation of the Old State House, it is a source of

deep regret to us that it has been thought necessary by the

Transit Commission to carry the East Boston Tunnel under

this building, and to use the basement for a subway station.

The cutting of an arcade through the basement floor on the

east end, to provide a means of egress for patrons of the rail-

way, has made a considerable change in the appearance of

the sides of the structure ; but on the other hand, the arrange-

ment adopted has preserved, almost unchanged, the end of the

building looking down State Street.

The presence of this arcade beneath our feet has rendered

more difficult the task of heating some of our rooms, and

it is hoped that the noise made by the cars in the subway

may not become so great as to compel us to hold our meet-

ings elsewhere. The construction of the arcade permitted



the removal of the sidewalk at the eastern end of the build-

ing,— a change of considerable advantage to the traffic pass-

ing through Devonshire Street.

DANGERS ESCAPED.

Several times the building has narrowly escaped destruc-

tion. In 1825 and again in 1832 it was actually on fire, but

the flames were extinguished before very serious damage was

done. It was fortunate for lovers of the antiquities of Bos-

ton that the great fire of Boston in 1872 spared the three

buildings of greatest historical interest, — the Old State

House, Old South Church, and Faneuil Hall.

In 1826 it was proposed to tear down the Old State House,

to make room for an edifice to contain Chantry's statue of

Washington, now in Doric Hall at the State House. The
committee of the Washington Monument Association seek-

ing this action consisted of John Lowell, James Lloyd, John

Davis, John C. Warren, William Sullivan and Edward Ev-

erett. Even at that time, however, the building was regarded

with veneration by the people of Boston, and the outcry

against the proposed desecration was so great that the edifice

was saved.

It is interesting to note that our Society has lately received

as a gift the volume containing the "Notes and Minutes of

the Secretary of the Fund for erecting in the Town of Bos-

ton an equestrian statue of Gen. George Washington." The
statue as finally erected, was however, a standing one, and is,

as I have said, the so-called Chantry Statue of Washington.

In 1875 the building had become badly in need of repairs,

after having been given over to commercial uses for some

thirty-five years, and its destruction was again proposed.

At that time a patriotic American living in Chicago said :

" When the people of Boston are ready to tear down the

Old State House, the people of Chicago are ready to buy

the building to set it up in Chicago, as an historical monu-

m.ent."

Destruction was again averted, and in 1881 the City Coun-

cil of Boston appropriated $35,000 for extensive repairs.

Commercialism was driven from the upper stories of the
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building, and it was restored to its appearance of a century

ago, practically as it has been for the past twenty-three years.

During the alterations of the past year, the building has been

strengthened in many ways, and is probably in better repair

to-day than at any time since the restoration which was com-

pleted in 1882.

FANEUIL HALL MARKET.

A few months ago, a letter appeared in a New York daily

paper, charging Bostonians with neglect of their historical

buildings, the writer being appalled on learning that the

lower floor and cellar of Faneuil Hall had been turned into

a market ! The writer of that letter was doubtless not aware

of the fact that, in 1740, Peter Faneuil offered to build and

present to the town "a. Market House," and his proposal was

accepted at a town meeting held on July 17, 1740. The build-

ing was finished in 1742, and the keys were delivered to the

selectmen on Sept. 10, of that year, A Town meeting was

held on the 13th, to take suitable action in acknowledgment

of this generous gift.

In the preamble to the votes, which were offered by the

" Hon. John Jeffries, Esq.," and passed by the meeting, we

read: "And, whereas, Peter Faneuil, Esq., has, in pursuance

thereof, at a very great expense, erected a noble structure far

exceeding his first proposal, inasmuch as it contains not only

a large and sufficient accommodation for a Market place, but

has also superadded a spacious and most beautiful Town Hall

over it, and several other convenient rooms which may prove

very beneficial to the town for offices or otherwise, etc."

It was voted to accept the gift, and, " It was then voted

unanimously that, in testimony of the Town's gratitude to

the said Peter Faneuil, Esq., and to perpetuate his memory,

the Hall over the Market place be named Faneuil Hall, to be

at all times hereafter called and known by that name."

This quotation from history disposes of the claim that this

venerable building is desecrated by the existence of a market

under its roof, for it was built primarily for a market, the hall

being an after-thought. The original structure was burned

in 1 761, and, soon after, a petition for a lottery to raise the

means for rebuilding was granted by the General Court.



The necessary funds were not secured until 1765, but the

rebuilding was begun in 1763 and completed in 1767.

The new structure was thus erected just in time for use by

those patriotic meetings in the years immediately preceding

the Declaration of Independence, which gave the building

its well-known title, "Cradle of Liberty." Its walls have

resounded with the cheers of those who listened to the inspir-

ing words of Samuel Adams, John Hancock, Daniel Webster,

Charles Francis Adams and others, and in 1780 General

Washington was banqueted there.

THE OLD CORNER BOOK-STORE.

Another of the antiquities of Boston has been for many
years the Old Corner Book-store, on the corner of Washing-

ton and School Streets— I say has been, for that venerable

edifice has recently been converted into a confectionery store.

It was noted as the headquarters of the leading literary cele-

brities of Boston and neighboring towns and cities. The

.

building, erected in 171 2 by Mr. Thomas Crease, passed

through various hands till 181 7, when it was taken by Dr.

Samuel Clarke, father of James Freeman Clarke, who used the

front as an apothecary store, and the remainder as a dwelling-

house, the entrance being through a gateway and yard on

School Street. My first picture-book was purchased here

seventy years ago,— a copy of " London Cries," price twelve

and one-half cents. In 1828 Carter & Hendee used the front

room as a book-store, and Isaac R. Butts the upper rooms for

his printing ofBce. Allen & Ticknor kept the store from

1S33 to 1837, and after that, William D. Ticknor till 1844,

when he formed a copartnership with John Reed and James

T. Fields in 1865, under the title of Ticknor, Reed & Fields.

The store soon became headquarters for literary men and

authors ; among them may be mentioned Dr. John G. Palfrey,

Charles Sumner, Prof. Agassiz, Geo. S. Hillard, Longfellow,

Bryant, Irving, Cooper, Hawthorne, Sprague, Willis, Whipple,

Parsons, Emerson, Whittier, Holmes, Lowell, Cornelius C.

Felton, afterwards President of Harvard College, Halleck,

Paulding, and Dickens and Thackeray, when they visited the

city.
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Ticknor, Reed & Fields removed to Tremont Street in

1865, and E. P. Button & Co. then took possession of the old

corner; they were succeeded in 1869 by Alexander Williams

& Co., and later by Damrell & Upham. Mr. Damreil died in

1896, and Mr. Upham retired in 1902, when the business was

incorporated under the name of "The Old Corner Book-store,"

with Mr. George A. Moore as general manager.

Just above the Old Corner store was another, kept by one

Callender, which was the only place where books of the plays

performed at the theatres could be bought. The proprietor

was a very near-sighted man, so much so, that when looking

along his shelves for a book called for, he placed his head

within an inch or two of them, as he ran his gaze along in

search of the one required ; this habit caused an actor cus-

tomer to remark to another who had just entered, " Wait a

moment, till Callender smells out a play for me."

But there is no longer any Old Corner Book-store on the

corner of School and Washington Streets ; it has given place,

as I have said, to a candy shop — food for the brain being

superseded by sweets for the palate. The book business

has been transferred to a corner in Bromfield Street, where

the familiar sign of "Old Corner Book-store" still invites

customers.

MODERN METHODS.

Perhaps no "modern improvement " changed the appear-

ance of our city, in the evening hours, more than the intro-

duction of the system of lighting our streets and residences

by gas.

The first of the city Gas-light companies began in 1S23,

when the population was about 50,000, and to-day there are

about 780 miles of gas mains in the city proper. On the first

introduction of gas, many people declined to put it into their

stores and residences. I recollect as late as 1835 that the

proprietor of a circulating library refused to use it, because he

thought it injurious to eyesight. Those who to-day have the

brilliant electric light as an illuminator will smile at this ob-

jection.
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A LAND-MARK TO REMAIN.

The Boston Athenaeum, on Beacon Hill, is one of the old

land-marks of Boston. The shareholders have recently voted

not to sell the edifice and remove to the new location on

Arlington Street, for which plans have been drawn. I am
told that only two-thirds of the shareholders voted on this

most important question. It is to be regretted that a greater

interest in its affairs is not taken by the proprietors of this fine

old institution.

CHARLES RIVER IMPROVEMENT.

Ever since the Back Bay was filled in and reclaimed from

the sea, visitors to Boston have wondered that the Charles

River Basin has not been beautified and developed as a water

park. The agitation for this purpose has been going on for

many years, and it is pleasing to know that the realization of

plans for such a park, quite as beautiful as the famous Alster

Basin of Hamburg, has been made possible by action of the

Legislature and approval of the Governor of Massachusetts

during the past year. The Act is entitled— "An Act to

authorize the construction of a dam across the Charles River

between the cities of Boston and Cambridge."

One of the greatest benefits to be derived from the develop-

ment of the plans for this basin will come from the diversion

of the foul sewage which causes such a nauseating odor to

arise from the river at low tide in warm weather, especially

when a heavy rain has washed the filth of the main sewer of

Beacon Street into the basin. It is strange that such a men-

ace to health has been allowed to exist for so many years in

our city. This latter work, undertaken during the last year,

is now approaching completion.

STEAMSHIPS.

When Charles Dickens came to Boston in 1842, he sailed

from Liverpool on the Britannia of the Cunard Line, the voy-

age, via Halifax, taking eighteen days. That vessel was a

side-wheel steamer of 1200 tons, and Dickens tells us that

" People stood upon the wharf in Liverpool gazing with a

kind of dread delight on the far-famed fast American steamer."
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This wonder of her day was 207 feet long, and 34 feet, 4 inches

broad. She was built of wood and carried 114 passengers.

The Britannia was the pioneer of the great Cunard Line.

The largest vessels of this line now plying between Boston

and Liverpool, the Saxonia and the Ivernia, make trips aver-

aging seven days and two hours. They are built of steel

and are 600 feet long by 64 feet broad. These monsters can

carry 200 first class and 200 second class passengers, and

they often carry as many as 2000 steerage passengers at one

time.

THEATRES.

In 1842 there were but two theatres in the city of Boston,

and Dickens states that they were poorly patronized. In

1904 we have twenty theatres, two of them having been

opened during the past year — The Majestic and The Globe.

The latter title recalls to Bostonians the old theatre of the

same name which stood on Washington Street near Hayward
Place, having a side entrance on Essex Street ; that was a

renovation of Selwyn's Theatre, and was destroyed by the

great fire of 1874, which also burned Chauncey Hall School

on Essex Street, and many other buildings. This should not

be confounded with the Great Boston Fire of 1872.

A new Globe Theatre was erected on the site of the old

one, but the new building was destroyed in turn, and the

Savoy Hotel was erected on its site. In the 70's and 8o's

the Globe was perhaps the leading theatre of Boston. Edwin
Booth usually played there, and it was on its stage that Char-

lotte Cushman, one of the greatest American actresses, took

her farewell of the stage. The universally popular Arthur

Cheney was manager of this theatre for many years, and after

his death he was succeeded by John Stetson, who was a man
of great business ability but not endowed with a very good

education, and many good stories, most of them untrue, have

been told at his expense.

One of these relates that he reprimanded the trombone

player in his orchestra for laying down his trombone and

neglecting to play when he thought Mr. Stetson was not

looking. The musician defended himself by saying,— " But,



Mr. Stetson, there are no notes in the score for me to play in

this number." "Never you mind about the notes," said

Stetson, " I pay you to play in my orchestra, and when the

others play I want you to play, whether you have any notes

or not."

GROWTH OF BOSTON.

After the lapse of sixty-two years, it is amusing to read the

comments of Dickens on Boston of 1842. In speaking of

the courts he says — " In the small community of a city like

this, where each man knows the other." The complaint

made by municipal reformers of to-day in our city is that we

dont know each other, and that not ten per cent, of the

voters of Boston know, even by sight, their representatives

in the Legislature or City Council.

Since that visit of Dickens, Boston has increased her popu-

lation to six times the number that she had at that time, and

the city of Lowell, which impressed the novelist as a new

and busy manufacturing town, has to-day a greater population

than the Boston of 1842.

It is not by population or wealth alone that credit comes to

our city, and the preservation of the buildings that recall the

great deeds of our ancestors may serve to stimulate an in-

terest and desire for that just and righteous government

which they sought to establish for the nation and for the

city, and thus help to make its future even more glorious

than its past.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS.

The Rev. Joshua P. Bodfish, in behalf of the Directors,

presented their Annual Report :
—

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the

Bostonian Society

:

At the close of the year 1903, there were in the Society,

Honorary Members ..... 2

Life Members ...... 547

Annual Members ..... 527

Total 1,076



H
Showing an increase of 1 1 Life Members, and a decrease of

5 Annual Members, making a total increase of 6 Members
during the past year.

The Directors would urge upon the members, at this time

especially, the importance of interesting their friends in the

work of the Society. By proposing and bringing in new
members they will enable it to increase its usefulness and

help to place it on a stable basis.

The number of visitors to our rooms has not been placed

on record, as the building was closed for ten months of the

past year on account of the construction of a subway station

under the Old State House by the Boston Transit Commis-
sion.

The Society has suffered great inconvenience and expense

from the closing of its rooms. During the Teachers' Con-

vention especially, great numbers from abroad were debarred

from visiting the building and inspecting its historical collec-

tions, and the Society lost much from the usual sale of its

publications.

MONTHLY MEETINGS.

The following papers were read before the Society in

1903 :

—
January 13 : Annual Address, by President Curtis Guild.

February 10: No meeting held.

March 10: "Forgotten Bostonians," by the Rev. Anson
Titus.

April 14 :
" Colonial Hymnology and Old Time Tune

Books," by Ernest N. Bagg.

May 12 :
" Rufus Choate," by Joseph B. Moors.

October 13: "The Birth and Death of the Stamp Act,"

by William T. R. Marvin.

November 10: " Recollections of Boston Merchants in the

Eighteen-Forties," by Aaron Sargent.

December 8 :
" The Narrative of the Spies sent by Governor

Gage through Suffolk and Middlesex Counties in February,

1775, with some account of the Patriots and Tories they met,"

by Jerome C. Hosmer.
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NECROLOGY.

During the past year, we have learned of the deaths of

forty-eight members of the Society, one of whom died in

1902.

Edward Turner, born in Boston, April 21, 18 16, died in

Ouincy, May 3, 1902.

DEATHS IN 1903.

Edward MacDonald, born in Albany, N. Y., July 5, 1843,

died in Boston, January i.

Caleb Agry Curtis, born in Boston, February 19, 1828, died

in Pau, France, January 6.

Miss Esther Fidelia Wright, born in Boston, December 14,

1828, died in Boston, January 8.

James Eliot Cabot, born in Brookline, June 18, 182 1, died

in Brookline, January 16.

Mrs. Rebecca Caroline Ames, born in St. Louis, Mo., De-
cember 30, 1838, died in Boston, January 20.

William Coombs Codman, born in Dorchester, November
3, 182 1, died in Boston, January 23.

Samuel Emmes, born in Boston, July 26, 1835, died in Bos-

ton, January 26.

Nathaniel Hurd Henchman, born in Charlestown, August

17, 18
1 7, died in Cambridge, January 30.

Henry Norwell, born in Errol, Scotland, September 18,

1832, died in Apopka, Fla., February 5.

Charles John Whitmore, born in Dorchester, April 27,

1834, died in Boston, February 8.

John Dwight Morton, born in Athol, October 3, 1830, died

in Boston, February 17.

Thomas Goddard Frothingham, born in Charlestown, Octo-

ber I, 1840, died in Washington, D. C, February 21.

Jacob Hirsch Hecht, born in Hainstadt, Germany, March
15, 1834, died in Boston, February 24.

Gardiner Greene Hammond, born in Boston, November 19,

1832, died in Boston, March 3.

Francis William Lawrence, born in Brookline, November
20, 1839, died in Brookline, March 10.

Joseph Hudson Center, born in Boston, April 8, 1824, died

in Boston, March 1 1.
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Arioch Wentworth, born in Rollinsford, N. H., June 13,

181 3, died in Boston, March 12.

John Wilson Candler, born in Boston, February 10, 1828,

died in Providence, R. I,, March 16.

Mrs. Elizabeth Lewis, born in Boston, March 23, 1821, died

in Boston, March 19.

Mrs. Louisa Augusta Gaston, born in Boston, December

27, 1830, died in Boston, March 24.

Thomas Bartlett Hall, born in Springfield, July 25, 1824,

died in Brookline, March 29.

Charles Uriah Cotting, born in Boston, May 13, 1831, died

in Boston, April 3.

Joseph Ballard Atherton, born in Boston, Nov. 9, 1837, died

in Honolulu, H. L, April 7.

Mrs. Susan White Seaver Walker, born in Boston, Decem-
ber 16, 1824, died in Boston, April 21.

John Tyler Hassam, born in Boston, September 20, 1841,

died in Boston, April 22.

William Sumner Appleton, born in Boston, January 11,

1840, died in Boston, April 28.

Henry Capen Richards, born in Boston, April 19, 1836,

died in Boston, April 30.

Samuel Duncan Sargeant, born in Chester, Vt., April 9,

1828, died in New York, N. Y., May 3.

Frank William Andrews, born in Boston, October 16, 1826,

died in Washington, D. C, May 5.

Thomas Cahill, born in Boston, March 20, 181 1, died in

Brookline, May 9.

Mrs. Maria Josephine Carpenter, born in South Reading,

October 29, 1828, died in Boston, May 21.

John Joseph May, born in Boston, October 15, 1813, died

in Boston, May 25.

Andrew Gray Weeks, born in Yarmouth, Me., June 10,

1823, died in Guilford, Vt., June 26.

David Boardman Flint, born in Troy, N. H., May i, 1816,

died in Boston, July 5.

Henry Miles Knowles, born in Lowell, October 31, 1850,

died in Cohasset, July 13,

Martin Luther Bradford, born in Boston, February 12, 1821,

died in Boston, July 22.
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Charles Anthony Morss, born in Boston, October 15, 1822,

died in Woodstock, Vt., July 26.

Edwin Holbrook Sampson, born in Boston, June 5, 183 1,

died in Cambridge, August 14.

Miss Elizabeth Stanley Fiske, born in Wrentham, October

16, 1822, died in Taunton, September 8.

Henry Stevenson Washburn, born in Taunton, June 10,

1813, died in Newton, October i.

Samuel Wells, born in Hallowell, Me,, September 9, 1836,

died in Boston, October 3.

Francis Ellingwood Abbot, born in Boston, November 6,

1836, died in Beverly, October 22,

Martin Parry Kennard, born in Portsmouth, N. H., July 24,

1818, died in Brookline, November 13.

William Henry Allen, born in Boston, January 10, 1836,

died in Boston, November 25.

William Emerson Cox, born in Boston, May 4, 1850, died

in Brookline, November 28.

Charles William Galloupe, born in Beverly, September 5,

1825, died in Boston, Nov. 28.

Messrs. Abbot, Andrews, Appleton, Atherton, Bradford,

Candler, Center, Cotting, Curtis, Frothingham, Galloupe,

Hall, Hammond, Hassam, Hecht, Henchman, Kennard, Mac-

Donald, Morss, Norwell, Richards, Sampson, Turner and

Whitmore, Mesdames Ames and Carpenter, and the Misses

Fiske and Wright, were Life Members.

Messrs. Allen, Cabot, Cahill, Codman, Cox, Emmes, Flint,

Knowles, Lawrence, May, Morton, Washburn, Weeks, Wells

and Wentworth, Mesdames Gaston, Lewis and Walker, were

Annual Members.

We deplore the loss of so many members, eminent as they

were in every walk of life. They not only did honor to our

Society, but they were among the most honored of Boston's

citizens. Their lives and example should be an inspiration

to those who follow them.

Messrs. William S. Appleton and John T. Hassam were

Charter Members of the Society, and served many years

on the Board of Directors. They were both deeply interested

in antiquarian research, and remarkably well equipped to ren-



i8

der valuable service in promoting the objects for which it

was founded. Mr. Thomas Goddard Frothingham was one

of the Directors of the Bunker Hill Monument Association,

and a member of the building committee which had charge

of the erection of its Granite Lodge for the exhibition of

historical relics connected with the battle of Bunker Hill.

At the beginning of the new year the Society finds itself

face to face with new conditions, caused in part by the oc-

cupancy of this historic edifice by the Transit Commission,

and by the vote of the City Government to leave the part not

so occupied to the care of the Bostonian Society. Very

onerous conditions, not anticipated, have been attached to

the new lease of this building to the Society.

It should go without saying that it is the duty of the City

to preserve with pride, a building around which cluster so

many historic memories of the past. In this very room "was

Independence born." No city in the United States Jiad so

many historic buildings, and places consecrated by the shed-

ing of patriots' blood during the great struggle for Indepen-

dence. No city has, like Boston, allowed some of these build-

ings to be ruthlessly destroyed, or has left places rich with

historic associations to go unmarked. The Old State House

is the most important of the few buildings of Revolutionary

time now remaining. It is an edifice the city should regard

as a sacred treasure.

The Bostonian Society, founded to preserve the antiquities

of Boston, comes to the help of the city, undertakes the care

of this precious relic, fills its rooms with valuable mementos of

Boston's history, and, at great expense, provides caretakers

who keep the rooms and the historical collections open daily

to the public without charge, our only means of meeting this

great expense being the dues and offerings of its patriotic

members. We cannot therefore believe that it is the wish of

Boston's citizens that the terms of our holding these rooms

open to the public should be made so onerous by the city of-

ficials as to be almost prohibitive.

Respectfully submitted,

Joshua P. Bodfish,

For the Directors.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
THE ROOMS.

During the past year great changes have been wrought in

the rooms of the Society on the first floor of the Old State

House, which were made necessary by the construction of a

subway station under the building by the Boston Transit

Commission.

A fireproof floor has been constructed in the eastern por-

tion of the building, thereby diminishing in a marked degree

danger from fire, and small panes of glass have been placed

in the windows in conformity with those on the upper floors.

At the completion of the changes in construction, the interior

was refinished and repainted, and our apartments now pre-

sent an attractive appearance.

We are indebted to the city, through Mr. Hugh Montague,

Superintendent of Public Buildings of the City of Boston,

for installing electric lighting in the rooms wherever neces-

sary.

As a consequence of the changes noted above, the halls

of the Society were closed to the public during the greater

part of last year. This gave great disappointment to the

thousands who visited our historic city, and especially to

the great company who attended the convention of the Na-

tional Educational Association.

As in past years, the collections of the Society have been

enriched by gifts and loans of many interesting relics. Among
the more important are the following :

Miss Frances A. Stone has loaned to the Society the

famous "blue ball," with its accompanying bracket, which

hung for many years before the shop of Josiah Franklin,

tallow chandler and father of Benjamin Franklin, corner of

Hanover and Union Streets.

Mr. David P. Kimball has given the collections an entrance

bill-board from the recently demolished Boston Museum, to

which is attached the programme of the last performance at

that theatre, June i, 1903 ; and he has also loaned a plaster

bust, with its accompanying pedestal, of William Warren, the

eminent comedian.
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The Society has received as a gift from Mr. Frank B.

Grout, the front door and door-frame once in a house which

formerly stood at 2 Bulfinch Place. Here for many years

was Miss Amelia B. Fisher's boarding-house, and it was long

the home of William Warren.

Especial mention should be made of the purchase by the

Society of a large collection of Fast and Thanksgiving Pro-

clamations by Governors of Massachusetts. The series, which

covers the years 1796 to 1835, is almost complete, and was

collected by Rev. Samuel Stearns, minister of Bedford, Mass.,

for many years. When properly arranged for examination,

these Proclamations will be a valuable addition to the collec-

tions of the Society.

The committee have expended during the past year the

sum of $272.32 for the care and maintenance of the rooms,

and $96.67 has been received from the sale of publications

and souvenirs.

For the Committee :

Levi L. Willcutt, Charles H. Taylor, Jr.,

James F. Hunnewell, The President,
£x ofjiciis.

David H. Coolidge, The Clerk. ^ -^

Francis H. Manning,

December JI, igoj.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
THE LIBRARY.

The Library of the Society is again in its accustomed

place, after being in storage during the greater part of last

year, on account of the construction of the subway station

under the Old State House by the Boston Transit Commis-

sion.

The consequent rearrangement of the book-cases and the

books of the Library made certain changes necessary and

desirable, which have added greatly to its efficiency. Its

usefulness will also be much increased by a card catalogue,

which is now in preparation.

The Committee announced in their Report of last year

that additional shelf room should be provided at once. This
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need has now become imperative, as all available space is in

use at the present time.

The Bostonian Society has become a member of the Prince

Society during the past year. This will enable the Library

to have a complete set of the valuable historical publications

of that institution, which largely relate to the early history

of Boston.

The Committee have expended the sum of $49 6S, of an

appropriation of $100.

The additions to the Library during the past year, by gift

and purchase, have been 74 volumes and 82 pamphlets.

Some of the more important additions are: "Memories of

a Hundred Years," by Edward Everett Hale, from Benjamin

C. Clark; "The Historic Booke," from the Ancient and

Honorable Artillery Company; "Boston, the Town and the

People," from the author, M. A. DeWolfe Howe; "Massa-

chusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War,"

Volume XI, and Vital Records of one city and eighteen towns

of Massachusetts, from the Secretary of State of Massachu-

setts ; "Sir Humfrey Gylberte," a publication of the Prince

Society, and " Old Paths and Legends of New England,"

both purchased.

For the Committee :

James L. Whitney, William Howell Reed,

Francis H. Brown, Walter K. Watkins,

Albert A, Folsom, The Clerk.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER.

The Treasurer herewith submits his annual Report for

1903 (Printed on a subsequent page) :
—

It is gratifying to announce that the treasury of the So-

ciety is in a satisfactory condition, the funds having been

materially increased during the past year.

At the close of the year 1902 the invested fund amounted

to ;^3 1,000, valued at par, and there was on deposit $1,427.93,

making a total of $32,427.93.
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The Treasurer received on April 15th, ;^200, and on Sep-

tember 15th, $90. These two payments complete the legacy

of ^1,000 left to the Society by its late member, Edward I.

Browne.

On July 15th, the Finance'Committee purchased from the

uninvested accumulated fund two $r,ooo American Tele-

phone and Telegraph 4% bonds at a cost of $1,923.33.

The recent Christmas season brought a most acceptable

gift to the treasury of the Society. On December 24th the

Treasurer received from the estate of its late member, Robert

C. Billings, by the courtesy of Thomas Minns, a member of

the Society and surviving executor, the sum of $3,000. The

Society acknowledges with pleasure the receipt of this gift,

which will enable it to do its chosen work even better in

future years.

On December 31st, 1903, the invested funds of the So-

ciety, valued at par, amounted to $33,000. There was also

at that date on deposit in the New England Trust Co. the

sum of $3,769.23, making a grand total of $36,769.23.

Charles F. Read, Treasurer.

December ^I, igoj.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICA-
TIONS.

The Committee on Publications have selected for repro-

duction as the frontispiece of the Annual Proceedings for

1904, an early map in the Society's collections, entitled " A
Draught of Boston Harbor by Capt. Cyprian Southake, made

by Augustine Fitzhugh, anno 1694." The original was for-

merly in the Sloane collection, in the British Museum, but

was afterwards placed among the Museum's manuscripts.

The well-known genealogist, Mr. Henry F. Waters, while in

London, chanced to see it there, and, recognizing its interest

and value, had two fac-simile copies made at his own ex-

pense. At that time the Philip Wells map had not appeared,

and if there were others as early, giving the harbor in such

detail as does this, they were not generally known. The

copies were made in August, 1884, in London, by J. A. Burt

;



one copy Mr. Waters presented to the Library of the New
England Historic Genealogical Society, of Boston, and the

other he gave to our Society through the late William H,

Whitmore. There is also a copy in the possession of the

Boston Public Library, but how it was procured no one at

present seems to know.

Mr. Basil H. Soulsby, superintendent of the Map Depart-

ment of the British Museum, says :
" I am inclined to think

that this map is a copy by Fitzhugh, in 1694, from an original

by Capt. Cyprian Southack of an earlier date than 1689 (the

date of John Thornton's printed map, with the same sound-

ings as the MS. map), and I am of the opinion that Thornton

took his map from Southack's work." The Thornton map,

to which he refers, is a loose map in the British Museum, in

a collection of twenty-four maps and charts made by John
Thornton, " Hidrographer at the Piatt in the Minories, Lon-

don," 1689. It also occurs— the plate apparently very much
worn— in Thornton's "English Pilot, The Fourth Book,"

London, 1689.

Capt. Cyprian Southack was born March 25, 1662, in Lon-

don ; he came to Boston Nov. 25, 1685, and died here March
2"], 1745- He is mentioned as being in the public service in

1690; he was given audience by the King of England, to

whom he presented a draught of the New England coast on

Feb. 26, 1694. He was commissioned commander of the

Massachusetts "Province Galley," July 7, 1702.

Our reproduction is a photogravure of the copy given us

by Mr. Waters.
For the Committee

:

Benjamin C. Clark, Edward B, Reynolds,

RuFus G. F. Candage, The Clerk, ex officio.

John W. Farwell,
Charles F. Read, Cler'k.

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

The Nominating Committee, through Mr. Robert B. Wil-

liams, Chairman, reported that that Committee recommended
as OfBcers of the Society for 1904, to be chosen at the

annual meeting, the following named gentlemen :
—
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For Clerk and Treasurer.

Charles F. Read.

For Directors.

Curtis Guild, 1 Levi L. Willcutt,

Joshua P. Bodfish, David H, Coolidge,

Benjamin C. Clark,
|

Albert A. Folsom,

James F. Hunnewell, ' William T. R. Marvin,

Francis H, Manning.

[Signed] Robert B. Williams, Chairman.

]. Grafton Minot,

Edwin B. Cox,

Mason G. Parker,

L. Foster Morse.

The Report of the Committee was accepted, and on motion

the Society proceeded to ballot. The result, as announced

by the tellers, was the unanimous election of the gentlemen

nominated.

It was ordered that the President's Address and the Re-

ports of the several Committees, as presented, be printed in

the Annual Proceedings,

On motion, the Society adjourned.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

i
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RECOLLECTIONS OF BOSTON MERCHANTS
IN THE EIGHTEEN-FORTIES.

BY AARON SARGENT.

A Paper read before the Bostonian Society, Nuv. lo, 1903.

Premising that the word " Merchant," as applied a half

century or more ago, has now a somewhat different import,

it seems proper to state, at the outset, what the signification

of the word then was, and, incidentally, to show that it has

lost its former meaning.

The Boston merchants of sixty years since were either

ship-owners, charterers of ships, or importers by the cargo,

or a considerable part of a cargo, from every part of the

globe. Ships carried cotton from New Orleans, Mobile,

Savannah and Charleston,— but mainly from New Orleans,

—

to Liverpool, and occasionally to Havre ; they brought much
to Boston for the factories at Lowell, Manchester, and other

places ; their freights from New Orleans were also pork,

bacon, lard, flour and lead. Cotton was carried to Europe

by the pound, and freights varied from nine-sixteenths, five-

eighths and eleven-sixteenths of a penny to three farthings

and upwards, and occasionally, but not often, to a penny.

Other ships carried sugar by the ton from Havana and Matan-

zas to Russia, and freights varied from ;^3, £}). 5, £^. 10

and p^3. 15 to jQ^, and sometimes— but seldom — a little

over these prices.

Still other ships were loaded with cotton goods, boots and

shoes, furniture, and other New England commodities, for

foreign ports ; and returning, brought tea from China ; sugar

and hemp from Manila
;
pepper from Sumatra ; saltpetre,

linseed, gunny-cloth and bags, hides, ginger, shellac and lac-dye

from Calcutta ; hemp, cordage, sail-cloth, duck, crash, sheet-

ings, flax and iron from Russia ; copper from Valparaiso ; hides

from California (the North-west Coast, as it was then called),

and from Montevideo and Buenos Ayres ; coffee from Batavia

and Rio Janeiro ; coffee, sugar and molasses from the West
Indies ; iron from Gottenburg ; fruit and wine from Mediter-

ranean ports, and iron, coal, slate, crockery, dry goods, hard-

ware and cutlery from Great Britain.
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The principal wharves, commencing at the North End and

running southward, were Gray's, Constitution, Battery,

Union (sometimes called May's), Sargent's, Lewis's, Com-
mercial (sometimes called Granite), and City, all leading from

Commercial Street ; Mercantile, with its Eastern, Baltimore

and Philadelphia packet piers ; the wharf itself running

parallel with and being contiguous to Commercial Street
;

Long Wharf, a continuation from State Street ; T, then a

branch from Long, but now extended, as a street, to Com-
mercial Street ; Central, beginning on India Street ; India,

a continuation, at an angle, from India Street; and Rowe's,

Foster's and Russia, leading from Broad Street (now Atlantic

Avenue).

Nearly all of Mercantile Wharf, and the whole of City

Wharf (which was on a line with Quincy Market), have, by the

filling in of the docks, ceased to exist as wharves. Lewis's,

Commercial, Long, Central and India wharves have been

shorn of a part of their glory by the laying out and construc-

tion of Atlantic Avenue, which cut them in twain ; and what

would have been a remaining glory has been lost by the

absence of the fine, handsome ships, formerly seen at the

docks, with their royal and skysail yards aloft. The width

of Lewis and Commercial wharves gave room for two piers,

called North and South piers, built on piles and extending

from the lower end of each wharf into the harbor, and were

long enough for a ship to lie alongside. The dock between

the two piers was wide enough for two ships to lie abreast,

one at each pier. These docks between the piers rejoiced in

the classic name of "The Cow Yard."

The counting-rooms of nearly all the merchants were

located on these wharves. The merchants of those days did

not have " offices."

The principal merchants, as remembered, were, on Union
Wharf, Benjamin A. Gould, in the Calcutta trade, stern but

gentlemanl}^ : Nathaniel and Benjamin Goddard, brothers,

afterwards on Central Wharf, also in the Calcutta trade, and

always approachable : William W. Goddard, in the East India

and Valparaiso trade, a thorough merchant, but sometimes

inflexible ; and Mackey & Coolidge, in the Calcutta trade.
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On the Eastern Railroad Wharf, and afterwards on Commer-

cial Street, were Blanchard & Sherman, in the general

freighting business. On Lewis's Wharf were Benjamin

Bangs and Augustus Hemenway, in the Valparaiso trade :

William Appleton & Co. and John Brown & Co., in the East

India and Russia trade. John Brown lost his life by the burn-

ing of the steamer Lexington on Long Island Sound in 1840.

The second member of the firm was Captain Richard Soule,

an upright man. All of these gentlemen were ship-owners.

There were also on Lewis's Wharf, Lombard & Whitmore

and Sampson & Tappan, in the East India trade ; Mr. Samp-

son is well remembered as having possessed many attractive

traits of character.

Ammi C. Lombard & Co. were engaged in the coastwise

business. To this firm belongs the credit of having estab-

lished the only real lines of packet and freighting ships be-

tween Boston and New Orleans, and between Boston and

Charleston. The other lines, so called, were composed of

ships taken wholly or in part, at random, as they could be

obtained for the outward voyage only,— the purpose having

been to reach New Orleans or Charleston, and there obtain

a cotton freight to Liverpool. At that time merchandise

destined for the West was shipped to New Orleans by vessel,

and then forwarded by steamboat up the Mississippi, Mis-

souri and Ohio rivers. The names of the Lombard ships

would in themselves, perhaps, be uninteresting, but they

show the constant use by the firm of the initial letter C :

Columbiana, Carolina, Cherokee, Charleston, Concordia, Cin-

cinnati, Congaree and Cervantes.

One firm more on Lewis's Wharf must not be omitted —

Enoch Train & Co., in the East India and Russia trade. In

the latter part of the decade they established, and for sev-

eral years maintained, the well-known "Train's Line" of

ships between Boston and Liverpool, which were the admira-

tion of all, and the pride of the metropolis of New England.

Their private signal — a red flag with a white diamond in the

centre — was well known in port and on every sea. On the

Vi^harf, on 'change, on the street, and everywhere, Mr. Train

was a popular man. To receive a bow or a " Good-morning
"
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salute from Enoch Train, as, tall and erect and with manly
step, he walked down State Street and along Commercial

Street to his counting-room, was something not to be de-

spised by anyone, whether a merchant or holding some other

position in commercial Boston.

On Commercial Wharf were Ezra Weston & Sons, ship-

owners, and ship-builders at Duxbury. Alden B. W^eston, the

active partner, was always agreeable, but a man of few words :

Howes & Crowell, correct and upright merchants : Benjamin

Rich & Son : Bryant & Sturgis, in the North-west Coast

and East India trade. It was in their brig Pilgrim and ship

Alert that Richard H. Dana, Jr., learned what it was to be a

sailor, and fitted himself to write his admirable book, "Two
Years Before the Mast:" B. C. Clark & Co., in the West
India trade, principally with Cape Haytien ; some good deeds

were credited to Mr. Clark : James Hunnewell, in the Sand-

wich Islands trade: Daniel C. Bacon: Henry Oxnard and

Henry P. Oxnard, in the China and Calcutta trade : D. & F.

Nickerson, in the Surinam trade : Lot Wheelwright, Jr., ship-

owner, and ship-builder at South Boston ; he is worthy of

especial mention because of his skill in so modeling ships

that an entire cargo could be taken out and the vessel even

go to sea, without first putting in ballast, to keep the ship

"on her legs," as the phrase was. He sold his ship Atlas

to a New York house— Slate, Gardiner & Howell — and she

was to go there to load for Liverpool. Mr. Slate spoke,

casually, in my presence, about putting in ballast. " Bal-

last," said Mr. Wheelwright; "you don't want any ballast."

"But," said the purchaser, "you don't think the ship can go

to sea with a swept hold .-^
" "Certainly I do,— no ballast."

Captain William Homan, of Marblehead, a noted ship-master

of the time, was skeptical; but, said he, "if Mr. Wheel-

wright says so, I will try it." He did, and the ship went

round safely. Still the owner was suspicious about that kind

of a craft, and requested Captain Homan to write to him on

his arrival at Liverpool, and say how the ship behaved at sea,

which he did in these telling words :
" If she was a piece of

putty, I wouldn't alter her
;

" and so, for once at least. New
York learned something from Boston. On Commercial
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Wharf, also, were P. & S. Sprague & Co. — Phineas and Seth

Sprague, Jr., brothers — and the late Hon. Edward S. Tobey,

a stepson and also son-in-law of Phineas Sprague, in the

Surinam trade. To know Mr. Tobey was to respect and ad-

mire him. All of these merchants who have been named,

like those first mentioned, were ship-owners.

To show some conditions attending mercantile life three-

score years and more ago, a circumstance may be related.

The ocean steamer and the electric telegraph were unknown.

Ships arriving from foreign ports would generally bring the

news of their own sailing, and information in regard to those

left in port; and the "latest dates," as read in the news-

papers, would sometimes date weeks prior to their receipt.

Advices from Cronstadt, at a time more than sixty-five years

since, indicated a good market for sugars. The ship Vespa-

sian, belonging to P. & S. Sprague & Co., loaded in Cuba

with sugars on owners' account, and arrived in Boston ot

route for Russia. At that time, and for years after, vessels

arriving at Cronstadt from "yellow fever ports," as the phrase

was, — and the ports of Cuba were such, — would be sub-

jected to quarantine regulations. To obviate the consequent

delay, ships from Havana and Matanzas, destined for Russia,

would clear for Boston, and arriving here, a few boxes of

sugar would be discharged, and after lying on the wharf a

day or so, would be reloaded, and the ship would then clear

direct from Boston for Cronstadt, with a "clean bill of

health," as it was called, from our Custom House. Occa-

sionally, but not often, a ship-master so arriving from Cuba

would add to the report of his arrival, the nonsensical fiction,

"to finish loading for Cronstadt." The idea of a ship leaving

the largest sugar-producing country in the world with part

of a cargo of sugar, to complete her loading in a State that

had never produced a pound of the article, was simply

ridiculous.

The Vespasian put into Boston for a " clean bill of health ;

"

but between the time of the favorable advices received from

Cronstadt and the arrival of the ship in Boston, the unwel-

come information came from Russia, that prices for sugars

were ruinously low ; and the owners of the ship, so it was
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said, offered to anyone who would pay the cost of the cargo,

to transport it, freight free, from Cuba to Russia ; but no one

was bold enough to accept the offer. The ship proceeded

on her voyage, but before she reached her destination sugars

had advanced in price, and the cargo was sold for enough to

pay its cost and all expenses of the voyage, with a surplus,

said to have been equal to the value of the vessel.

In illustration of the method by which ship news was con-

veyed sixty-five or more years ago, the following may be

told : The ships Timoleon and Flavius were in Cronstadt

in August, 1834, loading for Boston ; the masters were

brothers. The Timoleon sailed two days before the Flavius.

As the former was about to leave, the captain of the latter

said to his brother, " Well, Daniel, when I get to Boston, I'll

report you," implying that, though sailing later, he would

get here first. But Daniel did not take the insinuation

kindly. The ships entered the North Sea together, and the

race began. Ships crossing the Atlantic from the north of

Europe, — Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Russia, but more

from Russia than all the others,— had a choice of two routes,

or perhaps it would be more exact to say that the wind gen-

erally chose for them. If the wind was from a northerly

direction, the course would be down the North Sea and

through the English Channel, but if the wind was from

an opposite quarter, the course would be westerly, passing

north of Scotland ; this route was called the " north about."

Both ships, so it was said, came the "north about." Great

Britain stands in the way of a direct course from the north

of Europe, after entering the North Sea. As luck, or chance,

or effort would have it, the two ships arrived off Boston

Light on the afternoon of Sept. 28, but too late to come up

the harbor, and remained at anchor in Nantasket Roads

till the next morning. When it became dark, the captain of

the Flavius came up to Boston in his boat, and, going to the

Reading Room, reported: "Arrived ship Flavius, Winsor,

Cronstadt, 9th ulto. ; ship Timoleon, Winsor for Boston,

sailed two days before; past Elsineur together on the i8th,

and parted company in the North Sea." This having been

accomplished, he went back to his ship. The marine news
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boat, however, was prowling round in the harbor and found

the ships ; so the newspapers the next morning reported them

both as below. It was a long time before Daniel forgave

his brother for the trick. The story is given as it was told

to me by still another brother.

There were also on Commercial Wharf, Robert G. Shaw
and his sons, in the East India and West India trade,

—

princes of merchants, all of them. On the same wharf, also,

was John E. Lodge, a ship-owner in the East India trade.

One firm more on Commercial Wharf requires especial men-

tion,— Bates & Co., in the Holland and Russia trade. No
firm in Boston stood higher as merchants. Adam W. Thax-

ter, Jr., was the active partner. There was no counting-

room in Boston where so much ceremony was required to

gain admission to the principals. There were three rooms

located side by side. On entering the first, a clerk would

step up to the caller and ask him his wish, and on being

told "To see Mr. Thaxter," he would pass the word to a

clerk in the adjoining room, and he in turn would pass the

word to Mr. Thaxter in the third room. Then the answer

would come down the line giving permission to pass. Mr.

Thaxter was extremely reserved and severely polite in his

manner toward every one, and very precise and moderate in

his use of language. In appearing before him, a young man
was expected to confine himself as nearly as possible to the

scriptural "Yea, yea," and "Nay, nay." I must not leave

I\Ir. Thaxter without saying that in after years, when I had

reached manhood, our business relations were of the most

cordial character, free from all constraint.

On Commercial Street were James Huckins, a ship-owner,

in the coastwise business, and Hardy & Baker, ship-owners,

in the Malaga trade and coastwise business. Mr. Hardy was

rather reserved ; Mr. Baker was the more active partner, and

some pleasant anecdotes could be told of him if time per-

mitted. Mr. Baker was everybody's friend, and everybody

was Mr. Baker's friend. On Long Wharf were Isaac Wins-

low & Sons (afterwards on Lewis's Wharf), in the English

trade : Elijah Loring, in the Malaga trade : William Davis,
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Jr., in the Russia trade : Jacob Forster, in the Pernambuco
trade, and Daniel Deshon, in the West India trade.

On Central Wharf were Field and Morse, in the Calcutta

trade ; Alfred Richardson & Co., in the East India trade
;

Curtis & Stevenson, in the Russia trade ; Mark Healy, ship-

owner, in the East India and Russia trade ; William F. Par-

rott, ship-owner, in the Calcutta trade
; Joseph P. Wheeler

and George Callender, ship-owners and upright merchants
;

S. C. & F. A. Gray, ship-owners, in the East India trade
;

William Worthington & Co., in the Malaga trade ; lasigi

& Goddard and Nicholas Reggio, in the Smyrna trade ; Wain-
wright & Tappan, ship-owners, in the English trade ; Henry
H. Jones, in the Montevideo and Buenos Ayres trade ; Ben-

jamin C. White, in the Montevideo and Buenos Ayres trade,

and ship-owner, owning several large ships engaged in the

cotton-carrying trade. Ships engaged in this trade would

sail from Boston either in ballast or after loading in one of

the lines with an assorted cargo, and then would make some-

times one and sometimes two voyages from some Southern

cotton port— but nearly all from New Orleans — to Liver-

pool, and return to Boston the next summer.

Others on Central Wharf were James Ingersoll, in the

Russia and West India trade ; William F. Weld, ship-owner,

in the West India trade; Fairfield, Lincoln & Co., and Chan-

dler, Howard & Co., ship-owners, in the coastwise business
;

Thomas Curtis, ship-owner, and Robert C. Hooper, Junr.,

Greeley & Guild, Joseph V. Bacon & Sons, E. & W. H. Mc-

Lellan, Joseph Ballister, and Zachariah Jellison, in the West
India trade.

On India Street were Atkinson & Rollins, ship-owners, in

the East India and Russia trade
; John L. Gardner, ship-

owner, in the East India and Mediterranean trade
;
Josiah

Bradlee & Sons, in the Russia trade and engaged in the

whale fishery : Mr. Bradlee, Senr., was a cheerful, old-schooi

gentleman
; J. W. Langdon & Co., in the Smyrna trade, and

Edward C. Bates, in the West India trade.

On India Wharf were Samuel and Edward Austin, brothers,

in. the Calcutta trade,— coldly polite, but approachable, not-

withstanding, and respected by all ; Thomas and Edward

I
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cutta trade,— all men of ability; George Pratt, ship-owner;

Robert B. Storer, in the Russia trade ; Bullard & Lee and

Minot & Hooper, in the Calcutta trade ; William H. Bord-

man, ship-owner, in the Northern Pacific trade, of whom
some pleasant things were said because of his kindly acts

for the poor, which were unostentatiously performed ; Wil-

liam Ropes & Co. (afterwards on Lewis's Wharf), ship-

owners, in the Russia trade ; Windsor Fay, ship-owner

;

Michael H. Simpson, in the East India trade; Thomas
Dixon, in the Holland trade, — a typical Dutchman; Homer
& Sprague, in the Holland and Mediterranean trade

; James
Lee & Co., in the English trade ; David Ellis (" King Da-
vid," as he was called), importer of iron from Gottenburg

;

Gossler & Knorre, in the North of Europe and West India

trade ; and Shelton, Brother & Co., Atkins & Freeman, Ben-

jamin Burgess & Sons, and Richard D. Tucker, in the West
India trade.

On Rowe's Wharf were A. & C. Cunningham, ship-owners,

in the East India trade, — dignified and severely polite. On
Foster's Wharf were John H. Pearson & Co., ship-owners,

engaged in the coastwise business ; Mr. Pearson was genial

and affable. On Wales's Wharf, off Sea Street (after-

wards on Central Wharf), were Thomas B. Wales & Co.,

ship-owners, in the foreign trade. On Broad Street were

Kilby Page and John Waldron, ship-owners, jointly. On
Merchants' Row was Daniel Draper, in the Mediterranean

trade.

On State Street were Magoun & Son, ship-owners, and emi-

nent ship-builders at Medford. The junior was the active

partner, and, in turn, the senior, the firm name becoming,

in later years, Magoun & Sons. He was stately and dig-

nified in his bearing, yet polite to everyone, and occasionally

not averse to a little pleasantry. Others on State Street

were Theodore Chase, ship-owner, much respected ; George

B. Upton, ship-owner, and an active business man
; J. J.

Dixwell, in the East India trade ; Daniel P. Parker, Benjamin

T. Reed, and J. M. & R. B. Forbes, ship-owners, in the East

India trade ; Charles B. Fessenden, in the Calcutta trade.
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There were other merchants, who, though not strictly of

Boston, seem to deserve mention, for their ships found their

home here. They were all New England men. In Bath

were the Pattens, the Crookers, and the Houghtons. They

were ship-builders as well as owners. A kind-hearted and

lovable man was Captain John Patten. In Portland were

the Oxnards. In Kennebunk, the Lords. In Portsmouth

were Ichabod Goodwin, afterwards Governor of the State

of New Hampshire
; J. M. Tredick, William Jones, and

Captain Daniel Marcy. In Newburyport was William Balch,

— exacting, to be sure, but always honorable. His three

ships came to Boston as regularly as any ships that were

owned here. Micajah Lunt must, necessarily, be named.

In Salem were several ship-owners, and a few merchants

engaged in foreign trade. In Duxbury was Charles Drew,

ship-owner and ship-builder. In Kingston was Joseph

Holmes, ship-owner and ship-builder. Besides his ships, he

built and owned ten or eleven schooners, named for the

months of the year, except March and perhaps May.

It cannot be expected that a young man of about twenty

or a few more years could have been acquainted with all

those I have named, or perhaps remember all the merchants,

even by name ; and so the absence of remarks in regard to

some of them simply means that where there was no acquain-

tance, there might be nothing to relate. Only two of the

old merchants are now supposed to be living, — Thomas

Wigglesworth, Junr., and Nathan Crowell, of the firm of

Howes & Crowell.

Closely associated with the merchants of the time were

the stevedores ; and they were looked upon with the same

respect, and treated with the same consideration, that the

merchants accorded one to another. The principal stevedores

were Charles Morris, Daniel Pitman, familiarly known as

"Black Dan,"— and to him may be conceded the credit of

having been the first stevedore to discharge a ship by steam

power. It was one of Enoch Train & Co.'s Liverpool ships.

Another stevedore was Charles Wilson, known always as

"Wilson the stevedore,"— and to him must be given the

credit of having been the first, and perhaps the only steve-

I
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dore, who loaded a ship in Boston with an entire cargo of

cotton. Jack-screws and soft soap were indispensable arti-

cles for the laborers' task ; and the stevedore must also

have had experience in a cotton port, and this Wilson had

had in New Orleans. He reloaded the ship Norfolk, from

New Orleans bound for Havre, which put in, June 5, 1843,

in distress, waterlogged, and leaking 2,000 strokes an hour.

As there was a head wind, she was obliged to beat up the

harbor, and, as she tacked, she slowly rolled and listed to

leeward, first on one side, then on the other. It was a pretty

sight, that rainy afternoon, for anyone except the owners

and the underwriters. There was no more competent steve-

dore or conscientious man in Boston than Charles Wilson.

There were then lines of packets (freighting vessels) to

Albany, New York (four or five lines), Philadelphia (three or

four lines), Baltimore (perhaps three lines), Charleston and

New Orleans ; and lines of transient vessels to City Point

and Richmond, Charleston, Savannah, Mobile and New Or-

leans. None of the proprietors or agents of these lines are

believed to be living.

The Marine Telegraph was established about the year 1824

by John R. Parker. It was in operation in the forties, and

years later ; and yet there are not, probably, more than two

or three persons living who can describe it, or even remem-
ber it. The telegraph, then, was purely a thing of sight,

without suspicion of an invisible agency. It consisted of a

staff at each of the three stations, painted white, with three

arms, black, and three or four feet long, suspended vertically,

and hung so as to swing right and left. The arms were

manipulated by ropes leading below, and each arm could be

placed in six different positions,— at right angles with the

staff and at intermediate angles. The positions were num-
bered from I to 6. The stations were at Telegraph Hill,

Hull, on the cupola on Central Wharf, and on the cupola of

the Old State House. This last was removed later to the

Merchants' Exchange. There was also a blue and white

flag, called the "conversation flag," composed of two white

and two blue triangles uniting at a point in the centre of



36

the flag ; the upper and lower triangles were blue, and the

right and left were white. This flag, and the arms, were

used for conversation by the operators at the stations, and

interested no one else.

The chief value of the telegraph to the merchant was in

its six additional blue and white flags, numbered from i to 6.

They appeared, as seen flying from the masthead or from a

station, to be about five feet long and half as wide, but may
have been larger. They were controlled by halyards and

displayed perpendicularly. Flag No. i was all blue ; No. 2,

half white and half blue, horizontally divided ; No. 3, the

same, perpendicularly divided ; No. 4, blue with a large white

square in the centre ; No. 5, blue with a white cross at right

angles with the flag, and extending to its edges ; and No, 6

was half blue and half white, diagonally divided. Such ships

as desired them — and nearly all Boston ships, and many

from the outports of New England, did— could obtain a set

of four of each of these flags of Mr. Parker. The vessel

would then be enrolled in the signal book, and the numbers,

as arranged, would belong exclusively to the ship, barque,

brig or schooner. Anyone holding a book, and seeing the

numbers either on a vessel or at a station, could tell the name

at once. The flags were not to be read numerically, but by

tens and units, thus : 41-35 Ship Oneco, belonging to Ezra

Weston & Sons. Ships in the ofifing, inward bound, would

display their flags ; these would be repeated at the three

stations, and the reading-room would record " Below ship

The discovery of gold in California in 1848 or earlier; the

construction of railroads ; the increase in the number of

ocean steamers ; the building of clipper ships, and still later,

the Civil War, completely changed the entire carrying trade.

New Orleans, previously alive with handsome cotton ships,

became an insignificant port. Northern capital, once largely

invested in shipping, was in a great measure transferred to

railroad stocks and bonds, real estate, and other inland secu-

rities. What became of all the six hundred ships and as

many more smaller vessels .-* No one can tell. Not many
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were lost at sea,— of the ships, perhaps two in a year, on an

average. A few were sold and put into the Pacific whaling

business. Occasionally a ship, because of age or decay,

would be taken to an island in the harbor and burnt, for the

purpose of recovering the iron and copper. Others, but not

many, were used in San Francisco for storage purposes, till

they rotted and fell to pieces. Some owners,— but the

number was not large, let us hope,— put their ships under

the English flag at the time of our Civil War. Not one of

the ships is now in existence, and still the question presents

itself— What became of all those ships ?

Late in the year 1848, when the California gold excite-

ment commenced, a few small vessels sailed for San Fran-

cisco, but the first ships from Boston, with passengers, sailed

in January, 1849. The Edward Everett, with 150 passen-

gers, sailed on the 14th; the Capitol, with 159 passengers,

sailed on the 24th ; and the Pharsalia, with 141 passengers,

sailed on the 27th. Other ships followed in succession.

Those palmy days of yore; those "solid men of Boston ;"

those tall-masted ships, have passed away forever. No Bos-

ton merchantmen now cross every ocean, and skim o'er many
a sea, to bring rich cargoes from far-off lands. The mammoth
steamer and the fleet locomotive have supplanted the snow-

white sail, and the term " Boston Merchants " no longer

retains its old-time significance.
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THE PSALMS, TUNE BOOKS AND MUSIC OF
THE FOREFATHERS.

BY ERNEST NEWTON BAGG.

A Paper read before the Bostonian Society, April 14, 1903.

What the Fathers felt moved to sing is almost as well

worth considering, it seems to me, as what they felt moved

to do. Through the solemn period of the activity of the

" Pilgrims," the " Puritans," the " Separatists," and other

radical reformers of religion, the memory of the exaltation

which music brings had survived. Looking back through

the pages of the Good Book, frequently, to reassure them-

selves that Satan was playing no trick with their senses,

they came again and again to the familiar picture of Miriam

the prophetess, timbrel in hand, dancing before the children

of Israel, and crying, " Sing ye to the Lord ! For He hath

triumphed gloriously ! The horse and his rider hath He
thrown into the sea !

" And they saw where Isaiah, the great

master composer, causes the Lord to say that " My servants

shall sifig for Joy of heart

;

" and some think to this day that

the terrible fuguing days of the early Pilgrim Church in

America found its scriptural sanction in the conclusion of

the same paragraph — " and shall also howl for their vexation

of spirit !

" They held fast to the teaching of the Apostle

Paul throughout all that trying period, until to-day the cus-

tom is more than ever prevalent of using " psalms and

hymns and spiritual songs," and singing with the "grace of

God in the heart " in certain choirs, if not in all !

Well up in the list of those who are associated with great

movements in American history should be the names of the

Widow Glover, of Cambridge, and of Stephen Daye the

printer. The widow was famous for something more than

the fact that two of the Glover daughters married sons of

Governor Winthrop, and something besides her own marriage

in 1641 to the young President Dunster of Harvard Col-

lege. She it was who carried out her first husband's dearest

wishes in allowing Daye, the printer, to set up his "printery"

in her house in 1638 ; and to these two must be given the

credit of sending out the first printing in the United States.
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First came the Freeman's Oath of 1639 ; next was the Wil-

liam Pierce Almanac for the same year. William Pierce was

listed as a "mariner," and his "year" began with March.

Then the first American book was printed, the title of which

was as follows :
" The Whole Booke of Psalms, faithfully

translated into English metre. Whereunto is prefixed a Dis-

course declaring not only the lawfulness but also the necessity

for the Heavenly Ordinance of sitiging Scripture Psalms in

the Churches of God . . . 1640 ..."

The widow's first husband, Rev. Josse Glover, died on the

good ship John, when coming over with Stephen Daye in

1638. He willed to Harvard College "a font of printing

letters
;

" and some gentlemen of Amsterdam gave towards

the further furnishing of a printing press with letters, "40

pounds and something more." Thus humbly started the era

of publishing on New England soil. It must also be recalled

that in 1638, two years before the Bay Psalm Book appeared,

John Cotton received from England, from the poet Francis

Ouarles, versified translations of the i6th, 25th, 57th, 88th,

and two other Psalms. Even then the New World was begin-

ning to "tune up," as it were, and its musical life had started

in seemingly hopeless soil.

Among the very earliest hymns used in the Pilgrim vil-

lages were those of the celebrated Holland Separatist, Henry

Ainsvvorth, printed in 161 2. Longfellow has immortalized

this book in the lines (descriptive of the beautiful Priscilla)

:

Open wide in her lap lay the well-worn Psalm-book of Ainsworth,

Printed in Amsterdam, the words and the music together

;

Rough-hewn, angular notes, like stones in the wall of the church-yard.

Darkened and overhung by the running vines of the verses,

—

Such was the book from whose pages she sung the old Puritan anthem.

In the preface of the Ainsworth Psalm-book are found

these words :

Tunes for the Psalms I find none set of God ; so that each

people is to use the most grave, decent and comfortable manner

that they know how, according to the general rule. The singing

notes I have taken from our Englished Psalms when they will fit

the measure of the verse ; for the other long verses I have also

taken the gravest and easiest tunes of the French and Dutch

Psalms.
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Then in the back of the 1612 version is an elaborate

" Table directing some principal things observed in annota-

tions of the Psalms "
. . . . and a " List of Hebrew phrases

observed, which are somewhat hard and figurative." This

throws some light on the main sources of the psalra-singing

information possessed by the old-time advocates of " melody

in the house and in the worship of God." The old worthies

who were born, as it happened, without any sense of tune,

arrayed themselves over against this careful provision for

"making a joyful noise before the Lord," with such consola-

tion as might be gained from the quotation from Solomon,

son of the Psalm-singer himself (isolating and thereby per-

verting the sense of the saying),—" As he that taketh away

a garment in cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is

he that singeth songs to an heavy heart."

An old manuscript sermon, preserved in a Connecticut

family, has this verse for a text ; the preacher proceeds to

show that the difference of opinion as to whether the viol

and other instruments should be used in the " solemn wor-

ship of the Lord," caused all hearts to be very heavy, and

that as a consequence he should protest against the use

even of "songs" as long as he remained minister,— as ex-

pressly set forth by Proverbs 25 : 20 [cited above]. The other

school fortified itself with many other scriptural texts, and with

the expressions of Luther, who said at one time, " No art,

except theology, is to be compared to music," and at another,

" I am glad that God has denied to those obstinate rebels of

peasants a gift so valuable, so full of consolation ; they do not

care for music,— they reject the word of God!" And so

the lack of harmony along harmonious lines went on, and

at times, here and there in New England, was like to have

rent in twain the veil of the temple from the top to the

bottom.

These Psalm-books, in that day and country of few printed

things, were saved, and cared for, and closely examined by

our Foremothers with the most pious delight. I somehow

feel that it is more advisable to say " mothers " here than

" Forefathers." More than half of the Psalm-books I have

seen bear evidence, in numerous bits of writing and other-
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wise, of the frequent use of their well-worn pages by the

mothers,— in a majority of cases, no doubt, teaching the notes

to the great-grandfathers and great-grandmothers of to-day,

while the man of the house was busy with the family Bible,

or out cultivating acquaintance with savage surroundings.

The Pilgrim fathers — Brewster, Standish, Bradford, and

Carver— believed in Ainsworth, and brought his Psalms to

America. In the "Joco-Serious Dialogue," printed in 1723,

by Rev. Thomas Symmes, is this bit of information :

Furthermore the Church of Plymouth made use of Ainsworth's

version until the year 1692. For although our New England ver-

sion of the Psalms was compiled by sundry hands, and completed

by President Dunster [the same who married the widow Glover,

before mentioned] about the year 1640, yet that Church did not

use it, it seems, till two and fifty years after, but stuck to Ains-

worth ; and until about 1682 their excellent custom was to sing

without reading the lines !

How many of our choirs of to-day sing without even pre-

tending to "read the lines!" And these crude and quaint

old books, filled with " rough-hewn, angular notes," oddly

assorted type, and hyphenated combinations, kept alive in

New England the sweet spirit of Music, which has since, as

it always will however hard the soil, so grown in favor with

God and man.

The Ainsworth and the Sternhold and Hopkins Psalm-

books were the principal ones temporarily used by the colo-

nists until they could acquire the versions by the New
England divines,— Mather of Dorchester, Welde of Roxbury,

and John Eliot.

The French Psalm-books of some of our French-Huguenot

ancestors— used while these foreigners were becoming ac-

quainted with the tongue— are now and then to be found.

One version, called the Marot-and-Beza edition,— for prac-

tically three centuries the Psalm-book of all French Protes-

tants, — was the first metrical translation of the Psalms ever

sung and used by the people.

The Tate and Brady version, 1696. must be mentioned in

passing. Nahum Tate was an English poet-laureate, and of
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these writings few lines are preserved in the hymn collec-

tions of to-day, though the words " Be Thou, O God, ex-

alted high," are of the Tate and Brady book. The "Patrick

version" had some adherents. It bears the date of 1701,

and was the work of Dr. John Patrick, precentor to the

Charter House in London. In 1718 appeared the Cotton

Mather " Psalterium Americanum." Its very blank verses

were "fitted unto the tunes commonly used in the church."

It contained no musical notes,— probably the main reason

why the New England churches seemed to prefer the other

versions. Cotton Mather's arguments against the use of

instrumental music in the churches will be remembered :

he said, " If we admit instrumental music in the worship of

God, how can we resist the imposition of all the instruments

used among the ancient Jews,— yea, dancing as well as play-

ing, and several other Judaic actions .''

"

Many new Psalm-books appeared about the time of the

Revolution, and these were flanked by numerous books of

instruction, books with and without staves, and some with

letters instead of notes. William Tansur, who lived from

about 1699 to 1783, published a " Compleat Melody or Har-

mony of Sion," in the form of a curious and lumbering dia-

logue between teacher and pupil. It was in the era of this

highly interesting book that the differences of opinion arose

over the introduction of " triple-time " tunes, and any depart-

ure from the drawling out of notes of uniform length was

considered by some a distinct falling from grace. Then, too,

there were serious differences in regard to the treble parts

(instead of tenor, as hitherto) taking the air of the leading

themes of the songs. Mr. Gilman is authority for the state-

ment that singing by note was first introduced in the Brattle

Square Church in Boston.

While we are listing these musical notes, we should recall

the fact that the first recorded " organs " (a " pair " of them)

sent to America were those given by Thomas Brattle, the

Boston merchant, who died in 171 3, to the Brattle Square

Church. The congregation voted to refuse the gift, and it

was then sent to King's Chapel, where it long remained

packed. Mrs. Earle is authority for the statement that in
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1794 ^^c church in Newbury secured an organ,* which caused

many amusing and disparaging references to be made by

neighboring (if not neighborly) clergymen to " the tooting

tub" and the "box of whistles." The opponents had evi-

dently borne in mind something of the spirit of the Puritans

in England, who in 1557 expressly declared: "Concerning

the singing of Psalms we allow of the people joining with

one voice in a plaine tune, but not in tossing the Psalms from

one side to the other, with mingling of organs." The Round-

heads had gone through the churches in 1664, destroying

noble organs like the one in Westminster Abbey, and selling

the metal from the pipes.

The grave of William Billings, the tanner singing-master,

should be visited and his birthday should be honored by lovers

of church music everywhere, because of the important part he

took in its development and improvement in America. This

William Billings, in 1774, when twenty-eight years old, taught

a " Sacred Musick Singing School " in Robert Capen's tav-

ern, in the town of Stoughton, and from that time became

widely known as a chorister. In the records of the Massa-

chusetts Historical Society is a list of the singers in this

early singing-school. It contains such delightful old-time

names as Waitstill, Eunice, Unite, Susanna, Mehitable, Jer-

usha, Metiah, Mindwell, Patience, Eliphalet, Keziah, and

Bethia ; 20 tenors, 18 trebles, 5 "singers of counter," and 5

bass. There is here to be found a dainty touch of romance
;

for it is recorded that Billings found the prettiest girl he

ever saw sitting in the front row of the "trebles." So often

does appreciation of the beautiful go hand in hand with the

musical temperament ! The lady fair was Miss Lucy Swan,

* The President of the Bostonian Society, in his Annual Address last year,

mentioned the fact that the organ in King's Chapel was sold, when its new

building was in process of construction, to St. Paul's Church, Newburyport
;

and after about eighty years of service there, it was purchased by St. John's

Church, in Portsmouth, N. H., where with a new case and "its wind-chest in

very good order," it may last another century. The shade of Thomas Brattle

must have regretted the inability of its old companions to "procure a Sober

person that could play skilfully with a loud noise " on his gift, as he hoped

they might do when he made his will, devoting his " Organ to the praise and

glory of God." (See Proceedings for 1903, p. 7.)
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and the Stoughton town records say they were married July

26, 1774, with " sweete musick by many friends,"— the ac-

' count goes on to say,— as a prominent part of the programme.

Only a brief reference can be made in passing to the

numerous musical allusions in these Stoughton records. In

^77^i "John Kenney, the singer, and Elijah Dunbar went to

Boston to buy books for tunes." Feb. 1 1, 1767, certain " Brain-

tree singers came to Canton district and got into a religious

discussion," and had "a remarkable time," as a consequence

"postponing their joint concert." The two factions, headed

by their respective ministers, met the following March 9, at

the old May tavern, and the old chronicler rejoices "that all

their differences were made up . . . with great love and har-

mony." Back in these records as far as 1721, "Peter Lyon
was appointed to sett the Psalm." In 1770, on the striking

up of the tune of "Aylesbury," old William Wheeler got up

and stamped noisily out of meeting ; and Adam Blackman

did the same thing in 1794, when the bass viol "began to

scrape." Abigail Pitcher, Edward and Jacob French, were

names associated with the hymnology of this famously musi-

cal section. Edward P'rench was the composer of " New
Bethlehem " and other well-known tunes ; and Jacob, pub-

lisher of "New American Melodies" during the Revolution,

got out his " Psalmodist's Companion" in 1794. This was

the same year that Billings, before referred to, encouraged

by the favor with which his musical activities had been re-

ceived, published " The Continental Harmony : Printed Typo-

graphically at Boston by Isaiah Thomas and Eben Andrews
at No. 45 Newbury street,"— not far from the spot where

the British had previously cut down the Liberty tree.

But it is Billings's earlier work of 104 pages, published by

Draper and Folsom in 1778, that deserve particular con-

sideration.

The well-worn copy which I bring for your inspection

to-day is one secured from the library of Mr. Charles H.

Taylor, Jr., of Boston, an enthusiastic antiquary. It is en-

titled " T/ie Singing-Masters Assistant: or Key to Practical

Musick ; being an Abridgement of the New England Psalm-

Singer, together -with several Tunes never before published!^
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It was printed and sold by the author, at his house near the

" White Horse Tavern." On the last leaf is the script-line,

setting forth the fact that the staves were "engraved by

Benja. Pierpont, Junr, Roxbury, 1778." The title-page of

this volume, and of its counterpart in the Boston Public

Library, are missing. The few other copies in existence

show that it had a curiously ornate frontispiece, with large

Cupids, small Indians, brave harps and regal coronets in its

design. In 1770, Billings had become locally famous for his

celebrated " Fuguing Psalm Singer," out of which consider-

able of the fife and drum music, inspiring the American

soldiers on the battle-field, was taken. Of this " fuguing in-

vention " Billings once wrote that " it has more than twenty

times the power of the old, slow tunes. Now the solemn

bass demands their attention ; now the lofty counter, now

the volatile treble ! Now here ! now there ! now here again !

Oh, ecstatic Sons of Harmony !

" Billings found many

enemies to this system of singing, but he had one enthus-

iastic friend in famous old Doctor Mather Byles, minister of

the Hollis Street Church, who broke forth into verse, thus,

about the practice of fuguing :

Down starts the Bass, with Grave, Majestick Air;

And up the Treble mounts with shrill Career

;

With softer sounds in mild, melodious Maze,

Warbling between, the Tenor gently plays ;

'^

And so on. This perhaps may indicate that in old times, as

well as in many modern choral instances, the "gently war-

bling" tenors were in the hopeless minority. In marked

contrast to this cordial, semi-poetic approval stands out the

action of the other old-fashioned clergyman (Roxbury), who,

on the Sunday following the introduction of fuguing in his

church, preached a fierce sermon from the text in the proph-

ecy of Amos, " And in that day shall the songs of the temple

be bowlings." Incidentally may be mentioned that equally

belligerent old preacher in the town of Newbury, who preached

only a few seasons later on a similar occasion, before a great

congregation, pointing the arrows of denunciation with his

text, " Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs ; for

I will not hear the melody of thy viols." (Amos v : 23.)
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The first thirty-two pages of this quaint volume are taken

up with verbose and yet singularly explicit directions for

singing; a brief "Musical Dictionary;" an extravagant "En-
comium on Music" (ending "therefore thou art like Heaven
and Heaven is like thee

!

"), and an index to the sixty-odd

(some, decidedly odd !) tunes and nine anthems in the book,

besides other entertaining matter. In the directions, he is

found to declare that " harshness in high notes is as disagree-

able to a delicate ear as a wire-edged razor to a tender face ;

"

and further, that

" All levity, both in conduct and conversation, while singing the

words God, Christ, Redeemer, etc., will be deemed not only inde-

cent but impolitic,— a dishonor to God and a sin against your own
souls, as well as a giving of just grounds to the enemies and adver-

saries of Music to speak reproachfully."

These phrases contain hints which may well be taken to

heart by modern choir-singers. Five pages are devoted to an

amusing allegorical " History of G. Gamut, related by Her-

self, Taken in Shorthand by the Author." Billings must

have had in mind the really conspicuous part his music had

played in battle-camps of the Revolution when he makes
" Madame Gamut " go on in this wise :

" My Sons, some of them seem to be greatly pleased with war-

like atchievements ; and tho' they carry no instruments of death,

yet they are so extremely animating that they cause even cowards

to fight, and pusillanimity to perform wonders."

This " Dame Gamut " here declares she was " neither born

nor begotten, but invented by the Royal Psalmist." She
is " several hundred years old, and find myself strong as

when Guido left me seven hundred and ten years ago." In

the " Dictionary " we may learn that "a cliff" is a "key to

unlock or open a pace of music, consisting of three, F, C and

G ; " also that a " voluntary " is an " air played on an organ

in church before service begins, to calm the passions of the

audience for the fit worship of God," and that a harpsichord

is "a wire instrument with keys like an organ." Before

coming to the actual bars of the tunes, we see the staff which

David carried in his hand when he went forth to slay Goliath,
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likened unto the musical staff ; and the five stones he took

with him made "types of the five lines of which the staff is

composed."

The music starts with a stately " Aurora : Morning Hymn,"

with six verses. This is followed by common-metre " Bos-

ton." "Dorchester" is the name given on page 9 to a com-

mon-metre arrangement of "Time, what an empty vapor 'tis."

On page 46, " Roxbury " is a " T. & B." setting of the 149th

Psalm. Other locally familiar names are " Mollis Street,"

"New North," "Marshfield," " Marblehead," "Waltham,"
" Cambridge," " Medway," " Warren," and " Worcester." The

"P. M." tune called "America" is like nothing now sung to

that title. In the stormy hymn called " Sappho," a queer

geographical touch is given, where the words are " Rears up

the Baltic like a foaming fury." Billings did not forget to

give a prominent place to the Biblical authority, which thou-

sands have since quoted to support musical contentions,

giving two pages to the "Anthem taken from Sundry Scrip-

tures," starting " Is any of you merry, let him sing Psalms,

singing and making melody," etc. Again, on page 57, is

inserted the anthem.

Sing ye Merrily ! Make a Chearful noise !

Take the Psalm! Bring hither the tabret! And Merry Harp with the

Lute !

Blow up the trumpet ! Blow up the trumpet ! Blow up the trumpet in the

new Moon

!

The old long-metre " Chester," which had spread Billings's

fame among the American patriots more than any other

single hymn, is repeated in this book from the 1770 com-

pilation. According to Miss White and others, this was

really the first American war-song. The tune, though all

musicians of to-day laugh at it, is, when thoughtfully played,

a majestic composition. Hear now the stirring spirit of the

words, believed to be original with this patriotic tanner, as

set down in this book :

Let Tyrants shake their iron rod.

Let Slav''ry shake her galling chains

;

We fear them not ; we trust in God,

—

New England's God forever reigns !
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Howe and Burgoyne and Clinton too.

With Prescott and Cornwallis join'd,

Together plot our overthrow-

In one infernal league combinM.

When God inspired us for the fight,

Their ranks were broke, their lines were forced,

Their ships were shattered in our sight,

Or swiftly driven from our coast.

The foe comes on with haughty stride.

Our troops advance with martial noise
;

Their vet'rans flee before our youth.

And gen'rals yield to beardless boys.

And so on. This fine song stirred the hearts of our early

soldiery, and gave them inspiration which has since been

resultant from "The Star-spangled Banner" and "The Battle

Cry of Freedom."

This volume contains a unique serious parody upon the

lamentation of the Psalmist for Zion. Strange how many
would-be poets have seized upon the picturesque figure of

David "weeping by the waters of Babylon." In the Bay

Psalm-book the version lumbered along like this :

The waters on— of Baby-Ion, There where we did sit down,

Yea even then we mourn-ed when. We Re-membered, Zi-on,

Our harp we did, hang it amid, Upon the Willow tree.

Because that they that us astray Led in Captiv-i-tee !

"

This was said to be John Eliot's version. Joel Barlow,

author of the " Colombiad," and chaplain in Washington's

array, "improved" upon the "Lamentation" in this resonant

fashion :

Along the banks where Babel's current flows.

Our captive band in deep despondence strayed

;

While Zion's fall in sad remembrance rose.

Her friends, her children, mingled with the dead.

This Billings-Pierpont book has a more entertainingly local

version, called "Lamentation over Boston: an Anthem;"
" By the Rivers of Watertown there we sat down, and wept,

we wept, we wept when we remembered thee, O Boston !

"

And further on, " A voice was heard in Roxbury, which

echoed, weeping through the Continent,— weeping for Boston
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because of her danger !
" Then the finis is given in meas-

ured form, thus :

If I forget thee, yea, if I do not remember thee,

Then let my numbers cease to flow, then be my muse unkind,

Then let my tongue forget to move, and ever be confin'd

;

Let horrid jargon split the air, and rive my nerves asunder,

Let hateful discord greet my ear, as terrible as thunder !

"

Pierpont, the painstaking engraver, whose initials appear

frequently at the bottom of pages, when he came to the title

" Washington," on page 79, could not refrain from putting

some extra ornamental flourishes about the name which was

at that time upon every tongue ! On the margin of the

Dictionary appears the autograph (?) of John Flint, and the

name " Henery Flint " is written near the tune of Heath.

One magnificently patriotic anthem in this book must not

be forgotten in passing, in which occurs the line :
" Was

not the day dark and gloomy ; the enemy said * Let us draw

a line even from York to Canada ! '

" This piece is called

" Retrospect," and covers ten pages, ending with a resound-

ing " Hallelujah " chorus. The last considerable anthem

in the book, called " Independence," contains this allusion

to the Continental cause :
" To the King they shall sing,

— Hallelujah! No King but God! No King but God I

Down with this earthly king ! " From the home-made

leathern binding, stiffened with samples of old-time wall-

paper covering thin wood, to the pin-fastened leaf (hand-

wrought pin, too !) this old book is a precious possession,

full of deep significance, and speaking

With throbbing aches of crude yet stirring art.

With pangs of grand yet half-accomplished song!

Daniel Bayley's Psalm-Singer's Assistant, published by W.
McAlpine at Newburyport in 1767, was the immediate prede-

cessor of Billings's works, with printed staves. This is given

second place because of its brevity, and because it is some-

what more common nowadays. It contains fifty-six tunes and

a chapter of " Directions for Singing for Learners," bound

into the back of a volume of 320 pages of Watts' New Ver-

sion Psalms. Francis and Sally Stebbins of Springfield
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inscribed their names in this book, in no uncertain way, back

in 1769.

Is it not appropriate that we should stop a moment to

speak of Isaac Watts, the great hymn-writer, who died at

the house of Sir Thomas Abney, Church Street, Stoke-

Newington, precisely one hundred and fifty-five years ago

this 25th day of November, 1903 ? May we not recall to-day,

of all days, that of his many hymns there still survive in

current use such fine old specimens as "Jesus shall reign

where'er the sun," " When I survey the wondrous cross,"

*' There is a land of pure delight," " Now to the Lord a

noble song," and "Joy to the world! The Lord is come!"

Out of the common clay with which his golden vein of verse

is often mixed, may also be found such sacred " Mother-

themes " (rarely found among the writers of his sternly

ecclesiastical mould) as " Hush, my dear ! Lie still and slum-

ber ! Holy angels guard thy bed ! " Peace to the ashes of

the author of one of the sweetest lullabys of all time

!

This Bayley was "all business," and does not use as much

imagination in his preface as did the more ingenious Billings.

He interestingly says, among other things, that —

To give every Note its due Measure of Time, you must use a

constant Motion with your hand or Foot, once down and once up

in every Bar. Every Semibreve in the first or Adagio-mood is so

long as one may deliberately tell i, 2, 3, 4, by the slow motion

of a Clock. You must beat your hand or your foot down while

you tell I, 2, and take it up while you tell 3, 4, in every bar.

In a recent Symphony concert an enthusiastic listener was

observed to do this very thing ; and he will probably refer

any remonstrant back to Bayley, of Newburyport ! The

hymns are beautifully engraved on one side of the paper

only. The tunes are written in but three parts — tenor, me-

dium and bass—while those of Billings were in four, with the

"counter" added.

In 1791 the musical tanner brought out his "Psalm Sing-

er's Amusement,"— a title which proved additional fuel to

the flame of opposition already burning ; for that little word

"Amusement" was harped upon as a "give-away" of its



51

main object. In the Watts' Hymn Book, published by Wil-

liam Butler in Northampton in 1799 (used by the sainted

Parson Joseph Lathrop in the old white Meeting-house in

West Springfield), the hymns are divided into "pauses,"

where, the compiler says, "you may properly rest if the

Psalm is too long
;

" and there are " crochets " at the begin-

ning and ending of others, showing what may be "omitted

without disturbing the sense." He adds this sage advice :

*' Do not always confine yourselves to six stanzas, but sing

eight rather than confound and abuse the Psalm," In the

preface is this allusion to the then mooted question of " lining

out " the hymns :

It were to be wished that all congregations and private families

would sing as they do in foreign Protestant countries, without read-

ing line by line. Though the author has done what he could to

make the sense complete in every line, many inconveniences will

arise from this unhappy manner of singing. When it cannot be

altered, these two things give great relief ; first, let as many as can

bring the Psalm-book with them and look on the words while they

sing. Second, let the clerk read the whole Psalm over aloud before

he begins to parcel out the lines, that the people may have some

notion of what they sing about.

During the sixty-five years of Dr. Lathrop's ministry the

parishioners found little fault with his impressive "lining

off," though in many parts of the State the practice was

abandoned as early as 178 1. It had been introduced by the

Westminster Assembly in 1664, when the people possessed

little skill in music, and sang mainly with faith in human-

ity's patience, by guesswork and by sheer power of lungs.

In 1690, when there were but six "standard" tunes in gen-

eral use in the province— "York," "Windsor," "Martyrs,"

"Oxford," "Litchfield," and "St. Davids"— and when no

new music could be introduced without the vote of the lead-

ing men, there was necessity for lining out, and little need

for printed notes.

Rev. William Walter published, in 172 1, the first music

with bars printed in America, a church tune book, and he

was one of the first mildly to protest against mutilation of
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the hymns. In the town of Hardwick, Mass., June 2r, 1770,

it was " Voted, To secure surcease from disputations, that

hereafter the hymn shall be read line by line as formerly,

sung to some old tune, and the other half sung, without read-

ing, to some new tune." In Rowley, the choir in 1785 were

allowed "to sing once on the Lord's day without the read-

ing," or "deaconing" as it was called, which action led to its

gradual abolishment. In Worcester, in 1779, ^ resolution

was adopted at town meeting "that the mode of singing in

the congregation here be without reading the psalms line by

line."

These time-worn hymn books are accurate reflections of

the old-school theologies, plentifully supplied with "judg-

ment," "wrath," "woes," "hell's fiery darts," and only here

and there are illumined by the "love," " mercy," and " peace
"

which we moderns find so mightily essential to our mental

and churchly comfort. Chaplain, now Bishop McCabe, while

a captive in Libby Prison, Richmond, during the Civil war,

was reduced to primitive conditions in teaching his fellow-

prisoners to sing Mrs. Howe's famous " Battle Hymn of the

Republic," and taught its thrilling words to hundreds by

"lining out " the music in true Colonial style.

An amusing instance of the difficulties encountered in

"lining out" the hymns comes from an English letter of

early Colonial times. An old preacher was "breaking in " a

young candidate for orders, who was a bad " speller and

reader, and somewhat backward," but who possessed a loud

voice. He was ponderously lining-off the hymn, and holding

the book in such a way that the elder who was seated and

partly hidden behind the high pulpit front, could prompt him

when he faltered. A serious pause came. The old man ad-

justed his spectacles, and after peering at the page a moment
whispered, " My son, remove your thumb so I can see." His

despair and horror can better be imagined than described

when the fledgeling "lined off" his very words with extreme

ardor and unction. "Be still, my son, be still! You'll spoil

it all
!

" frantically whispered the tutor ; while the too-apt

pupil, with even growing ardor, repeated this remark also.

The audience wondered, the "liner" collapsed, and the man
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of ready wit and experience got up and announced the part

of the 22d Psalm, beginning

To snatch me safe from danger's jaws,

Thy present succor lend,

As once from goring unicorns,

Thou didst my life defend.

An extract from the memorandum book of Deacon Felton,

dated July 27, i y88, reads :
—

This day was introduced that lifeless sound, a Base viol, as a

part of divine worship in the First Church of Christ, of Roxbury.

The manner of its introduction was this : it was asked the Church

by the reverend pastor, whether they were willing the viol should

be used in their worship. On which motion one of the church arose

and said " for my part I have none," But no vote of the Church

was taken on the matter, and thus relapses a pure, primitive church

of Christ of 150 years' standing (in my opinion) into error and

vain glory. From which the Lord deliver us

!

In 1770, when dissatisfaction was rife in Wilbraham, a vote

was taken to " consider the broken state of this town with

regard to singing four times at each service on the Sabbath

day." Special and bitter objection was made to the leader

beating time so ostentatiously. A list of singers was there-

upon made, and a new singing master appointed. The senior

deacon was allowed to lead and line-out and beat time in the

forenoon, while the new school was to control in the after-

noon. It was voted that " whoever leads the singing shall be

at liberty to use the motion of his hand while singing for the

space of three months only." The newer order of things

proving more popular, the deacon soon after gave up his part

of the agreement, leaving with this parting shot at the enemy :

" It is expected that inquiry will be made into the conduct of

those who call themselves the singers in this town."

It was in 1771 that the town of Bedford, Mass., voted that

in settling the Rev. Joseph Penniman as minister, " all levity,

prophainness, musick and other disorders should be prevented

on said day." Two years later, a strain of sweeter music

comes out of the musty old records, when " Masters Jeremiah

Fitch and James Wright are apptd to sett in the fore seat of

the front gallery, to begin the Psalms and tunes." The town



54

of Sutton has preserved records of much discussion in Revo-

lutionary times as to '* what tunes shd be sung in Church and

what not." In the anecdote told of a prominent deacon,

fictitious names are given :
—

Deacon Blank was a pronounced opponent, as it happens,

of "the new-fangled songs" proposed by Billings and others,

while Deacon White as firmly advocated the "improved

music." No one can know how much this had to do with

the posting up in Sutton Centre on the nth of September,

1777, the following proclamation, copies of which are still in

existence :
—

Whereas, Deacon Thomas Blank has made and spred a shameful,

unsatisfactory and distrustful story about me, saying that I drinked

a number of barrels of cider for him in the space of 2 months. I

do hereby certify the Publick that what he has told is a right-down

lie.

Attest Samuel White.

There are several instances in which the selection of cer-

tain hymns in the old-time books had peculiar significance.

A friend of mine has told me that the picking out of the

hymn beginning " Behold the aged sinner dies," greatly

scandalized the people attending the funeral of an old resi-

dent in a New Hampshire town many years ago. It is still

cherished among the traditions of Manchester, N. H., that

upon a certain occasion when a returned son of that town

brought his bride into the already-begun church service, with

a great squeaking of polished Boston-made boots, and rust-

ling of Philadelphia silken skirts, the old minister paused

until the commotion had temporarily ceased and impressively

repeated one verse from a hymn from the 1767 Watts' New
Version, as follows :

—
Who is this fair one in distress

That travels from the wilderness?

And pressed with sorrows and with sins,

On her beloved lord she leans.

The account doesn't say whether or not they attended church

regularly after this admonition.

One well authenticated tale of old Duxbury town, tells how
an aged minister, preaching as supply, and the top of whose
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head was bald as any Qgg, was shocked when the irreverent

laughed as he read the Watts' Version words from Psalm

69:-
My hairs though numerous are but few

Compared with foes that me pursue

!

Another story, frequently related in a town in the Con-

necticut valley, is of a country clergyman whose mind was

so set upon the serious matters of his calling that he could

never see a joke on himself until some time afterwards. It

was not until after dinner at the senior deacon's house that

the good man realized why the whole congregation smiled to

hear him make the following announcement, at the close of

the morning service: "On the next Lord's day the Reverend

Peter Day will occupy this pulpit. You will now please rise

and sing nine verses of the 83d hymn, "That awful day will

surely come."

Many interesting things are to be borne in mind about

the far-reaching influence of the earliest hymns. We may
well afford occasionally to recall the fact that the tune " Old

Hundred" is found first set down in the Geneva Psalter of

155 1. The grand tune "Palestrina" dates from 1653, and

is named from the famous Roman Catholic composer. The
founders of Methodism, the Wesleys, who were famous during

the Revolutionary period, gave the world "Jesus, lover of

my soul," and " Love divine all love excelling."

What a splendid tribute it was to the music of ancient

times, that frosty January morning in 1893, when the body

of Phillips Brooks was placed in the open air upon the porch

of Trinity Church, and trumpeters led the greatest throng

which Copley Square has ever seen, in the hymn " St. Ann's,"

composed by Westminster Abbey's organist, William Croft,

in 1 712,

We may with profit remember at least the names of such

American Psalm and Hymn writers, and teachers contem-

porary with Billings, as Daniel Read, the comb-maker, and

Timothy Swan. The former wrote " Windham," " Lisbon,"

and "Russia," and the latter was the author of "China,"
" Poland," and "Ocean." In 1783, Oliver Holden gave the

world the immortal hymns of " Coronation " and " Lenox."
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The very organ he used is now a treasured relic of the Bos-

tonian Society.

The queer old books of the fathers are important evolu-

tionary phases in the development of the music of the race,

—

the Song of the Ages. The differences of opinion among
the forefathers about music in church services were but

natural steps leading up to present-day enlightenment and

musical emancipation. The reaction from the views of any

extremist is inevitable. In history it has been ever so. Sus-

pended, as it were, between pronounced and seemingly sense-

less extremes of opinion, swing the '* golden ages " of poetry

and music and art. The authorities throw Galileo into prison

and burn his written theories. Three hundred years later,

the world has moved into a realization of the greatness of his

prophecy, and the sun he understood, shines upon peoples

who reverence his intellect. The Puritan belief that intricate

church music was Papistical has been replaced by a wise

acceptance of beautiful music, wherever found.

Nor is it ever to be forgotten that the old Catholic Church,

the Mother of us all, has given and is still giving the world

some of the very finest and grandest ecclesiastical hymns
and music. We are not to forget that " Jerusalem the

golden " was original with grand old St. Bernard of Cluny,

founder of a hundred monasteries, in 1145; or that the fine

hymn, "Hallelujah! Best and sweetest of the hymns of

praise above !
" is a Latin hymn of the thirteenth century.

It was San Filippo of Florence, in the sixteenth century, who
first advocated psalms and hymns, after sermons and other

devotions, " to allure young people to pious offices." He
originated the "Oratorio" (named from St. Filippo's oratory),

where singing dialogues, interspersed with choruses, were

given to crowds. Down even to this present twentieth cen-

tury, one of the most inspiringly magnificent of modern com-

positions is the Roman Festival Mass by one of Boston's

greatest musicians, Signor Augusto Rotoli.

We have progressed as a nation beyond the stage of the

Puritan who really thought (see Knight's England), that

" Sweet musick at the first delighteth the ears ; but after-

ward corrupteth and depraveth the mind."
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Mankind, ever interested in the historical beginnings of

great movements, must never forget that the flowering fra-

grance of to-day is not more worthy of consideration than the

nrst feeble struggle of the seed, down there in the dark

environment of former time. We must not let the exponents

of all that is best in modern music overshadow the pioneers

who, building more wisely than they knew, restlessly struggled

to bring to pass these very days.

Let our modern church choirs remember when they have,

upon occasion, to sing one of the old hymns of Pilgrim origin

brought from Holland to this " stern and rock-bound coast,"

that these old strains, sung, 'tis true, with more fervor than

art, gave the Fathers not only consolation in hardship, but

courage to come,

Not as the flying come,

—

In silence and in fear,—
They shook the depths of the desert gloom

With their hymns of lofty cheer.

Amidst the storm they sang,

And the stars heard, and the sea

;

And the sounding aisles of the dim woods rang

To the anthems of the free

!
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SPECIAL FUNDS.

The Invested Funds of the Society include the following
Special Funds :

—
Mrs. Catherine Page Perkins Fund
Joseph Henry Stickney Fund
Samuel Elvvell Sawyer Fund
George Oliver Carpenter Memorial Fund
Edward Ingersoll Browne Fund .

Boston Memorial Association Fund .

Robert Charles Billings Fund

KjOoo go

1,000 00

4,610 87

1,000 00

1,000 00

1. 179 51

3,000 00
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ADDITIONS TO THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARY, 1903.

Donors.
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Donors. Vols.
PAM-

PHLETS.

Brought forward • • • 33
Illinois Historical Society i

Iowa, State Historical Society of ... . 4

Kennedy, Henry F 2

Lawrence, Mass., Public Library .

Lawrence, William

Lexington, Mass., Historical Society

Loudon, John L .

Lynn, Mass., Public Library .

Manchester, N. H., Historical Association .

Massachusetts Commissioner of Public Records . i

Massachusetts, Secretary of State of . . . 19

Medford, Mass., Historical Society

New England Historic-Genealogical Society

New England Society in the City of New York

Peabody Institute, Danvers, Mass.

Poole, Lucius .....
Purchased ......
Read, Charles F
Reed, George B. .

Salem, Mass., Public Library

Seavey, Fred. H, .

Smith, Robert B. .

Smithsonian Institution

Syracuse, N. Y., Public Library .

United States Commissioner of Education

Whiting, Miss Lillian ....
Woburn, Mass., Public Library

Yale University .....
Total 74
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ADDITIONS

TO THE SOCIETY'S COLLECTIONS, 1903.

DONORS. DESCRIPTION.

Adams, George H.

Appleton, Nathan.

Appleton, William S.

Bolton, Charles K.

Bradford, William R.

Burdick, Allen.

Carpenter, George O.,

estate of.

Center, Joseph H.,
estate of.

Corbett, Alexander,

Jr.

Davis, William F.

Emmes, Mrs. Samuel.

Notes and Minutes of the Secretary of the Trus-
tees of the Fund for erecting in the Town of

Boston an Equestrian Statue of Gen. George
Washington. (The Chantrey Statue now in

the State House.)

Certificate of Membership in the " Rough and
Ready Association," Boston, July i, 1846.

Photograph of hand-colored contemporaneous draw-

I

ing of the Battle of Bunker Hill, by B. Romans.

iPortrait of Hugh, Earl Percy ; reprint of a mezzo-
tint by Valentine Green, S. L. Smith, sc.

jFramed lithographic portrait of Charles Sumner,
i

surrounded by printed extracts from his speeches.

Six iron letters museum formerly on the front wall

of the old Boston Museum building.

Silk banner given to Major George O. Carpenter
when chief marshal of the procession at the lay-

ing of the corner-stone of the United States Post
Office building, Oct. 16, 1871.

Officer's sword and private's equipment in the Mas-
sachusetts Militia.

A fire bucket.

Photograph of a portrait painted by Gilbert Stuart

in 1810 of Mrs. Thomas Lindall Winthrop (Miss
Elizabeth Bowdoin Temple), born 1767, died

1825.

Cane made from wood from the Second Church,
Hanover Street, 1729-1844.

Lithograph view in color of Boston, taken from the

south side of the town about 1800.
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DONORS.

Essex Institute.

Green, Samuel A.

Grout, Frank B.

Iconographic Society.

Kimball, David P.

Lee, James Stearns.

Mitchell, Thomas S.

Marble, William.

Nichols, Mrs. Eliza-

beth L.

Perry, Mrs. Olive A.

Poole, Lucius.

Shillaber, William G.

DESCRIPTION.

Reprint of a broadside of an Act of the General
Court of Massachusetts, passed May 3, 1676.

Door-plate inscribed Dr. S. A. Green.

Door, and its frame, of the house which stood at

No. 2 Bulfinch Place, occupied by Miss Amelia
B. Fisher as a boarding-house. William Warren,
the actor, lived there many years.

Etching of Faneuil Hall.

Plaster bust of William Warren, and wooden ped-
estal for same. (Loan.)

Plaster bust of Benjamin Franklin, said to be by
Houdon.

Bill-board formerly at main entrance of the Boston
Museum, with programme of last performance,

June I, 1903.

Architectural drawing in ink of first and second
floors and side elevation of Quincy Market, made
by W. S. Rowson, 1844; framed together; archi-

tectural sketches of front and side elevations of

study for Horticultural Hall, and elevation of

unknown building, signed H. B. (Hammatt Bil-

lings), framed together.

Cup made of oak from the Doten House, Ply-

mouth, Mass.

Framed portrait of Mary H. Galloupe at the age
of three years ; hung for over one hundred years
in the " Gallop House," on Hull Street, Boston

;

headquarters of General Gage in the Revolution.

Framed reprint of contemporaneous engraving
entitled, "The Boston Troops as reviewed on
Boston Common, on President Adams' Birthday,

by Lieut. Gov. Gill," etc.

Steel engraving of the oil painting, by Joseph
Ames, "Deathbed of Daniel Webster," in pos-

session of the Bostonian Society.

Rules and Regulations of the Warren Theatre,

Boston. Opening night, July 3, 1832.

Two mementoes of the Boston Theatre, first of that

name, 1838-1840. "Weekly Receipts and Pay-
ments," and " Lease of the Bar."

Fac-simile reproduction of the newspaper entitled
" The Present State of the New English Affairs,"

published in 1689.
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Sowdon, Arthur J. C.

Stevens, Benj. F.

Stone, Miss Ella A.

Studley, Mrs. Sara A.

Taylor, Charles H.,

Jr.

Turner, Wilbur F.

Wales, George C.

DESCRIPTION.

Razor and case once owned by Daniel Webster,
bearing his name on the blade.

Lock of Daniel Webster's hair, cut from his head
after death.

Reprint of the New England Courant, Monday,
Feb. 4, to Monday, Feb. ii, 1723.

Blue ball and iron bracket for same, which hung
for many years before the shop of Josiah Frank-
lin, corner of Hanover and Union Streets.

Framed wood engraving of an illustrated rebus en-
titled "The True Art of Making Money Plenty
in every Man's Pocket, by Doctor Franklin."

The Daily Zion's Herald, Boston, 1852 (bound).
The Daily Bee, Boston, 1842, Vol. I (bound).

Photograph of eastern end of Old State House,
showing subway construction under the building.

Arrow-head found on Boston Common, May 19,

1903 ;
probably brought to the surface by a har-

row in use at that time.
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No. 1 44 1.

^ommontDcaltl) of illa50ac()U0ett0.

Sc it iinDton that whereas Thomas C. Amory, Curtis Guild,

John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke, Samuel M. Quincy, Wil-

liam S. Appleton, Thomas Minns, Henry F. Jenks, John

T. Hassam, and Dudley R. Child, have associated themselves

with the intention of forming a corporation under the name of

Cl^e 'Bojstontan ^ociet^,

for the purpose of promoting the study of the history of Boston, and

the preservation of its antiquities, and have compHed with the pro-

visions of the Statutes of this Commonwealth in such case made

and provided, as appears from the certificate of the President,

Treasurer and Directors of said corporation, duly approved by the

Commissioner of Corporations and recorded in this office
;

iltloto, Cljcrffcirr, 3', Henry B. Peirce, Secretary of the Common-

wealth of Massachusetts, io I;crcbp ccrtifp that said Thomas C.

Amory, Curtis Guild, John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke,

Samuel M. Quincy, William S. Appleton, Thomas Minns,

Henry F. Jenks, John T. Hassam and Dudley R. Child,

their associates and successors, are legally organized and estab-

lished as and are hereby made an existing corporation under the

name of

with the powers, rights and privileges and subject to the limitations,

duties and restrictions, which by law, appertain thereto.

SlSEitncetGi my official signature hereunto

subscribed and the seal of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts hereunto affixed, this second

day of December, in the year of our Lord one

thousand eight hundred and eighty one.

[Signed]

HENRY B. PEIRCE,

Secretary of the Coinvionwealth.



THE BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF BOSTON
AND THE PRESERVATION OF ITS ANTIQUITIES.

BY-LAWS.
I.
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It shall be the duty of members, so far as may be in their power, to

carry out the objects of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or pur-

chase, books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other suitable means

as may from time to time seem expedient.
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MEMBERS.

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, either

resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall, after having been proposed and

accepted as candidates at any regular monthly meeting by the Directors,

be elected by the votes of a majority of the members present and voting.

III.

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.

Honorary and Corresponding members shall be nominated by the

Directors, and shall be elected by ballot by two-thirds of the members

present and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society,

but shall not be entitled to vote.

IV.

ADMISSION FEE AND ASSESSMENTS.

Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his or her admission,

and five dollars each first day of January afterwards, into the treasury of

the Society for its general purposes
;
provided, however, that no person

joining the Society on or after the first day of October in any year shall be

required to pay an additional assessment for the year commencing on the

first day of January following.

If any member shall neglect to pay his or her admission fee or annual

assessment, for three months after the same is due, he or she shall be

liable to forfeit his or her membership at any time when the Directors shall

so order.
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The payment of the sum of thirty dollars in any one yeai- by any member

of the Society shall constitute him or her a life member of the Society ; life

members shall be free from assessments, and entitled to all the rights and

privileges of annual members. The money received for such life member-

ship shall constitute a fund, of which not more than tvi^enty per cent.,

together with the annual income, shall be spent in any one year.

V.

CERTIFICATES.

Certificates signed by the President, and the Clerk, shall be issued to

all persons who have become life members of the Society.

VI.

MEETINGS.

The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on the second Tuesday

in January, and regular meetings shall be held on the second Tuesday of

every monih, excepting June, July, August and September, at such time

and place as the Directors shall appoint. Special meetings shall be called

by the Clerk, under the instruction of the Directors.

At all meetings ten members shall be a quorum for business. All Com-
mittees shall be appointed by the Chair, unless otherwise ordered.

VII.

OFFICERS.

The officers of the Society shall be nine Directors, a President, a Clerk,

and a Treasurer. The Directors, Clerk and Treasurer, shall be chosen by

ballot at the annual meeting in January, and shall hold office for one year,

and until others are duly chosen and qualified in their stead.

The President shall be chosen by the Board of Directors, from their

number, at their first meeting after election, or at any adjournment thereof.

The offices of Clerk and Treasurer may be held by the same person.

VIII.

VACANCIES.

Any vacancies in the Board of Directors, or the office of Clerk or

Treasurer, may be filled for the remainder of the term at any regular

meeting of the Society, by the vote of two-thirds of the members present

and voting.

In the absence of the Clerk at any meeting of the Society, a Clerk

pro tempore shall be chosen.

IX.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

At the monthly meeting in December, a Nominating Committee of five

persons shall be appointed, who shall report at the annual meeting a list of

candidates for the places to be filled.
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X.

PRESIDING OFFICER.

The President, or in his absence one of tlie Directors, shall preside at

all meetings of the Society. In the absence of all these officers, a Presi-

dent ^r^ <'^»//c:^r^ shall be chosen.

XL

DUTIES OF THE CLERK.

The Clerk shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties.

He shall notify all meetings of the Society. He shall keep an exact

record of all the proceedings of the meetings of the Society and of its

Directors.

He shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, and place

on file all letters received.

He shall enter the names of members systematically in books kept for

the purpose, and issue certificates of life membership.

The Clerk shall have such charge of all property in the possession of the

Society as may from time to time be delegated to him by the Board of

Directors.

He shall acknowledge each loan or gift that may be made to and

accepted in behalf of the Society.

xn.

DUTIES OF THE TREASURER.

The Treasurer shall collect all moneys due to the Society, and pay all

bills against the Society, when approved by the Board of Directors.

He shall keep a full account of the receipts and expenditures in a book

belonging to the Society, which shall always be open to the inspection of

the Directors ; and at the annual meeting in January he shall make a

written report of all his doings for the year preceding.

The Treasurer shall give bond in the sum of one hundred dollars, with

one surety, for the faithful discharge of his duties.

xin.

DUTIES AND POWERS OF DIRECTORS.

The Directors shall superintend and conduct the prudential and execu-

tive business of the Society ; shall authorize all expenditures of money

;

fix all salaries
;
provide a common seal ; receive and act upon all resigna-

tions and forfeitures of membership, and see that the By-Laws are duly

complied with.

The Directors shall have full power to comply with the terms of the

lease of the rooms in the Old State House, made with the City of Boston,

and to make all necessary rules and regulations required in the premises.
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They shall annually, in the month of April, make a careful comparison

of the articles in the possession of the Society with the list to be returned

to the City of Boston under the terms of the lease, and certify to its

correctness.

They shall make a report of their doings at the annual meeting of the

Society.

The Directors may, from time to time, appoint such sub-committees as

they deem expedient.

In case of any vacancy in the office of Clerk or Treasurer, they shall

have power to choose a Clerk or Treasurer pro tempore till the next

meeting of the Society.

XIV.

MEETINGS OF THE DIRECTORS.

Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the day previous to

the regular meetings of the Society, at an hour to be fixed by the President-

Special meetings of the Directors shall be held in such manner as they may

appoint ; and a majority shall constitute a quorum for business.

XV.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint two

Directors, who, with the President, shall constitute the Committee of

Finance, to examine, from time to time, the books and accounts of the

Treasurer; to audit his accounts at the close of the year, and to report

upon the expediency of proposed expenditures of money.

XVI.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint five

standing committees, as follows :
—

Committee on the Rooms.

A committee of seven members, to be called the Committee on the

Rooms, of which the President and Clerk of the Society shall be members

ex-officiis, who shall- have charge of all the arrangements of the Rooms
(except books, manuscripts, and other objects appropriate to the Library,

offered as gifts or loans) ; the hanging of pictures, and the general arrange-

ment of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Papers.

A committee of three members, to be called the Committee on Papers,

who sluill have charge of the subject of papers to be read, or other exercises

of a like nature, at the monthly meetings of the Society.
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Committee on Membership.

A committee of five or more members, to be called the Committee on

Membership, whose duty it shall be to give information in relation to the

purposes of the Society, and increase its membership.

Committee on the Library.

A committee of five members, to be called the Committee on the Library,

who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Library, including the

acceptance or rejection of all books, manuscripts, and other objects appro-

priate to the Library, offered as gifts or loans, and the general arrangement

of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Publications.

A committee of four members to be called the Committee on Publica-

tions, who shall have charge of all the publications of the Society.

These five committees shall perform the duties above set forth, under

the general supervision of the Directors.

Vacancies which may occur in any of these committees during their

term of service shall be filled by the President.

XVIL

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS.

Amendments to the By-laws may be made, at any annual meeting, by

vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting. They may also

be made by the like vote at any regular meeting, provided notice of the

same be contained in a call for such meeting issued by the Clerk, and sent

to every member.
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING.

The Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Bostonian So-

ciety was held in the Council Chamber of the Old State

House, Boston, on Tuesday, January lO, 1905, at 3 P. M., in

accordance with a notice mailed to every member.

President Curtis Guild, Sr., occupied the chair, and the

records of the last annual and monthly meetings were read

by the Clerk, and approved.

President Guild then delivered his Annual Address as

follows :
—

PRESIDENT GUILD'S ADDRESS.

Fellow Members of the Bostonian Society :—
The object of the Bostonian Society, " to promote the study

of the history of Boston and preserve its antiquities," has

been carried out in various ways during its existence. Promi-

nent among them has been the reading of various papers

concerning the past history of the city, many of them contain-

ing important facts the memory of which might otherwise

have passed away with the lives of the speakers who presented

them.

Twenty-three years of successful occupancy of this historic

building, and the fvilly attended regular meetings to listen to

the papers respecting Boston's past history, attest the value

of the work of our Society.

Interest in the history of Old Boston is by no means con-

fined to this Society or to Bostonians alone. We note that

the Ohio Company of Associates, descendants of the original



band of veterans of the Continental Army with whom the

Federal Government entered into an agreement in 1787, in

regard to the management of the territory northwest of the

Ohio River, held its annual meeting in Washington last No-

vember. Hon. Whitelaw Reid was elected President. It is

the purpose of that Society to put a chain of commemorative

tablets extending from the site of the Bunch of Grapes Tavern

in Boston, where the Company was organized, through the

States to the Northwest.

OLD LANDMARKS OF BOSTON.

It is well that the old landmarks of Boston receive the

attention of speakers, for these historic points are many of

them passing away before the march of improvement. Mr.

Benjamin F. Stevens, in his interesting pamphlet on Old

Boston, speaks pointedly of the fact.

I remember well the two daughters of the Rev. Mather

Byles, who lived on Tremont Street, and whose house in my
boyhood days was removed to make way for what was called

then the Tremont Road, now Tremont Street.

What a beautiful old street Summer Street used to be,

shaded by its rows of great elm trees on either side. The old

Sun Tavern, kept by William P. Capewell, an Englishman,

whose house was on Batterymarch Street, was the resort of

the captains of British ships when in port. The Eastern

Stage House in Ann Street, and Doolittle's City Tavern in

Brattle Street, were notable public houses.

STAGE COACH LINES.

Before the days of railroads, if one wished to go to Provi-

dence, for instance, word had to be left at the office, 9 Elm
Street, for the stage, which called for you ; and unless you

were the last passenger picked up, it drove around the city

for the others before starting on the trip, which was broken

at South Dedham (now called Norwood) for dinner at Joe

Sumner's tavern, arriving in Providence about 4 P. M. The

trip is now accomplished by railroad in little short of one

hour.



Public communication between different points in Boston,

besides carriages, which in days gone by performed that ser-

vice for 25 cents, was accompHshed by means of omnibuses,

the charge being I2i- cents. A Hne of omnibuses ran between

Dock Square and Canton Street.

The omnibuses, as is well known, were succeeded by the

horse-cars, and they in turn by the present electric cars.

NED KENDALL.

Some sixty years ago the best-known brass band in Boston

was the Boston Brigade Band, led by Ned Kendall, who was

noted as a performer on the bugle. A tribute to his playing

is found in a poem, written by George Lunt, descriptive of the

ball given to Prince de Joinville in Faneuil Hall :

" And Kendall's bugle soaring over all,

Fit music was it for a prince's ball."

A SHREWD MANOEUVRE.

A laughable incident which occurred at this ball, was the

means by which a man obtained admission after all the stipu-

lated number of tickets were sold. Obtaining a long white

apron and cap from a neighboring confectioner, and a tray

containing some plates of cake, he marched up to the en-

trance, and the doorkeeper, supposing him to be one of the

confectioner's assistants, admitted him without question. Ar-

rived at the refreshment room he left his cake, threw off his

disguises, and in proper evening dress entered the hall among

the other guests.

BOSTON YEARS AGO.

I well remember in my boyhood days that the granite block

next below Charles Street and fronting the Public Garden

was the last block of houses on Beacon Street ; following them

was a plank walk and rail fence over the water that came up

to that point, and from the further side of what is now Arling-

ton Street boys went "in swimming" in summer, and skating

in the winter season. Braman's bath-houses, near where Brim-

mer Street now runs, have long since passed away. A grand



position was Gardiner Greene's residence and estate, above

what is now Pemberton Square, commanding as it did, before

the hill was dug down, a fine view of Boston harbor. In those

days, what is now the Public Garden was a dumping ground

for the city ash carts, and the space used by circus troupes

when they visited Boston.

I remember, when riding out with my father and another

gentleman over Boston Neck, of their reading sign-boards at

the head of certain ridges of mud destined for streets in the

future, but which were then washed over by the water, and of

their remarking contemptuously upon dignifying those ridges

of mud as streets. Since then, both sides of Boston Neck

have been filled in for miles, and Canton, Springfield, Dedham

and other streets are among the best at the south part of the

city.

THE " TIGERS."

"Three cheers and a tiger" originated with the Boston

Light Infantry, who on giving their company cheer always

followed it at command with a fierce growl. A tiger's head

painted upon their knapsacks was probably the origin of the

name given the corps.

The "Tigers," or Boston Light Infantry, was commanded

by Capt. Charles O. Rogers, one of the proprietors of the

Boston Journal. He was an excellent officer and a great

favorite with his soldiers. On one occasion at a dinner of the

corps, a member in toasting him concluded with these lines :

He's the captain for us,—

Fair weather or foul

;

Up, Tigers, and give him

Three cheers and a growl.

THE BOSTON JOURNAL.

Major Rogers did much to increase the popularity of the

Boston Journal. A short time before his death he purchased

the estate where the Rogers Building now stands, on Washing-

ton Street, nearly opposite the head of State Street. It was

his intention to fit it up as a Journal Building, with composing



room, editorial and press rooms, more complete and commodious

than those of any of his contemporaries. His death prevented

the carrying out of his plans. The Journal, however, under

skillful management, is to-day one of the most successful

papers in Boston.

BULLETIN BOARDS.

As the inventor of the displayed newspaper bulletin board,

I well remember putting" forth in large letters such inscriptions

as " 8 days later from Europe, arrival of the steamer." Now-

a-days the telegraph and telephone have annihilated space, and

events in London are reported in New York and Boston while

they are transpiring, and actual conversations take place be-

tween individuals who are hundreds of miles apart.

CELEBRATING INDEPENDENCE DAY.

One of the features of the celebrations of Independence Day

used to be a balloon ascension from Boston Common. A Mr.

Durant and a Mr. Lauriat were the aeronauts. The day was

marked by the firing of guns and fire-crackers, and the making

of a noise generally, so that peaceable persons who were un-

able to get out of town were glad when the day was over.

OLD TIME HOTELS.

Cornhill was once a fashionable dry-goods street in the days

when Boylston Street was considered the South end, and the

Tremont House the fashionable hotel of Boston, board $2.50

a day. June Staig, the artist, was the first regular boarder

at that house, which was kept by Dwight Boyden, and the

Albion, on the corner next it, by Major Barton, whose Croton

ale was a noted beverage. Burnham's antiquarian bookstore

on School Street, the site of the present Parker House, was a

great resort for bookl overs, and Harvey Parker's restaurant

on Court Square, down stairs, quite a resort for bon vivants.

Parker afterwards took in Mr. Mills as partner. At the begin-

ning, Parker used to wait on customers himself. The bar of

his restaurant was on the street floor ; drinks six cents a glass.

The hotel as first erected on School Street, was later enlarged
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to the present proportions, becoming one of the most popular

in the city.

Young's Hotel, then fronting on Court Avenue, was origi-

nally called Taft's Hotel, from the proprietor. Access was

had to it through the avenue opposite the head of State

Street.

OTHER LANDMARKS.

One of the old landmarks of Boston was the hotel on Corn

Court, at the rear of Merchants' Row, which originally fronted

on the Square, and was the stopping place of Lafayette on his

visit to this city. A shrewd cigar dealer near this point dis-

played a sign which read " Cygers for sale here," and on an

individual remonstrating with him, he revealed the secret of

his apparent ignorance of orthography by telling him that

dozens of people came in to tell him of his apparent mistake,

and almost every one, apparently to mollify him, purchased

one or two cigars.

Let us hope that the Old South Church and that on Park

Street may long continue to be ornamental as well as histori-

cal landmarks of our city.

THE SMOKE NUISANCE.

There are many people in Boston to-day who would be sur-

prised to learn that the Old South Church and Park Street

Church were white until very recently. White, emblematic of

purity, seemed especially appropriate for a church and for Milk

Street. The present color of these buildings is a dingy gray,

emblematic of the smoke nuisance with which our city is

afflicted to-day.

We who are interested in preserving the landmarks of Bos-

ton should take an active interest in preventing a further

defilement of our city by the soft coal soot that is daily poured

out upon the beautiful buildings of Boston and upon the heads

of the inhabitants. The pleasing contrast in coloring of the

State House is already gone, and even new buildings show

the effects of the black cloud that descends upon them day

after day. On the front of the Congregational House 'on
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Beacon Street, the stone figures of the Pilgrims have already

become mulattoes, and by another year of heavy smoke they

will pass for negroes.

Our clothing, furniture, homes and offices are permeated

with the fine, black dust in a way which is a constant annoy-

ance to those of us who like cleanliness, and which causes

great expense to dealers in books, dry-goods and other perish-

able articles.

Consumers of soft coal who are responsible for the trouble

could save money by abating the nuisance ; for the amount

gained by burning the dust that is now showered upon us from

the chimneys would pay the cost of smoke-consuming devices

in a very short time. If we are not content to sit supinely

and see our city given over to smoke and fog like London or

Pittsburg, we must act, and act quickly. Every year the evil

increases, and the present laws appear to be entirely inadequate

to cope with it.

A PETITION FOR RELIEF.

A petition for new legislation, to provide means for abating

this nuisance, is now before the Legislature, and members of

this Society can assist the good work by attending the com-

mittee hearings that will be held in the State House. A
cleaner Boston is as necessary as a Greater Boston.

That our Society is on a firm foundation may be a subject

for congratulation. The same, however, cannot be said of

this building, under which the subway has recently been opened

for electric cars, and the basement utilized for a station.

BOSTON SUBWAY.

At the recent session in Boston of the Archaeological Insti-

tute, President Eliot of Harvard expressed regret at the tem-

porary character of our buildings in America, and asked where

we should find the material for the study of the archaeologist

two thousand or five thousand years hence. The only things

he could think of as likely to last for the future archaeologist
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were our subways. So the Bostonian Society, in A. D. 5905,

may find the preservation of the East Boston Tunnel one of

its duties.

Boston has taken the leadership away from other American

cities in the matter of electric traction. We have for some

time enjoyed or tolerated electric cars overhead, on the surface

and under ground, and by the new tunnel we have a line run-

ning under water,— surely an unusual place for Elevated Rail-

way trains.

OPENING OF THE TUNNEL.

The tunnel was opened for traffic on Friday, December 30,

1904. It was traversed by 32,000 persons on the opening day,

and by over 75,000 on New Year's Day. The length from

Maverick Square, in East Boston, to Scollay Square, is one

and two-fifths miles, and the toll is one cent, the same as on

the ferries, but the traveller through the tunnel must also

pay a nickel for his car fare.

For many years the people of East Boston have clamored

for a bridge, a tunnel, or free ferries, and their hopes have at

last been realized. The tunnel will not only be a boon to

East Boston, but to Chelsea, Revere, Winthrop, and other

towns, that are now given rapid transit to the heart of the

city.

CONTINUED EFFORT DESIRED.

After twenty-three Annual Addresses upon the past history

of Boston, there remains but little for me to relate that will

interest you ; but I by no means feel that we should in the

least degree relax our efforts in our investigations in that his-

tory, and I trust we may be favored with many more papers

upon the subject, from those who are in possession of facts

respecting it.

I cannot close these remarks without thanking most cor-

dially those who have favored us with addresses, and also the

different officers of the Society for the faithful performance

of their duty ; and this last is no empty compliment, but a just

acknowledsrment of honorable and sfood work.



REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS.

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the Bos-

tonian Society :

At the close of the year 1904, there were in the Society,

Honorary Members ... 2

Life Members . . . .565
Annual Members . . . -551

A total of . . .1,118

Showing an increase of 18 Life Members and of 24 Annual

Members, making a total increase of 42 members during the

past year.

The number of visitors to the rooms of the Society in 1904,

who registered, is as follows :

From Boston ..... 2,308

" elsewhere in the United States . 10,832

" Foreign countries . . . 557

A total of . . . 13,697

These figures indicate that about eighty thousand persons

visited the Old State House and the collections contained

therein, in 1904.

The interest in our unique collection of historical relics,

and the increasing appreciation of their value to students of

events in the early days of Boston and New England, show

that the Society fills a long-felt want in educating the people

to understand the important part our city has always taken,

from the beginning of our nation's history, and how great its

influence has been on the destinies of our country.

MONTHLY MEETINGS.

The following persons read papers before or addressed the

Society in 1904

:

January 12 : Annual Address, by President Curtis Guild.

February 9 : "A Forgotten Lover of New England," by

Edwin D. Mead.



March 8: "Boston a Century Ago," by Walter Kendall

Watkins.

April 12: "Jean Lefebvre de Cheverus," by Francis Hur-

tubis, Jr.

May lo: "Anti-Slavery Days in Boston," by William Lloyd

Garrison.

October 1 1 :
" The Court End of Boston, its Homes and

Families, as told in Folklore," by Hezekiah Butterworth.

November 8: "The Islands of Boston Harbor," by Mrs.

Micah Dyer.

December 13: "Social Life in the Colonial and Revolu-

tionary Periods," by John Howland Crandon.

The papers and addresses have been of a most interesting

character, and large audiences have listened to them. Many
are well worth publishing, and should find a place in our an-

nual Proceedings.

NECROLOGY OF THE SOCIETY.

During the past year we have learned of the deaths of

twenty-seven members. Their names are :

DIED IN 1903.

Frederick Law Olmstead, born in Hartford, Conn., April

27, 1822, died in Belmont, August 28.

\ DIED IN 1904.

Richard Price Hallowell, born in Philadelphia, Pa., Decem-

ber 16, 1835, died in Medford, January 6.

James Adams Woolson, born in Hopkinton, December 22,

1829, died in Cambridge, January 25.

Mrs. Caroline Abbe Whitney, born in Boston, October 14,

1827, died in Belmont, February 4.

George Bruce Upton, born in Nantucket, July 15, 1829,

died in Milton, February 7.

Francis Calley Gray, born in Boston, September 5, 1846,

died in Boston, February 13.
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Thomas Bradlee Winchester, born in Boston, August 25,

1837, died in Boston, March 3.

Mrs. Ellen Sever Hale, born in Kingston, June 14, 1S35,

died in Boston, May 9.

Frederick Warren Goddard May, born in Boston, December

4, 182 1, died in Boston, May 28.

George Henry Tinkham, born in Boston, October 11, 1832,

died in Billerica, June 3.

Mrs. Elizabeth Rebecca Sprague, born in Boston, February

27, 183 1, died in Boston, June 4.

Elisha Slade Converse, born in Needham, July 28, 1820,

died in Maiden, June 5.

Reginald Gray, born in Boston, March 19, 1853, died in

Chestnut Hill, June 7.

James Henry Beal, born in Boston, January 25, 1823, died

in Nahant, June 25.

Mrs. Susan Warren Hardy, born in Boston, June 8, 1S17,

died in Bar Harbor, Me., August 21.

Isaac Tucker Burr, born in Leicester, August 15, 1S28,

died in Newton, August 31.

Henry Brewer Metcalf, born in Boston, April 2, 1829, died

in Pawtucket, R. I., October 8.

Francis Boott Greenough, born in Boston, December 24,

1837, died in Brookline, October 16.

Edward Boylston Eaton, born in Boston, October 15, 1S34,

died in Newton, November 8.

Jacob Morse, born in Wachenheim, Bav., March iS, 1S29,

died in Brookline, November 9.

Samuel Augustus Carlton, born in Salem, November 2,

1827, died in Boston, November 10.

Oscar Hallett Sampson, born in Duxbury, February 9, 1S29,

died in Boston, November 1 5

.

William Augustus Tower, born in Petersham, February 26,

1825, died in Lexington, November 21.

Edward Wainwright Codman, born in Boston, April 17,

1833, died in Boston, December 21.

Mrs. Elizabeth Louisa Nichols, born in Boston, May 23,

183 1, died in Boston, December 26.
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Mrs. Mary Ann Phillips Willcutt, born in Boston, Novem-

ber 19, 1828, died in Brookline, December 27.

James Whiting Vose, born in Milton, October 21, 18 18,

died in Brookline, December 3 i

.

Messrs. Olmstead, Woolson, Upton, Winchester, May, Tink-

ham, Converse, Reginald Gray, Beal, Greenough and Vose,

and Mesdames Whitney, Hale and Willcutt, were Life Mem-
bers.

Messrs. Hallovvell, Francis Galley Gray, Burr, Metcalf,

Eaton, Morse, Carlton, Sampson, Tower and Codman, and

Mesdames Sprague, Hardy and Nichols, were Annual Mem-
bers.

In the death of Frederick Law Olmstead, who died in 1903,

this Society and the community have lost one of our most

prominent citizens. By his genius and masterly skill in his

chosen profession, he did much to improve the beauty of our

city, and has left a system of Public Parks that are unexcelled.

He also planned and laid out Central Park, New York, and

his genius transformed the grounds of the Columbian Exhibi-

tion in Chicago from a barren swamp into a beautiful system of

park and waterways. Many other cities employed him as their

landscape architect, and everywhere he left an enduring monu-

ment to his fame.

In the death of Elisha Slade Converse, of Maiden, a promi-

nent philanthropist and public benefactor has been taken away.

His generosity and public spirit were extraordinary, and the

good work he accomplished for the city where he resided can

never be forgotten. These and others of our deceased mem-

bers have left us noble examples which should prove an inspira-

tion to us all.

Respectfully submitted,

Joshua P. Bodfish,

For the Directors.

December ^I, 1^04.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ROOMS.

The closing week of the past year saw the realization of

the long anticipated use of the easterly basement of the Old

State House for rapid transit purposes, and consequently the

venerable building now enters into the daily life of a large

proportion of the citizens of the metropolitan district of Bos-

ton. It is to be hoped that this great change may serve a

good purpose in preserving this ancient landmark of Boston

from further encroachment.

The past year has been one of great activity in the life of

the Society. It would seem that each year more and more

people visit Boston and its historic monuments, and certainly

the several conventions held here during the past year, and

notably that of the Grand Army of the Republic, brought

visitors from every portion of the country to see our rooms

and the relics contained therein. The Visitors' Register of

the Society tells us that during Grand Army week seventeen

hundred and twenty-nine persons recorded their names, and

this represents but a small portion of the great crowd which

thronged the building during the entire week.

Among the many historical articles which have been added

to the collections of the Society during the past year, two are

worthy of a detailed description.

The first can probably be called the most ancient and inter-

esting document in existence relating to the very early history

of Boston, and it is especially appropriate that it has found a

place in the Old State House.

It is entitled the " Original List of Subscribers for the

Erection of the First Town House in Boston," which stood

from its erection in 1656, until its destruction by fire in 171 1,

on the site of the building in which we are now assembled, the

home of the Bostonian Society.

It bears the names, as subscribers, of the leading inhabi-

tants of Boston of the time, the first two signatures being

those of Governors John Endicott and Richard Bellingham,

and many of the contributions were paid in such commodities

as English goods, corn, iron-work and hats.
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The document was for many years in the posession of the

family of the late Hon. Joseph M. Wightman, Mayor of Bos-

ton in 1 86 1 and 1862, and it has now become the property of

the Bostonian Society through the generosity of the following

of its members who contributed for its purchase :

James B. Ayer, John Hogg,

Joshua P. Bodfish, Z. Taylor Hollingsworth,

Frederick J. Bradlee, Robert C. Hooper,

Benjamin C. Clark, James F. Hunnewell,

David H. Coolidge, Thornton K. Lothrop,

Alexander Corbett, Jr., Samuel P. Mandell,

Charles E. Cotting, Francis H. Manning,

Henry Pelham Curtis, Albert Matthews,

George B. Dexter. Grenville H. Norcross,

W. Tracy Eustis, Robert Treat Paine,

John W. Farwell, Francis Skinner,

Albert A. Folsom, Benjamin F. Stevens,

Frederick L. Gay, Charles H. Taylor,

Miss Julia Goddard, Charles H. Taylor, Jr.,

Russell Gray, John Collins Warren,

Curtis Guild, William Whitman,

William H. Hill, Levi L. Willcutt.

A show-case has been made especially for its exhibition, and

it is an interesting feature of the Society's collections.

The second relic is known as the Court House Bell, which

has been loaned to the Society by the City of Boston, through

Mr. Hugh Montague, Superintendent of Public Buildings.

This bell was hung in the cupola of the brick Court House

on Queen Street, now Court Street, when that building was

erected, about the 3^ear 1773, and remained there until it was

demolished in 1836 to make room for its successor, the present

"Old Court House."

The bell was placed on the latter building when it was

erected in 1837, and remained in use there for some years,

tradition telling us that it was last rung at the time of the

rendition of Anthony Burns in 1854.

It is interesting to note here that a few months ago, a

venerable citizen of Boston, since deceased in the ninety-third
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year of his age, remarked, as he looked at the bell, that he

well remembered hearing it ring in the cupola of the brick

Court House when he was a young man.

The minutes of the meeting of the Boston Selectmen on

April ist, 1773, contain this item: "Voted, that the new

Boston Bell be rung at 11, i and 9 o'clock."

The bell bears the inscription, cast in the metal, "T. B.

1773," under which is an arrow, and it was undoubtedly cast

in England. It is to be regretted that at present the name of

the founder cannot be given with certainty, but it is hoped

that at a later period it will be known, through the investiga-

tions of Dr. Arthur H. Nichols, a member of the Society, who
has made a study of the early bells of this country.

It may be said that the letters T. B. might very properly

signify the words " Town of Boston
;

" but it has been sug-

gested that they may be the initials of one Thomas Bilbie, who,

at the time of the casting of this bell, was a well-known bell-

founder in England.

Dr. Nichols has written the following letter to the Secre-

tary :
—

Boston, December 16, 1904.

Dear Mr. Read

:

Replying to your favor of the isth inst., I have not yet suc-

ceeded in solving the problem as to the Old Court House Bell.

Its contour and style of lettering point unmistakably to its English

origin, and no bells had been cast in America as early as 1773.

The inscription below the haunch, " T. B. 1773" indicates plainly

the name of the founder, and I should think it probable that this

was Thomas Bilbie, were it not for the arrow A cast beneath the in-

scription. This arrow— a trade-mark at different times of other

bell-founders— does not appear, so far as I can learn, on Bilbie's

bells, which never attained a very high reputation, and were not

numerous even in England. The early bells of the New England

Colonies were generally cast at the Whitechapel foundry (London),

now known as " Mears & Stainbanks." All other Colonial bells

of which I have the record came from the Rudhalls, of Glouces-

ter. An old Rudhall catalogue, recently sent to me, shows that up

to Lady Day [March 25] 1788, bells had been cast by that firm for
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Christ Church (8) ; West Church, Boston ; Salem Church ; Dor-

chester, Bedford, Roxbury and Portsmouth.

The Bilbie family made bells at Chew-Stoke, Somersetshire

;

and in the " Church Bells of Devon," by Mr, EUacombe, is given a

list of 352 bells of this make, cast between the years 17 15 and

1858.

Mr. Arthur Hughes, the present head of the Whitechapel foun-

dry, with whom I have conferred about the Court House bell,

inclines to my view as to its probable origin. When in England,

next July, I will compare the lettering with that of other bells of

the Bilbies, and will also bring the matter up at a meeting of the

College Youths, when more conclusive evidence will be, I hope,

secured.

The indentation on the sound bow shows that the bell was never

swung, but was clappered, or tolled, on one side only, as is the

case with the bell still in use on the Court House at East Cam-

bridge.

I might suggest that in the rooms of the Society the bell would

present a more dignified appearance if properly suspended in an

oaken frame and supplied with headstock and wheel.

Yours sincerely,

Arthur H. Nichols.

The Committee have expended during the year 1904, from

an appropriation of $150, the sum of $77.20 for the main-

tenance of the rooms of the Society ; and during the same

period, the sum of $654.68 has been derived from the sale of

publications and souvenirs.

For the Committee :

Levi L. Willcutt, Charles H. Taylor, Jr.,

James F. Hunnewell, The President,
T^ TT .-- T-u /- c ^^ officio.
David H. Coolidge, The Clerk, '

Francis H. Manning,

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

December JI, ig04.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE
LIBRARY.

The Library of the Society has been increased during the

year 1904 by 194 volumes and 73 pamphlets, and the Com-

mittee have expended during the same period, from an appro-

priation of ^100, the sum of 1^85.43 for the purchase of books,

and for binding.

A catalogue of the books in the Library has been made

during the year, and the books numerically labelled, and it is

hoped that a similar catalogue of the pamphlets, which prob-

ably equal the volumes, will soon be made. The catalogue of

the very valuable " Colburn Collection of Portraits and Auto-

gi-aphs," necessarily from their age and rarity carefully guarded,

has proved a valuable means of reference.

The Committee would urge their successors in office to pro-

vide additional shelf-room early in the coming year. It will

furnish accommodation for several hundred volumes and im-

prove the appearance of the Library.

The increasing use of the Library, year by year, is cause

for congratulation ; it is free as a reference library to every

student of Boston's history, but for each person who has de-

rived benefit from its use, many more should and would be

made welcome.

Among the books added to the Library in 1904 are the

following : Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolu-

tionary War, volume XII {Pra.-Ras), and Vital Records to

1850 of thirteen Massachusetts towns, from the Secretary of

State of Massachusetts ; The Aspinwall Notarial Records,

forming volume XXXII of the Boston Record Commission-

ers' Reports ; this volume has made available much hidden

genealogical matter of peculiar interest to descendants of old

Bostonians ; Publications of the Colonial Society of Massachu-

setts, volumes I, III and VI ; The Records of the Church in

Brattle Square ; Boston Common in Colonial and Provincial

Days, and Boston Maps and Views, both by Mary Farwell

Ayer, and given by Dr. James B. Ayer, father of the writer;
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the Triennial Report of the Massachusetts Society, Sons of

the American Revolution ; and The Old Farmer and His

Almanack, from Horace E. Ware.

For the Committee :

James L. Whitney, William Howell Reed,

Francis H. Brown, Walter K. Watkins,

Albert A. Folsom, The Clerk.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

December ^l, igo^.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICA-

TIONS.

The interest which has been shown by members of the

Bostonian Society, and by the public, in the reproductions in

colors for the frontispieces of our Annual Proceedings, has

been very gratifying to the Committee on Publications. These

pictures, it will be remembered, have been copied by photo-

graphic process from old prints by Paul Revere, showing

scenes in Boston in the early days of the Revolution and the

period just preceding it ; of the Carwitham view of the city

from the harbor ; and of the copy, made in 1694 by Augustine

Fitzhugh, of Cyprian Southake's Map of Boston Harbor,

plotted in 1689. The calls for these prints from visitors to

our rooms have been constant, and the sales have more than

repaid the Society for its outlay in preparing the plates.

This year the Committee have selected from the Society's

collection a picture of comparatively recent date, which shows

State Street as it was soon after the completion, in 1842, of

the "New Merchants' Exchange" (demolished to furnish the

site for the present Exchange Building), the gable end of

which appears on the left, just above the corner of Kilby

Street. The original was presented to the Society in 1885

by Mr. Charles C. Soule. It is done in india ink and water

colors, but the name of the artist was unknown to the donor.

Its fidelity to the scene depicted will commend it to all who



remember this famous street as it appeared about the middle

CI the last century, before the " sky-scrapers " had intruded

upon it.

For the Committee

:

Benjamin C. Clark, Edward B. Reynolds,

RuFus G. F. Candage, The Clerk, ex officio.

John W. Farwell.
Charles F. Read, Clerk.

Boston, Dec. J/, I(p4.

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.

The Committee on Finance hereby present their Report for

the year 1904.

The past year has been one of prosperity for the finances

of the Society, its Permanent Fund having been materially

increased during that period. This has been largely accom-

plished by the entrance fees of thirty-three persons who have

become Life Members.

December 31st, 1903, the Permanent Fund amounted to

$36,769.23.

January i8th, 1904, the Finance Committee purchased with

the Robert Charles Billings legacy of ;^ 3,000, received Decem-

ber 24th, 1903, three American Telephone and Telegraph Co.'s

^r,ooo 4 per cent, bonds, at a cost of $2,829.42.

June I St, five City of Cleveland $1,000 5 per cent, bonds

matured, and with the proceeds and a portion of the unin-

vested Permanent Fund, the Committee purchased on June 8th

seven City of Providence $1,000 3 per cent, bonds, at a cost

of $6,601.58.

As a result, the invested fund of the Society amounted on

December 31st, 1904, to $38,000, and there was an uninvested

balance of $896.81 on deposit in the New England Trust Co.,

making a total of $38,896.81, an increase from one year before

of $2,127.58.

For the Committee on Finance :

Curtis Guild, Benjamin C. Clark,

Levi L. Willcutt.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

Deceviber JT, igOjf.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINA-
TIONS.

The Committee chosen to nominate Officers for the Society

for the ensuing year have attended to their duty, and recom-

mend the following names :
—

For Clerk ajid Treasurer.

Charles F. Read.

For Directors.

Levi L. Willcutt,

David H. Coolidge,

Albert A. Folsom,

James F. Hunnewell,
I

William T. R. Marvin,

Francis H. Manning.

Curtis Guild,

Joshua P. Bodfish,

Benjamin C. Clark,

All of which is respectfully submitted.

William Read, Chairman.

William H. Lincoln,

Robert B. Williams,

William W. Lunt,

William Grant James.

The Report of the Committee was accepted, and on motion

the Society proceeded to ballot. The result, as announced by

the tellers, Messrs. William H. Hill and Shepard D. Gilbert,

showed the unanimous election of the candidates named on

the ballot.

It was voted that the President's Address and the Reports

of the several Committees, as presented, be printed in the

Annual Proceedings.

On motion, the Society adjourned.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.



25

BOSTON ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

BV WALTER KENDALL WATKINS.

A Paper read before the Bostonian Society, March 8, 1904.

Boston's streets have always the appearance of crookedness,

to visitors from the West, especially in the older portion of the

city. They are no more so, however, than in the old cities of

Europe, and an example may be cited in the streets of old

London, which circle and twist from the Bank of England to

London Bridge, Moorgate, Whitechapel, Holborn, Fleet Street

and various other points.

Boston youth have been silenced with the cowpath tradition,

which has also been used on the stranger within our gates,

with some effect, but the true cause can be traced to the grad-

ual evolution of a small village into a large city, in a confined

space which included several prominent natural variations of

surface. The Boston of 1630 contained an area much smaller

than our Boston proper of to-day, and the conditions were

the same in 1800. Commencing at Dover and passing down

Washington Street towards State Street, the shore line is fol-

lowed to Beach Street, which as its name suggests was once a

beach. Following Beach Street to Federal, you were passing

over the water line. Purchase Street skirted Fort Hill, as did

Broad Street to Water Street, which was then literally water,

—

a cove running in to what is now Post Office Square. Kilby

Street was the water line to State Street, and Merchants Row
to Dock Square, which was the town dock : from thence it fol-

lowed North Street, and Commercial Street, to Charlestown

Bridge. Here began the Causeway within which was the Mill

Pond, traced by North and South Margin Streets. Leverett

Street was not far from the water, and Wall Street was a sea

wall. Brighton Street, then Copper Street, curved round to

Blossom Street which was the edge of marsh lands. Charles

Street was a water line circling Beacon Hill to the Common.

Pleasant Street followed the water's edge with a pleasant view

of Cambridge and Brookline, and from thence along Washing-

ton Street to Dover Street was but a Neck of land.
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In this perambulation along Old Boston's water side, we

find why many of the streets curved and deviated from the

straight line. Other causes can be suggested for the winding

streets, which, in the early days, were known as the ways to

certain persons' houses, or the lane to a public place. The

streets were much narrower in many instances than at present.

The fires of 1679, the " great fire "of 171 1, eclipsed by those of

1760 and 1794, widened and straightened many of the narrow

townways, and the fire of 1872 did its share to pave the way

to improvements in the "Burnt District." The most notable

widenings in our own day have been those of Tremont and

Hanover Streets.

State Street, previous to the Revolution known as King

Street, led down from the town house, where we are now gath-

ered, to Merchants Row, and later was continued by Boston

Pier or Long Wharf, then the longest wharf on the continent.

Court Street, previously Queen Street, in honor of Queen

Anne, had first been known as Prison Lane, passing the prison

on the site of the old Court House. In Scollay's Square there

was at the east end as a barrier, between the present Cornhill

and Tremont Street, the Central Writing School, the well of

which, dug in 1720, was recently uncovered. This wooden

school house, erected previous to 1700, with a later addition,

disappeared in 18 16, when Cornhill was laid out. Next to the

school was a brick house owned by William ScoUay and then

one owned by Patrick Jeffrey. Other buildings in the block

in Scollay's Square were a wooden and a brick one owned by

the Gore family. During the Revolution and previous, the

town had some shops and tenements which passed the head of

Hanover Street ; these were sold by auction in 1793. Han-

over Street, so called in honor of George I's family, ran as far

as what is now Blackstone Street, and was quite narrow, as

we find the De Blois family,— who lived on the corner of Han-

over and Court Streets in a new brick house which they built

about 1750, and which later became Concert Hall,—took from

their land a strip sixty-nine feet long and three feet wide, to

widen Hanover Street, so that two carts might pass each other

in safety. About the same time the town took three feet from
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its shop fronts in the square to widen Court Street. Hanover

Street, continued toward the Ferry, was Middle Street, and

Salem Street was Back Street, running back of the houses on

Middle Street.

The principal thoroughfare, then as now, was Washington

Street, but respecting its bends and deviations from a straight

line, it received a new name at intervals. From Dock Square

to School Street was Cornhill ; from thence to Winter Street

it was named Marlborough Street, in honor of the great soldier

of Queen Anne's time ; from Winter to Essex Street was

Newbury Street, and from Essex Street to the Neck, Orange

Street, in honor of William of Orange. With a territory of

less than i,ooo acres cut up by lOO streets and as many courts,

lanes, etc., 2,500 dwelling houses, and about 20,000 inhabi-

tants, the beginning of the last century found Boston slowly

recovering from the expense and losses of the Revolution. It

had become not only of importance as a seaport, but was also

prominent for its manufactures. It had thirty distilleries, two

breweries, eight sugar houses and eleven ropev/alks. Sail

cloth, wool and cotton cards, playing cards, paper hangings,

hats and glass, were manufactured ; and also pot and pearl

ashes, tobacco and chocolate.

Always well supplied with religious instruction, it then had

twenty churches including all denominations ; of these buildings

we still have the Old South, Christ Church, King's Chapel,

West Church now a library, New North now St. Stephen's

(Roman Catholic), and Hollis Street changed into a theatre.

In the first century and a half of the town's history the sum-

mit of Beacon Hill was crowned with a pole supporting a bea-

con light ; removed by Gen. Gage to erect a breastwork, after

the Evacuation it was again erected by the Americans, and

stood till 1789, when it was blown down, and in 1790 sup-

planted by a Doric column of brick and stone, to commemo-

rate the Revolution ; this was incrusted with cement and sur-

mounted by a gilded eagle of wood. It was torn down in

i8ii, and the tablets in the base were preserved in the State

House, and have been placed in the monument recently erected

as a copy of the original, opposite Ashburton Place.
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The State House, erected in 1795-7, from plans of Charles

Bulfinch, the designer of the column, was enlarged on the

north in 1852, and alterations were made in the building in

1867, 1869, 1 88 1, and the final enlargement of recent years.

Its predecessor, as the seat of the State government, was this

Old State House with whose history you are all familiar.

The town government was located in Faneuil Hall, and in

the selectmen's chamber, Charles Bulfinch had his ofifice as

superintendent of Police. The health ofifice was in the Old

State House. Around Faneuil Hall was the Market Place.

In the Court House, a substantial brick structure two stories

high, on the site of the present Old Court House, but coming-

out to the sidewalk, were the Registries of Probate and Deeds

and other county offices, with a court room in the second story.

This building was removed in 1833. In the rear was the jail,

a three story building with corridors on the outside of the upper

stories, in which were the prisoners confined for debt. In

1 8 10 the county Court House, known as Johnson Hall, was

built on the site of City Hall. In the house on the corner of

Court Street and Court Square, where later the Adams Ex-

press Co. was located, lived Shubael Bell, deputy sheriff and

jailer. The Almshouse, Workhouse and Bridewell, the last

for disorderly and insane people, were on Park near the corner

of Beacon Street, and were brick buildings. They were in

use until 1800, when the Almshouse on Leverett Street was

built.

Previous to 1700 the town's gunpowder was stored in the

warehouses of merchants, but by that date a powder house of

the town's was in existence, and in 1706 the Province erected

one on the Common at an expense of not less than £,600.

For safety, powder was brought up the Charles River and

landed at the bottom of the Common, whenever navigation

would allow it, and in winter it was landed at Bull Wharf at

the foot of Summer Street. In 1771, apprehending that the

present situation on the Common or Training Field was unsafe

for large quantities of powder, the Province erected a powder

house of stone and brick, behind or at the northwestern end

of the hills on the northern side of the Common. At the same
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time one was erected in Watertown, to be additional to the

one in Somerville. This last powder house in Boston was in

existence in 1795, when the Copley lot was sold, and was near

the northwest corner of the tract near Pinckney Street, the

Copley house being near the southeasterly corner on Beacon

Street. This magazine is shown on the map of 1789.

Below Gov. Hancock's residence, which needs no descrip-

tion, were two houses of wood, two stories high ; the nearer

and larger of the two was owned and occupied by John Vinal,

a noted politician and schoolmaster. The other was owned

and occupied by Charles Cushing, a lawyer. Both houses had

outhouses and barns in the rear. These houses were pur-

chased by Dr. John Joy, who eventually owned 100,000 square

feet— the land between Walnut, Joy and Mt. Vernon Streets.

He built a two story wooden dwelling on the lot, which was

removed to South Boston in the middle of the last century.

In 1793 we find an Exhibition Room in Board Alley (Haw-

ley Street), where a vaudeville performance, called a "Moral

Lecture" was given at 6.15 P. M. The Federal Street The-

atre was opened in 1794 and burnt 3 February and reopened

29 Oct., 1798. The name was changed to Boston Theatre

in 1805, Old Drury in 1828 and Odeon in 1835. It was torn

down in 1852. The second structure was a large brick build-

ing 140 X 60 feet on Federal Street with a north wing 51 x

16, and a scene painter's shop 35 x 15. A view of it is given

in Snow's History of Boston.

The Haymarket Theatre stood on Tremont between Mason

and Boylston Streets, and was opened in 1796 and removed in

1803. It was of wood and valued at $10,000, while the Fed-

eral Street Theatre was worth $20,000. Back of the Hay-

market Theatre was the White Horse Tavern, and the next

lot north on Tremont Street was Israel Hatch's Tavern. Be-

yond, on the corner of West Street, were the Hayscales which

in 1 8 1 1 were removed to the Common, standing at the entrance

opposite Park Square.

On the corner of West Street was the Writing School. It

was in 17 15 that the idea of a free writing school at the south

end was agitated. In 17 18 the spot was selected, and a build-
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house. Here for fourteen years John Vinal, previously men-

tioned, was schoolmaster. It was removed in 1820.

It was just previous to 1700 that another writing school

was built in Scollay's Square, and was known as the Central

Writing School in Queen Street ; it was located there for

a century and was sold to William Scollay in 1795. The
scholars in this school were after 1791 transferred to a new

one built on School Street, of two stories, to accommodate

the children of the centre of the town with a reading and writ-

ing school. The Parker House now covers the site. In 1790

the town bought of Deacon Richard Gridley a private school

and lot on Pleasant Street, of which Elisha Ticknor became

master. This lot went through to Common Street. In 1826

this school removed to Washington Street, and eventually be-

came the Franklin School.

In 17 1 2 Capt. Thomas Hutchinson offered to build a school-

house at the North End. A committee selected a piece of land

50 X 100 feet, running from Bennett to Love Street (Tileston

Street), or as it was called at one time, North Writing School

Lane. It was not till 17 18, however, that it was built at

the charge of John Foster, deceased, through his executors

Thomas and Edward Hutchinson. Later there was a school

in Middle (Hanover) Street. In 1792 there was a new school-

house built which accommodated the North Grammar and the

North Writing Schools. This was the school-house on North

Bennett Street, demolished in 1837 when the Eliot School was

erected. Rev. Nathan Davis was master of the North Gram-

mar School, and John Tileston of the North Writing School.

In the former, Latin was taught, and it was at times called the

North Latin School. The Latin School was in School Street,

and taught by Mr. Samuel Hunt. As a history of this school

has been published, it will be unnecessary to describe it in

detail.

In speaking of the theatres it would have been well to have

mentioned the building on the east corner of Hanover and

Court Streets, built by De Blois about 1750. On the oppo-

site corner was earlier located the Orange Tree Tavern, which

I
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gave the name of Orange Tree Lane to Hanover Street as far

clown as Elm Street. This tavern was a favorite with the

committee annually visiting the schools, as they were in the

habit of dining there on that occasion, and the town govern-

ment dined here on town meeting day.

The opposite corner became known as Concert Hall about

i755> at which time a concert of music was advertised to be

given there. In 1765 a Mr. William Johnson from Philadel-

phia gave experiments in an electrical way. In 1771 liberty

was given to exhibit the likeness of the late Mr. Whitefield in

wax. In 1773 a comic satirical lecture on the times was for-

bidden to be given at this place. In 1789 James Vila occu-

pied it ; he had previously kept the Bunch of Grapes Tavern

on State Street, and carried on the same business in his new

quarters, later as a Coffee House. He was succeeded by Am-
herst Eaton, and he by Peter B. Brigham. In 1800 the build-

ing was owned by John Amory.

Franklin Place, adjoining Federal Street Theatre, contained

a monument in honor of Dr. Benjamin Franl-din, and had on

either side buildings at the time considered the most elegant in

the United States. Here were the residences of some of the

wealthy and influential citizens, also the Boston Library and

the Massachusetts Historical Society Rooms, under which an

archway led to Arch Street. These houses were valued at

about $7,000 each.

The values of some of Boston's noted corners in iSoo may

be of interest. The two-story brick building, 78,0 square feet,

land 900 square feet, south corner of Winter and Washington

Streets, was valued at $2,000 with the land. The opposite

corner, 4,900 square feet of land and a brick building of three

stories, and a wooden building,— a cabinet maker's shop on

Winter Street,— $4,000. The Shuman corner, 5,940 square

feet of land, the house a brick one of two stories, 1,760 square

feet, with a wood and chaise house, 450 square feet on Sum-

mer Street, $5,000.

The south corner of Washington and Bromfield Streets,

2,700 square feet, a brick house of two stories, 1,200 square

feet, all valued at $2,500. The south corner of School and
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Washington Streets, 1,512 square feet, and a two-story wooden
house, 720 square feet, ;$4,ooo,— a more valuable corner than

the Winter Street site. The south corner of Washington and
Court Streets (Sears' Building) 2,262 square feet, containing

one brick store 42 x 26, and another 19x8, value $9,000. A
brick store, four stories, on the opposite corner, covering 850
square feet, valued at $8,000, where the Ames Building now
stands. The three-story brick store on the opposite corner of

State Street, with 1,236 square feet, $8,000.

A prominent building on the north side of State Street was
the Exchange Tavern, on the site of the Merchants' Bank
Building. Luke Vardy, famous for his Masonic dinners, was
its first landlord, and it was then kept by Israel Hatch as a

Coffee House, from which many stages started. It was owned
by Benjamin Hitchborn, value $12,000. On the opposite cor-

ner, at the time of the Boston Massacre, was the Custom
House, owned later by Perez Morton, Attorney General of

Massachusetts, and in it was located the Union Bank, as now.

The next house below was owned by Col. Thomas Marshall,

a commander of the Ancients and the Boston Regiment. He
was a tailor by trade, and died in Weston. One of the occu-

pants was his brother. Col. Christopher Marshall, in the boot

and shoe business. Just below Fitch's Alley (Change Ave-

nue) was the building owned and occupied by the Massachu-

setts Bank.

The stores on Long Wharf were mostly 20 x 40, and valued

from $2,000 to $3,200. The brick store on the east corner

of State and Kilby Streets, 2,000 square feet, value $10,000.

On the opposite corner of Kilby Street was the Bunch of

Grapes Tavern, where Lafayette stopped in 1784, and which

was kept as a Coffee House in 1803 by Jacob Kendall ; value

$12,000. Jonathan Hastings had the Post Office in the build-

ing on the east corner of Devonshire Street ; at i State Street,

corner of Washington Street, Samuel Sumner kept a glass and

crockery-ware store. At No. 2 were William Endicott and

Jacob Porter, tailors ; Barney Smith had his shop at No. 3,

while Callender and Jenkins, tailors, were at No. 4 ; Abiel

Smith, the merchant, lived at No. 5.



A view of Tremont Street in 1800 has been preserved to us.

William Powell resided on the corner of Court Street ; he had

previously resided on School Street, and the house on Court

Street is better known as the residence of Washington during

his visit in 1789. Back of the house was a brick stable. Pass-

ing along Tremont Street, the next house, entered on the side

through a yard, was the residence of Mrs. Sarah Gray. Back

of her house, with an entrance on a small place leading from

Tremont Street, was the residence of Thomas Clark, who had

a paper-staining factory on Cornhill. This house was owned

by a widow, Elizabeth Smith, of Portland. By the side of

Clark's house, up the passage, was a small wooden house ,

owned and occupied by Elizabeth McElroy. On the south

corner of the passage and street was the residence of Ezekiel

Price, clerk of the Court of Common Pleas. These buildings

were on the Boston Museum site. The residence of Rufus

Greene Amory, attorney at law, and the burial ground and

King's Chapel bring us to School Street.

The three-story brick house on the corner of School and

Tremont Street was the residence of John Proctor, a stock-

broker on State Street, and owned by Daniel Denison Rogers,

whose daughter married William Powell Mason. The house

below on School Street was the residence of Lieut.-Gov. Moses

Gill. On Tremont Street next to Proctor's was a two-story

wooden dwelling, with entrance from the street, the home of

Mrs. Freelove Scott. Next came a stable and yard, owned

and occupied by Isaac Tuckerman, hatter. Then came a livery

stable, owned and kept by George Hamblin. Next was a work-

shop, 28 X 40, of wood, in which John L. Roberts and David

Vinal, chaisemakers, were located. A two-story wooden house

adjoining was occupied by Abraham Tuckerman, Jr., as an inn.

In a larger house lived Anthony W. Baxter, who had a boot

and shoe store at 64 Newbury Street, corner of Pond (now

Bedford) Street. At the north corner of Bromfield, in a house

with large shade trees in the yard, lived Mrs. Ann Deblois, a

widow.

The Columbian Museum stood ne.xt to the westerly corner

of Tremont and Rawson's or Bromfield's Lane in the rear,



Bumstead Place and Music Hall being upon the estate which

then and long afterward belonged to Thomas Bumstead, who
lived on the corner in a double house, with Jonathan Simpson,

merchant.

The Museum was first opened on 3d Dec, 1795, by Dan-

iel Bowen ; it was yy x 27. An assembly hall was under the

Museum, and beneath was a printing office in 1799. It was

burnt 15 Jan., 1803, and the Museum was again opened in

Bowen's house, corner of Milk and Oliver Streets, 19 May,

1803. It was rebuilt on Tremont Street, adjoining King's

Chapel Burial Ground, and burnt again 16 Jan., 1807, when

six young men were buried and killed by the falling of the wall

into the burying-ground.

Next to Bumstead's was a large two-story brick building,

owned by William Phillips, Jr., the site of the Phillips Build-

ing ; it was the Manufactory House, improved for the Massa-

chusetts Bank; the bank moved to State Street about 1792.

The building, covering 4,140 square feet, was valued at $10,000

with the land, 26,199 square feet. Its occupants were Abijah

Adams, printer ; William Raymond, cooper ; and William P.

Greenwood, dentist, who was accustomed to tour through the

United States and operate "in the first families," as he adver-

tised.

From Hamilton Place to Winter Street, an estate of 30,870

square feet of land, a two-story wooden house, facing a garden

on Winter Street, and a large brick barn corner of Hamilton

Place, with a wooden outhouse, was valued at $12,000. It was

the property and residence of John Andrews, a hardware mer-

chant at 4 Union Street. On the other corner of Winter

Street was an old-fashioned wood and brick house of two

stories, the residence of Thomas Thompson, a merchant on

Long Wharf.

Next came the barn and house of Nathan Bond, a merchant

on Green's Wharf. Later the house was occupied by John

Coles, jun., a miniature painter, who was perhaps, a son of

John Coles, the heraldry painter, whose manufactured coats-

of-arms have been handed down as precious heirlooms in so

many New England families. The elder Coles was living
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on Russell Street, and they both disappeared from Boston

about 1825.

Samuel Ballard was the weigher at the Hay Scales in Tre-

mont Street ; he died in 1793,— and we find widow Fear Bal-

lard occupying a large wood and brick dwelling early in the

next century between Mr. Bond's and an estate of 15,000

square feet at the corner of West Street, on which was the

house and stable of Capt. James Swan, the subject of the

Gleaner article, which was suppressed in the second edition of

the Record Commission Report of the City. This estate was

later known as the Washington Gardens. On the other side

of West Street was the Writing School I have already men-

tioned, the Hay Scales, Hatch's Tavern, and the Haymarket

Theatre. South of the Theatre was Thomas Bolter's car-

penter shop and dwelling, and next came the house of Joseph

Head, merchant (giving the name to Head Place), the site

where the Masonic Temple now stands.

I have specified these houses, as we have a drawing in the

City Hall of Tremont Street in 1800, from the recollections

of Dr. Solomon D. Townsend. It will be seen by my descrip-

tion that it lacks Bumstead's house, which at the time was con-

sidered to be on Common or Tremont Street. The tenants

were not all there in 1800, as noted in the case of the Bank

and John Coles. Other tenants not noted on the drawing, I

have named.

I have referred previously to the great fires which had de-

vastated the town in the past. A century ago the citizens

considered themselves well protected by a fire department

composed of a division of the town into fire wards under the

supervision of a score of Boston's prominent men, headed by

Thomas Melville, whose three-cornered hat, preserved by the

Bostonian Society, shows him to have carried weighty matter

on his head as well as in it.

The names of the hand machines of the department and

their locations were as follows :
—

1. Old North, Middle Street (lower part of Hanover Street).

2. Congress, North Street (lowest part of Hanover Street).

3. Washington, Back Street (now Salem Street).
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4- Endeavor, Drawbridge, Ann Street (now North Street.)

5. Marlborough, Town house.

6. Success, Cambridge Street.

7. Extinguisher, School Street.

8. Cumberland, Orange Street (now Washington Street).

9. Dispatch, Essex Street.

10. Hancock, Mill Bridge.

11. Purchase, Purchase Street.

12. Eagle, Washington Street.

13. President Adams, Leverett Street.

14. Cataract, Kilby Street.

Of these engines the first arriving at a fire was paid a pre-

mium.

I have referred to Boston's being well supplied with religious

instruction, and have shown some of the early educational ad-

vantages it enjoyed for pro\iding food for the mind. The town

was always well supplied with places where food for the body

could be procured by sojourners, especially as to liquid refresh-

ments, for Boston had many taverns, inns and shops, where

strong drink, beer, coffee and "choculatto," were retailed in

and out of doors. A century ago there were about thirty such

places in Boston.

I have referred to the Bunch of Grapes at the corner of

Kilby and State Streets ; its wooden fruit is still preserved by

the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, though cooked somewhat

when the Masonic Temple was lately burned. Passing through

Change Avenue we found the Bite Tavern, frequented by mar-

ket men, though we find the name was once " Bight of Logan."

In School Street was the Cromwell's Head, owned by the

brother of Dr. Joseph Warren, and kept in the last half of the

1 8th century by the Brackett family, to the present day a place

for refreshment. The Exchange, formerly the Royal Exchange,

which I have already alluded to, had Fuller and Whitcomb as

tenants in 1803.

From Evans's, in Ann, now North Street, the " Eastern

Stage House," stage-coaches started from the earliest time

till the days of stages passed away. Thomas Forbes's, in Brat-

tle Square ; Seth King's, in Dock Square, formerly Beals's
;
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Enoch Patterson's, in Elm Street, were also starting places

for stages, early in the century.

Two hundred years ago (1693) the Golden Ball Tavern

was built on the south-east corner of Merchants' Row and

Chatham Street ; opposite this the town had two brick ware-

houses. It was kept by the Lorings, during and after the

Revolution, and sold in 1794 to be turned into a shop, etc.

The history and location of the Green Dragon is too well

known to need any remarks. The Hancock House, Corn

Court, whose sign was recently deposited with the Bostonian

Society, dates from about 1 800, notwithstanding the erroneous

claims of tradition. Holland's Coffee House was built about

1 800, in Howard Street ; as the Pemberton House, it was

burned in 1845, ^^d Father Miller's Tabernacle rose on the

site, and afterward the Howard Atheneum.

One of the earliest taverns was located on the site of

Parker's block, Washington Street, with a passage through to

Hawley Street ; it was known as the Blue Bell, then as the

Indian Queen. It was kept by Zadock Pomeroy in 1800, and

by Samuel Wheelock in 1803. It became the Washington

Coffee House about 1820.

Julien's Restaurant, afterward Congress Hall, was on the

corner of Milk and Congress Streets, and now the Post Office

has taken its site. The King's Head Tavern, corner of Lewis

and North Streets, had become a bake-house by 1 800, and was

torn down in 1870. The Lamb Tavern was built about 1740

and was a tavern from the first. It was owned and occupied,

the first of last century, by Joel Crosby, and sometimes known

as the White Lamb. The Adams House, named for Laban

Adams, is on the site.

A three-story wooden house, just north, was improved by

Israel Hatch in 1789, and was known as the "Grand Turk."

Henry Vose, who had kept the Green Dragon Tavern at Mil-

ton Bridge, took the Grand Turk in 1794, and in 1798 was

at the Cromwell's Head, in School Street. Vose changed the

name of " Grand Turk " to " Lion Tavern ;
" he was succeeded

by James Clark, who had it for several years, when it was

called the Red Lion. In 1835 it became the Lion Theatre.
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and the Melodeon was erected ; this has become the annex to

Keith's Theatre. Further north, on Washington Street, was

the Rising Sun Tavern, kept in 1803 by Luther Ernes. In

the rear was a stable which housed the Providence Hne of

coaches at one time, and was the site of the Marlboro Chapel,

later occupied by the Lowell Institute. The tavern later be-

came the Marlboro Hotel, which was conducted on temperance

principles.

Another noted tavern on Washington Street stood between

Avery and Boylston Streets, near the latter. It was kept

in 1803 by Aaron Emes, and had flourished for nearly a

century previous as the White Horse Tavern. Many of the

oldest taverns were at the North End. The " Roebuck " gave

its name to the Roebuck passage, now a part of Merchants'

Row. During the latter part of the eighteenth century it

was kept by the Whittington family, one of whom kept a

porter house there in 1803.

Near by, and still standing, was the Sun Tavern, kept from

1789 to 1794 by Moses Bullard as a tavern, and later by his

widow as a boarding-house, and by Timothy Haley in 1803.

It was adv^ertised for sale, 24 Sept., 1794, as having a yard

communicating with Wilson's Lane and as a good place for an

eating-house. On the southwest corner of North and Clark

Streets stood the Ship Tavern, probably the oldest building in

Boston when destroyed in 1859. It must have been very old,

as at one time it was called Noah's Ark. A century ago it

was occupied by Benjamin James, a brewer.

Other taverns went out of existence a few years previous to

1800, and others came into being shortly after 1800. The

changes in the ownership and tenants of Boston's taverns would

furnish material for a paper much longer than this effort.

Mention should be made of a few buildings of prominence

used for commercial purposes. Probably the most substan-

tial antiquity was the Triangular warehouse, near Faneuil Hall,

with which we are familiar through an engraving. It was of

brick, with turrets at each of the three angles, eight feet wide.

It was 47 X 42 X 40 and with wharf. 3,000 square feet, valued
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at $5,000. It was occupied about 1800 by Samuel Wallis,

merchant.

At the junction of North Street and Market Square was

the "Old Cocked Hat," or Feather store. At the time of its

demolition in 1 860, at the age of one hundred and eighty years,

it was a house typical of those still to be found in English

towns. It was 39 x 24, covering 936 feet and valued at $4,000.

It was occupied by Daniel Greenleaf^ apothecary, and owned

by his wife.

It would be unnecessary for me to speak of the Province

House at length, as you have all probably read the excellent

article by the Clerk of this Society, and recently printed. At

the period in which we are interested it was occupied offi-

cially by Peleg Coffin, as State Treasurer, and its value was

$12,000, including 21,708 square feet of land.

On Hale's Map of Boston a range of buildings is seen on

Essex Street along what is now Edinboro' Street ; here a coni-

cal brick building was erected for glass manufacture in 1787.

This was removed, and in 1798 we find a building 100 x 60,

one 40 X 30, another 30 x 20, a store 120 x 27, and a wharf

144 x 132. Here window glass was made by Thomas Walley

and others, the plant, valued at $12,000, being exempted by a

law of the State from taxation.

At the other end of the town at the corner of Lynn (Com-

mercial) Street and Foster's Lane was a building owned and

occupied by the patriot Revere and sons, as a bell and cannon

foundry, opposite what is now Fiske's Wharf.

Near by was the Navy Yard, then in private hands, the ship

yard of Edmund Hart. A store 40 x 56, a smith's shop 20 x 40,

a shed for workmen 15 x 130, 9,240 square feet., all valued at

$10,000. Here was built the frigate Constitution on the site

of Constitution Wharf. Near here, on Lynn Street, were the

Soap Works of David Townsend.

At the east end of the Causeway on the mill pond, near the

junction of Prince and Snowhill Streets, was a grist mill, some-

times known as the North Mills. It was owned and occupied

by Samuel Welsh, miller. On the causeway adjoining, with a

shed between, was the chocolate mill of Jonas Welsh, where
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he made chocolate at is. 2d., is., and lo^r/. Samuel Welsh

also owned, with others, the South Grist mills and a stable

which stood where the mill creek flowed in and out of the Mill

Pond— between Haymarket Square and Hanover Street on

Blackstone Street. He lived on Back Street (Salem Street).

Near by, in Hanover Street, was a house owned by Hopestill

Capen, in which the Sandemanians met. The First Baptist

Church was located on Stillman Street, on the shore of the

Mill Pond, for baptismal purposes. For the same reasons the

Second Baptist Church located in Baldwin Place, and the one

in Charles Street overhung the river there.

Adjoining the South Grist Mill were the tobacco works of

William Saxton, and on Salem Street the copper works of

John Wells, and Samuel Snelling's sugar house.

On Boylston Street, near Tremont Street, was a spinning

shed 1 80 X 16, another 184 x 24, a store 60 x 28, and three

small shops ; these were the Duck manufactory, established

in 1790 by John Andrews and others. Here were made the

sails of the Constitution.

On the east side of Orange (Washington) Street, near Cas-

tle Street, were some salt houses occupied by Hezekiah and

John Perry.

I might perhaps speak more fully of the residences of some

of the more prominent people, but my paper has reached quite

a length and I will close by a mention of a dwelling valued at

$8,000, and covering 3,024 square feet ; 20,400 square feet of

land are included in the value. It stood on the east side of

South Street between Summer and Essex Streets. It was

owned by Giles Alexander, and was of wood, three stories

high, and had seventy-two windows in it. It was noted as

Alexander's College ; twenty families occupied it, and it was

the first of Boston's tenement houses.



41

COLONIAL AND REVOLUTIONARY SOCIAL LIFE.

BV JOHN' HOWLAND CRANDOX,

OF CHELSEA, MASS.

A Paper read before the Bostonian Society, Dec. 13, 1904.

We meet to-day in this old historic hall to wreath the flow-

ers of love, gratitude and reverence around the monument of

the heroes of Colonial and Revolutionary days, and to make

ourselves stronger and better by reviewing, retrospectively,

the every-day lives of those whose brilliant deeds and sacri-

fices make a glowing page in history, and who materially as-

sisted in securing to us this great Republican superstructure

of popular government. " Happy he, who with bright regard

looks back upon his father's fathers, who with joy recounts

their deeds of grace, and in himself, values the latest link in

the fair chain of noble sequences."

The soil and very atmosphere of dear old Boston are laden

with the richest and rarest historic memories of the early

founders of the Republic, coming down through the long

eventful years intervening since the landing at Plymouth in

1620, until, sentiment aside, the very ground we tread is

sacred. The late Senator Hoar said, " There was a wireless

telegraphy which came down across the ages from the men of

Marathon and Thermopylae to the men of the Mayflower, and

c?.me down from the men of the Mayflower to the men of the

Revolution, and came down from the men of the Revolution

to our splendid youth of '61. It is not everywhere on earth

that the receiving stations of its signals are yet to be found,

but possibly the thrill of its electric current is felt by the white

man and the black man, the red man and the brown man. It

is the bond that holds this country of ours together."

A contemporary writer says " there is magic in the word

'Patriotism.' It is bliss to speak it and bliss to hear it. The

most beautiful pages of history are those that count the deeds

which it inspired. Orators are most potent when re-echoing

its whisperings
;
poets are sweetest when thrilling its chords
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to music ; its effusion is the fragrant flavoring of the purest

and noblest sentiments of the heart."

The great revival in the last few years of interest in Ameri-

can history, coupled with genealogical research, is a good indi-

cation of the growing appreciation of what the founders and

preservers of the nation did for us of to-day. A few years

ago there were thousands of unmarked graves of soldiers of

the Revolution in New England ; to-day there are but few.

The societies of the descendants of the founders and patriots

of our country have made it their sacred duty and privilege

to mark the graves of the heroes of 1775 ; the same sacred

devotion the Grand Army shows in its tender memorials of

the heroes of 1861. The various historic-patriotic organiza-

tions have done and are doing a good work in perpetuating

the fame, the memory of the sufferings and the glorious tri-

umphs of the men and women who planted, built and pre-

served our land.

This revival of the American spirit must be hailed with joy

by every true American. Not to exalt pride of birth, but to

keep alive the memory of what God-fearing, working men did,

the men who came to this land to find liberty of worship and

liberty of government, and whose struggles for the accomplish-

ment of those ends are the warp and woof of our national

fabric ; to keep their memory green, and their faith, their valor,

their heritage ever in mind, it seems to me, are the true objects

of such organizations as the Sons and Daughters of the Revo-

lution, the Mayflower Descendants, the Colonial Wars, and the

numerous other patriotic and historic societies, so active and

prominent among us in the last few years.

These organizations stand for a revival of the American

spirit, for the warm tingling of the blood as the National hymn

is played or sung, as the eye sees " Old Glory " displayed more

than ever in and on the homes of the land. For peace not

only hath her victories, but her dangers. Our forty or more

years of exceeding peace endangered the patriotic fervor. It

was with the idea that we were losing sight, in our industrial

and literary age, of the value of the achievements of the

founders and patriots of our country that men and women.
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descendants of the Pilgrims, the Puritans, the early soldiers

and the Revolutionary heroes, banded together to keep alive

through historic research, publication, marking of graves, mon-

uments and other memorials, the spirit of Americanism, and

to educate the youth of our country in the achievements of the

fathers as a stimulus to good citizenship and the perpetuation

of the principles and of the character of those men. It is by

study of the past that we must learn to guide our course in

the present and future, largely ; and a result of this revival of

interest in our country's founders and patriots has been mani-

fested in a marked increase in the veneration due to the flag

as the symbol of all that is best in America.

Our last war with a decrepit representative of the middle

ages in the closing struggle against the age of humanity, of

progress, and of reason, performed a distinct use in reviving

true patriotic fervor. Without " jingoism " on the one hand,

or "peace at any price " on the other, may not the true Amer-

ican see in the struggle of mediaeval Spain with modern Amer-

ica the final battle of oppression against the spirit of emanci-

pation and liberty.? As it was in 1620, in 1775 and in 1861,

so in the closing days of the nineteenth century, it was the

high privilege of our beloved country to bear the destinies of

civilization itself in our righteous cause. As we look back

with warmly throbbing hearts to the deeds of our fathers from

Plymouth Rock to Yorktown, and to the deeds of our brothers

from Sumter to Gettysburg, do we not each one of us feel that

all they suffered, all they won, is our heritage, and is the heri-

tage of civilization itself ; for such is our blessed country's

high calling that

" Humanity with all its fears,

With all its hope of future years

Is hanging breathless on its fate."

Notwithstanding the objects and aims of patriotic societies

are, strictly speaking, the study of history and the association

of kindred spirits bound together by the ties of a Colonial and

Revolutionary ancestry, to the end that noble and heroic deeds

be perpetuated, we must not overlook the fact that while patri-
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otic research and study are essential requisites to a full appre-

ciation of the debt of gratitude we owe our progenitors for the

sacrifices they made in the establishment and maintenance of

Republican institutions, they are, nevertheless, social organ-

izations. To accomplish desired results we should make a

thoroughly practical study of history, and not neglect to famil-

iarize ourselves with the many differing phases of the social

and domestic characteristics of the early settlers, and the

e\^ery-day lives of those who struggled to bequeath to us the

blessings we now enjoy. Our Colonial and Revolutionary

fathers and mothers lived in the days which literally tried the

souls of those engaged in planting the tree of liberty, and lay-

ing the foundation of this great American Republic
;
yet they

found time, recreation and pleasure, even amidst the thunder

of cannon and the clash of arms, to cultivate the social virtues,

both as a means to establish a mental equilibrium and keep

them up to their arduous work. Hence we see, running all

through the early history of the settlers of New England, from

the Pilgrim Fathers who landed at Plymouth, down to the

present day, a natural tendency to put aside, on occasions, the

teachings of a rigorous religious faith which circumscribed

their participation even in the harmless pleasures and innocent

diversions from the daily routine and responsibihties of their

environment.

From the hour when the Puritan baby opened his eyes in

bleak New England he had a Spartan struggle for life. In

summer time he fared comparatively well, but in winter he

had a most chilling and benumbing welcome. On the Sunday

following his birth he was taken to a cold, unheated meeting-

house and baptized ; and it was recorded that death often oc-

curred as the result, and a minute was made that the infant

" died of being baptized." In Judge Samuel Sewall's Diary

there is abundant proof that inclemency of the weather was

little heeded when religious customs and duties were in ques-

tion. He says that on January 22, 1694:— " A very extra-

ordinary storm, by reason of the fallings and drivings of the

snow ; few women could get to meeting. A child named Alex-

ander was baptized in the afternoon." On February 6, 1656,
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and still again on April 8, 1677, two children of the Judge,

aged respectively four days and six days, were baptized. The

children shrank from the icy water, and were too benumbed to

cry and quickly yielded up their infant lives after a short strug-

gle. The mortality among infants was appallingly large, and

the natural result— the survival of the fittest — may ac-

count for the present tough endurance of the New England

people.

What was luxury in country life in the middle of the eigh-

teenth century would be penance now. Picture to yourselves

the style of living of a family of limited means in those years,

and compare it with the average style of to-day. Houses un-

painted, uncarpeted, dimly lighted ; cavernous fireplaces that

appropriated half the heat and gave out half the smoke
;
gas-

light unimagined. For dress, the single state suit of broad-

cloth that lasted a lifetime, or brocade for festive occasions,

with coats of homespun, and stuff gowns for ordinary wear.

For the board, the inevitable porridge and salted meats ; coarse

fare served in coarse dishes, eaten with coarse implements ; no

grace of the table save always the customary " grace before

meat " that duly preceded the homely meal. Compare this

style with the way of life on the same plane of society at the

present day, with our upholstery, warming apparatus, gas and

electric light, changes of raiment, the v/ardrobes of our wives

and daughters, aye and our maid-servants, the cost of which

for a single family, if not for a single matron or miss, exceeds

the entire sum allotted to the public expenses of many a New
England town for schools, highways, constables, etc., and all

a century and a quarter ago. The old Puritans fought the in-

troduction of stoves into the meeting-house on the ground that

the comfort of the body is purchased at the expense of the eter-

nal comfort of the soul in the world to come. When a stove

was put into the Old South Church, Boston, in 1783, a news-

paper of contemporary date contained this significant lament :

" Extinct the sacred fire of love.

Our zeal grown cold and dead.

In the house of God we fixed a stove

To warm us in their stead."
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But our wealthy and well-to-do great-grandfathers and mothers,

severe and dignified, were not free from indulgence in the fol-

lies of dress, and often yielded to the despotic decrees of

fashion.

An inspection of the portraits of the loyal subjects of George

III in America, shows that they were bound at least as firmly

to follow the fashions of the Court as to obey the laws of the

realm. Ladies wore wigs, almost the whole of the immense

structures above the face being false. The body of this erec-

tion was of tow, over which the natural hair was turned, and

false hair was then added in great curls, bobs and ties, pow-

dered to profusion. Flowers, glass beads, strings of pearls,

ribbons and laces, were used to decorate the edifice, and the

display was often completed by an immense plume of ostrich

feathers. In a curious volume published in 1772 by Stewart,

a London hairdresser, minute directions are given for prepar-

ing and preserving these astounding structures, which, he de-

clares, if properly dressed, would keep three weeks. It was,

however, often necessary for the wearer of a particularly com-

plicated head-dress to sleep in a chair in order to "keep it,"

even for a single night. The dresses of the more wealthy por-

tion were of the most costly and showy materials. Rich silks,

brocades, satins and velvets, composed those of the fairer sex,

while the coats of the gentlemen were only less brilliant from

being made of cloth instead of these more glittering stuffs.

Gentlemen did not then, as now, appear in sober black, brown,

blue and green, but in every brilliant tint from the brightest

scarlet to the most delicate peach color, rendered still more

splendid by bindings of gold and silver lace. The waist coats

were long and had deep pockets, and were usually covered with

embroidery and buttons. These last ornaments finally attained

such a size that they and the great buckles which ornamented

the shoes and the knees of the breeches were laughed out

of fashion. Pantaloons were unknown. All the men wore

breeches, buckled, buttoned or tied below the knee. Shoes of

females were made with very high heels placed in towards the

middle of the foot. To walk in them was a feat of some dif-

ficulty ; to run an impossibility. The hats were cocked in a
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variety of fashion, the modern French hat being a product of

the French Revolution.

On the whole, we may fairly conclude, that in the matter of

dress the world is very much now as it was in 1775, and that,

if people judge of others by their appearance and dress that

they may attract attention and be thought as good as their

neighbors, it is not a weakness of modern invention.

Judge Sewall, one of the judges who had taken part in many

of the witchcraft trials, was very fond of going to funerals, to

which people were invited both in England and some of the

colonies, by having a mourning scarf, a pair of gloves, or a ring

sent to them. He was very proud of the rings and gloves he

received in this way, and kept lists of them. When a funeral

took place and no gloves or ring were received, he was much

mortified ; but he seems to have been in demand for these

Puritan entertainments, which were often accompanied with

excessive drinking, and a law was passed to check the extrava-

gance. One funeral in Massachusetts cost six hundred pounds,

one-fifth of the man's whole estate. Families often had in

their possession tankards and mugs full of rings which they

had " made " at funerals. One minister received in thirty-two

years 2,940 pairs of gloves, which he thriftily sold for six

hundred pounds.

The furniture of our forefathers was an important factor in

the social life of the Colonies during the first one hundred

and fifty years of their existence. There was a marked dis-

tinction, however, in the homes of New England and those

of New York and the South. There were rough tables and

benches, and chests were often used for seats. The most

expensive article of furniture was known as the "state bed,"

which was in the parlor ; it was made of silk, serge, damask,

etc., according to the means of the owners, and was stuffed

with feathers and cat-tails. The idea that our early New
England settlers were all sour-faced Puritans, and left behind

them all taste for elegance in the home, or the love of fine

clothing, is a mistaken one. Governor Winthrop writes in

1630: "A godly woman of the Church of Boston, dwelling

some time in London, brought with her a parcel of very fine



48

linen of great value, which she set her heart too much upon,

and had been at charge to have it all newly washed, and

curiously folded and pressed, and so left it in the press in her

parlor over night. She had a negro maid who went into the

room very late, and let fall some of the snuff of the candle

upon the linen, so as by morning all the linen was burned to

tinder. But it pleased God that the loss of this linen did her

much good, both in taking off her heart from worldly comforts,

and in preparing her for a far greater afifliction by the un-

timely death of her husband, who was slain not long after."

For many years black was the conventional color for the

upholstering of chairs. Tables in New England, up to 1650,

were known as "boards;" later, "folding" and "drawing"

tables became common, the former having from twelve to

twenty legs ; marble-top tables made their appearance about

the same time. " Chests " were used in the olden times, and

were found in almost every household, while clocks were used

in the 17th century. Looking-glasses were quite common.
In some respects there may be said to have been a decided

aristocracy in Massachusetts. It consisted more in a recog-

nition of social distinctions, a deference paid to families of

wealth, long-established position, and ability in public service,

and it was a settled rule that men of such families were to be

elected to public office. In all the churches the pews were

assigned in accordance with social rank, or, as it was some-

times expressed, in accordance with "authority, age, wealth

and house lots,"— a custom which caused endless bickerings

and heart-burnings, and gave the deacons in charge of the

matter a very thankless task. At Harvard College the Fresh-

men were arranged every year in a list according to the social

rank of their parents, and each student was compelled to

retain throughout his course the rank that w^as assigned him.

Courtship and marriage among the early settlers form one

of the most interesting chapters connected with the history of

the past. It had its serious and intensely practical side as

well as its ludicrous and most romantic aspect. The methods

employed to "woo and wed," although differing in minor de-

tails, owing in part to environment, w^ere not wholly unlike
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those which obtain to-day. It is asserted that "true love

never runs smooth," and certainly, if the record is reliable,

there was "many a slip between the cup and the lip" in love

affairs of a century or more ago, the most trivial shortcomings

and jealous imaginings breaking up and entirely severing long

seasons of bliss and plighted troth, leaving the actors in love's

drama stranded on a barren shore, until, perchance, some

arrow fresh from the quiver of another charmer, sharp and

pointed, should again make captive the Pilgrim, nothing daunt-

ed, as he enters again upon uncertain mysteries.

It is chronicled that no greater ill could befall an adult

Puritan than to be unmarried. The colonists married early,

and they married often. It was a necessity, if not a choice.

There were no housekeepers, and man could not live without

woman, and woman could not live without man. The father

and mother of Gov. Winslow had been widow and widower

seven and twelve weeks, respectively, when they joined their

families in mutual benefit if not in mutual love. One of the

arbitrary Colonial laws in force in the town of Eastham, Mass.,

in 1695, was as follows :
" Every unmarried man in the town-

ship shall kill six blackbirds or three crows while he remains

single ; as a penalty for not doing it, shall not be married until

he obey this order." Bachelors and old maids were under

special spying. Old maidism was reached early in those days,

for Higginson wrote of an "antient maid " of twenty-five years.

On the Plymouth Church record of March 19, 1667, is the

following entry :
" Mary Carpenter, sister of Mrs. Alice Brad-

ford, wife of Governor Bradford [died], being newly entered

into the 91^* year of her age. She was a godly old maid never

married."

Judge Sewall's first wife was Hannah Hull. Her dowry,

says Hawthorne's story, was her weight in silver shillings.

Of her wooing, the Judge's only record is :
'• Mrs. Hannah

Hull saw me when I took my degree, and set her affections

on me, though I knew nothing of it until after our marriage."

She died in 171 7. The Judge at the age of sixty-six years

made this entry in his Diary :
" Wondering in my mind

whether to live a married or a single life." He settled this
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question, however, very soon, although his next courtship was

not quite so poetical as the "Courtship of Miles Standish."

His Diary speaks of it as "infelicitous." It was broken off,

although, as he says, he "yearns towards Mrs. Dennison."

He could not agree upon terms. He next courted and mar-

ried the widow Tilley. She died in 1720, and he then cast

his eyes on Mrs. Catherine Winthrop.

On one occasion he called upon her, and she being out, he

gave her daughter Katie a penny and a kiss, and came away.

The next evening he called again, and she was out, and the

Judge endeavored to propitiate the servants by giving the maid

two shillings, and Juno, who brought in wood, one shilling.

When Madam Winthrop appeared, the Judge again resumed

his solicitations, and gave her a piece of Mrs. Belcher's cake

and gingerbread, wrapped in a clean piece of paper. The next

time, the Judge continued to press his suit and presented her

with books, almonds and other dainties. Once he gave her

half a pound of sugar almonds. She was much pleased, and

asked him how much they cost. But the widow's moods were

variable. Sometimes she treated him with courtesy, wine and

marmalade, and on one occasion she gave him a dram of black-

cherry brandy. But the widow soon began to indicate to

the Judge that his courtship was in vain ; she would keep

him waiting, would not array herself in clean linen, and she

offered not to help him put on his great-coat, etc. He took

these hints, and did not renew his visits to Madam Winthrop,

but cast his eyes again upon Widow Martha Ruggles, but she

did not look kindly upon the Judge's suit, and after two pro-

posals he was rejected, and then, in a fit of desperation, he

wooed and won Widow Gibbs, and was married in 1722.

Dancing was a favorite amusement in the Colonial days,

and it was carried on in such a wholesale manner that it was

found necessary in 165 1 to forbid all "mixt and unmixt

"

dancing in taverns on the occasion of weddings. At a wed-

ding in New London, Ct., in 1769, ninety-two jigs, fifty contra

dances, forty-three minuets, and seventeen hornpipes were

danced, and the party broke up at one of the morning. Query

— What time could it have begun ?
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For the benefit of those who seek excuse for indulgence in

malt liquors, it can be afifirmed that the appetite comes by

inheritance, for the English settlers who peopled our Colonies

were a beer-drinking and ale-drinking race. As Shakespeare

said, they were "potent in potting." Bradford, the Pilgrim

Governor, complained loudly and frequently of his distress at

being deprived of his beer ; while Higginson, the Salem min-

ister in 1629, boasted that "whereas my stomach could only

digest and did require such drink as was both strong and stale,

I can, and oftentimes do, drink New England water very well." ,

Roger Clap writes that it was " not accounted a strange thing

in those days to drink water," and it was stated that Winthrop

drank it ordinarily.

The old custom of providing wines and other liquors on

almost all such occasions as marriages, funerals, ordinations

and installations, seems incredible to the present generation.

Nine gallons of wine, five gallons of rum, five pounds of loaf

sugar, chickens, tea, coffee, etc., with pipes and tobacco, were

furnished at an installation of a minister in Middlesex County

in accordance with existing social customs. At the present

day such a list would shock any company who might assemble

to aid in the ceremony of inducting a clergyman into the

sacred desk, although we will be charitable enough to believe

that it was hard work, even in those days, to get up much

inspiration on the " eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth " doc-

trine, without resort to something more stimulating.

There were few fixed holidays and festivals in Colonial

days. The early Puritans had grown to hate Christmas. The

very name smacked of incense, vestments and monkish jargon,

and persons who observed it as a holiday were made to pay

five shillings fine. The first New England Thanksgiving was

not a day of religious observance, it was a day of recreation.

Military reviews and exercises were opened with prayers

and psalm-singing. Training days were the crowning glory

of gaiety, dissipation and noise in New England for over a

century. "Guy Fawkes' Day" was usually observed with

much noise, bonfires, parades, etc., and Forefathers' Day was

celebrated with dinners, prayer and praise. Shooting at a
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played football in 1636. Playing cards were used by Pilgrim

and Puritan boys, and so demoralized them that their use was

forbidden, and in 1784 a fine of $7 was levied on every pack

of cards sold. Horse-racing was a craze in 1715, and even

though the Puritan officials denounced shows as a great " mis-

pense of time," yet the people were so hungry for amusement

that they turned to any kind of exhibition to satisfy these

longings.

In 1713 a play was acted in the Council House in Boston,

and in 1750 two young Englishmen produced the "Orphans "

in a Boston coffee house, but were soon stopped, and Boston

had no more performances of a theatrical nature for many

years.

Benjamin Harris was a London printer, and in 1686 he

came to Boston and set up a ** Book, Coffee and Chucollett

shop by the Town Pump near the Change." He soon experi-

enced trouble with the authorities, and in 1690 he issued,

without permission, the first newspaper printed in America,

Public Occurrences, which was very promptly suppressed by

proclamation.

Nowhere was the printing press more successful, however,

than in New England. Boston had, in 17 19, five printing

offices and only about ten thousand inhabitants. In 1750 it

had five newspapers, the oldest of which, the Boston Nezus

Letter, had begun its career in 1704. The famous Eliot In-

dian Bible was printed in Boston,— a beautiful specimen of the

bookmaker's art. Pamphlet literature of all kinds was popular,

everybody rushing into print, and as a result booksellers made

fortunes.

In Colonial and Revolutionary days, retail boot and shoe

stores were not known
;
people had their boots and shoes made

for them. The father of a family would buy sole leather and

calf-skin, and have a shoemaker come to the house and make

shoes for the entire family. The first regular retail boot and

shoe store in the town of Boston was kept by John Baxter, in

the year 1784, on State Street, now numbered 14, where the

Merchants National Bank is located. It was an old-fashioned
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wooden building ; the store was supplied with a big fire-place

and a great "back-log," which was kept blazing away in cold

weather to warm and cheer the visitors and patrons, the light

being furnished by tallow candles.

It was more than a century and a quarter ago, 1775, that

Samuel Hammond, a tanner and currier, carried on business at

Quincy, and having a surplus of leather, made some of it into

boots and shoes, brought them into Boston and sold them to

customers about Faneuil Hall. He had them strung along on

cords resting on poles. He was a thrifty man, accumulated

quite a fortune, estimated now at a half million dollars, and his

heirs still retain possession of the property which is at the cor-,

ner of North Street and Merchants' Row.

Boston Common was a favorite resort for almost everything.

Two young men, in 1728, went there to fight a duel and one

was killed, after which a law was made and strictly enforced

against duelling. Whitefield, the great English preacher, stir-

red Boston up in 1740, the people flocking to the Common in

large numbers to hear his eloquent voice. Later a spinning

fad struck Boston, and the old Puritan town went nearly crazy

with excitement. The town even voted to establish a spinning-

school, and a prize was awarded to the nimble hands that ex-

celled. An " Industry and Frugality " society was started in

1749, and its fourth anniversary was celebrated with great

eclat. Three hundred female spinsters and 300 spinning

wheels appeared on the Common. There were three rows of

the wheels, and with the spinners appeared the weavers, one of

the number working a loom on a stage. The Common was

in great excitement and vast crowds came to indulge their

curiosity.

It is impossible to read the history of Massachusetts without

being impressed with the maritime instincts of her people.

Everything savors of the salt sea. Parts of Winthrop's Jour-

nal' read like a log-book. We find descriptions of voyages,

notes on wind and tide, price of fish, salt, and other articles of

commerce, mingled with his accounts of wonderful conversions

and miracles, and of the arrival in the colony of cows and mares

as well as of learned ministers. Even Judge Sewall, though a
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landsman, uses sea language to describe the movements of ves-

sels, and speaks of being invited to drive a tree-nail into a new

ship. Nearly all the families of wealth and refinement in East-

ern Massachusetts were connected in some way with the ship-

ping interest, and not a few of their members sailed as captains

or other officers of the vessels.

Among the busy throng in the streets of Boston just before

the Revolution (then a community of 16,000 inhabitants), we

may picture the sailor with his swarthy face, wide trousers and

long queue. In the neighboring seaports and in Boston was

centered that wonderfully energetic class whose adventures in

the whale-fishery elicited from Burke in Parliament his splendid

eulogy of New England courage and enterprise.

From Massachusetts sailed the best seamen and the staunch-

est ships in the world, and Boston was made the maritime centre

of America by the indomitable character of her people. The

common, popular expressions, and even the slang phrases, were

those of the sea ; boatmen, seamen and wharf-laborers were

powerful elements in most of the town commotions which pre-

ceded the Revolution. Even the boys cheered like ships* crews

and imitated the boatswain's call in their jeering" and ridicule

of the British soldiers. The fishermen of the Grand Banks, on

returning with their fares, showed their adaptability to every

kind of life by throwing off the garb of the sailor and tilling

their farms until the return of the fishing season.

In a recent address before the Maryland Society, Sons of

the American Revolution, Mr. C. W. Bump, of Johns Hopkins

University, made comparisons between news-gathering one

hundred years ago and to-day. He said that although Balti-

more was only fifty miles away from Mt. Vernon, it was not

until the third day after Washington's death that the fact was

announced in the papers of that city. In Philadelphia there

was a rumor of it on the fourth day, but the news was not defi-

nite until the fifth day. The first report was from a stage

coach passenger from Baltimore. New York heard of the

death two days after Philadelphia, or a week after it occurred,

while in Boston it was not known until twelve days had elapsed.

Contrast this slowness with the news-gathering of to-day

!
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For instance, the death of Pres. McKinley was telegraphed all

over the country and cabled around the world by the Associated

Press, within half an hour after it occurred, while daily bulle-

tins by wire had kept millions informed of his illness, and to-

day, " Newspaper Row " in Boston and other great business

centres of the country are daily thronged by eager multitudes

who receive almost hourly bulletins by wire of the great naval

and land engagements now in progress in the far East between

Russia and Japan, thousands of miles distant.

The ancients had some very crude and queer ideas of how

best to preserve in memory those whose career was cut short

by disease and death, and a few specimens of quaint inscrip-

tions taken from old tombstones will illustrate their idiosyn-

crasies :
—

Here lies the body of Richard Thomas, an Englishman by birth,

a whig of '76, a cooper by trade, now food for worms. Like an old

rum puncheon whose staves are all marked and numbered he will

be raised and put together again by his Maker.

Our little Jacob has been taken away to bloom in a superior

flower-pot above.

A rum cough carried him off.

She was in health at 11.30 a. m. and left for Heaven at 3.30 p. m,

I expected this, but not so soon.

Alice Morse Earle, in her popular and instructive " Stage

Coach and Tavern Days," says the tavern has ever played an

important part in social, political and literary life, and helped to

make history. Everything centered at the " ordinaries " or

taverns. Food, shelter and liquid comforts were not the only

function of the tavern, nor the meeting for cheerful interchange

of news and sentiment. Everything of novelty and enter-

tainment was found there, and it proved to be the exhibi-

tion place and temporary lodging of all secular shows which

could not be admitted in the meeting-house. Nearly all the

Insurance offices were located in the taverns, and lotteries for

every variety of purposes were drawn there, being lawful and

highly approved. Churches had lotteries for promoting public
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worship and the advancement of religion ; colleges increased

their endowments by their aid, while towns and states raised

money to pay the public debt by means of lotteries. Free-

masons met at the taverns, and their lodges were sometimes

known by the names of their meeting places. The Massachu-

setts Grand Lodge was organized at the " Green Dragon,"

while the oldest lodge of all, St. John's, met in 1733 at the

"Bunch of Grapes" in King Street, now State.

The stage-coach and the tavern reached the height of their

glory together. The old stage-driver was a character, usually

kind and careful, and on terms of intimacy with everybody.

He bore messages, brought news, carried letters and packages,

transacted exchange, and did all kinds of shopping ; band-

boxes were piled high on the top of his coach, as the result

of purchase of bonnets in the city for the women on his

route.

It is a mistake to suppose that the early Puritans were

utterly unmusical. When they came to America they brought

the habit of psalm-singing with them. They experienced

great trouble in making words fit the tune, or the tune the

words. In 17 18 Cotton Mather published a new translation

of the Psalms, so they could be adapted to tunes of different

metre. The first singing school was estabhshed about 1720,

and singing by note was introduced into Boston churches, but

stoutly opposed by advocates of " the usual ways."

Within a hundred years the methods of church administra-

tion and work have changed materially. What a distance

lies between church music at the beginning and the end of

the last century ! Recall the dismal hymns, lined out to more

dismal tunes. But as the musical cultivation of the people

advanced, church music shared in the general movement.

Old methods have been quietly dropped, and the Church has

unconsciously taken on the new, until to-day it may be truth-

fully said that the best music of the world is laid under tribute

for Church service. Even the wicked music of the heels is

sometimes "fixed" up and "slowed" up, and so subdued that

staid old deacons innocently pace to their pews to strains from

an opera.
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This will suffice to illustrate the social side of our revered

sires, and if those of us who indulge, sometimes inordinately,

in the pleasures and follies of life, seek justification or excuse,

may we not plead that inheritance has something to do with

our present environment, and shift the burden of some of our

many shortcomings upon those who, notwithstanding their

responsibility in the matter, are now and ever will be held in

sacred and loving remernbrance. May their memory be kept

green, and their lives prove an ever-present inspiration to high

and lofty purpose.

It is not my purpose in this paper to make invidious com-

parisons between the social life of the past and present, but

rather to emphasize the wonderful progress and development

which has been steadily going on through the 'centuries ; that

" new occasions teach new duties ; time makes ancient good

uncouth." The social life of to-day does not differ so much in

essentials as in opportunity of expression, in ways and means

to gratify natural desires. The environment of our ancestors

restricted the full development of the social instincts, while

the present generation, with the wealth of accumulated riches

which comes with education and civilization, is enabled the

better to improve the quality and increase the volume of social

life, free from the entangling alliances of prejudice and of

superstition.

There is great practical value in ideals. They elevate and

inspire ; they lift us into an atmosphere of endeavor, of en-

thusiasm, of zeal ; they make us discontented with our present

achievements and spur us on to grander attainments than any

we have yet known. But the practical value of ideals is still

more clearly seen when we remember that they are the source,

the foundation of progress. The successive steps in our pro-

gressive civilization have been secured simply through the

vision of an ideal that exists only in our thought. It is be-

cause men are ever seeking a best that they obtain a better.

The true artist, the true workman in any calling in life, never

lingers fondly on what he has done ; he is ever thinking of

what remains undone, ever striving through the inspiration of

his ideal to a higher type of perfection.
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The theatre of to-day is a great social institution. Its

growth into public favor is largely due to the character it has

assumed in the past few years. People have demanded a

higher standard in the presentation of the drama, and the de-

mand has been honored. The stage is what the people make

it, and the actors, in their characterizations, only reflect their

auditors. The theatre has become one of the most potent in-

fluences in the establishment of our modern civilization and a

great promotor of social life. Charlotte Cushman, the great

actress said :
—

" I think I love and reverence all arts equally, only putting

my own just above the others, because in it I recognize the

union and culmination of them all. To me it seems as if when

God conceived the world, that was Poetry ; He formed it, and

that was Sculpture ; He colored it, and that was Painting ; He
peopled it with living beings, and that was the grand, divine,

eternal Drama."

The Press, too, that great engine of power, instrumental in

disseminating knowledge, bringing men and women together

in harmonious relations, eliminating superstition, bigotry and

intolerance, is entitled to great credit for its work in the growth

and development of the race. Oh ! it was a glorious morning

when the rising sun looked upon Faust with the first printed

sheet in his hand, the little implement that was to revolutionize

the world by his side, and the glory of triumph upon his brow.

The types are a very Aladdin's lamp. We are transported by

their -magic power to far off lands where spring eternal reigns,

to lands where eternal winter holds despotic sway. Here

Virgil yet tunes his harp among Parthenopian groves, and

Homer sings of gods and heroes still as in years long since

rolled into eternity. Cicero wakes up the slumbering elo-

quence within us as he did within old Romans centuries ago.

With the Press for a friend we shall never die ; the poet, the

statesman, the warrior, still shall sing, shall rule, shall fight,

though ages long he has slumbered in the dust. We are in-

debted to the Press for that advanced civilization which we to-

day enjoy, while the heart and soul of humanity are keenly

alive to the necessity of reciprocal feelings and actions in all
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the great concerns of life because of its teachings. It is one

of the great bulwarks of Republican institutions and the con-

servator of the people's rights.

When we consider the natural resources of this broad con-

tinent, a profound feeling of wonder, love and praise comes

over us all. Nature has provided for our every possible want,

and measureless are the values which spring into being at the

touch of modern industry. The power which Providence has

placed in the raindrop, and by it revolutionized the world ; the

power which is embodied in the silent kiss of the sunbeam,

the magical influence that tints the flower which lies in the

crown of beauty and virtue ; the power which produces the

snowfiake, whose embroidery is more artistic than the finest

needle-work ever wrought by woman's hand ; that has given

us the mountains to elevate our thoughts, and the ocean to

remind us of eternity ; that even the grain of sand on the sea-

shore has in it the material which enables us to read the golden

record of heaven,— we say that this great power has not only

aided in perfecting the development of man, but has assisted

in building up an empire whose very name is suggestive of

freedom, a just government and a glorious destiny.

And now on this sacred soil, consecrated to liberty and hal-

lowed by the heroic deeds and sacrifices of that little band of

exiles who moored their bark on the wild New England shore,

and made Plymouth Rock the "stepping-stone of liberty," sup-

plemented by the struggles of the early patriots of the Revolu-

tion, let us fully realize that, in the order of nature, the present

will soon become the past, that we too are making history, and

must contribute our share towards working out the complicated

problems of the age.

Representatives of civilized and savage nations come hither

to witness the grand achievements of centuries of civilization,

to study the development, education, and growth of a nation

whose greatness and stability consists in the faith and confid-

ence the people have in its principles and free institutions.

These trusts, handed down from generation to generation, are

now in our sacred keeping, to be in turn transmitted to poster-

ity, with, we trust, a more resplendent and fadeless glory.
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Let us pledge ourselves anew under the inspiration of the old

Plymouth boulder, and the shaft at Bunker Hill where Warren
fell and heroes yielded up their lives in resisting tyranny and

oppression, to meet loyally and patriotically any future emer-

gency which may menace the welfare and good name of our

beloved country, in the same spirit which characterized the

glorious idealism of our Fathers. May it be our high preroga-

tive to guard well the great, undying principles of equity and

justice, liberty and law, for no nation can succeed without the

recognition of these truths.

Under these circumstances it is no exaggeration to say that

America will become the land—
" Where he who came of all bereft,

To whom malignant fate had left

Nor home, nor friends, nor country dear,

Finds home, and friends and country here^''
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SPECIAL FUNDS.

The Invested Funds of the Society include the following

Special Funds :
—

Mrs. Catherine Page Perkins Fund .

Joseph Henry Stickney Fund .

Samuel Elwell Sawyer Fund

George Oliver Carpenter Memorial Fund
Edward Ingersoll Browne Fund

Boston Memorial Association Fund .

Robert Charles Billings Fund .



64

ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY, 1904.

Donors.
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Donors.



ADDITIONS

TO THE SOCIETY'S COLLECTIONS, 1904.

DONORS. DESCRIPTION.

Ancient and Honora-
ble Artillery Co.

Appleton, Nathan.

Appleton, heirs of Wil-
liam S.

Atkins, Edwin F,

Bentley, Thomas H.

Boston, City of, by
H. Montague, Supt.
of Public Buildinsfs.

Boston Transit Com-
mission.

Souvenir Plate, Invitation, two Menus ; used at

the banquet and smoke-talk given to the Hon-
ourable Artillery Company of London, in Bos-
ton, 1903.

Clipper sled " Titania," used by the donor when
a boy.

Thirteen pictures comprising certificates of mem-
bership in various organizations, and miscel-
laneous subjects.

German Map of Boston, published in 1778.
Original autograph list of subscribers for the pub-

lication in 1784 of a Map of the four New
England States.

Original pencil drawing of the allegorical picture
entitled "The British Surrendering their Arms
to General Washington after their Defeat at

York Town, in Virginia, October, 1781," by
John Francis Renault. (Loans.)

Oil portrait, by Vinton, of Elisha Atkins, finan-

cier, 1813-1888. (Loan.)

Cane made of wood from the frigate Constitu-
tion ; it was formerly owned by Samuel Bent-
ley, father of the donor.

Ancient Bell, having the inscription " T. B. 1773,"
which hung in the cupola of the Suffolk Co.
Court House; erected about 1773, taken down
in 1836. (See p. 18, supra.)

Section of a pump log found in an excavation
made in Court Street in 1904 by the Boston
Transit Commission. It was part of a pump
which was in the yard of a Writing School estab-
lished in that vicinity in 1720.
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DONORS. DESCRIPTION.

Brown, Francis H.

Conroy, John P.

Copeland, Miss H.
Louisa.

Corbett, Alexander,

Jr.

Currant, John F.

Dearborn, Miss Sarah.

Dixwell, John.

Durant, Mrs. Henry F.

Ellery, William.

Floyd, Fred G.

Folsom, Albert A.

French, Herbert.

Frothingham, John B.

Photograph of a statue of Rev. Theodore Parker,
seated ; erected in 1902 by the Boston Memorial
Association on the grounds of the First Parish,

West Roxbury.

Uncut sheet of paper money, ranging from $1 to

$20, issued by the State of Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations in 1780.

Three passports ; two issued to Elisha Copeland,

Jr., in 1814 and 1816, and one issued to John
Goulding in 1826.

Photograph of a daguerreotype of Mrs. Benjamin
Whitman (formerly Miss Anna Black) when
aged.

Sled "Jim Crow," used by the donor when a boy
in 1833.

Diplomatic coat, worn by Gen. Henry Dearborn,
1751-1829, when United States Minister to Por-
tugal, 1822-1824.

Name and electric-bell plate from the house, for-

merly the home of the poet-physician, Oliver

Wendell Holmes, 296 Beacon Street.

Green Bag, formerly owned by, and bearing the

name of, Rufus Choate.

Purple and gold lustre water-pitcher, bearing the

initials " D. S.." made in Liverpool, Eng., for

Capt. Daniel Saj'ward, of Gloucester, Mass.,
grandfather of the lender. (Loan.)

First United States Postal Note (No. i), issued

in South Boston, 1883.

Invitation to the donor to attend in 1887 the 350th
anniversary of the Incorporation of the Honour-
able Artillery Company of London.

Lithograph of the Encampment of the Ancient and
Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts
at Worcester, Mass., August 3, 1835.

Broadside entitled "Another Extra Train," etc.,

issued by Daniel Pratt, the "Great American
Traveller," in 1862.

Section of an ancient wooden water-pipe, found in

an excavation in 1904 in Post Office Square.

Contemporaneous oil painting of the naval battle

between the United States frigate Constitution

and the British frigate Guerriere in 1812
;
painted

by James K. Frothingham, of Charlestown,
Mass., father of the donor.
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DONORS. DESCRIPTION.

Gilbert, Benjamin W.

Hardy, Alpheus H.

Harris, Miss Frances
K.

Holman, Louis A.

Hosmer, Jerome C.

Iconographic Society.

Manning, Francis H.

New England Historic

Genealogical Soc'y.

Norcross, Grenville H.

Portions of ancient bed curtains, formerly used
in the Williams house (Woodbine Cottage), on
Noddle's Island, now East Boston ; the only
house there at the time.

Models of the barque Kedar and the ship Ocean
Pearl, both owned by the firm of Alpheus Hardy
& Co., of Boston.

Steel portrait of John Brooks, 1752-1825; phys-
ician, soldier and statesman.

Two pewter platters, which, according to family
tradition, were brought to this country in the
Mayflower by Elder William Brewster.

Pamphlet entitled " Plans and Drawings of Spars,"
etc., which was saved from the British frigate

Java when sunk in battle by the United States

frigate Constitution
;
given to Isaac Harris, father

of the donor, by Mr. Winter, midshipman on the

Constitution.

Rope fire-escape ladder, formerly owned by Isaac

Harris, of Boston, merchant.

Photographs of drawings entitled •' Captain Gray,
Commander of ship Columbia, in the Columbia
Expedition in 1790, facing his ship while dis-

cussing with a friend the discovery of Oregon."
"Captain Gray obliged to fire upon the natives,

who disregarded his order to keep off." From
the original drawings by George Davidson, in

the possession of Captain Gray's granddaughter,

Mrs. A. S. Twombly.

Reproduction in colors of " Magna Charta."

Military belt-plate found in the Hancock Tavern
when taken down.

Etching, and accompanying description, of " The
Old Corner Book Store."

Photographs of Hon. Thomas B. Reed, Chief-

Justice Melville E. Fuller, Major-General Oliver

O. Howard, President Hyde, of Bowdoin Col-

lege, and others. (Group.)

Steel portrait of Major-General Sir David Och-

terlony; born in Boston, Feb. 12, 1758; died

in Meerut, India, July 15, 1825. (Loan.)

Photographs of Chief-Justice Parmenter and Judges

Curtis, Ely, Forsyth, and Hardy, of the Suf-

folk County Municipal Court; made in 1887.

(Group.)
Map of territory in South Cove ;

made about 1827

by William Taylor, surveyor.
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DONORS.

Purchased.

Sawyer, Joseph, Es-
tate of.

Sawyer, Walter L.

DESCRIPTION.

Small, Frank O.

Snell, Sabra C.

Taylor, Charles H,, Jr.

Wyman, Samuel T.

White, Miss Susan J.,
Estate of.

Original list of subscribers for the erection of the

first Town House in Boston in 1656.

Cabinet and standing portfolio for photographs.

Organ-pipe from Christ Church.
Table knife and fork formerly used in the home of

Senator Sumner.
Miscellaneous collection of Boston horse-car tick-

ets.

Metal badge used in the International Peace Jubi-
lee, 1872.

Miniature tea chest ; a souvenir of the centennial

celebration of the Boston Tea Party in 1873.
Fragment of Washington's coffin.

Letter written by Rev. Thomas Gair, fourth min-
ister of the Second Baptist Church.

Small facsimile of the Liberty Bell ; centennial

souvenir, issued in 1876.

Cup made of wood from the Hancock House.
Ancient steel frame spectacles and steel case.

Hall lantern, formerly in the Dillaway house, Sa-
lem Street.

Cane made of wood from the Hancock House.

Lithographs, by Pendleton, of the State House,
and '

' East View of Faneuil Hall Market."

Lithograph of Richard Pelby, actor, as "Ferdi-
nand de Lara."

Oil painting, on glass, of Mrs. Pelby as " Cherry."

Gold ring, worn by Seth Wyman, of Marblehead,
Mass., 1750-1825.

Oil portrait of Benjamin White, of Boston, mer-
chant.

Marble bust and pedestal of Mrs. White; respec-

tively brother and mother of Miss White.
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No. 1441.

CommonrDcaltl) of iKassacIjusetta.

fie it !RnotDn that whereas Thomas C. Amory, Curtis Guild,

John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke, Samuel M. Quincy, Wil-

liam S, Appleton, Thomas Minns, Henry F. Jenks, John

T. Hassam, and Dudley R, Child, have associated themselves

with the intention of forming a corporation under the name of

for the purpose of promoting the study of the historj- of Boston, and

the preservation of its antiquities, and have complied with the pro-

visions of the Statutes of this Commonwealth in such case made
and provided, as appears from the certificate of the President,

Treasurer and Directors of said corporation, duly approved by the

Commissioner of Corporations and recorded in this office

;

Jftloto, ®()creforr, 3r» Henry B. Peirce, Secretary of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, Ho I)ercl)p ccrtifp that said Thomas C.

Amory, Curtis Guild, John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke,

Samuel M. Quincy, William S. Appleton, Thomas Minns,

Henry F. Jenks, John T. Hassam and Dudley R. Child,

their associates and successors, are legally organized and estab-

lished as and are hereby made an existing corporation under the

name of

with the powers, rights and privileges and subject to the limitations,

duties and restrictions, which by law, appertain thereto.

ulSEttneSS my official signature hereunto

subscribed and the seal of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts hereunto affixed, this second

day of December, in the year of our Lord one

thousand eight hundred and eighty one.

[Signed]

HENRY B. PEIRCE,

Secretary of the Covimonwealth.



THE BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

ORGAyrZED TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF BOSTON
AND THE PRESERVATION OF ITS ANTIQUITIES.

BY-LAWS.
I.

OBJECTS.

It shall be the duty of members, so far as may be in their power, to

carry out the object? of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or pur-

chase, books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other suitable means

as may from time to time seem expedient.

II.

MEMBERS.

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, either

resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall, after having been proposed and

accepted as candidates at any regular monthly meeting by the Directors,

be elected by the votes of a majority of the members present and voting.

III.

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.

Honorary and Corresponding members shall be nominated by the

Directors, and shall be elected by ballot by two-thirds of the members

present and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society,

but shall not be entitled to vote.

IV.

ADMISSION FEE AND ASSESSMENTS.

Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his or her admission,

and five dollars each first day of January afterwards, into the treasury of

the Society for its general purposes
;
provided, however, that no person

joining the Society on or after the first day of October in any year shall be

required to pay an additional assessment for the year commencing on the

first day of January following.

If any member shall neglect to pay his or her admission fee or annual

assessment, for three months after the same is due, he or she shall be

liable to forfeit his or her membership at any time when the Directors shall

so order.
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The payment of the sum of thirty dollars in any one year by any member
of the Society shall constitute him or her a life member of the Society ; life

members shall be free from assessments, and entitled to all the rights and

privileges of annual members. The money received for such life member-
ship shall constitute a fund, of which not more than twenty per cent.,

together with the annual income, shall be spent in any one year.

CERTIFICATES.

Certificates signed by the President, and the Clerk, shall be issued to

all persons who have become life members of the Society.

VI.

MEETINGS.

The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on the second Tuesday
in January, and regular meetings shall be held on the second Tuesday of

every month, excepting June, July, August and September, at such time

and place as the Directors shall appoint. Special meetings shall be called

by the Clerk, under the instruction of the Directors.

At all meetings ten members shall be a quorum for business. All Com-
mittees shall be appointed by the Chair, unless otherwise ordered.

VII.

OFFICERS.

The officers of the Society shall be nine Directors, a President, a Clerk,

and a Treasurer. The Directors, Clerk and Treasurer, shall be chosen by

ballot at the annual meeting in January, and shall hold office for one year,

and until others are duly chosen and qualified in their stead.

The President shall be chosen by the Board of Directors, from their

number, at their first meeting after election, or at any adjournment thereof.

The offices of Clerk and Treasurer may be held by the same person.

VIII.

VACANCIES.

Any vacancies in the Board of Directors, or the office of Clerk or

Treasurer, may be filled for the remainder of the term at any regular

meeting of the Society, by the vote of two-thirds of the members present

and voting.

In the absence of the Clerk at any meeting of the Society, a Clerk

pro tempore shall be chosen.

IX.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

At the monthly meeting in December, a Nominating Committee of five

persons shall be appointed, who shall report at the annual meeting a list of

candidates for the places to be filled.
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X.

PRESIDING OFFICER.

The President, or in his absence one of the Directors, shall preside at

all meetings of the Society. In the absence of all these officers, a Presi-

dent /r<7 /^»/^(?r^ shall be chosen.

XI.

DUTIES OF THE CLERK.

The Clerk shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties.

He shall notify all meetings of the Society. He shall keep an exact

record of all the proceedings of the meetings of the Society and of its

Directors.

He shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, and place

on file all letters received.

He shall enter the names of members systematically in books kept for

the purpose, and issue certificates of life membership.

The Clerk shall have such charge of all property in the possession of the

Society as may from time to time be delegated to him by the Board of

Directors.

He shall acknowledge each loan or gift that may be made to and

accepted in behalf of the Society.

XII.

DUTIES OF THE TREASURER.

The Treasurer shall collect all moneys due to the Society, and pay all

bills against the Society, when approved by the Board of Directors.

He shall keep a full account of the receipts and expenditures in a book

belonging to the Society, which shall always be open to the inspection of

the Directors ; and at the annual meeting in January he shall make a

written report of all his doings for the year preceding.

The Treasurer shall give bond in the sum of one hundred dollars, with

one surety, for the faithful discharge of his duties.

XIII.

DUTIES AND POWERS OF DIRECTORS.

The Directors shall superintend and conduct the prudential and execu-

tive business of the Society ; shall authorize all expenditures of money

;

fix all salaries
;
provide a common seal ; receive and act upon all resigna-

tions and forfeitures of membership, and see that the By-Laws are duly

complied with.

The Directors shall have full power to comply with the terms of the

lease of the rooms in the Old State House, made with the City of Boston,

and to make all necessary rules and regulations required in the premises.
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They shall annually, in the month of April, make a careful comparison

of the articles in the possession of the Society with the list to be returned

to the City of Boston under the terms of the lease, and certify to its

correctness.

They shall make a report of their doings at the annual meeting of the

Society.

The Directors may, from time to time, appoint such sub-committees as

they deem expedient.

In case of any vacancy in the office of Clerk or Treasurer, they shall

have power to choose a Clerk or Treasurer pro tempore till the next

meeting of the Society.

XIV.

MEETINGS OF THE DIRECTORS.

Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the day previous to

the regular meetings of the Society, at an hour to be fixed by the President.

Special meetings of the Directors shall be held in such manner as they may
appoint ; and a majority shall constitute a quorum for business.

XV.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint two

Directors, who, with the President, shall constitute the Committee of

Finance, to examine, from time to time, the books and accounts of the

Treasurer; to audit his accounts at the close of the year, and to report

upon the expediency of proposed expenditures of money.

XVI.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint five

standing committees, as follows :
—

Committee on the Rooms.

A committee of seven members, to be called the Committee on the

Rooms, of which the President and Clerk of the Society shall be members

ex-officiis, who shall- have charge of all the arrangements of the Rooms
(except books, manuscripts, and other objects appropriate to the Library,

offered as gifts or loans) ; the hanging of pictures, and the general arrange-

ment of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Papers.

A committee of three members, to be called the Committee on Papers,

who shall have charge of the subject of papers to be read, or other exercises

of a like nature, at the monthly meetings of the Society.
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Committee on Membership.

A committee of five or more members, to be called the Committee on

Membership, whose duty it shall be to give information in relation to the

purposes of the Society, and increase its membership.

Committee on the Library.

A committee of five members, to be called the Committee on the Library,

who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Library, including the

acceptance or rejection of all books, manuscripts, and other objects appro-

priate to the Library, offered as gifts or loans, and the general arrangement

of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Publications.

A committee of four members to be called the Committee on Publica-

tions, who shall have charge of all the publications of the Society.

These five committees shall perform the duties above set forth, under

the general supervision of the Directors.

Vacancies which may occur in any of these committees during their

term of service shall be filled by the President.

XVII.

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS.

Amendments to the By-laws may be made, at any annual meeting, by

vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting. They may also

be made by the like vote at any regular meeting, provided notice of the

same be contained in a call for such meeting issued by the Clerk, and sent

to every member.
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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING.

The Twenty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Bostonian So-

ciety was held in the Council Chamber of the Old State

House, Boston, on Tuesday, January 9, 1906, at 3 P. M., in

accordance with a notice mailed to every member.

President Curtis Guild, Sr., occupied the chair, and the

records of the last annual and monthly meetings were read

by the Clerk, and approved.

President Guild then delivered his Annual Address, as

follows :
—

PRESIDENT GUILD'S ADDRESS.

Fellozv Members of the Bostonian Society :

At these annual meetings of our Society, these halting places

as they may be called, it is a fitting time to take a retrospective

glance and see what progress we have made.

In endeavoring to promote the study of the history of our

city and the preservation of objects of historical interest, it is

evident that our labors will be of prime advantage to historians

and others interested in the antiquities of Boston who will come

after us.

In former annual addresses I have ventured to indicate many

things that might be done to add to the historical information



already possessed by the Society, and it is gratifying to note

that such hints have been taken by members, and that the So-

ciety has profited thereby.

The descendants of men who were in some degree of im-

portance in Boston's history have given to us, in papers read

at our meetings, interesting sketches of the acts of their an-

cestors that were quite worthy of preservation and but for our

meetings might never have been brought to light.

Boston's streets, landmarks, and noted citizens have been the

subjects of many carefully prepared addresses, and there are

doubtless in existence many unpublished letters and docu-

ments of Bostonians of a bygone generation that would be heard

with much interest today, and I hope the descendants of old

Bostonians having such materials for addresses will favor us

with glimpses of the life in our city as it was in the long ago.

MEETINGS AND LIBRARY.

The regular meetings of the Society have been well atten-

ded during the past year, and many interesting papers have

been read. The Society's library is used for reference by

many persons, especially by newspaper writers and compilers

of local history.

We have been fairly successful thus far in preserving this

building, one of Boston's most noted landmarks, from destruc-

tion, and hope to be able to save it from further mutilation. It

is a monument of the past that should be most carefully pro-

tected.

Our rooms are kept open free to the public and the use that

is made of them is evidence that the privilege is appreciated.

That they are one of the leading attractions to visitors is

shown by the fact that the guides who escort parties about the

city bring their patrons here as the first noted place to be seen.

One guide who escorts pedestrians from a point near Park

Street Church to various parts of the city has daily a large

number of patrons, and a large sight-seeing automobile make$

daily trips, excepting in the winter months, to all notable lo-

calities of the city.



POINTS OF INTEREST IN BOSTON.

Among other points of interest in the city may be mentioned

Copp's Hill burying ground, in which are monuments to many

citizens of Boston of early times ; one of them marking the

grave of a member of the party who threw the tea overboard

in Boston Harbor. It is to be lamented that the building on

the corner of what are now Tremont and HoUis Streets where

the famous Boston Tea Party met was not preserved as an

historical monument. Cotton Mather's monument is also in

the Copp's Hill cemetery. It will be recollected that he and

his father were the principal prosecutors of the Salem witches

at the time that delusion prevailed.

The Old South Church is still one of our most noted land-

marks, and it appears to be calm and undisturbed in spite of

the excavation for the Washington Street Subway that has

been carried directly under the steeple of the old building.

Erected in 1729, its walls have resounded with the voices of

Otis, Warren and Hancock. In 1775 the British troops re-

moved the pews and their cavalry used it as a riding school.

OLD TIME BUILDING.

One of the oldest buildings in Boston is Christ Church,

erected in 1723, which has the oldest set of chime bells in the

country. In its steeple were hung the warning lanterns for

Paul Revere—

"The story, you know it, Revere's ride at night,

The regulars' march, and the Lexington fight."

The history of the Old State House is too well known for

me to recapitulate, but it may be interesting to note that the

first public library of Boston was located here, and that the

first Episcopal or Church of England services were held here

in 1686.

The first regular Episcopal Church in Boston was King's

Chapel. Its present building was not completed at the out-

break of the Revolution ; Washington once attended an ora-

torio there. During and after the Revolution an effort was
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made to call the church " The Stone Chapel," but the older

and historic name has survived.

It was there that the good old Handel and Haydn Society

of Boston gave its first public performance on Christmas Day,

1 8
1 5 . The announcement of the concert was as follows :

—

" SACRED ORATORIO.

The Handel and Haydn Society will perform

an Oratorio, consisting of a Selection of

Pieces of Sacred Music, chiefly from

the Works of Handel and Haydn,

On Monday Evening, the 25th inst., in the

Stone Chapel in School Street, to Commence
at 6 o'clock."

From the hour chosen for beginning the concert, it is evi-

dent that Boston's dinner hours have changed considerably in

ninety years.

Not only was King's Chapel the first Episcopal church in

Boston, and the place of the Handel and Haydn Society's

first performance, but it became later the first Unitarian church

in Boston.

OLDEST CHURCH SOCIETY.

The oldest church society in Boston is, of course, that of

"The First Church in Boston." The first church building

was on the site of 27 State Street, formerly called King Street,

within a hundred feet of the spot where I now stand.

The past year was the two hundred and seventy-fifth anni-

versary of the settlement of Boston and of the founding of

the First Church Society which now occupies a church building

at the corner of Berkeley and Marlborough Streets.

THE WINTHROP STATUE.

The building of a new subway station for the East Boston

Tunnel at Scollay Square necessitated the removal of the

statue of John Winthrop from the spot where it has stood for



some years. In seeking a suitable location for the statue of

this first Governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony, one of the

founders of Boston, it was decided that no more fitting place

could be found than the yard in front of the church of which

he was also a founder.

Winthrop was born in Suffolk, near Groton, England, in

1588, the year made memorable by the Spanish Armada. He
came to America in June, 1630, and died in this city in 1649.

He was chosen the first President of the New England Con-

federation, the first American Union, September 17, 1643,

and it was from this confederation that our group of States

derived the name of New England by which they have ever

since been called.

In 1638 there was but one church and one lawyer in Boston.

The population was less than one thousand, and meals could be

obtained at hotels for 12 cents.

PARK ST. CHURCH AND BOSTON COMMON.

Park St. Church is not a very old society, having been

formed by the secession of a number of the members of the

Old South Church, but the church building has been such a

conspicuous landmark for the past half century that it is ear-

nestly to be desired that the society may not yield to the

spirit of commercialism and consent to its demolition to make

way for office buildings.

Boston Common has been tolerably well defended against

efforts of encroachment that have been made upon it, none of

which, except those of the subway with the hideous stations,

have been successful, and let us hope that no further appro-

priation of the people's park may be made. Anyone who will

visit the Common and the Public Garden during the summer

months will be convinced of their popularity with the common
people as restful and pleasant resorts.

From the colonial days to the present time the Common has

been regarded as a place for rest and recreation and as a play-

ground for the boys.
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COASTING ON THE COMMON.

The Frog Pond is always thronged with boys when the

skating is good, but the coasting has been, for the greater part,

abandoned.

It is probable that the sport of coasting on the Common
reached its climax in the seventies, when Samuel C. Cobb was

Mayor of Boston. The principal coast was the " Long Coast,"

from the corner of Park and Beacon Streets to the West

Street Gate and as far beyond it along the mall as the momen-
tum would carry you, and there was great rivalry in trying for

a record coast on sled or double-runner. Although it was re-

moved but a few years ago, a comparatively small number of

Bostonians will remember that there ever was a West Street

Gate on the Common.
In the coasting days to which I just referred the Long

Coast and the one running from Joy Street toward Boylston

Street were sprinkled with water at night, that the paths might

be smooth and icy for the boys on the morrow. Bridges for

pedestrians were built over these two coasts, and so many peo-

ple collected to watch the boys that it was necessary to detail

policemen to keep the crowds from stopping on the bridges and

blocking the way.

There was an incessant stream of boys sliding down the

coasts on all sorts of sleds and double-runners, in the day time

and until ii o'clock at night. Many amusing upsets occurred

and some serious accidents, and the crowds grew so great that

the city fathers began to frown on the sport as too dangerous

for a place where there must be so much passing. The bridges

were given up and gravel scattered on the icy paths where

such glorious coasting had been enjoyed.

At about this same period the snowball fight between the

West Enders and the South Enders was a daily occurrence in

winter on the baseball grounds of the Common, and the goal

sought by the West Enders was to drive their opponents out

to Boylston Street before the fight ended for the day.

While the growth of the population has interfered with the

use of the Common by big boys as a playground, special pro-
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vision for small children has been made on the Public Garden,

with sand boxes and swings, and a number of playgrounds

have been established in various localities in densely populated

parts of the city.

SPORTS ON THE COMMON SIXTY YEARS AGO.

Those who were Boston boys sixty years ago enjoyed privi-

leges not accorded to youths of today—then football and

hockey were played on the Common in the summer, and in

winter the steep paths were crowded with sleds. Then we

drove our hoops on the Tremont Street sidewalk from Winter

to Boylston Street. I do not wish to find fault with the pres-

ent in favor of the past, but merely refer to these facts as

noting the changes that have taken place.

ATTRACTIVE POINTS.

One of Boston's most beautiful residences in my boyhood

was that of Gardiner Greene, Esq., situated on a broad high

ground reaching from Tremont Street up above Bowdoin, and

commanding a fine view of Boston Harbor.

The Boston Museum, which was torn down a few years ago,

can hardly be called as yet an old Boston institution, but the

New England Museum which was located not far from the

head of Brattle Street was an old-time affair, containing among

other gruesome spectacles a life-like set of wax figures repre-

senting a celebrated murder. Many of these figures were later

transferred to the Boston Museum, where they were exhibited

for a while in the upper part of the building.

In those days Lowell Mason taught singing in the public

schools, and Lorenzo Papanti dancing, at his hall on Tremont

Street.

MILITARY COMPANIES.

One feature which appears to have vanished from Boston is

a parade of military companies. In former days we had the
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Boston Light Infantry, the Fusiliers, New England Guards,

Rifle Rangers, Montgomery Guards, Mechanic Riflemen, City

Guards and others whose names I do not now recall. On their

parades they were preceded by the Boston Brass Band, led by

Ned Kendall, or the Brigade Band, led by Jim Kendall. Old

Dan Simpson, whose drum hangs in our memorial hall, was the

drummer in one of these bands. The military evolutions of

these companies, including a sham fight on the Common, al-

ways attracted a crowd of spectators. The only cavalry com-

pany was the Boston Lancers, and the first time they made

their appearance was when they were called out to suppress the

Broad Street Riot, many years ago. To see these and similar

parades the houses in those days had iron balconies built before

their front windows,—which are now considered a useless

appendage.

HOTELS.

Of course the price of living has advanced in Boston. Not

many years ago ^1.50 per day was charged at the best hotels,

while tolerably good accommodations could be obtained at

others for $1.00. Now the price ranges from $5.00 a day

upwards at the highest price hotels. Such houses as the Tou-

raine and Somerset show a gi-eat advance over the public houses

of former years.

In spite of the noise made by the cars on the steam rail-

roads, elevated roads, trolley roads, and by automobiles, there

is evidently a desire to decrease, when possible, the noises in

our streets. A notable change in this respect is the method

employed to give an alarm of fire.

At present the alarm is given by pulling a hook in a signal

bo.x, and in a surprisingly short time a bunch of fire engines

appear, manned by firemen all dressed and equipped for fight-

ing the flames and accompanied by hose carriages and ladder

trucks. I remember well when I was a boy that on an alarm

of fire all the church bells rang furiously, and watchmen

whirled their noisy rattles and shouted the locality of the fire

—

*' Fire ! Fire ! Deestrict One."
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONES.

The telephone and telegraph have wrought great changes in

business methods of Boston. No longer do merchants crowd

State Street at the E.xchange at the noon hour, to traffic in

stocks or to confer with each other and exchange views or in-

teiiigence respecting the stock market. News of this descrip-

tion reaches the merchant to-day at his country housp by wire,

and at his office by news bulletins delivered at short intervals

by messenger service.

The old-time long trucks for moving merchandise are seldom

seen now. More convenient drays have succeeded them, and

the omnibus has given way to the street car and elevated rail-

road. Some idea of the business done by the street railway

system of Boston may be gathered from the recently published

statement that it collects about six bushels of dimes and thir-

teen bushels of nickels every day.

STATUES.

In the grounds about the State House on Beacon Hill some

of the eminent men of Massachusetts are honored by statues

—

Daniel Webster, Horace Mann, Gen. Hooker and Gen. Devens,

while Col. Robert G. Shaw, with his colored troops, is repre-

sented by a riionument directly opposite the State House.

The papers tell us that through the efforts of a Massachu-

setts Senator a statue of John Paul Jones, to cost 1^30,000, is

to be erected in Washington, and that over 1^25,000 has been

subscribed to erect in Boston a statue of the late Patrick

A. Collins, who was Mayor of Boston when he passed away

last year.

STATUE OF JOHN HANCOCK.

Inasmuch as the old Hancock House on Beacon Street has

been destroyed, it would seem proper that that renowned old

patriot John Hancock, first signer of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence, should have a monument on Beacon Hill.
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His bold signature is a fine specimen of chirography and is

often seen in reproductions in connection with various institu-

tions named for him.

OLD IRONSIDES.

Few events of late have stirred our patriotic citizens so

much as the proposition made to destroy the Frigate Constitu-

tion, known as "Old Ironsides." Her record is one that every

American is proud of. It is part of the history of our coun-

try, and the poem of Oliver Wendell Holmes that has doubt-

less been spouted by many of my hearers in their schoolboy

days, expresses the feeling that still prevails respecting that

splendid old frigate and is manifested by the efforts of our

most distinguished men to resist any effort towards its de-

struction. The indications are now that the old vessel will be

preserved.

Some forty years ago the proprietor of " The Greatest Show
on Earth" offered to buy Shakespeare's house at Stratford

and carry it to America. The storm of indignation aroused

by the proposal resulted in the raising of a considerable sum
of money for the repair and preservation of the old house,

which is likely to be a Mecca for tourists for centuries to come.

So the suggestion of the Secretary of the Navy that Old

Ironsides be used as a target to be sunk by the guns of the

North Atlantic Squadron seems to have aroused the patriotic

spirit in a way that may preserve the old warrior from such an

ignominious ending of a glorious career.

There used to be an old song describing the battle between

the Constitution and frigate Guerriere, beginning

:

" We often have been told

That the British seaman bold

Could flog the tars of France

Neat and handy, oh !

And they never found their match,

Till the Yankees did them catch,

Oh, the Yankee boys for fighting

Are the dandy, oh !

"
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THE SMOKE NUISANCE.

In my address of a year ago reference was made to the

smoke nuisance in the city, which has been a rapidly growing

evil that filled the air with soft coal soot and blackened all our

buildings and monuments, as well as the faces and clothing of

the inhabitants.

Many campaign orators have argued for a greater Boston,

but a cleaner Boston is quite as much to be desired.

We can take some satisfaction from the fact that the Legis-

lature of 1905 enacted "An Act to Provide for the Abatement

of Smoke in the City of Boston." This law went into effect

on the first day of this year, and if it is strictly enforced by the

Board of Health, there should be a perceptible decrease in the

amount of soft coal soot in the air we breathe in this city. If

men insist on dumping ashes on our heads let us make them

pay for the privilege by heavy fines to the city treasury.

IMPROVEMENT IN BUILDING.

The " skyscrapers" that disfigure some of our large cities

have not been allowed to grow in Boston, the limit of height

of buildings being established by statute.

On account of the narrowness of many of our business

streets the twenty-story buildings would be especially offensive

here in depriving us of light and fresh air. Even with the

present building limit some of our streets lined with new office

buildings look almost like canyons.

It is pleasant to be able to note a reaction against these

high buildings by some of our largest banking institutions, in

the erection of structures for their own use.

The good example set by Kidder, Peabody & Co, has been

followed by the New England Trust Co., in the construction

of their new building, now approaching completion, on land

adjoining that of the bankers just referred to. The new bank

building for the Suffolk Savings Bank is only about 50 feet

high, and the Back Bay Branch of the State Street Trust Co.

is a one-story structure.
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In conclusion, seeing that our past efforts have been in a

large degree successful in pleasing strangers visiting our city,

let us feel encouraged to continue our efforts in that direction.

I desire here cordially to thank the several officers of the So-

ciety for their kind and efficient co-operation. It certainly is

a pleasure to serve where one has such excellent support and

action to carry on our work. There is always enough to do,

and I am gratified to note that there is no lack of efficient

workers to do it. We will, therefore, continue, I trust, to use

our best efforts to promote the study of the history of Boston

and to preserve its antiquities, knowing that thus far our

efforts have received hearty endorsement from the public.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS.

The Rev. Joshua P. Bodfish, in behalf of the Directors,

presented their annual Report :
—

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of tJie

Bostonian Society :—
At the close of the year 1905 there were in the Society,

Honorary Members .... 2

Life Members . . . . .574
Annual Members . . . . .529

A total of . . . . .1,105

Showing the same number of Honorary Members, an increase

of 9 Life Members, and a decrease of 22 Annual Members

during the past year.

The resignations have been few, which shows a gratifying

interest on the part of our membership in the objects of the

Society ; but the losses by death have been large, and the

Directors would again urge upon the members the importance

of interesting their friends in our work. It is necessary that

there should be constant accessions to our rolls to keep the

ranks full, and provide means to carry on the important ends

which the Society is striving to accomplish.
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VISITORS.

The number of visitors to the rooms of the Society in

1905, who registered, is as follows :

From Boston . . . . . 1,711

" elsewhere in the United States . 8,375

" foreign countries .... 403

A total of .... 10,489

These figures indicate that about 75,000 persons have visit-

ed the Old State House and its interesting collections during

the past year.

The educational value of our exhibit of antiquarian relics is

admitted by all, and the great number of visitors from foreign

countries, and elsewhere in the United States, proves the

attractiveness of the historical treasures assembled in our

cabinets, as well as of the venerable building which contains

them.

MONTHLY MEETINGS.

The following papers have been read before the Society

during the year 1905 :

January 10: Annual Address, by President Curtis Guild.

February 14: "Josiah Ouincy, the Great Mayor," by James

Phinney Munroe.

March 14: "Patrick Henry," by George S. Mann.

April II : "The Practice of Medicine in New England be-

fore 1700," by Francis H. Brown, M. D.

May 9 : "Four Threatened Historic Sites : St. Paul's and

Park Street Churches, the Federal Street Theatre, and the

Paul Revere House; their History in the Past, 1630-1800,"

by Walter Kendall Watkins.

October 10: "The Boston Port Bill and its Results," by

Chas. G. Chick.

November 14: "Fisher Ames," by Frank Gaylord Cook.

December 12 : "Boston when Ben Franklin was a Boy," by

the Rev. Anson Titus.



The papers have been very interesting and many of great

historical value, and it is hoped that some of them, at least,

may be given to the Society for publication in our Annual

Proceedings.

The large attendance of our lady members and friends at

the meetings is very gratifying, and augurs well for the future

of the Society.

NECROLOGY.

During the last year we have learned of the deaths of forty-

five members of the Societ)'. Their names are as follows :

DIED IX 1904.

Mrs. Sarah Augusta Galloupe, born in Beverly, Aug. 26,

1827, died in Swampscott, June 22.

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Meredith, born in Boston, Oct. 17,

1826, died in Boston, Dec. 12.

DIED IN 1905.

Jonathan Harrington Mann, born in Boston, June 3, 1825,

died in Boston, Jan. 6.

Lucius Poole, born in Salem, January 3, 1833, died in Bos-

ton, Jan. 10.

Hiram Whittington, born in Cohasset, Nov. 6, 1843, clied in

Boston, Jan. 31.

Francis Abbot Goodhue, born hi Brooklyn, N. Y., June 19,

1850, died in Boston, Jan. 31.

George Walker Weld, born in Boston, Sept. 3, 1840, died

in Boston, Feb. 14.

Joshua Crane, born in Boston, March 27, 1828, died in Ded-

ham, Feb. 2 1

.

Mrs. Martha Pickman Codman, born in Salem, Nov. 17,

1835, died in New York, N. Y., Feb. 27.

George Henry Morse, born in Roxbury, Jan. 3, 1839, died

in New York, N. Y., March 4.

Henry Ransford Reed, born in Chelmsford, Aug. 23. 1837,

died in New York, N. Y., March 14
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Atherton Thayer Brown, born in Boston, Aug. 6, 1825, died

in Boston, March 21.

Mrs. Mary Stuart Jackson, born in Boston, Dec. 26, 1851,

died in Boston, March 27.

William Henry Pulsifer, born in Boston, Nov. 18, 1831, died

in Washington, D.C., April 9.

William Dade Brewer, born in Boston, Nov. 26, 1825, died

in Newton, April i 5

.

Henry Whittemore, born in New York, N. Y., Jan. 18, 18 13,

died in Boston, May 4.

James Clarke Davis, born in Greenfield, Jan. 19, 1838, died

in Boston, May 1 1

.

Mrs. Eliza Fox Curtis, born in Boston, Dec. 22, 1825, died

in Bo-ston, May 18.

Davies Wilson, born in Cincinnati, Ohio, Aug. 16, 1830,

died in Cambridge, May 19.

William Fuller Tufts, born in Charlestown, April 2, 1828,

died in Brookline, May 24.

Mrs. Emily Warren Appleton, born in Boston, May 10, 18 18,

died in Boston, May 29.

Joshua Montgomery Sears, born in Yarmouth, Dec. 25,

1854, died in Southboro, June 2.

Robert Charles Winthrop, born in Boston, Dec. 7, 1834,

died in Boston, June 5.

Henry Francis Naphen, born in Roscommon, Ireland, Aug.

14, 1852, died in Boston, June 8.

Joseph Story, born in Marblehead, Nov. 11, 1822, died in

Boston, June 22.

Charles Wright Spring, born in Brighton, Sept. 25, 1841,

died in Boston, July 8.

Samuel Stevens Coffin Williams, born in Boston, April 7,

1848, died in Brookline, July 14.

Mrs. Amelia Grigg Merrill, born in Roxbury, Dec. 25, 1830,

died in Boston, July 3 1

.

Rhodes Lockwood, born in Boston, Sept. 26, 1839, died in

Somerville, Aug. 3.

Charles Amos Cummings, born in Boston, June 26, 1833,

died in Asticou, Me., Aug. 11.
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Francis Stowell, born in Charlestown, June 25, 1825, died

in Boston, Aug. 22.

Oliver Stevens, born in Andover, June 22, 1825, died in

Andover, Aug. 23.

Timothy Thompson Sawyer, born in Charlestown, Jan. 7,

1 81 7, died Sept. 4.

Benjamin Barstow Torrey, born in Pembroke, Nov. 22, 1837,

died in Brookline, Sept. 11.

Elijah Brigham Phillips, born in Sutton, Aug. 20, 18 19, died

in Brookline, Sept. 13.

Patrick Andrew Collins, born in Fermoy, Ireland, March

12, 1844, died at Hot Springs, Va., Sept. 14.

Francis Howard Peabody, born in Springfield, Oct. 9, 183 1,

died in Beverly, Sept. 22.

Daniel Appleton, born in Marblehead, Sept. 29, 1825, died

in Hampton, N. H., Oct. 12.

John Caldwell Baird, born in Boston, Aug. 16, 1851, died

in Boston, Oct. 16.

John Stanhope Damrell, born in Boston, June 29, 1828,

died in Boston, Nov. 3.

Willian Lindley Alden, born in Bangor, Me., May 18, 1862,

died in Boston, Nov. 19.

Mrs. Cynthia Coggeshall Roby, born in New Bedford, Aug.

23, 1832, died in Wayland, Nov. 20.

Francis Skinner, born in Boston, Sept. 3, 1840, died in

Boston, Nov. 24.

William Kilham Porter, Jr., born in Boston, Feb. 23, 1870,

died in Boston, Dec. 18.

Mrs. Rebecca Andrews Greene, born in Boston, Dec. 14

1 84 1, died in Boston, Dec. 22.

George Allen Dary, born in Taunton, Nov. 30, 1842, died

in Boston, Dec. 30.

Messrs. Brewer, Cummings, Davis, Morse, Poole, Porter,

Pulsifer, Reed, Sears, Skinner, Stevens, Whittington, Wil-

liams, Wilson and Winthrop, and Mesdames Appleton, Cod-

man, Curtis, Galloupe, Jackson, Merrill and Roby were life

members.
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Messrs. Alden, Appleton, Baird, Brown, Collins, Crane,

Damrell, Dary, Lockwood, Mann, Naphen, Peabody, Phillips,

Sawyer, Spring, Story, Stowell, Torrey, Tufts, Weld and

Whittemore, and Mesdames Greene and Meredith were an-

nual members.

Twenty-two life members and twenty-three annual members

have deceased— a total of forty-five. They have gone to

their reward. Let those of us who remain close up the

ranks, and endeavor to interest new friends in the work of

the Society.

We sincerely regret the loss of so many members, eminent

as they were in the life of our city. Among them we deeply

deplore the loss of our deceased Mayor, Patrick A. Collins.

Mayor Collins was born in Fermoy, County Cork, Ireland,

March 12, 1844. He was the youngest of a large family, and

was only three years old when his father died. His mother

came to the United States in 1848, and settled in Chelsea,

Mass., where her son received a common school education.

He met many vicissitudes in his early years,— first, as errand

boy in the office of a Boston lawyer, then as clerk in a Chelsea

store, then as coal-miner in Ohio, then working at the uphol-

stery trade in Boston, and giving his leisure hours to study.

Graduating with honor from the Harvard Law School in 1871,

he was admitted to the bar in that year, and continued in the

practice of his profession until his death, with the interrup-

tions his public office occasioned. He was a member of both

branches of the Massachusetts Legislature, Judge-Advocate

General of the State, and member of Congress for three terms.

He was on the Judiciary Committee during his whole service

at Washington, and was prominently engaged with many im-

portant measures, including the Bankruptcy Bill. In 1888 he

peremptorily refused the use of his name for further Congres-

sional honors. He was permanent chairman of the National

Democratic Convention, held at St. Louis in 1888, and was

delegate to the Chicago Convention in 1892, when his cele-

brated speech seconding the nomination of Mr. Cleveland was

made.



During President Cleveland's administration he represented

the United States as Consul-General in London. Mayor Col-

lins was a born leader of men, and certainly contributed his

share to keep the State of his adoption well in the van of

progressive, Hberal and intelligent life. His ability, both at the

bar and in public affairs, attracted the attention of all classes

of citizens throughout the United States. A brilliant debater,

a forcible and eloquent speaker, gifted with a thoroughly

equipped and well-balanced mind, he furnished a conspicuous

example of what a fine combination can be made of Irish and

American stock. He probably exerted a stronger influence

upon the men of his race in America than any other living

man, as the part he took in the campaign of 1884 amply de-

monstrated. His vigilance and untiring industry in watching

over the interests of the city of Boston during his term as

Mayor are too fresh in our memory to need rehearsal. At
his untimely death the outpouring of grief at his loss was

most remarkable. All classes, creeds and nationalities seemed

eager to honor his memory and to hold up his example as an

inspiration to younger men in political life. He has passed

from us, but his meritorious labors will not be forgotten. May
he rest in peace.

The Hon. Timothy T. Sawyer, who was a Mayor of Charles-

town before its annexation to Boston, died in Magnolia, Mass.

He was deeply interested in the local history of the larger

Boston, and author of numerous essays on the subject, notably

"Old Charlestown," published a few years ago. At the last

meeting of the Bunker Hill Monument Association before his

death, that body passed a Resolution congratulating him on the

completion of fifty years of service as one of their directors.

The Society and the city of Boston have sustained another

loss in the death of our fellow-member, Joshua Montgomery

Sears. He was the only son of Joshua Sears, and was born in

Yarmouth, Mass., on Christmas Day, 1854. His father, who

came of an old Cape Cod family, started in business without

capital, and within a few years became one of the wealthiest of

Boston's East India merchants, but died while his son was



quite young. Alpheus Hardy, one of the trustees of the

Sears estate, was a most faithful guardian of the boy, who

was educated partly in Germany and partly at Yale College,

where he graduated with the class of 1877. ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^

the heaviest individual tax-payers in Boston, and the owner

of the Sears Building, on the corner of Court and Washington

Streets, which is one of our handsomest buildings. Though

the care of his large property required his constant attention,

he found time for much practical philanthropy. Among his

public charitable works was the West End Workingmen's

Club.

In connection with Bishop Phillips Brooks, Alpheus Hardy,

and others, Mr. Sears organized the Poplar Street Club, the

purpose of which was to counteract the influence of the saloon

among the poorer classes. Mr. Sears also presented the Epis-

copal parish at Marlboro, Mass., with a fine new edifice. He
was an ardent amateur musician, and was also a prominent

patron of art, his collection being one of the best in New
England. He was a member of the Somerset, Union, Country

and St. Botolph Clubs, and of the Eastern Yacht Club. Mr.

Sears was called "The Boston Astor," and, like the Croesus

of the metropolis, he was extremely modest, unassuming and

quiet in his tastes, and beloved by all who knew him.

The Directors regret exceedingly that they are to lose the

services and companionship of Mr. Benjamin C. Clark, who
has served on the Board of Directors continuously since 1 890.

His services to the Society have been invaluable ; always most

prompt and punctual in his attendance at the meetings, earnest

in the performance of any service requested of him, his mature

judgment and great business experience, and his genial pres-

ence, will be sorely missed by his fellow Directors. The
Society owes him a debt of gratitude, for he proved an ideal

Director. The only regi-et we have is that he positively de-

clined a re-nomination.

The Society has now an established reputation and influence

for good in the community, and enters upon the new year

with prospects of increasing usefulness. On the second of
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next December will occur the twenty-fifth anniversary of our

incorporation. We hope to see it celebrated by fitting obser-

vances.

Respectfully submitted,

Joshua P. Bodfish,

For tJie Directors.

January g, igo6.

When the reading of the Report of the Directors had been

concluded, on motion of Mr. Coolidge, dvily seconded by Mr.

Hunnewell, both of whom made extended remarks, it was

unanimously

" Voted, That the Bostonian Society regrets to learn that

Mr. Benjamin C. Clark declines to serve longer on its Board

of Directors.

•' His constant and unremitting service for fifteen years has

been of great value, and the Society cannot allow this oppor-

tunity to pass without expressing its great appreciation of the

careful attention which he has always given to its interests

and purposes. In reluctantly accepting his declination, and

believing that he will still retain a personal interest in its ob-

jects, the Society assures him of its regard and respect, and

extends to him its best wishes for his continuous health and

happiness."

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE
LIBRARY.

Seventy-seven volumes and eighty-six pamphlets have been

added to the Library of the Society during the year 1905, and

the Committee have expended during the same period the sum

of $160.73 for additional shelf-room and the purchase and

binding of books.

The Committee are glad to announce that during the past

year a book-plate has been given to the Society by a member,

Mr. Charles H. Taylor, Jr. It is most appropriate in design,

and is the handiwork of Elisha B. Bird, the well-known Boston
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designer. It will be placed in all publications of the Society.

We are ver)- fortunate in having in our Library a full set of

the New England Historical and Genealogical Register, that

great storehouse of family history. The present value of this

publication is to be greatly enhanced by the issue of a Con-

solidated Index of the first fifty volumes, covering the years

1847 to 1896, inclusi\'e ; and the Committee congratulate all

students who are interested in the genealogies of early Boston-

ians for this valuable addition to their working tools. No
other publication in the country of this character surpasses the

Register in the extent of material which it supplies, or the

care given to its preparation. This new Index will be widely

appreciated.

The Society has in process of compilation a series of news-

paper obituaries of persons who have deceased in Greater

Boston, and the material of the years 1904 and 1905 is now
suitably arranged. This new series will supplement the twelve

volumes of obituaries in the possession of the Society which

were arranged by the late Ezra Forristall, of Boston. They
embrace the years from 1876 to 1895, and are international

in scope. Suitably indexed, they are of value to the student

of local history, often supplementing the information given in

the Genealogical Register. The interval from 1895 to 1904
should be supplied, to make a complete series, and the Society

would gratefully accept and duly acknowledge such a gift.

Another most important addition to the Library during the

past year, bearing on our local history, was the gift of bound

volumes of Gleason's and of Ballou's Pictorial for the years

1854, 1855 and 1856, from a member, Mr. Shepard D. Gil-

bert. They are the more acceptable, inasmuch as they com-

plete the Society's set of this well-known Boston illustrated

newspaper of fifty years ago.

Other interesting additions are "The Salisbury Memorials,"

from Mrs. Edward E. Salisbury, who with her late husband.

Prof. Edward E. Salisbury, of Yale University, compiled the

work; "The Life of John Albion Andrew," and "The Life

and Correspondence of Henry Ingersoll Bowditch," from a
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member, Benjamin C. Clark ;
" Sir Ferdinando Gorges " and

" John Checkley," publications of the Prince Society, purchased
;

Vital Records, to 1850, of the following city and towns of

Massachusetts : Boxford, Charlton, Marblehead, Medway, New-
ton, Oakham, Oxford, Palmer and Rutland, and " Massachu-

setts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War," Vol.

XIII, containing names from Rea to Sey, both from the Hon.

William M. Olin, Secretary of State of Massachusetts ; Records

of the Court of Assistants of Massachusetts Bay, Vol. II, from

the Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts
;

"Ancient Middlesex," from the author, Levi S. Gould; and a

Memoir of Henry Lee, from the author, John T. Morse, Jr.

For the Committee,

James L. Whitney. Walter K. Watkins,

Francis H. Brown, Frederick L, Gay.

Albert A. Folsom,

December JI, igOf,.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ROOMS.

The record of additions to the collections of the Society

during the year 1905 shows many interesting relics connected

with the past history of the city, whose antiquities it is the

duty of the Bostonian Society to preserve.

Thus year by year the collections have been increased, until

the Society is now the possessor of an exhibition of memorials

of former days which is a continual source of interest to the

many thousands of persons who visit the Old State House

each year.

Perhaps the most notable addition to the collections, while

not directly connected with our Boston in New England, will

serve as a reminder of our mother town of Boston in Old

England. It is an ingenious model of the famous St. Botolph's

Church, one of the largest parish churches in England, and

was given to the Society by Miss Martha H. Brooks, of Brook-

line. It is interesting for two reasons : it was made about
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fifty years ago by Mr. Thomas B. Brooks, of Boston, an uncle

of Bishop Brooks ; and attention has been called to this church

during the past two years because of the suggestion that it

serve as the model for the Cathedral of the Protestant Episco-

pal Church in the Diocese of Massachusetts, which it is hoped

will be built in Boston before many years. The Committee

have had a glass case constructed for its exhibition, and it has

been placed in the Representatives' Hall, where it is an object

of much interest.

A large cannon, lately given to the Society, is evidently a

relic of ancient war times, but its history is yet to be written.

It was raised in front of the Charlestown Navy Yard by a

dredger, and was transported from there, with filling, to the

locality of the new Charles River Dam. It was discovered in

the process of placing the filling, and when the incrustation

had been removed, a cannon of about five feet in length was

brought to view. It is of a pattern which was used both in

the Revolutionary War arid in the War of 1812,

The Committee desire to express their appreciation of the

faithful service of Mr. Merrill N. Boyden, for many years a

custodian of the Society, who still has a claim to their remem-

brance. Intimately connected with this city from boyhood to

old age, its history became to him an open book, and he im-

parted this knowledge freely and with characteristic courtesy

to all who sought it.

The Committee have expended during the past year, from

an appropriation of $150, the sum of $147.73 J^or the main-

tenance of the rooms of the Society ; and during the same

period the sum of $719.04 has been received from the sale of

souvenirs and publications.

For the Committee,

Levi L. Willcutt, Charles H. Taylor, Jr.,

James F. Hunnewell, The President,

David H. Coolidge, The Clerk

Francis H. Manning,

December ^I, igo§.

V ex officiis.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS.

The Committee on Publications present their annual Report,

for the year 1905, as follows :
—

The careful reproductions, in color, of early prints and maps

relating to the ancient days of Boston which have appeared

annually in our Proceedings since the issue of 1901, have ex-

cited great interest, which is not confined to the members of

the Society. They have proved very attractive to the visitors

to our rooms in the Old State House,— so much so that new-

editions of some of them have already been called for, and

have found purchasers.

Last year, it will be remembered, the frontispiece showed

State Street as it was about sixty years ago, and this year our

Annual Proceedings will contain a view of King's Chapel Bury-

ing-ground, giving a glimpse of the grounds in front of the City

Hall and the statues of Franklin and Quincy. The picture is

from an original pastel in the Society's collection, by the well-

known artist, Mr. J. Rogers Rich, one of our members.

King's Chapel Burying-ground is the oldest in Boston,

though the exact date of its having been set apart for that

purpose is not certainly known. Shurtleff says that the first

interment here was on the i8th of February, 1630, when, as

we learn from Winthrop's Journal, " Capt, Welden, a hopeful

younge gent. & an experienced soldier .... was buryed at

Boston w*'^ a military funeral." Gov. Dudley adds the further

information that he "was buryed as a souldier, with three

volleys of shott." In this burying-ground lie the remains of

Gov. Winthrop of Massachusetts, his son and grandson who

were Governors of Connecticut, Gov. Shirley, Lady Andros,

several of the pastors of the First Church in Boston, and

many other well-known characters, famous in the annals of

our city. Here, it is claimed, repose the ashes of Mary Chil-

ton, who, as a familiar tradition tells us, was the first woman

of the Mayflower passengers to land on Plymouth Rock.

The graves of Major Thomas Savage, an early commander
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of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, and of

Capt. Roger Clap, for many years commander of the Castle

(where Fort Independence now stands), are also in this Ceme-

tery. Though the original of our illustration is a modern

work, yet the Committee are confident that this view of one

of Boston's "ancient land-marks" will be of interest to our

members.

During the year the Committee, having been duly authorized

by the Directors, have revived the plan undertaken by their

predecessors several years ago, of publishing for the members,

in separate volumes, some of the papers which have been read

before the Society at its monthly meetings. These essays,

entitled, " Publications of the Bostonian Society," relate to the

history of our city and the men who have been prominent in

its past. The second volume has just been issued, a limited

edition on fine paper (three hundred and fifty copies only)

having been printed from type. It is handsomely bound in

red and buff buckram, and contains four papers, viz. :
—

"A Very Old Corner of Boston," read Feb. 14, 1888, by

Mr. James F. Hunnewell ; "Jean Le Febvre de Cheverus,

First Bishop of Boston," read April 12, 1904. by Francis

Hurtubis, Jr.,-Esq. ; "Anti-Slavery Days in Boston," read

May 10, 1904, by Mr. William Lloyd Garrison; "The Islands

of Boston Harbor," read Nov. 8, 1904, by Mrs. Julia K. Dyer.

The volume contains excellent portraits of Bishop Cheverus

and Mr. Garrison ; a reproduction of a rare old print giving a

view of the harbor islands as seen from Fort Hill, and also

one of the first maps of Boston Harbor, published in 1689.

In connection with the preceding volume the papers previ-

ously published by the Society have been assembled and bound

in buckram, in similar style with that, as Volume I of our

"Publications." These papers included "William Bla.xton,"

by the late Col. Thomas C. Amory; "Abel Bowen," by the

late Mr. William H. Whitmore, long our City Registrar, and

well known as a high authority on the early history of Boston
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and the genealogy of its older families ;
" Changes of Values in

Real Estate in Boston, the past One Hundred years," by Mr.

Alexander S. Porter. Mr. Whitmore's paper is copiously illus-

trated,— the original wood-cuts and copper-plates engraved by

Bowen, which are now owned by the Society, having been used

for this purpose ; these show accurate views of many of the

churches and public buildings in our city sixty years and more

ago. Both volumes are carefully indexed. Due announce-

ment was made by circulars to the members, who were given

an opportunity to subscribe at three dollars for the set, uni-

formly bound. The response has been very gratifying, nearly

the whole edition having been called for in advance of publica-

tion. The Committee are considering the preparation of a

third volume, which it is hoped may be issued before the

close of the coming year.

For the Committee,

Benjamin C. Clark, John W. Farwell,

RuFUS G. F. Candage, Edward B. Reynolds.

Charles F. Read, Clerk

December JI, igo^.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

The Committee herewith present their annual Report for

the year 1905.

The Permanent Fund of the Society, which amounted to

$38,896,81 at the close of the year 1904, has been substan-

tially increased during the year just closed, the fees from

seventeen new Life Members and the accumulation of interest

contributing largely to this gratifying condition.

The Committee desire gratefully to acknowledge the receipt

of a legacy of $3,000 by the Will of the late Robert C. Win-

throp, Jr., for many years one of our Life Members. It is

evidence of his life-long interest in historical matters that he

should have bequeathed so substantial a sum of money to :he
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Society, whose aim it is to study the history and preserve the

antiquities of Boston, his native city.

The result of these additions to the funds is that on Dec.

31, 1905, the invested Permanent Fund amounted to $38,000,

and there was at the same time on deposit at the New England

Trust Company, an uninvested balance of $4,888.94, making

a grand total of $42,888.94,— an increase from one year before

of $3,992.13.

For the Committee,

Curtis Guild, Benjamin C. Clark,

Levi L. Willcutt.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

December ;^I, igo^.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTTE ON NOMINA-
TIONS.

The Committee chosen to nominate Officers for the Society

for the ensuing year have attended to their duty, and recom-

mend the following names :

For Clerk and lyeasiirer.

Charles F. Read.

For Directors.

Curtis Guild,

Joshua P. Bodfish,

James F. Hunnewell,

David H. Coolidge,

Albert A. Folsom,

Levi L. Willcutt,

William T. R. Marvin,

Francis H, Manning,

Charles H. Taylor, Jr.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Robert B. Williams {CJiairmajt),

John A. Remick,

George D. Low,

William Grant James,

George S. Mann.
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The Report of the Committee was accepted, and on motion

the Society proceeded to ballot. The result, as announced by

the tellers, Messrs. Shepard D. Gilbert and George S. Mann,

showed the unanimous election of the candidates named on

the ballot.

It was voted that the President's Address and the Reports

of the several Committees, as presented, be printed in the

Annual Proceedings.

On motion, the Society adjourned.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

Boston, January g, igo6.



JOSIAH QUINCY, THE GREAT
;
MAYOR.

The following paper was read before the Society, February

14, 1905, by James Phinney Munroe :
—

" I give to my son, when he shall arrive to the age of fifteen

years, Algernon Sydney's works, John Locke's works. Lord

Bacon's works, Gordon's Tacitus, and Cato's Letters. May
the spirit of Liberty rest upon him !

" Such was the signifi-

cant legacy of one of the purest patriots of the Revolution,

Josiah Quincy, Jr., to one of the sincerest builders of the

Republic, his son, Josiah Quincy, 3d. And throughout that

son's long life, while a member of Congress and of both houses

of the Legislature, while President of Harvard University,

while Mayor of Boston, a lofty independence did indeed rest

upon the man whose life it is my privilege to review. What
a period was spanned by the career of that second Mayor of

this historic city ! His earliest memories were of Gage's

soldiers peering into the carriage windows as his mother and

he hastened out from beleaguered Boston ; the last tidings

which reached his sinking senses were of the closing of the

Union armies upon beleaguered Richmond. Josiah Quincy

might have heard the shots at Lexington which began, might

have heard the fusillades at Petersburg which completed the

splendid struggle for American liberty. He knew Washing-

ton ; he knew Lincoln ; and there was scarcely an American

statesman of the more than two intervening generations whom
he had not at least met. Predicting, almost from the adoption

of the Constitution, the rise and arrogance of the slave power,

he lived to see that power crushed,— and in no small degree

by the very States created to maintain it. Vowing himself

from early manhood to a public career, he was permitted to

fulfill that vow, not in just such wise as he intended, but still

with a wide range and broad activities. His life being almost

contemporaneous with the infancy and adolescence of the
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United States, he was conspicuously a mentor of that lusty-

child and youth ; and when, the best-known citizen of Boston,

he sank to his final sleep, he had seen that Republic, whose

birth-time was his own, just entering, with the close of the Civil

War, upon its true, and we pray its infinite, manhood among

the great nations of the world.

Singular, then, in its extraordinary length of years and its

varied usefulness, Josiah Ouincy's career was remarkable, too,

in that, though an American publicist, he was not a self-made

man. On the contrary, in the sense in which we may use the

word, he was an aristocrat ; by the modest standards of the last

century, he was rich. Moreover, he Avas liberally educated,

he was strikingly handsome, he was graceful and eloquent, and

behind him was the influence, through family alliance, of New

England's whole power and prestige. In short, every gift

which nature and fortune could provide was his. And mainly

for that reason, his career is of such importance at this time.

It is natural, of course, in a democratic country, it is still more

natural in a country pushed, by successive generations of fron-

tiersmen, across three thousand miles of territory, that our

great men should so largely have been poor boys, that our

leaders in city and state should painfully have climbed from the

bottom of the social ladder. And it is still more to be ex-

pected that our hero tales and our biographies should magnify

those self-made men, should emphasize in the life of every

prominent American the mean and sordid obstacles which he

had to overcome. But the urgent need of this country is not

for more self-made men ; it is that the men made by our vast

and expensive systems of education, men who are heirs to the

luxury, the refinement, the nice sense of aesthetic and ethical

values created by generations of toil, of aspiration, of seeking

for the high and good things of life, should take part in the

work of democracy ; that they should not, as the phrase is,

descend into politics, but that they should lift politics up to

them. The gravest menace to our social order is in the fact

that youth of inherited brains, culture and opportunity, young

men who need never seek money, young men who have every

I



thing to bring to the commonwealth, should not devote their

talents and their time to the public service ; but instead, should

either dissipate both in social inanities, or should consume

them in heaping up more riches for the mere vulgar pleasure of

accumulation. So crying is the country's need for the service

of well-born, well-educated, well-dowered youth, that history

and biography might well turn away completely for a time

from the self-made leader, and demand that the country be

officered by men of a more perfect manufacture.

Of the most exquisite patrician workmanship was Josiah

Quincy, the third of that name. Let us, therefore, since we

are to deal with an aristocrat, enter the long gallery of his

household and examine some of the ancestral portraits. Those

from England include many a county magnate, many a mem-
ber of that solid gentry which is really more noble than the

House of Peers. Of the American portraits, the first is that

of Edmund Quincy, who came to Boston in 1633 in the godly

society of the Rev. John Cotton. No artisan or servitor was

that Edmund Quincy. He was a man of property, bringing

with him six servants, and purchasing from Chickatawbut, the

Sachem of the Mos-Wachusetts, large tracts of land in Brain-

tree, some of which, though now in the city of Quincy, are

still family possessions.

See now the next portrait, that of the second Edmund
Quincy, son to the first ! He was a true English squire, living

on his Braintree estates and representing that part of the

Colony in the General Court. The next portrait is of his sister

Judith, wife to John Hull, the colonial mintmaster ; and beside

her is the picture of her lovely daughter, who married Judge

Samuel Sewall, and is said to have received as her dowry her

own plump weight in her father's pinetree shillings. Not far

from the portrait of the second Edmund Quincy are those of

his sons Daniel and Edmund, 3d. Behind Daniel opens

another gallery with faces best known of all those that Massa-

chusetts holds in honor, for this Daniel Quincy was the an-

cestor of John Adams, and the later Adamses. While Daniel

was the more honorable in his descendants, Edmund was the
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more distinguished in his own person, for he was Chief Justice

of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, and was sent by the

General Court on a special mission to England.

On either side of this Chief Justice Edmund Ouincy we see

the portraits of his two sons, Edmund the fourth, who is dis-

tinguished chiefly as the father of "Dorothy Q.," afterwards

Mrs. John Hancock ; and Josiah, the first of that name, who

married a Jackson and, through the fortunate capture by one

of his merchant vessels of a Spanish treasure ship, greatly in-

creased the family fortunes. As a consequence, at the age of

forty, this first Josiah Ouincy retired from mercantile affairs and

lived as a country gentleman on his estates at Braintree. He
was an intimate friend of Benjamin Franklin, and it is in a let-

ter from Franklin to this friend Ouincy that occurs the famous

and eternally true phrase :
" There never was a good war or a

bad peace."

This Colonel Ouincy (so styled to distinguish him from the

other Josiahs) had three sons : Edmund, Samuel, and the

famous patriot, Josiah Quincy, Jr. Edmund was a leading

merchant of the Boston of Revolutionary times, who died on a

voyage to the West Indies. Samuel was Solicitor-General for

the Colonies ; but electing the cause of the crown, he sailed

away with Gage's troops from Boston and never returned to

America.

The third son, Josiah Ouincy, Jr., was, physically and men-

tally, a flame of fire, the body rapidly wasting with disease,

the mind burning with unquenchable zeal. He lived with that

mental intensity and physical self-forgetful ness characteristic

of so many consumptives. Knowing that death must come to

him early, he would crowd the whole of life into a few short

years. So he threw himself into the cause of the outraged

Colonies with boldness, almost with abandon. Truly it took

courage to write for the public prints of 1767, even though

veiled under the name of " Hyperion," such words as these :

" Blandishments will not fascinate us, nor will threats of a

' halter ' intimidate. For under God we are determined that,

wheresoever, whensoever, or howsoever we shall be called to
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make our exit, we will die freemen." And when, on the

night of the Boston Tea Party, that Old South Meeting-house

over there was bursting with an excited multitude, waiting for

an answer from Hutchinson, Josiah Ouincy, Jr., stood in the

gallery and poured hot, rash speeches out upon the fevered

assembly. Harrison Gray, standing below, warned " the

young gentleman in the gallery " of the dreadful results of

such treasonable utterances. To which Ouincy retorted :
" If

the old gentleman on the floor intends, by his warning to ' the

young gentleman in the gallery,' to utter only a friendly voice

in the spirit of paternal advice, I thank him. If his object be

to terrify and intimidate, I despise him."

Quincy's greatest act, of course, was his defence, in associa-

tion with John Adams, of the perpetrators of the so-called

Boston Massacre. His friends remonstrated bitterly against a

course that threatened to undo his career and to nullify his

previous efforts against British tyranny. Notable is his writ-

ten reply to his father: .... "These criminals, charged with

murder, are not yet legally proved guilty, and therefore, how-

ever criminal, are entitled, by the laws of God and man, to all

legal counsel and aid :",..."! dare affirm that you and this

whole people will one day rejoice that I became an advocate

for the aforesaid 'criminals,' charged with the murder of our

fellow-citizens." And we do, indeed, rejoice ! Captain Pres-

ton, as you know, was acquitted of murder, and soon there-

after, young Quincy made a voyage to South Carolina in the

hope of at least a partial restoration of his health. Observing

there the working of the institution of slavery, especially in its

legal aspects, he wrote thus significantly :
" They (the South-

erners) would do well to remember that no laws of the (little)

creature supersede the laws of the (Great) Creator. Can the

institutions of man make void the decree of God }
"

In August, 1774, Josiah Ouincy, Jr., was chosen to go to

Europe on a secret mission to the friends of America. As
far as his letters and journals record it, this mission was most

successful. He found the supporters of the American cause

far more numerous than he had anticipated, and, with them,
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he made plans of so important a nature that they could not be

intrusted to letters, of so urgent a character that there was

nothing except for him to bring them, locked in his own

bosom, back to America. The tempestuous seas of March and

an access of his disease made such a course suicidal ; and, in

fact, the greatly prolonged voyage and the discomfort of the

ship proved too much for his feeble body. On April 26, 1775,

three days before the vessel made its port of Gloucester,

Josiah Quincy, Jr., breathed his last. He had fought against

death with all his unflagging courage, praying every hour that

he might live long enough to have but one interview with

Samuel Adams or Joseph Warren.

In 1769, this martyr to the cause of liberty had married

Abigail Phillips, daughter of William Phillips, and to them, on

the fourth of February, 1772, had been born a son, the Josiah

Quincy, 3d, whom we are to-day considering.

Left thus tragically a widow with this infant son, Mrs.

Quincy dedicated him to the public service and brought him

up with Spartan discipline. John Locke was then in vogue,

and Mrs. Quincy applied both the practical and the fantastical

precepts of that bachelor philosopher with the impartial literal-

ness of conscientious motherhood. Regardless of the weather,

the little Josiah was carried from his warm bed and plunged

thrice into water right from the well ; his feet, as Locke

absurdly prescribes, were kept as wet as the weather would

permit ; and in other ways more sensible, he was hardened to

the strenuous life of those rude days. As the times were not

advantageous to the settling of the child's considerable estate,

the young Quincy lived with his grandfather Phillips, and in

temporary dependence upon him. But the old gentleman was

not only a Puritan, he was an irascible one ; little Josiah

was noisy and high of spirit. Therefore, at the age of six,

his mother had no alternative but to send the youngster off to

Andover, to the Academy founded by his grandfather, to be

schooled by that stern Calvinist, the Rev. Eliphalet Pearson.

There for the first four years this little martyr sat upon a hard

bench four hours in the morning, four hours in the afternoon.
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conning Cheever's Accidence, of which, of course, not one sen-

tence was intelligible. His seat-mate was Capt. Cutts, a man
of thirty, who was trying thus late to repair his faulty educa-

tion ; and the only relief, in school, from the sombre company

of Cheever, the Rev. Eliphalet and the mature Captain, was in

the learning of Watts's Hymns, — to us a somewhat fearful

form of recreation.

By his tenth year, however, young Josiah, after floundering

through Cheever's Accidence twenty times, reached the firmer

ground of Caesar and Nepos. At fourteen he went to Har-

vard, and found no difficulty in finishing his course there with

such credit as to be honored at Commencement with the

English Oration. After graduation, his mother, from whom
he had been separated twelve years, took a house in Court

Street, and Josiah began the study of law with Col. William

Tudor, a man of large practice. He was determined, however,

that politics should be his career, and deliberately prepared

himself for them, as politics should be prepared for, in the

manner of one entering a profession.

I need not dwell upon the provincialism of the Boston of

those stage-coach days. As compared with our own, the life

of that time seems narrow and rather stupefying. But it was

simple, it was wholesome, it furnished a good soil in which to

ripen strong, earnest men of affairs, men who in politics and

in business would build soundly and solidly. It was an atmos-

phere that conspired, however, against Josiah Quincy. He
was so fortunately born that he had no need to earn a name

for himself ; his money prospects were so good that the law

was hardly more than an avocation ; his position was so secure

that no friend thought it necessary to push him forward
; there

was then, quite as strongly as now, a popular prejudice against

rich men seeking office ; a certain austerity made his entrance

into politics a difficult one. It was therefore much to the

credit of Quincy that he should have overcome these dis-

advantages, as real as would have been those of poverty and

obscurity. But first, he was to see the world and to get

married.
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The journey, carefully planned, ended almost as soon as

begun ; the marriage, as is the way of matrimony, was not

planned, but lasted most happily for fifty-three years. It

followed a real instance of love at first sight ; and the young

lady, Eliza Susan Morton, of New York, in a lifetime of devo-

tion and congenial companionship proved the wisdom of his

sudden choice. Nothing was said to his mother, however, of

his amorous state, and he started for New York (where, by

the way, letters of introduction to her relatives permitted him

to see much of Miss Morton), and journeyed thence to Phila-

delphia, where he visited his cousin John Adams (then Secre-

tary of State), and saw more or less of President Washington,

by whom he was not particularly impressed. From Phila-

delphia, he planned to travel on horseback to Charleston,

South Carolina, and to sail from that port for the grand tour

of Europe ; but he was summoned back by a mercantile failure

involving a portion of his fortune. He never thereafter went,

or seemed to care to go, abroad. In due time he announced

his engagement, married Miss Morton, and they came to live

with his mother, who had removed to a beautiful house on

Pearl Street, Boston. With his marriage, Josiah Ouincy's long

public career began.

I have gone into this somewhat extended, but I hope not

wearisome, account of the family history of Josiah Quincy, not

that I might,— as is too often the case with biographers,—
magnify the descendant through the aureole of his forbears,

but because, in presenting any historical portrait, one must

take heed to the background ; and with this second Mayor of

Boston, his background of family tradition was fundamental to

his career. When one looks at Greenough's statue of him,

over there in School Street, one must see that severe and

rather formal figure, not set against the City Hall of to-day,

with all which that implies ; one must see it, instead, backed

by the glow of the Revolution, by the atmosphere of aristo-

cratic habit which the Quincys brought from England, by the

golden mist of family tradition surrounding the early vision of

every son of the house. At heart Josiah Quincy was not a

J
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democrat, he was a patrician. As his father had solemnly

prayed, the mantle of liberty had fallen upon him : but it was

the liberty of England before the reform bill, the liberty of

gentlemen ; it was not at all the freedom for which America

was then groping, and to which it has yet by no means at-

tained. From his first entrance into politics Quincy was a

Federalist ; and he remained a Federalist to his dying day,

when a whole generation had forgotten what manner of belief

this Federalism was. For, like Boston, Federalism was not so

much a party as a state of mind ; like most states of mind

it was curiously contradictory ; and in Massachusetts it was

more strangely contradictory than anywhere else. Of that

Massachusetts Federalism— at least after the defection of

John Quincy Adams — Josiah Quincy was high-priest.

It is a difficult thing to define ; but, as I understand it,

this, roughly speaking, was the Federalism of Josiah Quincy's

time :— It believed in a centralized government
;
yet placed

New England above the nation, and Massachusetts above the

rest of New England. Having Washington as its leader,

Federalism regarded the Revolution as peculiarly its own
;
yet,

as Lowell truly says, the Federalists were the only Tory party

we have ever had. Assuming the attitude of defenders of the

Constitution, they nevertheless found themselves forced, by

Jefferson's policy, into a position bordering closely upon nul-

lification. Violently in disagreement with the South, it was

yet the Federalists who declared, through Quincy, that seces-

sion is sometimes right. Believing in commercial expansion,

they yet opposed the territorial expansion involved in the pur-

chase of Louisiana. Haters of England because of her past

tyrannies on land and of her present tyrannies on the sea, they

were driven, through their distrust of France, into a sort of

advocacy of Great Britain. As the party of foreign commerce,

they loved peace
;
yet they found themselves urging an unwil-

ling Congress to build up a navy to be used for war. Every step

leading to the War of 1812, that war itself, they opposed ; and

the lame and impotent conclusion of the struggle proved them

to have been right
;
yet that mad enterprise firmly established
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the party of Jefferson and absolutely killed theirs. In 1789,

Federalism, with Washington and Hamilton as its leaders, was

a supreme power; by 1815, it had become a disembodied

ghost, killed, primarily, by the French Revolution. For the

party battles of those twenty-five years were fought, not on

American but on foreign soil ; the real contest between the

party of Hamilton and the party of Jefferson was between

the limited, but true, democratic ideals of England, and the

illimitable but wholly illusory Liberie, egalite, fraternite of

France. Given time and strong leaders. Federalism might

perhaps have won ; but in its desperation it made the fatal

mistake of allying itself with Burr ; it committed the further

folly of calling, in time of war, the Hartford Convention ;
—

and its doom was sealed. Most of the principles of Federal-

ism lived as long as Mr. Ouincy, and are living to-day ; but

the party of Federalism died absolutely fifty years earlier

than he.

As representing, then, the Federalists, a hopeless minority

in the national Congress ; as a Bostonian of the Bostonians —
even at that day regarded by the rest of the country with a

curious mingling of deference and contempt ; as the advocate

of principles rather English than American, Josiah Ouincy, in

the very nature of things, could not reach that prominence in

the councils of the nation which his mental and oratorical

powers merited and which, there is every reason to believe, he

coveted.

Elected to the National House of Representatives in 1804,

he immediately began a special preparation for his duties by

reading and digesting all the political documents at his com-

mand, and by taking up (and this seems to hint of diplomatic

ambitions) the study of French. In Congress, Mr. Ouincy

early made himself a leader of the minority, and delivered a

number of notable and truly eloquent speeches against the

policies of Jefferson. As an official protector of the maritime

interests of New England, he urged the proper defence of the

coasts, a policy to which the Republicans were deeply opposed
;

as the champion of those same cruelly abused interests, he
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denounced the chimerical schemes of Jefferson for bringing old

England to terms through the ruin of New England's com-

merce. Always fearful of the growing power and pretension

of the South, Mr. Ouincy opposed every measure threatening

to extend slavery or giving representative power based on

servile population. Above all, he opposed that supreme

measure for increasing, as he believed, the power of the slave

States, the purchase of Louisiana. Historic is his great speech

against the Louisiana Purchase, for in it he enunciated thus

early that doctrine of States'-rights which was to vex the

country for years, and to lead finally to civil war. In arguing

that the administration had no right to purchase Louisiana

without first obtaining the consent of each one of the thirteen

original States, Mr. Ouincy said :— "It is my deliberate opin-

ion, that, if this bill passes, the bonds of this Union are vir-

tually dissolved ; that the States which compose it are free

from their moral obligations, and that, as it will be the right

of all, so it will be the duty of some, to prepare definitely for

a separation ; amicably if they can, violently if they must."

The time of his congressional service was distinctly a war

period ; and in the face of impending war, the minority party

is always in a difficult situation, so loud is the demand upon it

to bury principle under so-called patriotism. Mr. Ouincy did

not escape this dilemma of the minority leader, and it is too long

after the events intelligently to weigh his conduct. On the

whole it seems to have been wise ; and certainly it was always

honorable. Opposing in every way the approaching conflict

with Great Britain, which he rightly called a war of party, not

of the nation, he yet alienated many of his Federalist friends

by voting, when war seemed inevitable, for troops and muni-

tions. Determined not to lend himself, after it broke out,

even to the discussion of a conflict so obnoxious to his party,

he nevertheless found himself impelled by events to speak

;

and with especial vigor he denounced and ridiculed that most
fatuous of projects, the proposed invasion of Canada. This

was almost his last speech in Congress ; for, disgusted with

the trend of politics, wearied with the futile labors of a minority
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leader, Mr. Ouincy had absolutely refused renomination. He
therefore retired from Congress on March 4, 18 13, after eight

years of service, leaving Washington, as he declared, " with

the feeling of a man quitting Tadmor in the Wilderness,

'where creeping things had possession of the palaces, and

foxes looked out of the windows.'
"

Retiring to Massachusetts, he watched, with gloomy eyes,

the progress of the war, uttering in public speech and print

warnings against the course of Madison's administration. Ten
years before, just prior to his election to Congress, he had sat

in the Senate of Massachusetts. In 18 13 he was again elected

to that body and served honorably until 1820. But his bold-

ness of speech and his independence of mind, especially his

opposition to his party's policy in regard to the separation of

Maine from Massachusetts, so put him out of favor with the

party leaders, that he was flatly dropped by them in 1820.

So incensed were the voters of the party, however, by this

action of its managers, that they took steps for Mr. Ouincy to

represent them in the lower house of the Legislature, putting

him at the head of the ticket and electing him by a large

majority. In the following year he was chosen Speaker of the

State House of Representatives, an office which he was pecu-

liarly fitted to adorn, and the year after was re-elected to the

position. Before that session ended, however, he resigned

from the Legislature to accept the office of Judge of the

Municipal Court of Boston.

From the National Congress to a municipal judgeship may

seem a retrogression in public office ; but it did not so appear

to Mr. Ouincy, who not only made any position which he chose

to accept important, but who sought this variety of official

experience as a physician or a lawyer seeks opportunities of

widening his professional view. He realized that he was

taking part in the greatest political experiment which the

world has ever seen ; he appreciated that his generation would

have an enormous power in the right shaping of that experi-

ment ; and he desired to see the working of it and to influence

the trend of it upon as many sides as possible.
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Assisting, then, in both State and Nation, in this early and

pregnant translation of English into American forms and ideals

of democracy, Josiah Qaincy was next to take a vital part in

that equally important process, the evolution of the New Eng-

land town meeting into the administration of a modern city.

It is a curious commentary upon the perspective of even emi-

nent foreign writers upon America, that in a really admirable

review of the work of Josiah Quincy by Langel, all that, in an

article of sixty pages, he devotes to his work as Mayor of

Boston, is the following :
" Finally he concerned himself with

local politics."

In the long, varied and publicly important career of Mr.

Quincy, nothing else he did was of so much consequence to

his nation, nothing else he did has had such an influence upon

the development of America, as the six years which he spent

in the Mayor's chair. The population of Boston, early in the

nineteenth century, approached 40,000, and had quite out-

grown the town-meeting system of administration. A nursing

mother to democracy as that system bad been, Boston had

become too big for it and needed new sources of political

nourishment. So alive, however, were our forefathers to the

importance of the town meeting as an educator for citizenship,

that for a number of years they put up with its inconveniences

and even dangers, rather than enter upon untried paths. Mr,

Quincy himself opposed the city charter with much vigor,

even to the time of its adoption ; but when the town was

faially forced by the cumbersomeness of the old order to

change its administration, it was plain to everyone, it was

borne in upon Mr. Quincy himself, that he alone of her citi-

zens was fitted by position, temperament and knowledge of

the situation to undertake the difficult duties of transform-

ing Boston from a country town into a metropolis. By a

political combination, however, into which it is not necessary

to enter, Mr. Quincy, after having consented to run for Mayor,

found it expedient to withdraw his name in favor of his kins-

man, John Phillips, an honorable gentleman, who as first

Mayor of Boston, performed in a dignified, though rather
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perfunctory way, the more obvious duties of his executive

position.

Mr. Phillips's health being impaired, he refused to stand for

re-election ; and, the complications of the previous year having

been unravelled, Mr. Ouincy was elected, without opposition,

second Mayor of the City of Boston. And this was the situa-

tion which he found confronting him. He found Boston, —
for those days a considerable city,— still being administered

under village conditions. He found all the communal services,

such as street-cleaning, entirely inadequate, because of the

impossibility, under a town government, of securing the money

needed for those services, and of administering them in a cen-

tralized and economical way. He found,— for the reason that

the business of the city had long outgrown the grasp of the

town meeting,— much authority alienated from the citizens

and vested in committees having undefined, and therefore

wholly uncertain, powers. And he found a large proportion of

the inhabitants, in spite of the logic of the situation, still

fiercely insistent upon town-meeting methods and quite un-

willing to transfer their allegiance to the officers created by

the city charter. Himself but very recently an advocate of

the town meeting, a believer, theoretically at least, that Vox

populi, vox Dei, Mr. Ouincy had yet a mind so clear, a training

for politics so thorough, a view into the future so keen, that he

grasped the needs of the situation and saw matters so far gone

into disorder and towards disintegration that there could be

but one remedy,— a temporary, benevolent dictatorship. And
fortunate for Boston that just at this point in her history she

had at hand such a dictator as Josiah Ouincy ! Absolutely

incorruptible, perfectly fearless, indefatigable, fond of minutiae,

with a sternness of bearing and yet grace of manner enabling

him to overrule much opposition, he had also— what was

essential at that juncture— the spirit and attitude of the

English aristocrat, of the ruler of men by the divine right of

birth. Thus equipped, Mr. Quincy entered, in 1823, upon his

new and arduous duties ; and in the six years of his incum-
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bency he so wonderfully transformed this city as justly to

deserve the title of "The Great Mayor."

In the first place— and this, as his keen mind perceived,

was essential to his success— he made himself an autocrat by

assuming the headship of practically every committee of the

administration. In his "Municipal History of Boston " he is

careful to pay tribute to the zeal and wisdom of his associates

of the Board of Aldermen and City Council ; but it is clear in

every act and speech of Mr. Quincy's that those bodies were

but instruments serving to carry out his masterful and almost

sovereign will.

The first year of Mr. Quincy's incumbency was given mainly

to questions of municipal housekeeping : to problems of clean-

ing the streets and yards, and of removing garbage and other

nuisances. Such labor might be a fruitful theme, perhaps, for

the poetic prose of Carlyle or the prosaic poetry of Walt Whit-

man ; but it is not the kind of work which makes great repu-

tations ; it is neither intellectually stimulating nor aesthetically

refreshing. To every detail of this problem, however, Mr.

Quincy gave the vigor of his unusual mind and the zeal of his

extraordinary physical activity. How little the town had cared

for such matters is shown by the fact that, until this first term

of Mr. Quincy's, there had never been expended, in any year,

over $1000 for the cleaning of streets, the work of making

them decent having been left to suburban farmers who cleaned

when they felt like it, carried away only such dirt as seemed to

them valuable, and used in the removal of this and the more

noxious filth of the town open ox-teams whose slow progress

through the streets was a saturnalia of nastiness. Moreover,

upon Mr. Quincy's inauguration, the responsibility for this

part of the municipal housekeeping was divided among three

independent boards, with uncertain and overlapping powers.

By the end of his first year, however, the new Mayor had

brought it about that he, with his Board of Aldermen, should

have supreme control of the streets, and that the Board of

Health should have equal power over the household wastes
;

had banished the farmers and their oxen ; had given the city
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its first comprehensive cleaning with brooms, resulting in the

collection of 3,000 tons of dirt ; had made the care of the

streets a definite and systematic work of the city performed

by its own men and wagons ; had decreed regulations looking

to the regular and decent removal of garbage ; and had forced

the farmers to wholesome and proper methods in the cleansing

of the drains and cesspools.

Thus fortunately were the conflicting authorities over the

city's physical health disposed of ; but not so easily could he

handle that old and firmly entrenched board which supervised

the city's moral health, — the Overseers of the Poor. To
them Dr. Hale's definition of a board as a long, narrow body

which never comes to a point, may well be applied. One of

the hardest and most prolonged struggles of Mr. Ouincy's six

years in office was with those Overseers, — estimable but un-

enlightened gentlemen who clung equally to personal authority

and to antiquated methods of procedure. Under their regime,

the city's poor, whether such by age and infirmity or by vice

and crime, whether old men or boys, whether men or women,

whether sick or well, were herded together in an outgrown

building upon Leverett Street. To supersede this, a more

enlightened committee, in which Mr. Quincy had been active,

had proposed the purchase of sixty-three acres of land in what

was then the country region of South Boston, and the building

thereon of a house of industry, a house of correction and an

institution for juvenile offenders, leaving the infirm, respect-

able poor in the almshouse upon Leverett Street. It is not

necessary to enter into the details of this long-drawn contro-

versy in which Mr. Quincy finally triumphed ; but it is a

struggle worthy of the pen of 'Dickens ; and by following it

one appreciates, as in no other way, the enormous strides

which sociology in the last eighty years has made.

One gets a view, too, of the change which has come over

our cities through the increase of population and the influx of

foreign immigration, when one reads that the entire police

force at Mr. Ouincy's command embraced twenty-four con-

stables and eighty night-watchmen, of whom no more than
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eighteen were ever on duty at one time. Boston was then,

indeed, in spite of its size, a village of Puritans, every house-

holder constituting himself an officer of the law in his house,

in his shop, and even in the streets themselves. Nevertheless,

a city with such a wide commercial horizon as Boston's could

not be without at least some imported wickedness ; and for the

ill-disposed there had grown up a nest of evil houses with which

the constabulary declared themselves powerless to cope. Mr.

Quincy took the matter into his own hands and by skillful res-

urrection of old statutes against fiddlers and tipplers, suppressed

the musicians who played for the lewd dancing, closed the

saloons communicating with the evil houses, and thus brought

to a quick ending this flaunting of vice in the face of decency,

this threat to the lives of innocent passers-by. On the other

hand, when a formidable body of so-called good citizens tried

to suppress other disreputable places by mob violence, Mr.

Quincy, hastily organizing the truckmen of the city— strong-

handed and stout-hearted men— placed himself at their head

and, at no little danger to himself, dispersed the rioters. Not-

withstanding these incidents, the Mayor saw no reason to

increase the constabulary during his term of office ; but he

made it more efficient by putting it under the single and

responsible control of a City Marshal appointed by himself.

The next reform undertaken by Mayor Quincy was the re-

organization of the Fire Department. Impossible as it is now

to imagine it, that city of nearly 50,000 inhabitants, with its

buildings mainly of wood, was protected— or rather should

one say unprotected— against loss by fire by fourteen old tubs

without hose, worked by hand brakes, and kept filled by lines

of volunteer citizens, who were expected, upon an alarm of fire,

to rush to the scene with leathern buckets for water and a

canvas bag for loot. The fire companies were social rather

than municipal organizations ; they were separately governed

by " fire wards " chosen by popular vote ; their spirit was of

rivalry as to which should get closest to the fire rather than

as to which should save the most property ; and as to the

volunteer citizens, with their buckets and their bags, their run-
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ning hither and thither, their dropping out of line whenever

tired, their inclination rather to see the fun than to do the

work,— one may faintly picture what disastrous pandemonium

they created at a fire in those days.

New York and Philadelphia had for some time outgrown

such provincialism, and had established a paid fire service con-

trolled by a single responsible head and equipped with engines

of some power, using long lines of hose ; and Mr. Quincy, after

having studied the methods of those cities, proposed a similar

system for Boston. So sure were the fire companies, however,

of their hold upon the populace that, by asking for more pay

and privileges, they brought their power to an open test. The

Mayor refusing to grant their demands, the entire force, upon

a threatened day, resigned. Mr. Quincy immediately accepted

their resignations, appointed loyal citizens in their places, and

in a few hours created a new department. Having won this

first victory, he followed up his advantage by submitting his

plan for a new fire-service to the citizens, who, after much

violent haranguing and many appeals to the spirit of ancient

liberties, accepted it by a close vote, and the new order was at

once inaugurated. Modern, convenient engine houses were

built, the latest improved fire engines were ordered from New
York, lengths of hose sufficient to do away with the absurd

lines of citizens were bought, and throughout the city were

established huge cisterns for emergency water supplies, cisterns

which were picturesquely denounced as "inverted monuments

to Quincy 's extravagance."

The schools, also, engaged Mr. Quincy's earnest attention,

and his son, in that admirable memoir of him which is a model

for biographers, declares that, during his father's administra-

tion, they were in better condition than they ever before had

been. This, however, is but faint praise; for we know, from

Horace Mann's reports, what general inefficiency characterized

the public education of that time. From motives of economy

Mr. Quincy took one distinctly backward step in urging, and

with his accustomed mastery of the situation bringing about,

the abolition of the Girls' High School. This school had been
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earnestly desired by the people, but, in Mr. Quincy's opinion,

was far too great a burden upon the city, especially as it was

attended mainly by the daughters of men, as he declared,

amply able to pay for the private tuition of their girls.

The monumental work of Mayor Quincy's six administra-

tions was, of course, the great market-house usually called by

his name. The history of this extensive improvement— paral-

leled, in a way, by the erection of the South Terminal Station

under the third Mayor Quincy— is one of much interest to

the student of such matters, but would only weary a more gen-

eral audience. The result of years of work, of finesse, of bold

foresight met with every sort of denunciation and evil insin-

uation, is best summarized in Mr. Quincy's own words: "A
granite market house," he writes, " two stories high, five

hundred and thirty-five feet long, fifty feet wide, covering

twenty-seven thousand feet of land, including every essential

accommodation, was erected, at a cost of one hundred and fifty

thousand dollars. Six new streets were opened, and a seventh

greatly enlarged, including one hundred and sixty-seven thous-

and square feet of land ; and flats, docks, and wharf-rights

obtained, of the extent of one hundred and forty-two thousand

square feet. All this was accomplished in the centre of a pop-

ulous city, not only without any tax, debt, or burden upon its

pecuniary resources,— notwithstanding, in the course of the

operations, funds to the amount of upwards of eleven hun-

dred thousand dollars had been employed, — but with large

permanent additions to its real and productive property."

But, as Mr. Quincy foresaw from the beginning and pre-

dicted in terms in his first inaugural, such dictatorship as his

could not long be brooked by a population already uneasy

under the changes from the old order and the increased taxa-

tion. Elected in the first place by a vote practically unani-

mous, the Mayor each year saw, as he expected, the opposition

polling a large and larger vote, until, at the end of his sixth

term, it became plain that he could not be re-elected, and he

refused, therefore, to be a candidate. The reaction, earnestly

fostered by the old fire companies, disgruntled boards and other
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vulsions inevitable under popular government, went from bad

to worse, until relief was sought in the Legislature. Unfor-

tunately it has been sought there again and again until this

city has almost ceased to govern herself, the citizens weakly

inviting the rule of men from other parts of Massachusetts,

rather than to take the trouble of re-assuming the burden of

self-government.

Scarcely had he left the mayoralty than Mr. Quincy was

elected to the presidency of Harvard University, in succession

to Dr. Kirkland. While wholly honorable to himself and

beneficial to the University, this part of Mr. Quincy 's career

was probably the least important to history of all his public

service.

The modern conception of a college president as a great edu-

cational administrator, as a high leader of thought, as a moulder

of civic and national life, had not then arisen. Mr. Ouincy's

genius, therefore, which would have eminently fitted him for

such a part, could not at that time be of avail, for the conserva-

tism of the community would not have permitted him thus to

exercise it. On the other hand, he had not that peculiar genius

as a leader of young men which distinguished such presidents

as Mark Hopkins and Eliphalet Nott, men who made men by

a sort of infusion into their pupils of their own great spirits.

Rather did Mr. Quincy follow the traditional conception of a

college presidency as a safe haven after the turmoils of public

or ecclesiastical life, a haven in which a man of eminence

might ride out, in dignified anchorage, his declining years. It

is true that his successor, President Walker, called him the

great organizer of the University ; it is true that he did much

to place the disordered finances of the University upon a

sound and healthy basis ; it is true that he advocated a certain

freedom in study which has over-developed itself into the pres-

ent free elective system ; it is true that he wrote a useful, if

quite uninspired, history of the college ; and it is eminently

true that as a figure-head in the many semi-public functions in

which Harvard properly takes a leading part, Mr. Quincy's
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patrician grace of form and bearing, and his dignity of manner

made him honorably conspicuous. Moreover, he was active in

building Gore Hall and in establishing the Observatory and

the School of Law. Those, indeed, are his three chief monu-

ments at the University ; and it were, perhaps, ungrateful to

ask larger memorials of his sixteen years in the Harvard presi-

dency.

In 1845, being then in his 74th year, Mr. Ouincy retired

from Harvard and prepared to enjoy in honored leisure his

probably short remaining span of life. As it proved, however,

he had still nineteen more years of usefulness ; and these were

beautifully spent by him in literary and agricultural pursuits ;

in occasional public appearances ; especially in the calm role of

a philosopher wise through age, serene through experience, to

whom men gladly turn for counsel in perplexity, for admoni-

tion in their hot-headed haste. Spending his winters in the

comfortable Park Street house, and his summers on his wide

acres at Quincy, he walked slowly and always erect, clear-

minded, sunny-tempered, down the autumn slope of life, death

meeting him, in his ninety-third year, as the rich glow of the

sunset meets and enwraps the traveller whom we on the hill-

top of middle life see one moment sharply limned against the

sky and whom, the next moment, we lose in the deepening

glory of the all-sheltering night.

Some men are made great by the positions which they occupy

;

the positions which Josiah Quincy occupied were made great

by him. It is easy to say that by joining the political majority

his might have been a supreme national instead of a leading

Massachusetts name ; but the finest service that a man can

render in a Republic is to be a true, an incorruptible, an un-

swerving leader of the minority. Genuine criticism, honest

opposition, courageous denunciation of the majority, are ab-

solutely essential to democratic government ; and I do not

hesitate to say that Ouincy did ten tim.es the service to his

country in leading the opposition than he could have per-

formed had he had all the hosts of Jefferson at his beck

and call.
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It may be said, further, that his talents were too high for

such places as a municipal judgeship and the mayoralty of a

fledgling city. No man's talents are too high for the doing of

any honorable work for his city or his State ; and unless men

of the stamp of Josiah Quincy learn this lesson, the Republic

which should be the anxious care of its best sons will fall a

prey to its corruptest offspring. Again it may be said, — and

truly said, — that in assuming autocratic power as Mayor, Mr.

Quincy gave a wrong impetus to municipal government, a

trend from which our cities, with their bosses and their depend-

ence upon State Legislatures, are to-day sadly suffering. But

Mr. Quincy could not foresee this ; he could only do, as he did,

the work at hand in the best way at that time possible. The

situation confronting him was so bad that only a dictatorship

could remedy it ; and he sacrificed his own peace, he sacrificed

his popularity, in order to perform his duty.

Duty, courage, probity, — these were the moral springs of

his career. Were he standing on the floor of Congress beard-

ing the vituperative Henry Clay, or were he listening to the

plea of some police court outcast, his single aim was to achieve

the right. Were he e.xposing, in bitter words, the true motives

of the fiery slave-holders, or were he calmly disdaining their

challenges to duel, his moral courage never flinched. In all

his positions of trust, in all the large opportunities for good

and for evil that came to him, his private interests never once

eclipsed or even shadowed his clear vision of the public good.

Of a noble race, he kept untarnished its great name. Heir to a

conspicuous patriotism, he cherished and increased that splendid

heritage. In his life he ennobled living ; in his death he made

dying beautiful ; in his varied work he demonstrated the high

possibilities of intelligent and devoted citizenship ; in the way

that work was done, he set before the men of his and of every

generation a standard which some have achieved and to which

others may attain, but which few or none can surpass.
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BOSTON WHEN BEN. FRANKLIN WAS A BOY.

The following paper was read before the Bostonian Society,

December 12, 1905,* by the Rev. Anson Titus:—

Ben. Franklin was a Boston boy, born in January, 1706,

attended its grammar schools, partially learned a trade, and

removed to Philadelphia in the autumn of 1723, at the age of

nearly eighteen years. These years, 1 706-1 723, are those

possessing many interests. The town and the Province in

every department of life were influenced by them. It is our

purpose to treat of them, as having to do with the people

and influences at large, and with the early unfolding of the

career and character of Franklin himself. Boston is a unique

town, and Franklin was a unique man. Franklin may have

gone afar, but he never forgot the friends of his youth, nor

the haunts of his own Boston.f In the closing instrument of

his life he made himself the benefactor of the youth of his

native town. The purpose in the mind of Franklin was large

and generous, and though a century has elapsed since his

decease, it becomes the people to be large and generous

towards the youth of each generation reared in the homes

and schools and ways of dear old Boston. The Boston of two

centuries ago was as pre-eminent in the affairs of New England

* The Rev. Mr. Titus delivered an address before the Society, November

15, 1902, upon "The Life, Times and Character of Thomas Foxcroft, Pastor

of the First Church, Boston, 1717-1769," and another on March 10, 1903, con-

cerning " Forgotten Bostonians."

•'•Bonner's "Map of Boston, 1722," reveals to the student of to-day the

topography of the town. In the elder days it was a peninsula, and each sec-

tion correspondingly named. The old names have reference to the ancient

topography. This Map, and the " View of Boston," first published about 1724,

with another edition about 1730, can be studied with interest. They afford fine

material by which to gain a knowledge of the real Boston of two centuries ago,

Francis Dewing, who came to Boston in 17 16 from London, as the engraver of

the Map, conferred indeed a favor upon students to the latest days. The
" View of Boston " was engraved by I. Hanis, probably of London.



56

as it is to-day. It was the centre of social, commercial and

literary life. Franklin was reared amid these influences. His

fa:mily may not have been among those of wealth, but they

stood well in the community, and the Franklin home was well

situated.

Josiah Franklin, the father, came to Boston in 1683, a silk-

dyer, a young man. His trade in New England gave him

only slight encouragement, and he became a tallow-chandler,

which gave him a station in the community equal to that of a

manager of an electric light plant of our day. Though reared

in the Church of England, on coming to Boston he united

his interests with the Third Church, better known as the Old

South Church. Mr. Franklin— for so he is styled in Judge

Sewall's famous "Diary"— was attentive to the moral inter-

ests of the town, as well as of his own family. Meetings

were held at his home during mid-week, when Ben. Franklin

was a boy, and Judge Sewall himself attended them. Mr.

Franklin may have been humble, as distinct from being a mer-

chant prince, but he ranked among the better-minded people

of Boston of two centuries ago.

It is our thought to consider just what education, culture

and character Ben. Franklin carried away with him. He was

but eighteen years old ; he had been reared in the grammar

schools of Boston. It is said that Dame Sarah Knight was

one of his earliest teachers. It may have been so. She was

a leading woman of Boston, of fine connections, industrious

at the Court House as a copyist, and as a "dame" in the

schools. She was an observing woman ; her famous " Diary
"

shows her ability to see affairs and profit by them, while the

records at the Court House, both in the Registry of Deeds

and Probate Office, bear witness to her legal and business

ability. Sarah Knight was the sort of teacher which would

have delighted the mind of young Franklin. If the * boy was

father of the man,' he was ever a close observer, consider-

ing the questions uppermost in the minds of students and

conversed upon in their homes and haunts. Sarah Knight

may well have been the starter of Franklin's mind in that
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course of observation and independent thinking which in later

years characterized him.

Franklin attended the same meeting with Judge Sewall.

He doubtless had no recollection of Rev. Samuel Willard, the

pastor who baptized him ; but of Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton—
a hearty and stirring preacher, aggressive and wide-awake—
he must have had a memory. Pemberton died when Franklin

was ten years old. Pemberton's son Ebenezer, a little older

than Benjamin, was afterwards one of Boston's excellent

preachers. Mather Byles, a grandson of Cotton Mather, was

only six weeks older than Franklin, while Thomas Prince and

Samuel Mather were also near his age. They must have

been schoolmates and playfellows. Mather Byles, when he

came into possession of many volumes of his grandfather's

libraries, boasted that he possessed and had access to the

largest private library in New England. Full well do we

know that, judged from the station and quality of the fam-

ilies, they were on a different plane ; but bright young fellows,

of the same age, with tastes alert and minds active, the chances

are that they found each other's society compatible. This

boast of Mather Byles regarding his library is found in a letter

written in 1730 to Alexander Pope, then gaining renown

by his poems in old England, and finding many readers in

America.

Franklin in his Autobiography refers gracefully and grate-

fully to George Brownell and Nathaniel Williams, who were

masters of Boston schools. These men he remembered ; they

guided his mind, and they furnished him some books to read.

Franklin in his Will says :
" I was born in Boston, New

England, and owe my first instructions in literature to the

free grammar schools established there." But Franklin readily

outreached the required studies of the schools. He gives us a

list of his reading before he went from Boston. The very

titles show us that he had access to a large and certainly

up-to-date library.

The grammar schools of Boston doubtless made use of

Cocker's Arithmetic and Greenwood's Grammar, but the cur-
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Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, Burton's Historical Collections

of forty volumes, the writings of Plutarch, Xenophon's Mem-
orable Things of Socrates, du Port Royal's Art of Thinking,

and Daniel De Foe's Essay on Projects— and perhaps we

might include, at this early day, his Robinson Crusoe, though

it would scarcely be to the taste of Franklin,— Sturney's Navi-

gation. Locke on the Human Understanding was the popular

book of the day,— Franklin perused it several times over
;

and for strictly up-to-date reading, he had Addison's Spectator

papers, which first appeared in 171 1, and continued only a

few years. To have studied these various volumes, and to

have fairly understood them, was no small task. These were

read before 1724, when he was approaching his eighteenth

birthday.

It has often been asked, Why did not Franklin make a

venture at Harvard College ? If he had had an inclination

towards the ministry he probably would have gone there

;

but beyond a few Greek roots and an assortment of Hebrew

stumps, there was little at Harvard which could have given

nourishment to the mind of Franklin. His mental power was

of a peculiar cast. His reading shows this ; and his faculty

for observation of the wind, the waves. Nature and growing

things, clouds and storms, thunder and lightning, is contin-

ually giving evidence of an order of mind which would not

have been satisfied at Harvard College. Franklin, when ad-

vanced in life, wrote his old-time friend. Rev. Samuel Mather,

a pastor in Boston, that Dr. Cotton Mather's " Essay to 60

Good," published in 17 10, ''perhaps gave me a turn of think-

ing, that had an influence on some of the principal future

events of my life." This is a noble confession of Franklin.

The fact is, everybody read the writings of Cotton Mather.

His publications were numerous ; they were continually coming

from the press. The Drs. Mather preached every Sunday to

the largest audiences in Boston, and their sermons, promptly

printed, were read far and wide, and exercised a powerful

influence on the people ; though perhaps slightly regarded by
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many in official and academic positions, they long maintained

in the community a vivid interest in personal and experimental

religion. The title-pages of books and pamphlets, with an

introduction by Cotton Mather, reach almost five hundred in

number, though Sibley in his Bibliography gives only a little

more than half that number.

Cotton Mather was a man in whom Franklin delighted.

He, like Franklin, found pleasure in observation and seeking

untried fields of research. It may be that most of Mather's

imprints were not made at the Franklin printing-shop in Bos-

ton, but Ben. Franklin knew of them all as they came fresh

from other printing-shops. He eagerly read all books he

could obtain, and stranger things have happened than that

Franklin should find his way with his schoolmate, Mather

Byles, to the library of Cotton Mather itself, and take pleasure

in conversation with that great man, whom the world has yet

to know and fully appreciate.

It would appear that when Franklin was ten or eleven years

of age he had already accomplished the studies of the gram-

mar school, and not desiring to enter the ministry, was to be

set to learn a trade. His father first wanted him to learn

the trade of a " cutler " with his cousin, Samuel Franklin, but

this was too prosaic and irksome ; and in the autumn of 171

8

James Franklin, an older brother, who had learned the print-

er's trade, and already had been to London to purchase fonts

of type and a printing press, set himself up in business in

Boston, and Benjamin was indentured to him. The printing-

shop was more to his liking. This business was refreshment

to his mind. He now came in touch with new books, and

met those who set type for all the new publications of Boston
;

and not only this,— he also met with those who delighted to

converse concerning books, as well as with those who wrote

books and came often to the shop to carry their works through

the press. Those were years when the youth of Boston were

waxing in thoughts which rapidly outgrew the former fashions

of thinking. The printing-shop was a sort of forum and plat-

form. The Franklin habit of mind was ever clear and distinct.
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The father, Josiah, was an independent sort of a man. The

son, James, was also independent, and perhaps did not possess

sufficient caution for business success. This James in 1721

founded The New England Courant, which reflected the Frank-

lin characteristics, and soon found himself in trouble with the

authorities of the Province. He published a brief item that

Capt. Peter Papillon, with a vessel and a hundred men, were

to sail to Block Island in search of pirates. It would have

been more politic for him to have omitted the item. It was

generally known that the vessel was to sail, but the Courant

gave public utterance to the fact. The next day James

Franklin was summoned before the court, and committed to

the stone jail for a season. The Courant had other articles

giving free criticisms of ministers and magistrates, which,

while all may have been near the truth, it might have been

wiser not to have published.

During James Franklin's confinement in jail, Benjamin tried

his hand at writing. He had before this written rhymes and

occasional essays which had been printed anonymously, but

were well received by the readers ; and to escape certain legal

dangers and criticism, the name of Ben. Franklin was inserted

as publisher and editor of the Courant, and continued to ap-

pear even after he had gone to Philadelphia.

It has often been our thought that the differences of opin-

ion concerning the uppermost questions of the day were the

causes of the rupture between James and his brother. They
doubtless agreed in espousing the cause of the people, and

sought occasion to bring ridicule upon certain magistrates

;

but concerning "inoculation," the new treatment to prevent

the ravages of small-pox, they were at variance, Ben. Frank-

lin's mind likewise reached forth to the discussion of the

mechanical philosophy of the time, and doubtless in this, if

there was not conflict, there certainly was an inability on the

part of his elder brother to appreciate the new lines of study

pursued by the foremost students of the day.

The time came, however, when Ben. Franklin decided to go

from home. We do not regard him as a bad boy, nor unruly,
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nor as wild. He was eighteen years old, and he had opinions

of his own ; he had gained these from a wide and wise read-

ing, and, having the Franklin habit of independence, struck

out for himself among strangers. We wish he might have

remained, and retained the cordial appreciation of students and

men of learning, and won for himself a reputation in his native

Boston. It was otherwise, however, and transplanted to Phil-

adelphia, and later, after a long residence in London and

Paris, he became an American whom all the world adores.

In Franklin's youth there were three great questions ;
with

these he was entirely familiar. They were the talk of the

home, the book-stall and the printing-shop. These discussions

were concerning i, Inoculation; 2, the Newtonian Theory,

and 3, Locke's Philosophy. In the Church of the Standing

Order in New England, at that period of the century, the

chief issues in which wai'mth was developed, concerned the

mode of baptism, the value of baptism, the right of approach

to the Lord's Table, and the government of religious bodies.

These contentions long since passed, and they only stand as

great landmarks noting the advance in the Church militant.

The first burning question was concerning Inocnlation.

Cotton Mather, about 1712, became interested, through the

Transactions of the Royal Society of London and other pub-

lications, in studying the value of inoculation as a method of

dealing with the ravages of small-pox. His interest soon led

him and his honored father Increase Mather, to avow their

approval of the practice. By 1720 its advocates were more

numerous, but were among that group of men who were fear-

less and open-minded, and before 1730 several of these very

men, by their experimentation in this direction and by other

researches, had gained renown and membership in the Royal

Society of London. Thomas Robie, a Fellow at Harvard

College, a graduate of 1708, made bold to advocate inocula-

tion, for he, too, was a physician as well as preacher and pro-

fessor. Dr. Zabdiel Boylston, a leading physician of Boston,

urged the theory in practice abroad and in his own family.

In 1720 the ravages of the disease were fearful in Boston.
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The town was broken by it. The Mathers practically stood

alone among the ministry as approving inoculation. They

advocated it by the publication of pamphlets and broadsides.

The discussion was even bitter. The enemies of the Mathers

were active in their denunciation, but the latter were used

to being assailed by a group of men whose policies in state

or business matters had been opened and aired by their pub-

lic utterances. Indeed, the Mathers can best be judged by

the enemies they made ; they were pioneer advocates of prac-

tical measures and schemes which were for the benefit of the

whole people ; they were watchmen of the people's rights and

the highest interests of the entire community. He who would

best interpret and appreciate the careers of the Mathers must

see them in the very advance contending for the public wel-

fare.

The small-pox in Boston in 1 720-1 was no "scare;" it was

the " real " thing. Fearful as it was, it forced the medical fra-

ternity and ministers to consider the newer methods of dealing

with it. It was a costly lesson, but had to be learned. The

methods of inoculation have long since ceased to be prac-

ticed, but two centuries ago "inoculation" meant a great

stride forward. The New Englatid Coiirant, James Franklin's

paper, cried out against it, but we have yet to learn that Ben.

Franklin acquiesced in his brother's opinion. Rather we sur-

mise that this was one of the questions over which, in the

printing-shop, they contended. The men whom Ben. Franklin

most esteemed were the men who sided with the Mathers and

Dr. Boylston.

The second burning question was concerning the Newtonian

Tlieory.

The Royal Society of London was practically a child of the

English Commonwealth, but being of a scientific rather than a

political nature, soon received the approval of Charles II, and

began its corporate existence in 1660. The Society was then

young and limited ; but it was not long before Isaac New-

ton, a scholar of mechanical philosophy, as it was then termed,
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began in a modest and quiet manner to publish papers con-

cerning affairs in the physical universe. These publications

did not always meet with favor, but students could not dis-

regard them. After a time (in 1672), he was invited to

become a member. This Society, always select, afforded a

forum for discussion. It brought great questions into the

open. In 1686 Newton's new theories practically culminated

in the publication of his "Principia," in which he summarized

his new theories. The law of gravitation made possible the

more perfect knowledge. The " binomial theorem " with

which so many students have had their struggle, came as a

fresh breath into the world of mathematical astronomy ; few

were able to cope with it at the outset ; but finding its way

among the leaders of the schools, a new generation bore it

onward and made it a more common thought.

The Newtonian studies and theories meant much for the

broadening of our knowledge of the physical universe. The

heavens became new and the earth also new, and all the

concerns of the weather were freshly interpreted. A more

perfect knowledge regarding the revolution of the heavenly

bodies witnessed a softening of the edicts of mediaeval theolo-

gy, and the accurate determination of these revolutions gave

people new ideas regarding the stability of the universe. The

ecHpse of the sun or the moon no longer meant an omen of

the displeasure of their Maker. The storms and tempests,

thunder and lightning, earthquakes and disasters on sea and

land, ceased to be regarded as the frowns of Providence, and

were seen to be the result of great universal laws over which

neither the minds or wills of mankind have any control.

In 1 719 Thomas Robie, a Harvard graduate, as already

stated, and an instructor there, 17 14 to 1723 — the same who

had advocated the theory of "inoculation"— having observed

the wonderful northern lights of December 19, 17 19, wrote

an account of the spectacle, and his tract was printed in the

FrankUn printing-shop
;
perhaps the very type was set by Ben.

Franklin himself. Robie advanced the theory that these

"meteors " or northern lights were the results of natural laws.
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He did not attach his name to the tract, for he was not ready

to be the advocate of so heretical a doctrine, but it is known

that he wrote it. His essay causes a smile when his theory is

read. It is far away from the latter-day deductions as to the

cause of this wondrous display in the heavens, but it shows us

the beginnings of that intellectual operation which has been

growing, and gradually assuming the proportions of our mod-

ern study of physics. Robie was a member of the Royal

Society of London, elected in 1724, and it was because of the

openness of his mind that he was recognized as a fearless

student. He may not have had many followers, or found

many sympathizers, but forward-minded students have a

fashion of recognizing one another and of entering into cor-

respondence.

This tract, pubHshed as has been said in 17 19, doubtless

contributed to the undermining of its author at Harvard

College, since only four years later he ceased his services

there. His new interpretation of the physical universe, and

his advocacy and practice of " inoculation " during the small-

pox plague in 1720-21, effectually discredited him as an in-

structor of men whose minds were governed b}' the theology

and ministry of his generation. Dr. Robie retired to Salem,

where he entered upon the practice of medicine, but died in

middle life in the midst of great usefulness.

Sermons and writings made frequent use of the great dis-

turbances of earth, air and ocean to emphasize the call for the

recovery of righteousness. Storms, tempests and earthquakes

were regarded as witnesses of the displeasure of God towards

the conduct and behavior of men, and these disturbances

served to point the moral with stern and rigid force. The

pamphlets are many which may be noted as " earthquake

literature." The advocacy of these theories by the preachers

died hard ; but with the slow and determined advance of the

newer ideas of astronomy, the antiquated conceptions of the

Maker of the universe disappeared. The more perfect demon-

stration of the laws governing the heavenly bodies, and the

more general and accurate knowledge of what was formerly
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called "natural philosophy," and of the exact time of the

earth's revolution round the sun, won its way. In 1752 the

Parliament of the British Kingdom gave official sanction to

the new style of reckoning time, and blotted a series of days

out of the calendar. The "old " and " new styles " were long

in contention ; the " old " had official sanction and was retained

in the records of the courts, but the " new " represented the

growth of the newer ideas of astronomy and the more ad-

vanced modes of reckoning time.

In 1726 Isaac Greenwood, Harvard College 1721, having

been in London, and there attaining a greater knowledge of

mechanical philosophy and the Newtonian theory, came back

to Boston and gave a course of sixteen lectures upon the sub-

ject, illustrating them by three hundred appliances showing

the movements of the various planets. These were the initial

lectures given upon the subject. They were delivered after

Ben. Franklin had gone from Boston, but they were of that

order which would have attracted him. The syllabus of their

subjects displays a wealth of information concerning the hea-

venly bodies far in advance of previous attainment, and often

difficult to understand. The Newtonian theory, which was

fully accepted by him, enabled students to observe correctly,

and consequently the knowledge of the physical laws of the

universe became more widespread.

Isaac Greenwood in 1727 became the first occupant of the

Thomas Hollis chair of mathematics and natural philosophy,

and continued in the office about ten years. Before his de-

cease, in 1745, he had published several scientific tracts which

demonstrate the rapid progress which marked the students of

that period.

It may not be amiss to note that in his advanced life,

Samuel Sewall, according to his Diary, occasionally recorded

the times when eclipses of the sun and moon occurred. He
mentions that Edward Holyoke, President of Harvard College,

observed an eclipse from the turret-tower of the Town House.

Thomas Brattle possessed a telescope in those years, and

doubtless made use of it.
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Among the members of the Royal Society of London whom
we hav^e not named was Paul Dudley, Harvard College 1690,

who oftentimes reported concerning agriculture in New Eng-

land, and in 1721 wrote for their Transactions a description

of Niagara Falls; John Leverett, Harvard College 1680, and

President of Harvard College from 1708 to his death in 1724,

was a member, but what he contributed to this learned body

we have not discovered ; Dr. Thomas Bromfield was likewise

a member. In later years, Drs. Zabdiel Boylston, senior and

junior, were honored with membership
; John Winthrop (Har-

vard College, 1700) was admitted in 1734, and John Winthrop

(Harvard College, 1732), second Hollis Professor at Harvard,

in 1766. The latter wrote learnedly concerning the transit

of Venus in 1760, and his paper was published in 1769, just

before the transit of that year. This work contains much

accurate information, and is of value to-day amid the larger

knowledge of the new astronomy.

It was in 1752 that our own Ben. Franklin was elected a

member of the Royal Society. Though his fields of observa-

tion were wide, and he was learned in many things, yet he

made his leading reputation in studying the phenomena accom-

panying the presence of electricity in the clouds.

A third leading question of that day grew out of the pri-

mary and secondary influence of Locke s Philosophy.

John Locke died in 1704, but his " Essay on the Human
Understanding " was published fourteen years before. It was

this book which broke an intellectual quiet, and set great

masses of men into new and vigorous thinking. It regarded

the better and finer side of life ; it made goodness and beauty

and truth predominant. It was a clear-cut book:— not that

everybody agreed with it, but it was a way-opener. It was a

sort of "Uncle Tom's Cabin;" it interested many, and people

did not tire of it. It was this book, when it had been pub-

lished twenty years, that Ben. Franklin read through three or

four times. A man was indeed a prodigy to read the book

through a series of times before he was eighteen years of age.
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Published in London, it was at once put on sale in Boston. In

fact the Mathers gave orders to London bookmen to send

them every new book from the press, so that this work, and

those which followed in its train, were read and discussed in

New England almost as quickly as in the towns distant from

London in the British Isles themselves.

The book, and the man who followed Locke not afar off,

was George Berkeley, and his book "An Essay towards a

New Theory of Vision." Bishop Berkeley in 1709— then a

Fellow of Trinity College, Dublin— gave his lectures there,

which were quickened by Locke, but which went beyond him.

These lectures were published in Dublin in May, 1709, and a

second edition was printed in London the same season.

Our point in this statement is that not a single copy of

these editions has been found in any New England or Amer-
ican collection of that time. But are we to believe that the

wide-awake utterances of the latest philosophy were unknown
to the Mathers of Boston, or John Wise of Ipswich, or Solo-

mon Stoddard of Northampton ? We regard it as well nigh

impossible for this book to have escaped their notice, and we
are willing to give them ten years in which to hear of and

read it.

Jonathan Edwards in 17 16, while a student at Yale Col-

lege, wrote words which indicate the same order of thinking.

It has been the argument of several historians that Edwards

developed this theory independently. No one is more ready

than myself to grant to that great divine all that belongs

to him. He was a master man and possessed a master

mind, but we can easily see him listening in his merest youth

to discussions in the parsonage home of his father, Timothy

Edwards, and of his grandfather, Solomon Stoddard, upon

this very subject. Full well do we know that it was not

the thing for Puritan ministers to bring philosophy into their

pulpit utterances. They took theology into the pulpit, but

these bright men gathered suggestions from every possible

source. The question of precedence of this philosophy—
whether in its primary or secondary state— has been de-
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bated at length in the proceedings of historical societies, in

the studies concerning Jonathan Edwards, and in the discus-

sions concerning the teachings of Bishop Berkeley. Evidence

of the presence of Berkeley's writings in New England before

1 716 is what we are hunting for. The times were ready for

that sort of reading, and to our mind it appears almost impos-

sible that Boston, then so intimate with London, should not

have had in some of its libraries the essays of George Berkeley.

To this philosophy Jonathan Edwards resorted, whether it

came to him in his own study or through the teachings of

another. The power and glow and fervor of Edwards's preach-

ing found their source in the new, fresh thought of his college

and the days of his young manhood. He was the leader of the

best thinking in New England ; he was foremost and not be-

hind ; he was in the very advance, a pioneer in bringing into

service the finest learning and the most urgent appeals of his

day. The "Great Awakening" in New England and in the

home-land could scarcely have been carried forward but for

the new incitement and motive which Locke's philosophy set

in action.

Pope's " Essay on Man " is full of references to the upper-

most thinking of two centuries ago. He drank deep draughts

at the fountains both of Locke and Berkeley, and was an ad-

mirer of the new interpretations of mechanical philosophy.

Many are the references in that great poem to astronom-

ical knowledge. He possessed the advanced thought of his

time. His lines are read with delight to this day, and those

passages which please us most find their source in the New-

tonian theory and the fairer teachings of the supremacy of

the mind over matter, and of the abiding over the changeful.

The writings of Addison are best interpreted when we realize

the new fervor evoked by the philosophy and the seemingly

crude studies of the physics of that generation. The many

volumes of the " London " and " Gentleman's " Magazines of

England afford numerous evidences of the advancing knowl-

edge among foremost men. These were the repositories of
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what science there was in the world during the eighteenth

century ; their pages can be consulted with profit.

Bishop Berkeley had a residence in New England of only

four years— 1728-1732,— but this residence, plus the spirit

of the man, which was manifested both before and after

that period, made him of predominating influence. Of an

optimistic temperament, he strove to make practical his own

glowing and cheerful scheme of life. With powerful friends at

court, he sought to establish a university at Bermuda, where,

away from the toil and strife of men, students could best pre-

pare themselves for the task of converting the untutored

Indians and heathen of the American wilderness. In 1728

Bermuda was more accessible from Boston and New York than

was Worcester from Boston ; it was a great maritime centre,

and the plan for the erection of a university there was not

wholly visionary. When George Berkeley sailed from London

he was confident of royal favor ; somehow, he landed in New-

port, Rhode Island, but only to learn of royal disapproval.

He became despondent, bought a farm, styling it " White-

hall"— a name which conveys visions of executions, danger

and death at royal command— and for four years he scarcely

left Newport ; during that time he revived from his despon-

dency, wrote a book which displays the supremacy of his

optimism, and came in touch, through benefactions, with both

Harvard and Yale Colleges. The name of Berkeley is ever

associated in America with the choicest flavors of true scholar-

ship. His one great poem was probably written while on his

voyage to America, and before he learned of the royal dis-

approval of the Bermudian University. I quote the closing

stanzas :
—
In happy climes, the seat of innocence,

Where Nature guides and Virtue rules,

Where men shall not impose for truth and sense

The pedantry of courts and schools,

There shall be sung another Golden Age,

The rise of empire and of arts,

The good and great inspiring epic age,

The wisest heads and noblest hearts.
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Not such as Europe breeds in her decay ;
—

Such as she bred when fresh and young,

When heavenly flame did animate her clay,

By future poets shall be sung.

Westward the course of empire takes its way,

The first four acts already passed

;

A fifth shall close the drama with the day

:

Time's noblest offspring is the last.

In 1732, in Philadelphia, Ben. Franklin began the publica-

tion of an Almatiac which became famous. He had known of

the former almanacs, and of the quaint comments and in-

structive information which had influenced him in his own

observations of the universe. Franklin must have known of

John TuUy, the astrologer of New England, who began his

Almanac in 168 1, fifty years before Franklin's, and of Nath-

aniel Ames, who first published one in 1708. These gave a

kind of information much desired, and which was found no-

where else. The almanac became a book of the people, a

constant companion of the wise and the simple. A study of

the almanac from its earliest issuance is a field worthy of care-

ful investigation.

To publish an almanac must have been an early passion of

Franklin. It gave him scope and opportunity for printing

bits of wisdom and astronomical knowledge, and a wide field

for promoting economy, prudence, foresight, industry, and

every form of practical life. His sayings were not all original,

but he gave them a fresh setting :— " God helps them who

help themselves ; " " There are no gains without pains ;
" " Plow

deep while sluggards sleep, and you will have corn to sell and

keep ;
" " One to-day is worth two to-morrows ;

" "Vessels large

may venture more, but little boats should keep near shore ;

"

"It is hard for an empty bag to stand upright;" "Three

removes are as bad as a fire; " and "Early to bed and early

to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise." These say-

ings of "Poor Richard" wrought a wonderful influence over

the common people, and were doubtless a splendid agency in

i



71

bringing about the era of prosperity before the War of the

American Revolution.

Frankhn's relation to the Masonic fraternity is most interest-

ing. He had been made a Mason in Philadelphia in 1731 ; in

May, 1743, while in Boston, he was present at a meeting of the

First Lodge, which was founded in 1733, and is now working

as St. John's Lodge; a few years later, in October, 1744, he

was again in Boston, and attended a Quarterly Communication

of the Grand Lodge, over which Henry Price, the first Provin-

cial Grand Master of Masons in North America, was that

evening presiding. By him and his associates Franklin had

been recognized as the first Master of a Lodge in Philadelphia

as early as 1734. He maintained his interest in the fraternity

throughout his life, and while residing in Paris, in 1778, was

a member of the Lodge of the "Nine Sisters," to which many

of the most eminent French scientists belonged,—among them

De Lalande the famous astronomer, Houdon the sculptor, the

Count de Milly an able physicist, Voltaire, and many others

of equal prominence, with whom the Boston philosopher found

congenial companionship. Paul Jones, of the " Bon Homme
Richard," was also a member of this Lodge. Franklin's visits

to the Boston Masons are duly noted on the Lodge records,

both Grand and subordinate. Through this Order he was

closely associated with leading men abroad as well as with

the foremost patriots throughout the American Colonies.

It has been our thought to picture the times of Franklin's

youth, through those affairs which highly interested the mind

of the young Bostonian.* The Boston of two centuries ago,

* One of the finest of recent-day monographs is that of Professor F. N.

Thorpe upon " Franklin's Influence in American Education," pubUshed by the

United States Board of Education in 1903. The Hon. Edward Everett deliv-

ered an address in Boston, 1829, upon "The Youth of Franklin," which was

published in i86c in his complete works, and was brought down to date in the

information it contained. It is a most worthy appreciation. In these recent

years new letters, new writings, new publications have come to view, so that

the entire career of Franklin is now studied as never before. And the end is

not yet. The many-sided Franklin affords ample fields for students of history,

science and statecraft. His place in the history of America is more and more

appreciated by students of every school and nation.
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with its twelve thousand souls, stood for the best things in

America. New England reflected Old England ; though an

ocean intervened, they were intimately in touch with each

other, commercially, politically and socially— which must em-

brace all forms of literary and moral activities. What occurred

in England, or in the uttermost parts of the British realm, or

in other realms, was promptly published in the Nezvs Letter

or other Boston papers. Boston was ever the friend of dis-

cussion. No town, the world over, has afforded a freer forum

for new or ancient forms of thinking ; it has been the storm-

centre of many a conflict, and does not suffer because of it.

Boston is the "Hub,"— whether so named in derision or not,

yet certainly so in fact. Boston is dear to all the world.

Think of the town, and you think at once of liberty, learning,

a wider outlook, and a more generous treatment of the de-

spised and downtrodden. Boston is the hub of affairs educa-

tional and affairs patriotic. Boston is— Boston. The world

may smile at her and make her the butt of jokes, but she is

still the home of culture and civil freedom. Boston with her

crooked streets ; Boston with her baked beans and brown

bread ; Boston with her freak advocates of absurd 'isms
;
yet

dear old Boston, is still close to the heart of all who enjoy the

luxuriant favors which she vouchsafes to those within her

gates.

I
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Bolton, Mrs. Charles

K.

Brooks, Miss Martha
H.

Chipman, James C.

W.

Coolidge, David H.

Davenport, George
H.

Dixwell, John

Edmonds, John H.

Fowle, John A.

Garrison, Wendell
Phillips

Holman, Louis A.

Knowlton, Miss Anna
R.

Ancient oval window sash from the spire of the

Old South Meeting House ; taken out when re-

pairs were made in 1905.

Photographs of oil portraits of Daniel Stanwood of

Boston, and his wife Nancy Mayhew Stanwood.

Model of St. Botolph's Church, Boston, England.

Franklin school medal awarded in 1859 to the

donor. Order of exercises at the graduation of

the class of 1859, ^^ the Eliot School, Boston.

Silver medal, commemorative of the Centennial of

the battle of Lexington, April 19, 1875, with its

accompanying ribbon. Plaster statuette of Alex-

ander Hamilton,

Head of the wooden eagle which was on the pedi-

ment of the United States Custom House (later

the old Custom House Block in Custom House
St.), from 1 810 to 1 90 1.

Large cannon raised by a dredger in front of the

Charlestown Navy Yard and deposited at the

Charles River Dam.

Map of Boston, 1789; reproduction of Boston

Directory map of that year.

Policy of marine assurance issued from the office
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Framed contemporaneous engraving commemorat-
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Rich, J. Rogers

Sanborn, Charles W.
H.

Taylor, Charles H.,

Jr.

Tucker, Frank S.

Withington, Mrs. Car-
oline C.

Framed lithograph portrait of Rev. Alonzo A.
Miner, D. D,

Photograph of a lithograph of the iron light house
on Minot's Rock, Mass.

Two cannon balls, dug up at Bunker Hill.

Inkstand used for many years by Johnson Colby,

messenger in the office of the City Clerk of

Boston.

Hat, leather choker and rattle used in the Boston
Police Department many years ago.

Framed pastel drawing of King's Chapel Burying
Ground, from Tremont St., drawn by the donor.

Framed deed of land sold by Gov. John Hancock
to Lemuel Dana, of Holden, Mass., Sept. 29,

1790.

Wooden door-post (showing latch opening) from
the Snow House, Eastham, Mass., built 1720,

taken down 1904. It was formerly in a block-

house in Eastham, built 1644, taken down 1720.

Water color sketch of Silas Lamson (Daddy Lam-
son), a Boston character of about 1844.

Miscellaneous collection of documents and papers

formerly the property of John Cotton, of Boston,

and a pocketbook which belonged to his son,

and marked "John Cotton, Jr., Boston, Sept. 10,
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Francis H. Manning
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HONORARY MEMBERS

Bent, Samuel Arthur

•Chamberlain, Mellen

Matthews, Nathan, Jr.

O'Brien, Hugh
•Smith, Samuel Francis

LIFE MEMBERS.

Abbe, Henry Thayer

Abbot, Edward Stanley

Abbot, Edwin Hale

•Abbot, Francis Ellingwood

•Abbott, Marshall Kittredge

Adams, Charles Francis

Adams, Mrs. Isabella Hortense

Addicks, John Edward
Allan, Mrs. Anna
Allen, Miss Clara Ann
•Allen, Elbridge Gerry

Allen, Francis Richmond

•Allen, James Woodward
Allen, Thomas
•Alley, John Robinson

Ames, Mrs. Anna Coffin

Ames, Charles Gordon

•Ames, Frederick Lothrop

•Ames, Oliver

•Ames, Mrs. Rebecca Caroline

Amory, Arthur

Amory, Francis Inman

Amory, Frederic

•Andrews, Frank William

Andrews, John Adams
Angell, Henry Clay

Anthony, Silas Reed
•Appleton, Mrs. Emily Warren
Appleton, Francis Henry
Appleton, Nathan

•Appleton, William Sumner
•Armstrong, George Washington
•Atherton, Joseph Ballard

Atherton, Miss Lily Bell

•Atkins, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth

Atwood, David Edgar
•Austin, James Walker
Ayer, James Bourne

Bacon, Mrs. Louisa Crowninshield

Badger, Arthur Campbell

Badger, Daniel Bradford

Badger, Erastus Beethoven

•Bailey, Joseph Tilden

Baker, Miss Charlotte Alice

•Baker, Mrs. Ellen Maria

•Baker, Richard

Baldwin, William Henry
•Ballister, Joseph Fennelly

* Deceased.
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*Ballister, Miss Minetta Josephine

Bancroft, Cornelius Cheever

Barnes, Charles Benjamin, Jr.

*Barrett, Edwin Shepard

Barron, Clarence Walker

Barry, John Lincoln

Barry, John Lincoln, Jr.

Bartlett, Francis

*Beal, James Henry

Beal, William Fields

Beatty, Franklin Thomason

Beebe, James Arthur

Beech, Mrs. Ruth Adelaide

*Benson, George Wiggin

Bigelow, Albert Smith

*Bigelow, George Brooks

Bigelow, Joseph Smith

Bigelow, Melville Madison

Bigelow, William Sturgis

Black, George Nixon

Blake, Clarence John

Blake, Mrs. Frances Greenough

Blake, Francis

Blake, George Baty

Blake, Mrs. Sara Putnam

*Blake, Stanton

Blake, William Payne

*Blanchard, Samuel Stillman

Blaney, Dwight

Blume, Mrs. Susan Eliza

Bodfish, Joshua Peter

Bowditch, Alfred

Bowditch, Ernest William

Bowditch, William Ingersoll

Bradford, Martin Luther

Bradford, William Burroughs

Bradlee, Caleb Davis

Bradlee, Frederick Josiah

Bradlee, Frederick Wainwright

Bradlee, Josiah Putnam

Bradley, Jerry Payson

Brayley, Arthur Wellington

Bremer, John Lewis

Bremer, Samuel Parker

Brewer, William Dade

Briggs, Lloyd Vernon

Brooks, John Henry

Brooks, Peter Chardon

Brooks, Shepherd

Brown, Francis Henry

Brown, George Washington

Brown, John Coffin Jones

Browne, Charles Allen

Browne, Edward Ingersoll

Browne, William Andrews

Burbank, Alonzo Norman
Burnham, John Appleton

Burr, Miss Annie Lane

Burrage, Albert Cameron

Burrage, William Clarence

Cabot, Arthur Tracy

Candage, Mrs. Ella Marie

Candage, Robert Brooks

Candage, Rufus George Frederick

*Candler, John Wilson

Carpenter, George Oliver

*Carpenter, George Oliver

*Carpenter, Mrs. Maria Josephine

Carr, John

Carruth, Charles Theodore

Carter, Fred Louis

Carter, Herbert Leslie

Center, Joseph Hudson

Chamberlin, Charles Wheelwright

Chandler, Cleaveland Angier

Chapin, Nahum
Chase, Caleb

Chase, George Bigelow

Chase, Sidney

Chase, Stephen

Chase, Theodore

Cheney, Benjamin Peirce

Cheney, Mrs. Emraeline

Child, Dudley Richards

Church, Herbert Bleloch

Clapp, Mrs. Caroline Dennie

Clark, Charles Edward

Clark, John Spencer

Clark, Miss Nancy Joy

Clark, Nathan Freeman

Clarke, Mrs. Alice de Verman-

dois
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Clay, Thomas Hart

Clementson, Sidney

Cleveland, Mrs. Corinne Maud
*Codman, John, 2nd

*Codman, Mrs. Martha Pickman

Codman, Ogden, Jr.

Coffin, Frederick Seymour

*Colburn, Jeremiah

Collamore, Miss Helen

*Converse, Elisha Slade

Coolidge, Algernon, Jr.

Coolidge, David Hill

Coolidge, Mrs. Helen Whittington

Coolidge, Joseph Randolph

Coolidge, Thomas Jefferson, Jr.

Corbett, Alexander, Jr.

Cordis, Mrs. Adelaide Elizabeth

Cory, Charles Barney

Cotting, Miss Alice

Cotting, Charles Edward

•Cotting, Charles Uriah

Crandon, Edwin Sanford

Crocker, George Glover

Crocker, Miss Sarah Haskell

•Crosby, Charles Augustus Wilkins

*Crowninshield, Benjamin William

Crowninshield, Francis Boardman

Cruft, Miss Harriet Otis

•Cummings, Charles Amos
Cummings, Thomas Cahill

Cunningham, Henry Winchester
* Curtis, Caleb Agry

Curtis, Charles Pelham

•Curtis, Mrs. Eliza Fox

Curtis, Hall

Curtis, Mrs. Harriot

Curtis, Henry Pelham

Curtiss, Frederick Haines

Cutler, Charles Francis

Cutler, Samuel Newton

•Cutter, Abram Edmands
•Cutter, Benjamin French

Cutter, Mrs. Elizabeth Finley

Cutter, Leonard Francis

Cutter, Watson Grant

Daniell, Moses Grant

Davenport, Orlando Henry
Davis, Arthur Edward
Davis, Ephraim Collins

Davis, George Henry
•Davis, James Clarke

•Davis, Joseph Alba

Davis, Mrs. Mary Cheney
Davis, William Henry
•Day, William Francis

•Dean, Benjamin

•Dean, John Ward
•Dean, Luni Albertus

•Deblois, Stephen Grant

•Denny, Daniel

•Dewing, Benjamin Hill

Dexter, Morton

Dexter, William Sohier

•Dill, Thomas Bradford

Dillaway, William Edward Lowell

Dodd, George Davis

•Dorr, Francis Oliver

Dorr, George Bucknam
Draper, Eben Sumner
Draper, George Albert

Dupee, Henry Dorr

•Dupee, James Alexander

•Dwight, Edmund
Dyer, Mrs. Julia Knowlton
Eaton, Albert

•Eaton, Walter David

Edes, Henry Herbert

Eliot, Christopher Rhodes
•Eliot, Samuel

Emerson, George Robert

•Emery, Francis Faulkner

Endicott, William

Endicott, William, Jr.

Endicott, William Crowninshield

Ernst, Harold Clarence

Estabrook, Arthur Frederick

Estabrook, Frederick

Estes, Dana
Eustis, Miss Elizabeth Mussey
Eustis, Henry Dutton

Eustis, Miss Mary St. Barbe

Fabyan, George Francis

Deceased.
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Farnsworth, Edward Miller

Farnsworth, William

Farrington, Charles Frederick

Farwell, John Whittemore

*Fay, Joseph Story

Fay. Joseph Story, Jr.

Fay, Sigourney Webster

Fearing, Andrew Coatesworth, Jr.

Felton, Frederic Luther

*Fenno, John Brooks

Fenno, Lawrence Carteret

*Ferris, Mortimer Catlin

Fish, Frederick Perry

Fiske, Andrew
Fiske, Mrs. Charlotte Morse

*Fiske, Miss Elizabeth Stanley

Fitz, Mrs. Henrietta Goddard

Fitz, Reginald Heber

Fitzgerald, William Francis

Floyd, Charles Harold

*Fogg, John Samuel Hill

Folsom, Mrs. Julia Elizabeth

*Ford, Daniel Sharp

Foss, Eugene Noble

Foster, Miss Harriet W^ood

*Foster, John

Foster, Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth

Fowler, Mrs. Laura Wentworth

Fowler, William Plumer

French, Miss Caroline Louisa Will-

iams

French, Miss Cornelia Anne
French, Mrs. Frances Maria

*French, Frederick William

*French, Jonathan

*Frothingham, Thomas Goddard

Fuller, Charles Emerson

*Fuller, Henry Holton

*Galloupe, Charles William

*GalIoupe, Mrs. Sarah Augusta

*Gardaer, John Lowell

Gaugengigl, Ignaz Marcel

*Gay, Edwin Whitney

Gay, Ernest Lewis

George, Elijah

Gilbert, Shepard Devereux

*Gill, James Seei

Gill, Mrs. Matilda

Gill, Mrs. Rachel Maria

Glasier, Alfred Adolphus

Gleason, James Mellen

Goddard, George Augustus

Goddard, Miss Julia

*Goodhue, Francis Abbot

Goodrich, Mrs. Mary Marvin

*Gould, Benjamin Apthorp

Grandin, John Livingston

*Gray, Reginald

Gray, Russell

Green, Charles Montraville

Green, Samuel Abbott

*Greenough, Francis Boott

Grew, Henry Sturgis

Griggs, John Hammond
Grozier, Edwin Atkins

Guild, Courtenay

Guild, Curtis

Guild, Curtis, Jr.

*Guild, Mrs. Sarah Crocker

Guild, Miss Sarah Louisa

Hagar, Eugene Bigelow

*Haigh, John

*Hale, Mrs. Ellen Sever

Hall, Mrs. Ellen Page

Hall, Thomas Bartlett

Hall, George Gardner

Hammer, Charles Dunkel

Hammond. Mrs. Ellen Sarah

Sophia

Hammond, Gardiner Greene

Hammond, George Warren
* Hancock, Franklin

*Hapgood, Warren

Harrison, Walter James

Hart, Thomas Norton

*Hart, William Tennant

Hartt, John F
Haskell, William Andrew
•Hassam, John Tyler

Hastings, Henry

Haven, Franklin

Hayford, Nathan Holbrook
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*Haynes, James Gilson

Haynes, John Cummings
*Hayward, George

Hayward. James Warren

Head, Charles

*Hecht, Jacob Hirsch

Hemenway, Alfred

Hemenway, Augustus

*Henchman, Nathaniel Hurd

Henshaw. Samuel

Hickok, Oilman Clarke

Higginson, Francis Lee

Higginson, Mrs. Ida Agassiz

•Hill, Hamilton Andrews

Hill, Henry Eveleth

Hill, James Edward Radford

Hill, Warren May
Hill, William Henry

Hills, Edwin Augustus

Hoffman, Mrs. Rebecca Russell

Hoitt, Alfred Demeritt

Holden, Joshua Bennett

HoUingsworth, Amor Leander

*Ho!lingsworth, Sumner

HoUingsworth, Zachary Taylor

Holmes, Edward Jackson

*Homans, Charles Dudley

*Homans, George Henry

•Homans, John, 2nd

Hooper, Mrs. Alice Perkins

Hooper, Mrs. Mary Davis Beal

Hooper, Robert Chamblet

Hooper, William

Hornbiower, Henry

*Horsford, Eben Norton

Houghton, Clement Stevens

Houghton, Miss Elizabeth Good-

ridge

*Hovey, Henry Stone

Howard, Herbert Burr

Howe, Elmer Parker

Hubbard, Charles Wells

Hunnewell, James Frothingham

Hunneweli, James Melville

Hurlbut, Mrs. Eda Adams
Hutchings, George Sherburne

lasigi, Mrs. Amy Gore
*Jackson, Mrs. Mary Stuart

Jackson, William

James, Arthur Holmes

James, George Abbot

Jeffries, Benjamin Joy

Jenks, Henry Fitch

Jenney, Bernard

Jenney, William Thacher

Johnson, Arthur Stoddard

Johnson, Wolcott Howe
Jones, Daniel Wayiand

Jones, Jerome

Joy, Franklin Lawrence

Keith, Benjamin Franklin

Kellen, William Vail

Kelly, Fitzroy

*Kennard, Martin Parry

Kennedy, George Golding

Kidder, Charles Archbald

Kidder, Nathaniel Thayer

Kimball, Miss Augusta Caroline

Kimball, Mrs. Clara Bertram

Kimball, David Pulsifer

Kimball, Lemuel Gushing
* Kimball, Mrs. Susan Tillinghast

*Kuhn, Hamilton

Ladd, Babson Savilian

Ladd, Nathaniel Watson

Lamb, George

Lamb, Henry Whitney

*Lambert, Thomas Ricker

*Lane, Jonathan Abbott

Lawrence, Amory Appleton
* Lawrence, Amos Adams
Lawrence, Charles Richard

Lawrence, John

Lawrence, Robert Means

Lawrence, Samuel Crocker

Lawson, Thomas William

Lee, James Stearns

Lee, Joseph

Lee, William Henry

Leonard, Amos Morse

Leonard, George Henry

Lewis, Edwin James

* Deceased.
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•Lincoln, Beza

Little, Arthur
* Little, George Washington

Little, James Lovell

Little, John Mason
*Lock\vood, Philip Case

Lockwood, Thomas St. John
Lodge, Henry Cabot

Long, Harry Vinton

Longfellow, Alexander Wadsworth
Longley, James

Longley, Mrs. Julia Robinson

Lord, George Wells

Loring, Augustus Peabody

*Loring, Caleb William

Loring, William Caleb

*Lothrop, Daniel

Lothrop, Thornton Kirkland

Loud, Charles Elliot

Loud, Joseph Prince

Low, George Doane
Low, John

Lowell, Francis Cabot

Lowell, Miss Georgina

Lowell, John

Lowell, Miss Lucy

Lowell, Mrs. Mary Ellen

Lucas, Edmund George

Luke, Arthur Fuller

Lyman, Arthur Theodore

*Lyon, Henry

*MacDonald, Edward

*Mack, Thomas
Macleod, William Alexander

Mandell, Samuel Pierce

Mann, Arthur Elisha

Mann, George Sumner

Manning, Francis Henry

Marion, Horace Eugene

Marsh, Mrs. Julia Maria

* Marshall, James Fowle Baldwin

Marston, Howard
Marvin, William Theophilus Rogers

Matthews, Albert

May, Miss Eleanor Goddard

May, Frederick Goddard

*May, Frederick Warren Goddard

Mayo, Miss Amy Louisa

Mead, Mrs. Anna Maria

Melville, Henry Hulmes

Merriam, Frank

Merriam, Olin Lane

Merrill, Mrs. Amelia Grigg

Metcalf, Albert

Meyer, George von Lengerke

Minns, Thomas
Minot, Joseph Grafton

*Minot, William

Mitton, Edward John

Mixter, Miss Madeleine Curtis

Moore, Frederic Henry

*Moore, George Henry

*Moore, Miss Mary Eliza

Moriarty, George Andrews, Jr.

*Morse, George Henry

Morse, Lemuel Foster

*Morss, Charles Anthony

Morss, Everett

Morss, John Wells

*Moseley, Alexander

Motley, Edward Preble

Munro, John Cummings
Murdock, William Edwards

Murphy, James Smiley

Nash, Nathaniel Gushing

Newman, Miss Harriet Hancock

Nichols, Arthur Howard

Norcross, Grenville Howland

Norcross, Otis

Norman, Mrs. Louisa Palfrey

*Norwell, Henry

Noyes, James Atkins

*01msted, Frederick Law
Osgood, Mrs. Elizabeth Burling

*Page, Mrs. Susan Haskell

*Paige, John Calvin

Paine, James Leonard

Paine, Mrs. Mary Woolson
Paine, Robert Treat

Paine, William Alfred

* Palfrey, Francis Winthrop

*Palfrey, John Carver
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Palmer, Benjamin Sanborn

Parker, Charles VVallingtbrd

Parker, Frederick Wesley

Parker, Herman
Parker, Mason Good
•Parker, Miss Sarah

*Parkman, Francis

Parlin, Albert Norton

Parmenter, James Parker

Parsons, Arthur Jeffry

Payne, James Henry
Peabody, Charles Breckenridge

Peabody, Charles Livingston

Peabody, Frank Everett

Peabody, Mrs. Gertrude

Peabody, John Endicott

Peabody. Philip Glendower

Peirce, Mrs. Elizabeth Golthwait

Peirce, Silas

*Perkins, Augustus Thorndike

*Perkins, Mrs. Catherine^ Page

Perkins, Edward Cranch

* Perkins, William

*Perry, Charles French

Perry, Edward Hale

Perry, Thomas Sergeant

Pfaff, Charles

Pfaff, Mrs. Hannah Adams
* Pfaff, Jacob

Phillips, Mrs. Anna Tucker

Pickering, Henry

'Fierce, Henry Liliie

*Pierce, Nathaniel Willard

Pillsbury, Albert Enoch

Piper, William Taggard

Playfair, Edith, Lady

Pond, Virgil Clarence

*Poole, Lucius

Porter, Alexander Silvanus

*Porter, Edward Griffin

*Porter, William Killam, Jr.

Potter, Henry Staples

Powell, William Beverley

*Prager, Philip

Prager, Mrs. Rachel

Prang, Louis

Prang, Mrs. Mary Dana
Pratt, Laban

Prendergast, James Maurice

Prescott, Alfred LIsher

Prescott, Walter Conway
Preston, George Marshall

Pridee, William Henry

Proctor, Mrs. Abby Shaw
*Pulsifer, William Henry

•Putnam, Mrs. Mary Lowell

Putnam, William Edward
Ouincy, Charles Frederic

Quincy, George Gilbert

*Quincy, George Henry

Quincy, Mrs. Mary Adams ^

Quincy, Mrs. Mary Caroline

•Quincy, Samuel Miller

•Radclyffe, Herbert

Ratshesky, Abraham Captain

Raymond, Freeborn Fairfield, 2nd

•Read, Mrs. Lucy Richmond
Read, Miss Sarah Elizabeth

Reed, Mrs. Grace Evelyn

*Reed, Henry Ransford

Reed, James

Reed, John Sampson

Reed, William Howell

Reynolds, John Phillips, Jr.

Rhodes, James Ford

Rice, Edward David

Rich, William Ellery Channing

Richards, Francis Henry

•Richards, Henry Capen

Richardson, Albert Lewis

Richardson, Benjamin Heber

Richardson, Edward Bridge

Richardson, Edward Cyrenius

Richardson, Maurice Howe
Richardson, Spencer Welles

Richardson, William Lambert

Riley, James Madison

Ripley, George

Rivers, Miss Mary

Robinson, Edward

*Roby, Mrs. Cynthia Coggeshall

•Ropes, John Codman

* DfCa.ised.
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*Ross, Alphonso

Rotch, William

Rothwell, James Eli

Ruggles, Charles Albert

Russell, Joseph Ballister

Russell, Mrs. Margaret Pelham
*Russell, Samuel Hammond
Rust, Nathaniel Johnson
Rutan, Charles Hercules

Saltonstall, Richard Middlecott

Sampson, Charles Edward
*Sampson, Edwin Holbrook

Sargent, Charles Sprague

Sargent, Miss Louisa Lee

Sawyer, Henry Nathan
Sears, Henry Francis

Sears, Herbert Mason
Sears, Horace Scudder

*Sears, Joshua Montgomery
Sears, Mrs. Mary Crowninshield

Seaver, William James
Sederquist, Arthur Butman
Sewall, Atherton

Shattuck, Frederick Cheyne

Shattuck, George Brune

Shaw, Mrs. Annie Whipple
Shaw, Mrs. Cora Lyman
Shaw, Henry

Shaw, Henry Lyman
Shaw, Henry Southworth

Shaw, Henry Southworth, Jr.

Shillaber, William Green

*Shimmin, Charles Franklin

Shuman, Abraham
Sigourney, Henry-

Simpson, Frank Ernest

* Skinner, Francis

Skinner, Francis

Slafter, Edmund Farwell

Slater, Andrew Chapin

*Slocum, Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth

*Slocum, William Henry
Smith, Miss Ellen Vose
Smith, Frank Ernest

Smith, Joseph Warren
Smith, Miss Mary Almira

Sohier, Miss Elizabeth Putnam

Sohier, William Davies

Sortwell, Alvin Foye

Spaulding, Mrs. Emily Steward

Spaulding, John Taylor

Sprague, Francis Peleg

Sprague, Phineas Warren

Squire, Frank Orvis

* Stafford, George Lewis

Stanwood, James Rindge

Stearns, Foster Waterman
Stearns, Frank Waterman
Stearns, Richard Hall

Steinert, Alexander

Stetson, Amos William

Stetson, James Henry

Stetson, John Alpheus

*Stevens, Oliver

Stodder, Charles Frederick

Stone, Charles Wellington

Storey, Joseph Charles

Storey, Mrs. Mary Ascension

Stowell, Edmund Channing

*Stowell, John

Stratton, Solomon Piper

*Sturgis, Russell

*Sumner, Alfred Henry

Suter, Hales Wallace

Swan, William Willard

*Sweetser, Mrs. Anne :\Iaria

Sweetser, Isaac Homer
Swift, Henry Walton

Taft, Edward Augustine

Taggard, Henry

Talbot, Miss Marion

Taylor, Charles Henry

Taylor, Chailes Henry, Jr.

Taylor, William Osgood

*Thacher, Henry Charles

Thacher, Louis Bartlett

Thacher, Thomas Chandler

Thayer, Bayard

Thayer, Charles Irving

•Thayer, David

Thayer, Eugene Van Rensselaer

Thayer, Frank Bardett
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Thayer, John Eliot

Thayer, Mrs. Mary
Thorndike, Alden Augustus

*Thorndike, George Ouincy

Thorndike, Townsend William

•Thornton, Charles Cutts Gookin
Tileston, James Clarke

*Tinkham, George Henry

Todd, Thomas
*Tompkins, Arthur Gordon
Tompkins, Eugene

Tompkins, Mrs. Frances Henrietta

Viles

Tucker, Alanson

Tucker, George Fox
* Tucker, James Crehore

Tucker, Lawrence

Tufts, Leonard

Turner, Alfred Rogers

Turner, Mrs. Cora Leslie

* Turner, Edward
* Turner, Job Abiel

Tyler, Charles Hitchcock

Tyler, Edward Royall

*Upham, George Phinehas

*Upton, George Bruce

Van Nostrand, Alonzo Gifford

*Vose, James Whiting

Wadsworth, Alexander Fairfield

* Walker, Francis Amasa
Walker, Grant

Wallace, Cranmore Nesmith

Ward, Francis Jackson

Ware, Miss Mary Lee

Warner, Bela Hememvay
Warren, Albert Cyrus

Warren, Edward Ross

Warren, John Collins

Warren, Samuel Dennis

*Warren, Mrs. Susan Cornelia

Warren, William Fairfield

*Warren, William Wilkins

Waterman, Frank Arthur

*Waters, Edwin Forbes

Watkins, Walter Kendall

Webster, Frank George

*Webster, John Haskell

Weeks, John Wingate

Welch, Francis Clarke

Weld, Mrs. CaroUne Langdon

Weld, Daniel

Weld, John Davis

*Weld, Otis Everett

Wendell, Barrett

*Wentworth, Alonzo Bond

Wesson, James Leonard

West, Mrs. Olivia Sears

Weston, Mrs. Frances Erving

Wheeler, Horace Leslie

Wheelwright, Andrew Cunningham
* Wheelwright, Edward

Wheelwright, Mrs. Isaphene Moore

*Wheelwright, Josiah

Wheildon, William Wilder

Whipple, Joseph Reed

Whipple, Sherman Leiand

Whitcher, Frank Weston

*White, Charles Tallman

White. George Robert

*White, John Gardner

White, McDonald Ellis

White, Mrs. Sarah Brackett

*White, Miss Susan Jackson

Whitman, William

*Whitmore, Charles John

*Whitmore, Charles Octavius

*Whitney, Mrs. Caroline Abbe
*Whitney, Henry Austin

Whitney, James Lyir.an

*Whittington, Hiram

*Wigglesworth, Edward

Wigglesworth, George

Willcomb, Mrs. Martha Stearns

Willcutt, Francis Henry

Willcutt, Levi Lincoln

Willcutt, Levi Lincoln, Jr.

Willcutt, Mrs. Mary Ann Phillips

Willcutt, Miss Sarah Edith

Williams, Benjamin Bangs

Williams, Edward Henry

Williams, Henry Dudley

Williams, Henry Willard
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Williams, John Davis

*WilIiams, Miss Louisa Harding
Williams, Ralph Blake

*Williams, Samuel Stevens Coffin

*Wilson, Davies

Winchester, Daniel Low
*Winchester, Thomas Bradlee

Winslow, William Copley

Winsor, Miss Mary Pickard

Winsor, Robert

*Winthrop, Robert Charles, Jr.

Winthrop, Robert Mason
Wise, John Perry

Withington, Charles Francis

Wolcott, Mrs. Edith Prescott

Woodbury, John Page
*Woodman, Cyrus

Woods, Frederick Adams
*Woods, Henry

*Woolley, William

Woolson, Mrs. Annie Williston

*Woolson, James Adams
Worcester, Elwood
Wright, Albert Judd

Wright, Charles Francis

*Wright, Miss Esther Fidelia

Wright, John Gordon
Wright, William James
*Young, George

* Deceased.
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Abbott, Samuel, Jr.

Abbott, William Henry

Adams, Alexander Clinton

Adams, Edward Brinley

Adams, Edward French

Adams, Harry Franklin

Ainsley, John Robert

Alcott, John Sewall Pratt
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€ommontD£altf) of iHaggacliusetts.

fie it &notDii that whereas Thomas C. Amory, Curtis Guild,

John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke, Samuel M. Quincy, Wil-

liam S. Appleton, Thomas Minns, Henry F. Jenks, John
T. Hassam, and Dudley R. Child, have associated themselves

with the intention of forming a corporation under the name of

Ci^e 'Bojstontan ^ociet^,

for the purpose of promoting the study of the history of Boston, an5

the preservation of its antiquities, and have complied with the pro-

visions of the Statutes of this Commonwealth in such case made
and provided, as appears from the certificate of the President,

Treasurer and Directors of said corporation, duly approved by the

Commissioner of Corporations and recorded in this office

;

iiiioto, d)ereforc, ^, Henry B. Peirce, Secretary of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, 50 ^tvciy ccrtifp that said Thomas C.

Amory, Curtis Guild, John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke,

Samuel M. Quincy, William S. Appleton, Thomas Minns,

Henry F. Jenks, John T. Hassam and Dudley R. Child,

their associates and successors, are legally organized and estab-

lished as and are hereby made an existing corporation under the

name of

with the powers, rights and privileges and subject to the limitations,

duties and restrictions, which by law, appertain thereto.

UluEttnCS£f my official signature hereunto

subscribed and the seal of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts hereunto affixed, this second

day of December, in the year of our Lord one

thousand eight hundred and eighty one.

[Signed]

HENRY E. PEIUCi:,

Secretary of the Cotnmomvealtk.



THE BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF BOSTON
AND THE PRESERVATION OF ITS ANTIQUITIES.

BY-LAWS.
I.

OBJECTS.

It shall be the duty of members, so far as may be in their power, to

carry out the objects of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or pur-

chase, books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other suitable means
as may from time to time seem expedient.

II.

MEMBERS.

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, either

resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall, after having been proposed and

accepted as candidates at any regular monthly meeting by the Directors,

be elected by the votes of a majority of the members present and voting.

III.

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.

Honorary and Corresponding members shall be nominated by the

Directors, and shall be elected by ballot by two-thirds of the members

present and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society,

but shall not be entitled to vote.

IV.

ADMISSION FEE AND ASSESSMENTS.

Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his or her admission

and five dollars each first day of January afterwards, into the treasury of

the Society for its general purposes ; provided, however, that no person

joining the Society on or after the first day of October in any year shall be

required to pay an additional assessment for the year commencing on the

first day of January following.

If any member shall neglect to pay his or her admission fee or annual

assessment, for three months after the same is due, he or she shall be

Kable to forfeit his or her membership at any time when the Directors shall

so order.
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The payment ol the sum ol thirty dollars in any one year by any member
of the Society shall constitute him or her a life member of the Society ; life

members shall be free from assessments, and entitled to all the rights and

privileges of annual members. The money received for such life member-

ship shall constitute a fund, of which not more than twenty per cent.,

together with the annual income, shall be spent in any one year.

V.

CERTIFICATES.

Certificates signed by the President, and the Clerk, shall be issued to

all persons who have become life members of the Society.

VI.

MEETINGS.

The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on the second Tuesday

in January, and regular meetings shall be held on the second Tuesday of

every month, excepting June, July, August and September, at such time

and place as the Directors shall appoint. Special meetings shall be called

by the Clerk, under the instruction of the Directors.

At all meetings ten members shall be a quorum for business. All Com-

mittees shall be appointed by the Chair, unless otherwise ordered.

VII.

OFFICERS.

The officers of the Society shall be nine Directors, a President, a Clerk,

and a Treasurer. The Directors, Clerk and Treasurer, shall be chosen by

ballot at the annual meeting in January, and shall hold office for one year,

and until others are duly chosen and qualified in their stead.

The President shall be chosen by the Board of Directors, from their

number, at their first meeting after election, or at any adjournment thereof.

The offices of Clerk and Treasurer may be held by the same person.

VIII.

VACANCIES.

Any vacancies in the Board of Directors, or the office of Clerk or

Treasurer, may be filled for the remainder of the term at any regular

meeting of the Society, by the vote of two-thirds of the members present

and voting.

In the absence of the Clerk at any meeting of the Society, a Clerk

pro tempore shall be chosen.

IX.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

At the monthly meeting in December, a Nominating Committee of five

persons shall be appointed, who shall report at the annual meeting a list of

candidates for the places to be filled.
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X.

PRESIDING OFFICER.

The President, or in his absence one of the Directors, shall preside at

all meetings of the Society. In the absence of all these officers, a I'resi-

dent /r<? /^w^^r^ shall be chosen.

XL

DUTIES OF THE CLERK.

The Clerk shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties.

He shall notify all meetings of the Society. He shall keep an exact

record of all the proceedings of the meetings of the Society and of its

Directors.

He shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, and place^

on file all letters received.

He shall enter the names of members systematically in books kept for

the purpose, and issue certificates of life membership.

The Clerk shall have such charge of all property in the possession of the

Society as may from time to time be delegated to him by the 15oarcl of

Directors.

He shall acknowledge each loan or gift that may be made to and

accepted in behalf of the Society.

XII.

DUTIES OF THE TREASURER.

The Treasurer shall collect all moneys due to the Society, and pay all

bills against the Society, when approved by the Board of Directors.

He shall keep a full account of the receipts and expenditures in a book

belonging to the Society, which shall always be open to the inspection of

the Directors; and at the annual meeting in January he shall make a

written report of all his doings for the year preceding.

The Treasurer shall give bond in the sum of one hundred dollars, with

one surety, for the faithful discharge of his duties.

XIII.

DUTIES AND POWERS OF DIRECTORS.

The Directors shall superintend and conduct the prudential and execu-

tive business of the Society ; shall authorize all expenditures of money

;

fix all salaries
;
provide a common seal ; receive and act upon all resigna-

tions and forfeitures of membership, and see that the By-Laws are duly

complied with.

The Directors shall have full power to comply with the terms of the

lease of the rooms in the Old State House, made with the City of Boston,

and to make all necessary rules and regulations required in the premises.
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They shall annually, in the month of April, make a careful com'^arison

of the articles in the possession of the Society with the list to be returned

to the City of Boston under the terms of the lease, and certify to its

correctness.

They shall make a report of their doings at the annual meeting of the

Society.

The Directors may, from time to time, appoint such sub-committees as

they deem expedient.

In case of any vacancy in the office of Clerk or Treasurer, they shall

have power to choose a Clerk or Treasurer pro tempore till the next

meeting of the Society.

XIV.

MEETINGS OF THE DIRECTORS.

Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the day previous to

the regular meetings of the Society, at an hour to l)e fixed by the President.

Special meetings of the Directors shall be held in such manner as they may
appoint ; and a majority shall constitute a quorum for business.

XV.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint two

Directors, who, with the President, shall constitute the Committee of

Finance, to examine, from time to time, the books and accounts of the

Treasurer ; to audit his accounts at the close of the year, and to report

upon the expediency of proposed expenditures of money.

. XVI.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint six

standing committees, as follows: —

Comvtittee on the Rooms.

A committee of seven members, to be called the Committee on the

Rooms, of which the President and Clerk of the Society shall be members

ex-officiis, who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Rooms
(e.xcept books, manuscripts, and other objects appropriate to the Library,

offered as gifts or loans) ; the hanging of pictures, and the general arrange-

ment of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Papers.

A committee of three members, to be called the Committee on Papers,

who shall have charge of the subject of papers to be read, or other exercises

of a like nutuie, at the monthly meetings of the Society.



^05

Committee on Membership.

A committee of five or more members, to be called the Committee on
Membership, whose duty it shall be to give information in relation to the

purposes of the Society, and increase its membership.

Committee on the Library.

A committee of five members, to be called the Committee on the Library,

who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Library, including the

acceptance or rejection of all books, manuscripts, and other objects appro-

priate to the Library, offered as gifts or loans, and the general arrangement

of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Publications.

A committee of four members to be called the Committee on [Publica-

tions, who shall have charge of all the publications of the Society.

Committee on Memorials.

A committee of three members, to be called the Committee on

Memorials, who shall have charge of such Memorials as the .Society may

vote to erect.

These six committees shall perform the duties above set forth, under

the general supervision of the Directors.

Vacancies which may occur in any of tliese committees during their

term of service shall be filled by the President.

XVIL

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS.

Amendments to the By-laws may be made, at any annua! meeting, by

vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting. They may also

be made by the like vote at any regular meeting, provided notice of the

same be contained in a call for such meeting issued by the Clerk, and .sent

to everv member.
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